NDASCOE Delegate Report – Northwest Area Rally

June 20th and 21st, 2008 – Watertown, SD

My husband and I left Bottineau on the morning of Friday, June 20th and headed south nearly 400     
miles to Watertown, SD.  The weather was beautiful and the trip was very enjoyable.  It became 

much “greener” as we went south and in South Dakota we were amazed to see the numerous                          beautiful hay bales already put up – a little different from Bottineau County this year.
The Rally was held at the beautiful Ramkota Best Western.  On Saturday morning the colors were 
presented by VFW Post 750.  The Pledge of Allegiance was followed by Paula Reed, member from                      
Washington, presenting a wonderful rendition of our national anthem. 
We were welcomed by Stan Lamb, Codington County CED and Watertown Mayor Paul Fox.

Steve Cutler, SED in South Dakota, also welcomed us to South Dakota – the land of corn, soybeans, 

cattle and wheat.
The Rally was called to order by NWA Executive Committeeperson Cindy Peterson.  The Rally was attended by 51 members and 15 guests.
South Dakota Secretary of Agriculture, Bill Even, challenged us to educate the public – especially the urban public – on the importance of modern day farming and agriculture.  He thanked all of us in FSA for our service.
Don Dixon, SED from Idaho, stated he wants an open door policy to be maintained with NASCOE and  he again commended us for our service and friendly concern for our customers.                 

 James Meidinger, Special Assistant to the Administrator, introduced Teresa Lasseter, FSA Administrator.   
Mrs. Lasseter said she was happy to be in South Dakota and that it is a pleasure to serve as our administrator.   She had visited a State Committeman’s family farm in South Dakota.  She had also visited some of the flooded farms in Iowa and Missouri – so much loss.  Just an example of the unusual situations occurring with agriculture this year.  Mrs. Lasseter showed us how the farm bill comes to her-it is in a paperback book with extremely small print.  She also announced that DCP software is ready as of this morning and we should know very soon when signup will begin.  Major changes in the farm bill will occur in 2009, which is good considering the short time period we have to accomplish signup for the 2008 crop year.  Mrs. Lasseter also discussed office closures under the State Review Plan, the Knowledge Bank Audit, MIDAS and OMB-300.
Mrs. Lasseter also stated that there is a real need for NASCOE and a need for NASCOE and management to work together.
Our next speaker was Bonnie Heinzman, NASCOE president.  Bonnie spoke about PT Reclassification, USDA Reorganization, use of government computers and the possibility of NASCOE dues being raised.  She stated there were some findings and recommendations in the Knowledge Bank Report that could affect  County Office employees if they were implemented.  She recommended that all employees read the report.
Bonnie reminded us of the National convention in Omaha in August.  Bonnie also thanked all of us and Administrator Lasseter.

A question and answer session was held with James Meidinger, Teresa Lasseter, Bonnie Heinzman, Don Dixon, Steve Cutler and Bill Even.
The question and answer session was adjourned and we were dismissed for lunch.

After lunch State Presidents gave their reports and Cindy Peterson read the  RASCOE report.  Following the President’s reports were the Committee reports.   

There was no old business to discuss.  Under new business, Cindy P. brought up that other Areas 

have an area fund. The NWA does not have such a fund.  She asked for input from members 
regarding the establishment of such a fund and its usage. In 2009 the Northwest Area Rally
may be held jointly with the Southwest Area Rally in Reno! Sounds like fun! 
At the close of our session, Stan Lamb made sure that everyone had received a door prize.  My husband can’t resist a bargain and bought himself a shirt from the Nebraskans.

We decided to spend another night in Watertown.  On Saturday night we drove out  to Lake Kampeska and also dropped in at the Dakota Sioux Casino.  I won $60.  On the drive home Sunday we visited Fort Sisseton.
The trip was very enjoyable and we especially thank our host state and Codington County for their hospitality.

Respectfully Submitted, Vonda Berg, Program Technician, Bottineau County FSA Office                                                                            

