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Client:
Interpalnet Works Ltd.
[a Hadara 
Technologies, Paltel 
Group Company]
Concept:
ADSL Service 
Provision - i Make Big 
Fast.
Media: Print / Digital
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Micheal [Designer 
Brands Clothes Retail 
Shop]
Concept:
Defining Elegance
Media: Print
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Client:
Municipal Alliance for 
Peace
Concept:
Business Brochure - 
let us be your helping 
hands.
Media: Print

Media

| What is MAP?
The Municipal Alliance for Peace in the Middle East (MAP) is an international platform that 
supports dialogue and understanding between Israeli and Palestinian citizens through 
practical municipal projects. MAP was established in June 2005 at the initiative of the 
Association of Palestinian Local Authorities (APLA) and the Union of Local Authorities of 
Israel (ULAI), following increasingly louder calls from Palestinian and Israeli citizens for 
proactive steps towards a life in peace, security and prosperity. MAP strongly condemns all 
acts of violence and maintains an apolitical orientation.

| Objectives: Peace through Development
MAP’s main objective is to develop joint, practical, municipal projects in Palestinian and 
Israeli local authorities, with support from international municipal partners. In doing so, 
MAP aims to contribute to increased mutual understanding, trust and cooperation, as 
essential components for lasting peace in the region, while at the same time delivering 
tangible bene�ts to the respective communities. MAP projects are typically developed 
around problems of mutual concern in four priority areas: youth and cultural exchange, 
environment, economic development & cooperation, and municipal management & 
services. 

Through its projects and international network, MAP addresses local political leaders, civil 
society organisations, the private sector, media and other relevant actors, to jointly create a 
broad-based, action-oriented movement at the municipal level that works constructively 
towards peace. Although aware that ultimate peace will have to be designed at national 
level, MAP believes that bottom-up, grass roots dialogue is crucial if a national solution is to 
have any chance of success.

| MAP Methodology: the Trilateral Model
Through its focus on on-the-ground, practical initiatives of Israeli, Palestinian and 
international municipal partners, the trilateral model of MAP enables all parties to maximise 
their collective expertise and resources. At the same time, the facilitating role of 
international partners provides a unique forum for greater dialogue between Palestinian 
and Israeli citizens at the local level, as well as connecting them to relevant authorities 
worldwide. This unique trilateral model aims at mobilising support from municipalities 
around the world, emphasising MAP’s practical role as an important instrument of city 
diplomacy. 

| Cooperation with International Partners
In support of MAP’s objectives and methodology, many international (municipal) partner 
organisation have worked with APLA and ULAI in establishing MAP. MAP continues to be 
dedicated to close cooperation with its international partners, such as UCLG, the European 
Network of Local Authorities for Peace in the Middle East (ELPME) and Global Forum. Rather 
than compete with each other on parallel tracks, MAP believes it essential to streamline 
activities as much as possible, with respect for the slight variations in vision between the 
di�erent initiatives, in order to create a sustainable international network supporting 
Israeli-Palestinian dialogue.

| Institutional Structure: the MAP Platform
After a start up phase, MAP’s institutional structure was con�rmed in June 2008 by its then 
Board members. The MAP platform is organised around three administrative bodies: the 
General Assembly, the General Board and the Executive Board. MAP’s Executive Board, 
responsible for the daily management, is chaired by the Association of Netherlands 
Municipalities (VNG). APLA and ULAI are co-chairs. UNDP/PAPP is a member of the 
Executive Board as host of the MAP Secretariat in Jerusalem.

MAP’s General Board, responsible for the policy direction of MAP, is composed of: VNG 
(chair), APLA and ULAI (co-chairs), UNDP/PAPP, UN Habitat, Cités Unies France (CUF), Italian 
Coordination of Local Authorities for Peace and Human Rights, Federation of Canadian 
Municipalities (FCM), City of Barcelona, City of Rome, City of Cologne, and the City of The 
Hague.

MAP’s General Assembly is formed by a worldwide membership of municipalities, 
associations of municipalities and related actors. A scheme for an annual membership fee is 
currently designed to co-�nance operational costs and project implementation. MAP calls 
upon municipal actors, believing in the vision and methodology of MAP, to join the MAP 
platform and contribute to realising Israeli-Palestinian cooperation.

| MAP Secretariat Jerusalem
To assist MAP municipalities in developing and implementing projects, a MAP Secretariat is 
located in Jerusalem, hosted by UNDP/PAPP. The Secretariat is sta�ed by a Palestinian 
liaison o�cer, an Israeli liaison o�cer and an international team leader. The Secretariat 
provides overall on-the-ground project support and acts as a liaison between the various 
partner municipalities and organisations. 

| Background: Common Ground and a 
History of Dialogue
APLA and ULAI have a long history of dialogue within the international arena. In 1999, 
dialogue between APLA and ULAI was spurred by an international agreement fostered by 
the Council of European Municipalities and Regions (CEMR). The agreement called on local 
authorities to take a more active role to enhance peace and cooperation between the two 
neighbours. APLA and ULAI committed to working towards concrete local actions in 
Palestinian and Israeli municipalities, to promote mutual understanding, cooperation and 
improve the daily life of their citizens. Based on a declaration issued in January 2003 by 
APLA, ULAI, IULA (International Union of Local Authorities), FMCU (Fédération Mondiale des 
Cités Unies) and VNG, a programme for tri-lateral municipal cooperation was developed, 
with support from partner associations worldwide. This process culminated in the 
establishment of MAP in June 2005. APLA and ULAI recon�rmed commitment to the 
objectives and methodology of MAP in a declaration drafted under auspices of the MAP 
Chair in July 2007. 

| Founding Members: ULAI 
The International Relations Department of the Union of Local Authorities in Israel (ULAI) 
commenced activities thirty-�ve years ago dealing primarily with youth exchanges 
between Israel and other countries. Today, ULAI’s mandate has been greatly expanded to 
include activities at the international level aimed at enriching the organisation’s knowledge 
of municipal management. Additionally, ULAI acts as a forum from which to launch 
international economic, cultural and social initiatives; to implement peace initiatives; and to 
provide services to the local authorities in Israel. To date, 400 sister-city projects have been 
established, and conferences are convened by ULAI on a wide range of topics. 

| Founding Members: APLA
The Association of Palestinian Local Authorities (APLA) was established in 1997, as the �rst 
national local government association in the Arab world. Representing and working 
towards the collective interests of local authorities throughout the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. APLA provides advisory and technical support to its members. The Association also 
coordinates and supports Palestinian participation in the formulation and implementation 
of development projects in local authorities and facilitates channels of communication 
between local authorities, as well as between members and international organisations, 
including municipal associations worldwide.

MAP Secretariat Jerusalem
General contact details
C/o UNDP/PAPP 

E-mail: map@undp.org
Tel: +972-2-6268200
Fax: +972-02-6268222
Web: www.mapmiddleeast.net

Mr. Erik Boven – MAP Secretariat Team Leader
E-mail: erik.boven@vng.nl
Tel: +972 542 679 077
Skype: erikboven

Mr. Yonathan Druckman – Liaison O�cer for the Union of Local Authorities in Israel (ULAI)
E-mail: yonathan.druckman@undp.org
Tel: +972 548 173 981 

Ms. Riman Barakat – Liaison O�cer for the Association of Palestinian Local Authorities 
(APLA)

E-mail: riman.barakat@undp.org
Tel: +972 548174229

Secretariat of the MAP Executive Board
Association of Netherlands Municipalities (VNG) – Chair of MAP Executive Board
C/o VNG International
Mr. Peter Knip and Mr. Chris van Hemert 

Tel:  +31 70 373 8401 
Fax: +31 70 373 8660
E-mail: chris.vanhemert@vng.nl
Web: http://www.vng-international.nl

Association of Palestinian Local Authorities (APLA) – Co-chair of MAP Executive Board
E-mail: apla@palnet.com 
Tel: +972 2 2980601 
Fax: +972 2 2980602
Web:  http://www.apla-pal.org 

Union of Local Authorities in Israel (ULAI) – Co-chair of MAP Executive Board
E-mail: ulais@netvision.net.il / int@ulai.org.il 
Tel: +972 3 6844210 
Fax: +972 3 6844211 
Web: http://www.ulai.org.il 
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Client:
USAID - PED
Concept:
Branding, Event 
Theme, Posters 
- a Promise for 
Sustainable Growth
Media: Print
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Client:
Palestine 
Internationals 
Institute (PII)
Concept:
Re-Branding, Launch 
Event.
Media: Print / Digital 
Advertising

Media
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Media

Client:
mindspring (Portal)
Concept:
Brand Creation, 
Copyrighting - where 
creativity meets 
technology.
Media: Print / Digital



N
ab

ilD
ar

w
is

h

de
si

gn
Po

rt
fo

lio

Client:
European Palestinian 
Chamber of 
Commerce
Concept:
Magazine Brand 
Creation
Media: Print

Media
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Media

Client:
Mohammad Alatar
Concept:
Film Poster Design - 
Jerusalem, the East 
Side Story
Media: Print / Digital

erusalem..The East Side Story
A Film by Mohammed Alatar

Produced by: Palestinian Agricultural Releife Committee (PARC)

erusalem..The East Side Story
A Film by Mohammed Alatar

Produced by: Palestinian Agricultural Releife Committee (PARC)
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Client:
BCI
Concept:
Website Design
Media: Digital

Media
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Client:
UNDP - Head 
Quarters, New York
Concept:
Report Cover Design,  
Humanitarian Security 
in the Arab World
Media: Print

Media


