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CBS News’ Byron Pitts to speak at TABJ Scholarship Gala


Cary, NC August 5, 2008 – The Triangle Association of Black Journalists  (TABJ) will host it’s scholarship gala event featuring an exciting evening of awards, literature, poetry, music and a exciting speaker at “A Celebration of Excellence” with CBS News National Correspondent and “60 Minutes” Contributor Byron Pitts.

TABJ is bringing this amazing literary icon to the Triangle on Saturday, October 25, 2008 at 7pm at the Embassy Suites Hotel in Cary to benefit the TABJ Scholarship Fund.  This exciting, elegant and enlightening evening will be hosted by TV Personality Renee McCoy.   A reception starts the event at 6pm with festivities and dinner starting at 7pm.  A selection of Mr. Pitts’ favorite books will be available for purchase with a portion of the proceeds going to the TABJ Scholarship Fund, and he will also be available to greet guests and sign autographs.  
Pitts, the lead reporter for CBS News' coverage of the Sept. 11 attacks and also an embedded reporter in Iraq, was named National Correspondent on Feb. 2, 2006. 

Pitts has been a CBS News correspondent since May 1998. He was based in the Miami (1998-99) and Atlanta (1999-2001) bureaus before moving to New York in January 2001. 

Pitts has covered many of the biggest stories of the past few years including several “60 Minutes” reports. He was one of CBS News' embedded correspondents covering the war with Iraq and was recognized for his reporting while under fire within minutes of the fall of the Saddam statue. Pitts was also the Network’s primary correspondent at Ground Zero immediately following the Sept. 11 attacks on the World Trade Center. He has covered the war in Afghanistan, the military buildup in Kuwait, the Florida fires, the Elian Gonzalez story, the Florida Presidential recount, the mudslides in Central America, The aftermath of Hurricane Katrina and the refugee crisis in Kosovo, among many stories. 

Before that, Pitts was a correspondent for CBS NEWSPATH, the 24-hour affiliate news service of CBS News, based in Washington, D.C. (1997-98). 

He joined CBS News from WSB-TV Atlanta, where he was a general assignment reporter (1994-96). Previously, Pitts was a special assignment reporter for WCBV-TV Boston (1989-94) and a reporter and substitute anchor for WFLA-TV Tampa (1988-89). He also served as a reporter for WESH-TV Orlando (1986-88) and as a military reporter for WAVY-TV Virginia (1984-86). While at WNCT-TV Greenville, N.C., he reported and served as weekend sports anchor (1983-84). 

Pitts has received several awards, including a national Emmy Award for his coverage of the Chicago train wreck in 1999 and was named Journalist of the year by the National Association of Black Journalists. He is also the recipient of four Associated Press Awards and six regional Emmy Awards. 

A scholarship will be awarded to a deserving journalism student from the Triangle area.  A special TABJ Humanitarian award will be awarded to a local journalist or former journalist        for their contributions to the community and their support of local broadcasters and the local NABJ chapter.

Sponsors for this event to date are Capital Broadcasting Company and Embassy Suites Hotel in Cary.

TABJ, the local affiliate of the National Association of Black Journalists is an organization of reporters, editors, photographers, and other media professionals working in the Raleigh-Durham area.

Proceeds go to the TABJ Scholarship Fund.  For tickets and information log onto their website www.tabj.org or email nctabj@yahoo.com or contact Gayle Hurd at gayle@ballenmedia.com.
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