DiMichele, Formal Lab Guideline


This is a guide to assist you with writing a formal lab report. This sheet should be referred to whenever you are writing a forma lab report

· Remember labs must be typed or written VERY neatly in black ink.

· All graphs must be done by hand on graph paper. They may not be computer generated

· Labs should have your name as well as your partners names clearly labeled in the top right corner

· All labs should have the date as well

· Labs must be original to the student, copied labs will receive a zero for all parties involved

Title- Should be short and specific, usual the title off the lab is fine, but feel free to be creative

Introduction- 


Should be written in a paragraph form


Should include

· Background information- a few sentences, introduce the lab and explain why the lab is being done.

· Problem/Purpose/ Question statement- the background information needs to lead into the question that is being answered.

· Hypothesis-  Introduction should conclude with the hypothesis for the experiment. The hypothesis must be written in the “if then” form. It is okay if you hypothesis turns out to be incorrect.

· Hint- do not include sub titles background info, problem, hypothesis

Method- 

· DO NOT copy the procedure from the lab

· Tell me what to do not what you did

· Should be in steps

· Be sure to include all the steps

Results

· All data collected should be here.

· All graphs should be labeled with a title and graph 1.1, 1.2 ect

· Graphs must be done by hand not computer generated

· Use a ruler

· Use pencil

· Use color

· Include a key

· Use labels!!

· All tables should be computer generated or done very neatly with a ruler

· They must be labeled with a title and table 1.1 table 1.2 ect

· All calculations must be very neat

· Following the data, tables, and graphs should be an explanation of what each represented or told. You are not drawing conclusions here you are just telling me what you found out.

Conclusion

· This is where the results are explained and conclusions are drawn

· What do the results indicate?

· Do the results support or refute the hypothesis?

· Why?

· What sources or error occurred in the lab?

· How could the error effect the lab or how did they effect the lab

· What would you do differently to make the lab better?

· I will be looking to see--Does the student understand the scientific concepts? Can the student express and support his/her thinking? 

