Biology Class Information Sheet
Ms. DiMichele

“To me as a teacher, effort and attitude mean more than natural ability!”

** You are required to have this sheet in the front of your notebook

A. Classroom expectations

1. Be respectful to yourself and others.

2. You are expected to follow all directions the first time they are given.
3. Be in your assigned seat when the bell rings. Tardies count.

4. Be prepared. Bring all materials to class and be ready to work.

5. Keep the noise level to a respectable level, when taking is allowed.

6. Always remember... I dismiss class... NOT THE BELL.

7. No food or drink in the classroom.

B. Required materials

--Text Book: Prentice Hall Biology, Miller and Levine

-- Blue or Black Pen

-- A pencil

--Class notebook:


1. 3 ring binder (whatever size works for you & feel free to share with another subject)


2. Dividers



a. vocabulary



b. notes/ handouts



c. homework



d. tests/quizzes



e. labs


3. Papers should be organized in the order in which material was discussed.


4. There will be both random and announced notebook checks that will count as test grades.

-- Suggested but not required


1. Colored pencils (we do a lot of drawing and diagramming)


2. Highlighters (will help you with class notes)


3.  4 function scientific calculator

****STUDENTS ARE EXPECTED TO BRING ALL MATERIALS TO CLASS EVERYDAY INCLUDING THE TEXTBOOK, REGARDLESS OF WHAT WAS PREPLANNED.

C. Class policies

1. Attendance: Attendance follows Chatham County Policy. Exams, quizzes, and homework often include questions on material addresses only in class, so performance on these directly reflects attendance. 

2. Bathroom Policies: Students are allotted 3 bathroom passes each six weeks to use at any APPROPRIATE time as they are needed (ex. During class notes is NOT an appropriate time, and will result in the loss of one pass.) Students are required to bring their pass to me to sign BEFORE leaving the classroom. Please use your passes wisely, I know how uncomfortable class can be if you need to use the restroom.

3. Lecture: Each student is required to take notes TO THE BEST OF THEIR ABILITY during the lecture part of class. Some days their may be few notes and others there will be a lot. DO NOT COMPLAIN, OR YOU WILL WRITE MORE. You do not have to write EVERYTHING! Please ask during lecture if you do not understand a concept. I AM HERE FOR YOU!!

4. Classwork/Homework:

a. I will check homework randomly; some assignments will be graded for accuracy, and others for effort.

b. I will accept work up to one day past the due date. The penalty will be an automatic 25% point deduction.

c. If you are caught coping or allowing someone to copy your work, you will get a zero!

5. Evaluations:

Tests, Quizzes, Projects and notebook checks= 50%

Labs= 20%

Classwork= 15%

Homework= 15%

Positive, negative or neutral participation will be factored into your final grade

6. Make-Up Work:

a. You are responsible for all missed notes!!!

b. It is the student’s responsibility to ask me about any missed work.

c. If you miss a test, quiz or lab you must make plans to stay after school to make it up. Tests and labs will not me made up during school. Quizzes may be made up during school at my discretion.

7. Labs: 

   
We will have labs as often as possible. Labs are fun!!! To continually participate in a lab, you must act responsibility and respectfully during all labs, and follow all safety procedures. If safety procedures are not upheld the following will result:


1st offense: Zero on lab


2nd offense: Parents contacted, teacher lunch detention and a zero.


3rd offense:  Referral to the office and/or parent-teacher conference, and zero on the lab.
8. Cheating:


If it appears to me that you are cheating, you will receive a zero on the assignment and a phone call home. The second offense earns you a zero and a referral to the office.

9. Tutoring:


I am here for you! I will be available for tutoring on Monday and Wednesday afternoons. I am more then happy to tutor my students; however I will not take my time in the afternoon to re-teach something you missed in class because of sleeping or inappropriate behavior. 

**** Biology has a state mandated End-Of-Course exam. I do not see this exam but work very diligently this semester to prepare your for this exam. In the past, my students with good attendance and effort did very well on this exam. It is important that you realize that Biology is a subject required for graduation. The End-of Course exam is worth 25% of your final grade. So homework, notebook checks, and participation are EASY ways to maintain a passing grade.
