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Guardian ad Litem Policy Changes
 
 The GAL State Office has recently sent guidelines for use of the internet to send emails regarding case information and court reports.  All information regarding juvenile cases are to be held in the strictest of confidence. To that end, the internet has become a convenient method of distributing massive amounts of information at no costs to the GALs.  But at the same time the information on the internet is a public medium and there are times that information can be compromised.  Therefore, GALs are to adhere to the specific guidelines listed below when sending/receiving information over the internet.

(1) Send all GAL Court Reports as an “Attachment” to your Email

(2) Use the following language and insert at the top of each GAL court report:  
"Confidential--This Guardian Ad Litem Report is intended only for the court and other parties involved in this case."
(3) Use the following legal disclaimer as a part of your email:  

"The information contained in this electronic mail message is legally privileged and confidential information intended only for the use of the individual or entity to whom the message is addressed.  If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, please be advised that any distribution or copying is strictly prohibited.  If you have received this electronic mail message in error, please reply to this message regarding the error and delete the message."  
Or if space is an issue, you can use the following abbreviated disclaimer:  
“INFORMATION CONTAINED IN THIS EMAIL IS CONFIDENTIAL AND LEGALLY PRIVILEGED.”

(4) Do NOT use a juvenile’s name in the email caption, and encourage other parties such as DSS to do the same.  Please use initials or at least partial names in reference to child clients or juvenile cases.  The email itself and/or court report will have the specific case information, so it is not necessary to put "Jeff Jones" in the email caption--J.J. or Jeff J. report is better.
(5) Once the contents of the E-mail are no longer needed, delete the E-mail from all mailboxes, including your trash box.

Court Report Signatures
· All GALs must sign their court reports.  If you send your court report via email, you must include a signature on your court report.  Listed below are some ways to get us your signature:

(1) Come into the GAL office to sign your report

(2) Mail or fax in the page with your signature on it

(3) Be in court the day of court to sign your court reports

(4) Use the drawing toolbar in word to sign your court report

(5) Send in an email giving the office permission to sign your court report (least preferred)

Upcoming Events
· March 7:  The 7th State of the Child Conference, Mount Olive Conference, Mt. Olive NC

· March 12: NC Kids and Adoption In-Service Training, Rocky Mount, NC

· April 17: Volunteer Appreciation Luncheon at Outback, Rocky Mount

· June 7-10 2008 National CASA Conference Washington, DC
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Bell serves Northampton on Northeastern Regional Community Child Protection Team
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Terry Bell, District 6A/B Guardian ad Litem Program Supervisor and twenty-one others representing the counties of northeastern North Carolina met to learn about the new Northeastern Regional Community Child Protection Team concept at the Museum of the Albemarle in Elizabeth City on January 24, 2008.  

Ms. Bell is a member of the Northampton County Community Child Protection Team.  In December 2007, Bell was chosen to serve as the county’s first regional child protection team representative.  Bell also serves on the Bertie County team.
The regional team event was led by Phyllis Fulton, Coordinator of Community Child Protection Teams from the North Carolina Department of Health and Human Services-Division of Social Services. Ms. Bell addressed the Northeastern group, giving highlights of Northampton County’s Child Protection Team.  Northampton County’s success is a result of consistent participation of concerned community members who have a passion for the safety and well-being of children.  Team representatives are from various agencies including the local school system, health department, social services department, court system, and law enforcement as well as members of the clergy and community at large.  The potential for making positive strides in improving child well-being is the greatest benefit of serving on the committee.  Dr. Katharine Leslie of Brand New Day Consulting, facilitated training for the group in identifying change strategies and outcomes-based processes.  Dr. Leslie is a published author, a certified Family Life Educator and a specialist in Trauma and Loss in Children.

Establishment of the regional team complies with federal mandates.   Five geographic regions, including Northeastern plus two urban regions, encompass all 100 counties of the state.  The mission of each regional team is to use information from the county teams within the region to foster child well-being through advocacy.  This advocacy includes reviewing and commenting on changes in child welfare laws, polices and practices as well as receiving information from citizens-at-large.  A time-line of activities and tasks through September 30, 2008 has been established for the team.  Responsibilities of each regional community child protection team include developing a regional action plan and the strategies needed to accomplish the plan, as well as preparing an annual report to the state.  Regional teams will address areas of concern through collaborative efforts, expecting end-results of improvement of service delivery to families and children.  The Northeastern regional team will elect a chairperson and begin the strategic planning process in February.  
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Guardian ad Litem





WHY PARENTS ABUSE OR NEGLECT CHILDREN…


(They were abused or deprived as children





(Lack of parenting knowledge





(Expecting too much from children, or not understanding the developmental stages and needs of children





(Financial problems and unemployment, which create frustration and stress, which are then transmitted to the child





�                                                                                           (Insecurity and immaturity, particularly among teenaged parents





(Alcohol or drug problems, or other forms of addiction, such as gambling





(Inability to manage children single handedly in the case of single parents





(Their self-image is defective 





(They see physical punishment as a means of disciplining child
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Court Dates 


Feb 8 Bertie Co


Feb 14 Halifax Co


Feb 21 Hertford Co


Feb 26 Northampton Co


Feb 28 Halifax Co





March 13 Halifax Co 


March 14 Bertie Co


March 20 Hertford Co


March 25 Northampton Co


March 27 Halifax Co











Reports for your cases should be in the GAL office one week prior to the court hearing.  Thank you.





************











�





 


     This is your chance to increase the impact that the GAL program has in our communities.  Guardian ad Litem Arlethia Joyner is leading the effort to organize the GAL volunteers in forming a local GAL Chapter for District 6 A/B, but she needs help from other GAL volunteers.


     The goal of this effort is to obtain “Tax Exempt Status” for the volunteer group as a 501C-3 Organization.  Once the non-profit status has been obtained, the local GAL chapter will plan and carry out worthy projects for the best interests of the children.  As a nonprofit, volunteers can implement projects to enhance the program’s success.  Volunteers will gain freedom in planning and conducting activities of their choosing which will benefit the program, and ultimately, the children we serve.


     Be a history maker.  Help establish a local GAL Chapter in 6A/B.  Show your support and contact Mrs. Joyner by email:  � HYPERLINK "wmlisa@charter.net" ��wmlisa@charter.net� 


We appreciate your help.





1st Quarter Birthdays





Dorothy Robbins	01/01		Angela Richardson	01/28


Marion Baker		01/04		Crystal Scott		02/20


Jarrette Pittman	01/12		Betty Bennett		02/11


Judith Jones 		01/20		Janice Sharpe 		02/15


Sherry Parker 		01/27		Catherine Moody 	03/18





Happy Birthday





Contact Us





Melinda Hardy, District Administrator


� HYPERLINK "Melinda.A.Hardy@nccourts.org" ��Melinda.A.Hardy@nccourts.org�


Terry Bell, Program Supervisor


� HYPERLINK "mailto:Terry.L.Bell@nccourts.org" ��Terry.L.Bell@nccourts.org�


Judith Jones, Program Assistant


� HYPERLINK "Judith.T.Jones@nccourts.org" ��Judith.T.Jones@nccourts.org�


Alyce Purcell, VISTA Recruiter


� HYPERLINK "Alyce.A.Purcell@nccourts.org" ��Alyce.A.Purcell@nccourts.org�


Jarrett Pittman, Intern


� HYPERLINK "jmpittman@unc.edu" ��jmpittman@unc.edu�


Jeanika Warren, Intern


� HYPERLINK "jeanikawarren@yahoo.com" ��jeanikawarren@yahoo.com�


Sherry Parker, Intern


� HYPERLINK "Sherry.parker@rcc.mailcruiser.com" ��Sherry.parker@rcc.mailcruiser.com�





P. O. Box 837


Jackson, NC 27845


(252) 534-3971 (Phone)


(252) 534-7311 (Fax)


Local website, � HYPERLINK "http://www.ncgal6" ��www.ncgal6� 











Guardian ad Litem Travel Reimbursement Rate





REMEMBER TO:              � EMBED MS_ClipArt_Gallery.5 ���





Go to � HYPERLINK "http://www.nccourts.org" ��www.nccourts.org� and click on forms.  The form number is AOC A-25


Complete the top portion of the form with your mailing address, the last 4 digits of your social security number, title, headquarters, dates and signatures.  (First time submitting mileage use include your entire social security number)


Effective February 1, 2008, the mileage rate will be raised to $.48 per mile.  Mileage needs to be rounded to the nearest mile


Purpose of the trip needs to be listed for each trip i.e. case number, court, visiting foster home, meeting type and so forth


Submit  travel per month and within 30 days of travel


If submitting a phone cost, you must list the case number or the name for the number called.


Be sure to add purpose of the trip and the file number regarding the case.





�





Above shown is a photo of the Guardian ad Litem Volunteer Appreciation Celebration held at the Northampton County Library in Jackson.  The Celebration was held on December 12, 2007 and presenters were Program Supervisor Terry Bell and GAL Attorney Advocate Monique Skinner Dixon.





�  Please provide a photo of your child client to be applied to the court report cover sheet.  The GAL office has a digital camera if you are in need of a camera.  The GAL office can also scan a photo for you if needed.  
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