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Study Design and Methodology

T

he issue of run away children was identified by Board of Directors of NCCR. The issue was thoroughly discussed in the meeting of Board of Directors. A questionnaire was developed by Secretary and shared with all the members. The Board members gave their inputs and suggestions to compile the questionnaire. 

The questionnaire was tested and necessary amendments were made. Two community activists from each district of Dir, Mardan, Swabi, Charsadda, Haripur, Karak, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan were selected. These activists were provided one day orientation at Peshawar on the Questioner and Study design. They worked as focal points in each district and supervised the study in their districts. They got one-day orientation on the questionnaire and questioning skills

81 Interviewers Interviewed 396 School Teachers, 8 Adult Workers in Workshop, 365 Fathers, 16 Mothers, 10 Uncles , 13 brothers, 404 neighbors of the runaway children  and 33 children themselves. The same questions were asked from the Parents, Teachers and Neighbors to find the facts. 

	S.NO
	Qualification
	Teacher
	Adult Worker

(Ustad)
	Father
	Mother
	Uncle
	Brother
	Children
	Neighbor

	1
	M.A/M.Sc
	 84
	-
	03
	-
	-
	-
	-
	  24

	2
	B.A/B.Sc
	167
	-
	12
	-
	1
	2
	-
	  36

	3
	F.A/F.Sc
	96
	-
	20
	-
	-
	3
	 1
	  50

	4
	Metric
	49
	-
	59
	3
	3
	4
	 7
	132

	5
	Middle
	-
	2
	45
	-
	-
	2
	10
	  57

	6
	Primary
	-
	-
	44
	2
	2
	-
	 9
	  32

	7
	Religious
	-
	-
	01
	-
	-
	-
	 1
	   1

	8
	Nil
	-
	6
	 181
	11
	4
	2
	 5
	  72

	
	Total
	396
	8
	 365
	16
	10
	13
	33
	404


The community activists collected information about the runaway children in their communities. And then contacted their parents and asked the questions about the run away children. The Interviewer also contacted Neighbors and School teachers and asked the same questions from them to cross check the information colleted from the parents. 

The children who had come back to their homes were also interviewed to know their point of view and reach the facts.

The information collected was tabulated in the NCCR Head office and thoroughly checked. Some forms were returned tot the interviewers to once again collect the needed information and case studies.
The interviewers are highly qualified, trained and experienced community activists. They are have got training from NCCR for the promotion of Child Rights in their communities.  61 % of the interviewers are Graduate and Post graduate



	S. No
	Qualification
	Number of Interviewers
	Percentage

	1
	M.A/M.Sc
	17
	20.99 %

	2
	B.A/B.Sc
	32
	39.51%

	3
	F.A/F.Sc
	20
	24.69 %

	4
	Metric
	11
	13.58 %

	5
	Middle
	01
	01.23 %

	
	Total
	81
	100 %
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Data and information about 404 children was tabulated from 1212 forms. A few forms were either incomplete or the information was contradictory.  So these were once again sent to the interviewers to discuss the case with the concerned persons and get accurate information from other sources, therefore this was tiresome activity.

Executive Summary

· The fathers of run way children (404) are Farmers (28.47 %), Labors (22.28 %), Servicemen (20.05 %), Artisans (11.88 %), Businessmen (7.92 %), Transporters (4.20 %) and other (5.20 %).

· The parents of 51 % of run away children are educated. 

· The number of run away children increases at the age of 12. It is on peak at 16. There is a decline in number of runaway children at 17 and 18 years of age. The percentage of runaway children jumps up to 9.41 % at the age of 12 and its goes up higher. In the age of 16 it becomes 19.31 % and it declines to 8.91 % at the age of 18.

· The factors of running away of children have been categorized as under;
· Parents attitude and Domestic Environment 


(36.44 % )

· Schools Environment





(25.10 % )

· Bad Company of children




(15.99 % )
· Armed Conflicts






( 06.68 %) 

· Poverty and search for employment



( 05.87% )

· The issues of running away of Girl Children 


( 02.43% )

· 40.84 % of parents were of the view that their attitude towards their children was good but (57.58 %) children, (50.99%) Neighbors and (51.73 %) Teachers expressed their concerns about the attitude of the parents towards their children.

· 62.85 % of run away children goes to 3-big Industrial and commercial cities of Pakistan i.e. Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi.

· 36.64 % of run away children were engaged in works such that labor, shoe polishing, selling newspapers, carpets weaving or at hotels and shops and Transport.
· 22.77 % parents reported to police that there children were missing, while 77.23 % of parents did not inform the police. 
· 252 parents (62. 4 %) knew about the whereabouts of their children.   152 parents (37.6 %) did not know the whereabouts of their children. 

· 8.93 % parents told that they had made no efforts to find out their children. While 91.07 % parents have tried different means to find out their children. The parents searched for their children in the houses of their relatives, different cities, gave advertisements in the Newspapers, made announcements on the radio, loud speakers, distributed/pasted posters, contacted their friends and JIHADI Organizations, parents also went out in search of their children.

· 222 out of 404 children (54.95 %) were brought back to homes, while 182 (45.05 %) did not come to home.

· 43.69 % of Children came back to home either on their own or informed their parents about their whereabouts. The relatives and family friends of 36.04 % of the found out children informed their parents, while only 19.37 % children have been traced out by their parents themselves.

· 31.38 % Parents considered that they were responsible for running away of their children. A greater number of Teachers (54.99 %), Neighbors (57.50 %) and Children themselves (39.62 %) made responsible the parents and domestic environment for running away of children from homes. 

· The second responsibility has been laid upon the child that is according to parents (18.52 %). Teachers 16.34 %), Children (13.21 %), while the neighbors differ with this opinion as only 6.43 % considered the children responsible.

· Society, Teachers and bad company are also has been mentioned responsible for making the child to run away from the home.

· Problems faced to Runaway children:

· Social and Economic problems such that Lack of Shelter, Food, Clothes, Money and Basic needs.   


(47.90 %)      

·  Adopting bad ways and to become a part of bad companies/ Falling a prey to gangs of smugglers, Terrorists, thieves/dacoits and drugs mafia.







(20.35 %)

· Threats of Physical and sexual abuse.

(14.45 %)

· Child labor, less wages and handwork.

(05.63 %)
Number of Runaway Children

The community based researchers were able to collect information about 404 children who had run away from their homes in the eight target districts. These districts were selected for research because NCCR is working in these districts for promotion of Child Rights. NCCR imparts training to community activists and adolescents groups in these districts. Further that these districts represent all the ethnic groups of the province. Dir is from Malakand division and represents the Northern NWFP, Charsadda, Mardan and Swabi are the central districts the most populous and fertile area of the province, Haripur represents Eastern part of the Province, while Karak, Bannu and Dera Ismail Khan are from the Southern area of the province.

Table: 1
Number of Runaway Children
	S.No
	District
	Number of Runaway Children
	Percentage

	1
	Charsadda
	92
	22.77 %

	2
	Haripur
	71
	17.58 %

	3
	Mardan
	57
	14.11 %

	4
	Dir
	47
	11.63 %

	5
	Bannu
	40
	09.80 %

	6
	Swabi
	37
	09.16 %

	7
	Karak
	36
	08.91 %

	8
	Dera Ismail Khan
	24
	05.94 %

	9
	Total
	404
	100.00 %
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Family Background and Father’s Professions
Of

Runaway Children
Profession of Parents
The children running away from their homes belong to different sections of the society. They are from all walks of life. The profession of their fathers reflects the structure of our society. An overwhelming majority of children are from the families with a background from agriculture, labor and service, as these are the main professions in the Northwest Frontier Province.

Table:
2.
Occupation of the Parents of runaway Children

	S.No
	Occupation
	Number of Children Runaway
	Percentage

	1
	Agriculture
	115
	28.47

	2
	Labor
	090
	22.28

	3
	Service
	081
	20.05

	4
	Artisan
	048
	11.88

	5
	Business
	032
	07.92

	6
	Nil
	017
	 04.20

	7
	Transport
	017
	04.20

	8
	Expired
	003
	00.75

	9
	Clergy
	001
	00.25

	
	Total
	404
	100.00 %
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EDUCATIONAL QUALIFICATION OF THE PARENTS

The children of illiterate parents as well as highly qualified parents run away from the homes. 51 % parents and guardians of the run away children are educated i.e. 

17.08 %
 - Metric

11.88 %
- Primary

11.64 %
- Middle

05.69 %
- F.A/F.Sc 

 

03.72 %
- Graduate  

00.74 %
- Post Graduate

00.25 %
- Religious

Table: 3
 Parent’s’ Qualification.

	S.NO
	Qualification
	Father
	Mother
	Uncle
	Brother
	Total

	1
	M.A/M.Sc
	003
	-
	-
	-
	  3

	2
	B.A/B.Sc
	012
	-
	1
	2
	15

	3
	F.A/F.Sc
	020
	-
	-
	3
	23

	4
	Metric
	059
	3
	3
	4
	69

	5
	Middle
	045
	-
	-
	2
	47

	6
	Primary
	044
	2
	2
	-
	48

	7
	Religious
	001
	-
	-
	-
	  1

	8
	Nil
	181
	11
	4
	2
	  198

	
	Total
	365
	16
	10
	13
	  404
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AGE DISTRIBUTION OF CHILDREN

The number of rum away children increases at the age of 12. It is on peak at 16 and 17 and declines at 18 years of age. The number jumps up to 38 at the age of 12 and its goes up high and high. In the age of 16 there is an extra ordinary increase.  

12 years of Age
-
38
-    
  9.41
%

13 –do-

-
41
-
10.15
%


14-do-


-
64
-
15.84
%

15-do-


-
58
-
14.36
%

16-do-


-
78
-
19.31
%

17-do-


-
71
-
17.57
%

18-do-


-
36
-
  8.91
%


Table: 4  
Age distribution of Children.
	S.No
	District
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18
	Total

	1
	Bannu
	-
	-
	1
	1
	4
	5
	3
	3
	5
	6
	5
	2
	3
	2
	40

	2
	Karak
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	-
	2
	1
	8
	5
	12
	5
	3
	36

	3
	DIK
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	3
	4
	2
	5
	7
	3
	24

	4
	Charsadda
	
	
	1
	
	
	1
	4
	10
	13
	15
	16
	13
	17
	2
	92

	5
	Mardan
	
	1
	
	1
	
	
	
	3
	6
	2
	11
	4
	5
	4
	37

	6
	Swabi
	1
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	3
	10
	8
	12
	14
	5
	57

	7
	Haripur
	
	
	
	3
	1
	2
	
	6
	7
	14
	6
	16
	8
	8
	71

	8
	Dir
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	1
	3
	5
	5
	14
	12
	7
	47

	
	Total
	1
	1
	2
	5
	5
	8
	8
	38
	41
	64
	58
	78
	71
	36
	404
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CAUSES OF RUNNING AWAY OF CHILDREN FROM THEIR HOMES

The main causes of running away of children from their homes as mentioned by parents, neighbors, teachers and children by themselves are as following.

1.
Parents attitude and Domestic Environment  ( 36.44 % )
-
The attitude of parents was very harsh with the children, the family members usually quarreled with each other and domestic environment was not friendly. Parents did not give attention to their children and even they did not care of them. Some parents gave undue lift to their children, so they fell to bad companies and lost their character. In some cases the fathers forced their children to help them in their work but they were not interested to do that work

BOX-
1
	Beating and abusing
My son Noor Shah Jehan was 15 years old. My husband is a retired man. He remained in house and used to beat and abuse the son every time. My son lost his stamina and ran away. We wrote letters to know about him. Now we have come to know that he is alive and working as a labor in Lahore.

Mother of the child
 His father could not meet the expenditures of a large family with in his limited resources and he always became angry with his son and used to abuse him. 

Kaleem Ullah School Teacher


BOX  - 2

	Domestic Environment
Nargis of Kamilpur Haripur was 8 years old.  Her parents were quarreling every time; the child became too upset and ran away from the home.   
Neighbors

My husband beat me daily; my daughter was too upset because of the

domestic environment. Therefore she left the home. We do not know
 her whereabouts.


Mother


2.
School Environment and Corporal punishment 

  ( 25.10 %)
-
The teachers used to beat the children in the Schools, the children lost their interest in the study and school. The parents were forcing their children to go to school as a result the children decided even to leave the home. 

BOX-
3

	He is too young to work

My son Aurang Zeb was 16 years old. He was least interested in the school. When he refused to go to school, his elder brother beat him. When I knew that he did not go to school so I also punished him. Beating became a routine for him so he ran away and went to Sialkot. Other children of our village have also gone there. He joined them and started laboring. He is too young to work.  The work is too hard. We beat him for his betterment but he did not understand. He is too much perverse and unmanageable.






Anwar Saeed – Father- Kandor- DIR


3.
Bad Company of children        (15.99 %)
-
The children had a bad company, their own character was loose. Some of them were wishing to visit the cities, and their friends motivated them to run away 

BOX-
5

	Stealing
Zareen Jan was 11 years old. He used to quarrel with his brothers and sisters. He stole things from them. I advised him so many times but he did not give up his habit. I beat him severely so he ran away.

 Mohammad Kamal father- Charsadda


4.
Poverty and search for employment      ( 5.87 % )
-
The children ran away in search of employment because their parents were poor. In some cases their parents forced them to assist them in their work but they were least interested in these jobs.

BOX-
6

	He did not help father in his work.

Wahid Khan was 11 years old. He was not interested in farming but his father compelled him to work with him in the fields after school. One day the child refused to work in the fields. His father beat him and he ran away. 
Gul Wali Neighbor – Tarbnab – Charsadda


5.
Armed Conflicts and Children        (6.68 %) 

-
Religious political parties are encouraging and motivating the young boys to attend their Militant training camps. The boys of 15 to 18 years are the target group to join the training camps and get militant training.  In North West Frontier Province these training camps are situated in Mansehra and Bala Kot. The children are given a choice to take part in the Holly War (JIHAD) in Afghanistan or Indian Kashmir after completion of three months training.
BOX-
7
	JIHAD will continue till independence of

 Kashmir , Afghanistan and Palestine

My brother Muhammad Saleem was a student of 10th class and 16 years old. He was neither wicked nor had a company. When United Stated attacked Afghanistan the religious political parties, clerics and Militant Organizations gave a call to join the LASHKAR (Volunteer Army) to fight Americans. So my brother joined the LASHKAR of Soofi Mohammad. We all were very happy that our brother was going to fight for Allah. But now we are very aggrieved with the attitude and behavior of the people of Afghanistan, who mistreated our people. The Northern alliance is demanding of Rs. 200,000 to 300,000 for releasing the Pakistani prisoners. We do not know about our brother. We will pay for his life this huge amount if some one gives guarantee of his safe return. The JIHAD will continue till the solutions of the issues of Palestine, Afghanistan and Kashmir.

Mohammad Ishaq  DIR- Brother.


6.
Girl Children running away from homes       ( 2.43 % )
-
Adolescent girls ran away from their homes with their boy friends and lovers when their parents refused to marry them according to their will. 





BOX-  8
	Parents refused to marry her according to her will

My daughter Nasreen Akhtar was 16 years old.  She expressed her will about her marriage through her friends but we arranged her marriage without giving any value to her opinion. When we arranged the program of her marriage she ran away from home. We reported in police station, informed the relatives and took the issue to JIRGA. We came to know through a local newspaper that she had made court marriage.

Mother  - Farooqia Factory Haripur
The girl was educated, she had expressed about her will to marry with Saleem but her parents refused. 


Neighbors



Table: 5    Causes of Running Away

	S #
	Reasons
	Parents
	Teachers
	Neighbors
	Children

	1
	Parents’ attitude/ Domestic Environment /Quarreling/Parents did not take care
	146
	213
	203
	14

	2
	Lack of interest in School 
	98
	100
	72
	2

	3
	Bad Company
	50
	37
	43
	6

	4
	Least interested in  domestic work
	34
	25
	17
	1

	5
	JIHAD (Afghanistan - Kashmir)
	33
	37
	38
	1

	6
	Corporal Punishment in School
	26
	18
	32
	2

	7
	Poverty
	21
	32
	27
	3

	8
	Bad Character
	18
	24
	27
	

	9
	Demand of love marriage
	12
	10
	11
	1

	10
	Visiting city
	11
	8
	7
	2

	11
	Kidnapped
	8
	8
	9
	2

	12
	Search of employment
	8
	7
	7
	4

	13
	Miscellaneous
	12
	14
	13
	

	14
	No response/

Don not know
	17
	3
	3
	

	
	Total
	494
	536
	509
	38


Causes of running away of children from their homes
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BOX-9

	MY SON IS SHAHEED (Martyr)

My son Hanif Ullah was 17 years old. He always attended the DARSI QURAN (lessons taught by clerics in the mosque). In the month of RAMADHAN he went to Mardan and joined the MADRASSA TAFHEEMUL QURAN to learn the translation of Quran. He was sent for militant training from the MADRASSA. He went to Kashmir to fight agasint Indian Army. But he did not come back. He is SHAHEED (Martyr).

Gul Rehman of Munda (Dir) – Father



The attitude of parents towards children

Majority of parents (40.84 %) is of the view that their attitude towards their children was good but the children (57.58 %), Neighbors (50.99%) and Teachers (51.73 %) expressed their view that the attitude of the parents towards their children was harsh.

Table- 6 
The attitude of parents towards Children

	Response
	Parents

%
	Teachers

%
	Neighbors

%
	Child
%

	Good
	40.84
	21.29
	27.48
	27.27

	Very Good
	  5.20
	  5.45
	4.70
	  3.03

	Harsh
	30.94
	51.73
	50.99
	57.58

	No response
	23.02
	21.53
	16.83
	12.12

	Total
	100 %
	100 %
	100 %
	100 %
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Where did the children run away?

Three big cities

Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi are the big industrial cities where people from NWFP go to work. The adolescent running away from the homes selected these big cities. 

62.85 % children have run away to these three cities as following.

Karachi:
   
  
38.74 %              


Lahore;


13.83 %


Rawalpindi.


10.28 %

Table:
  7

 
The places where the children run away

	CITY
	Number of children
	Percentage

	KARACHI
	98
	38.74  %

	
LAHORE 
	35
	13.83  %

	RAWALPINDI 
	26
	10.28  %

	
JIHAD
	27
	10.67  %

	PESHAWAR 
	08
	03.16  %

	
QUETTA 
	05
	01.98  %

	OTHER
	54
	21.34 %

	TOTAL
	253
	100.00  %
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WORK DONE BY CHILD AFTER RUNNING AWAY

According to the parents 36.64 % of run away children were engaged in works such that labor, shoe polishing, selling newspapers, carpets weaving or worked at hotels, shops and transport. 

Table:  8   Work done by child after running away

	S #
	Work done by child
	Parents

%
	Children

%

	1
	Laboring, Shoes polishing, Selling News papers, Transport, Carpets, Hotels, shops
	36.64 
	33.34

	2
	Do not Know/No response
	37.62 
	27.27

	3
	No work
	16.58 
	27.27

	4
	Jihad/ Religious School
	07.67
	06.06

	6
	Smuggling, Film Studio, Theft, Drugs Selling, Court marriage
	00.99
	03.03

	7
	Kidnapped
	00.50
	03.03

	
	Total
	100.00 %
	100.00 %
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INFORMATION TO POLICE BY PARENTS
22.77 % parents reported to police that there children were missing, while 77.23 % of parents did not inform the police. 
Table: 9
Information to Police by parents.
	
	Parents 
	Teachers 
	Neighbors 

	Yes 
	092
	078
	076

	No 
	312
	319
	325

	Don’t know 
	000
	007
	003

	Total 
	404
	404
	404



[image: image10.emf]92

312

0

50

100

150

200

250

300

350

Information to police by parents

Yes No







BOX- 10
	Ransacking

Sameena was only six years old. She was kidnapped for ransacking. The parents could not pay the demanded money according to the demanded schedule so she was killed. Her dead body was packed in a bag and threw in the nearby graveyard. Parents lodged FIR, made appeals to high ups but no action was taken to save the life of the child.

Haji Mohammad Omar – Kass Korona Mardan -Uncle




PARENTS

KNOWING WHEREABOUTS

OF THE RUN AWAY CHILDREN

252 parents (62. 4 %) knew the whereabouts of their children.  They knew that where their children were and what were they doing there. 152 parents (37.6 %) did not know the whereabouts of their children. 

Table:  10

Parents knowing about their children.
	S.No
	Name
	Number
	Percentage

	1
	Parents
	252
	62.38 %

	2
	Neighbors
	216
	53.47 %

	3
	Teachers
	211
	52.23 %
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BOX- 11

	I am worried about my son
 My son Shamasur Rehman was of 16 and a student of 9th class. He was very religious minded and always talked about JIHAD (Holly War). The JIHADI workers always came to the mosque and motivated the young boys to join them. He developed contacts with them and went for training without informing us. I am very worried about my son.









Mohammad Ibrahim –DIR- Father


EFFORTS MADE FOR FINDING OUT THE CHILDREN
8.93 % parents told that they had made no efforts to find out their children. While 91.07 % parents have tried different means to find out their children. The activities performed by the parents are as under;

Searching in the houses of relatives, different cities, giving advertisements in the Newspapers, announcements on the radio, loud speakers, distributing of posters, contacting friends and JIHADI Organizations, parents went in search of their children themselves.

· Searched in different cities and places, contacted friends and relatives:    








52.71 %

· Adds on TV /Radio/News papers/Posters, announcements on Loud speakers:







15.96 %
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Table:   11
Efforts made for finding out the children

	S. # 
	Efforts for finding out the child 
	Parents 
	Teachers 
	Neighbors 
	Child

	1
	Searched in different cities and places, relatives’ houses, contacts with different people and friends.
	360
	277
	266
	17

	2
	Adds on TV /Radio/News papers/Posters, announcements on Loud speakers
	109
	101
	68
	04

	3
	No attempts were made
	61
	90
	89
	11

	4
	Many attempts were made
	54
	70
	67
	04

	5
	FIR was logged 
	53
	36
	30
	01

	6
	Contacted religious/ Jihadi organizations
	25
	27
	25
	00

	7
	Parents went after child
	10
	04
	03
	00

	8
	Came back himself
	05
	05
	06
	01

	9
	Got amulets from Clerics
	05
	02
	02
	00

	10
	Edhi Trust was contacted
	01
	01
	02
	00

	
	Total
	683
	613
	558
	38


NUMBER OF CHILDREN FOUND

222 out of 404 children (54.95 %) came back to their homes while 182 (45.05 %) were not recovered.

Table:  12    Children brought to home
	
	Teachers 
	Parents 
	Neighbors 

	Yes 
	222
	222
	222

	No 
	182
	182
	182

	Total 
	404
	404
	404
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BOX -12
	A child was sexually abused

Sultan Khan was 13 years old. Some influential of the village sexually abused my child. His peers taunted him. He was unable to live in the village therefore he went to Karachi. We have come to know that he is working there.

          Kamran Khan- Mirza dher – Charsadda  Father of the Child

The society is too much cruel. Some persons sexually abused him and he ran away from the village.



                          Khalid Khan Teacher of the Child




HOW THE CHILDREN WERE FOUND OUT.

43.69 % of Children have come back home either themselves or they have informed their parents about their whereabouts. The relatives and family friends of 36.04 % of the found out children have informed their parents about the children, while only 19.37 % children have been traced out by their parents themselves. 

Table: 13
How the children were traced out

	S. No
	  Information about Children
	Parents 
	Percentage 

	1
	He came himself/ Child informed by phone/letter
	097
	43.69 %

	2
	Relatives, Friends informed
	080
	36.04 %

	3
	Parents searched
	043
	19.37 %

	4
	Other
	002
	00.90 %

	
	TOTAL
	222
	100.00 %
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WHO IS RESPONSIBLE FOR RUNNING AWAY

OF

CHILDREN
31.38 % Parents considered that they were responsible for running away of their children. A greater number of Teachers (54.99 %), Neighbors (57.50 %) and Children themselves (39.62 %) made responsible the parents and domestic environment for running away of children from homes. 

The second responsibility has been laid upon the child that is according to parents    (18.52 %), Teachers 16.34 %), Children (13.21 %), while the neighbors differ with this opinion as only 6.43 % considered the children responsible.

Society, Teachers and bad company has also been mentioned responsible for making the child run away from the home.
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Table:   14
Who is responsible for running away of children is responsible?
	S. #
	Who is responsible?
	Parents 
%
	Teachers

%
	Neighbors

%
	Children

%

	1
	Parents/Domestic Environment
	31.38
	54.99 
	57.50 
	39.62 

	2
	Child
	18.52
	16.34 
	06.43 
	13.21 

	3
	Society
	13.84
	06.35 
	14.04 
	13.21 

	4
	Teachers
	09.16
	05.63 
	04.68 
	13.21 

	5
	Friends/ Bad company
	08.58
	04.36 
	04.68 
	09.43 

	6
	I do not know/ No response
	08.00
	04.17 
	02.34 
	05.66 

	7
	Poverty/Unemployment
	05.26
	02.90 
	04.87 
	03.77 

	8
	Jehadi organizations/clerics
	03.31
	02.72 
	02.34 
	01.89 

	9
	Government
	01.95 
	02.54 
	03.12 
	00.00 

	
	Total
	100.00 
	100.00 
	100.00 
	100.00 


Box- 13

	The environment of the School

I am a daily wage labor. My son Mohammad Tariq was 13 years old. The schoolteacher always beat him. Therefore he remained absent from school. When I knew about his absence from school I could not control my anger and beat him severely. He found it difficult and unbearable to be punished in the school as well as at home, so he ran away from home. I do not know why the children hate the school. Some times I conclude that the environment of the school is not friendly fro children. The Government should make the environment of the schools children friendly .               



       Islam Badshah – Karak – Father


THE PROBLEMS FACED BY THE RUNAWAY CHILDREN

	1.
	Lack of Shelter, Food, Clothes, Money and Basic needs
	42.38  %

	2.
	Adopting bad ways and becoming a part of bad companies/ falling a prey to gangs of smugglers, terrorists, thieves/dacoits and drug mafia.
	20.35  %

	3.
	Threats of sexual and physical abuse, diseases and rough weather
	17.45  %

	4.
	Exploitation i.e. Child Labor/Less wages and more work.


	  5.63 %

	5.
	Social and Psychological problems such that Inferiority complex, disappointment, feeling life as a burden, discontinuation of education, harassment by police and Language problems.


	5.52 %


Table:       The Problems face by the Runaway Children
	S. #
	Problems
	Parents
	Teachers 
	Neighbors 
	Child

	1
	Shelter, Food, Clothes, Money, Basic needs
	341
	375
	357
	38

	2
	Adopting bad ways and bad company, Falling a prey to gangs of smugglers, terrorists/ Militant Groups, Dacoits, thieves, drug mafia/ Police harassment.
	175


	188
	171
	08

	3
	Threats of Sexual and Physical abuse/ diseases/ weather
	130
	176
	151
	08

	4
	Social /Physiological problems/ Inferiority/ disappointment/ life becomes a burden/ Language problems / discontinuation of education
	46
	54
	42
	05

	5
	Child Labor/Less wages more work
	35
	46
	61
	08

	6
	Don not know
	34
	23
	23
	01

	
	Total
	761
	862
	805
	60


THE PROBLEMS FACED BY THE RUNAWAY CHILDREN
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ARMED CONFLICTS AND RUNAWAY CHILDREN

27 children (6.68 %) joined the TALIBAN in Afghanistan and MILITANTS groups in Kashmir.  9 children went to Kabul to fight against United States and Army of the alliance against the terrorism in Afghanistan.  10 children were reported that they went to Kashmir for fighting against the Indian troops.  8 children were in different training camps.

Table:
 16

Children joining Holly War  

	S No
	District
	Name
	 Address
	Age
	Training camp

	1
	Haripur
	Imdad Hussain shah
	Kot Najeebullah
	17
	Kashmir

	2
	
	Faizan
	Basti Biland Khan
	13
	Kashmir

	3
	
	Liaqat
	Padani
	17
	Afghanistan

	4
	
	Rashid
	Kamilpur
	16
	Mansehra Camp

	5
	
	Amjad Hussain
	Mang
	15
	Afghanistan

	6
	
	Yasir Abbas
	Hattar
	17
	Mansehra Camp

	7
	Charsadda
	Ali Raza
	Rajarh
	15
	Kashmir

	8
	
	Shariq Jan
	Dulat Pura
	13
	Kashmir

	9
	
	Abdur Rehman
	Husrat Zai
	17
	Afghanistan

	10
	Mardan
	Said Nawab
	Kass Korona Mardan
	15
	Mansehra Camp

	11
	DIK
	Faheem Khan
	Kalachi city
	17
	Afghanistan

	12
	
	Gulistan Khan
	Kamal Khel  Kalchi City
	17
	Afghanistan

	13
	
	Mohammad Ramzan
	Parwa 
	16
	Kashmir

	14
	
	Mohammad Adeel
	Kachi Painda Khan
	16
	Karachi

	15
	Bannu
	Hafiz Sher Wali Khan
	Mirbaz  Barakzai 
	17
	Quetta camp

	16
	
	Kamran Khan
	Muslimabad
	17
	Bala Kot

	17
	DIR
	Hanifullah
	Munda
	17
	Kashmir

	18
	
	Zia Uddin
	Blamabt
	16
	Afghanistan

	19
	
	Jamil
	Khima
	17
	Kashmir

	20
	
	Mohammad Ibrahim
	Jabgai Payan
	16
	Kashmir

	21
	
	Usman
	Talash
	16
	Karachi

	22
	
	Abdul Khaliq Mujahid
	Shotnala
	17
	Afghanistan

	23
	
	Mohammad Saleem
	Blamabt
	16
	Afghanistan

	24
	
	Shafiullah Mujahid
	Shontala
	16
	Kashmir

	25
	
	Mohammad Rehman
	Badwan
	17
	Afghanistan

	26
	
	Mohammad Nazir
	Jabgai Payan
	17
	Kashmir

	27
	Swabi
	Abdur Rehman
	Kalabat
	16
	Not known







BOX-
14

	Training Camp in Mansehra
Yasir Abbas was young man of 17 and he was a student of 10th Class. He belonged to village Hattar of district Haripur. Yasir Abbas joined the JAISHI MOHAMMAD and went for training to a camp in Mansehra.

“JABBA CAMP” is at a small distance from Mansehra. There is a sign board on the gate of the camp with the worlds, “MADRASA ISMAIL SHAHEED”. The road from the gate of the Madrassa to the top of the hill is metalled. There is a barrier on the main gate of the Madrassa and an active security guard performs his duty and do not let any person to enter the gate. The camp is surrounded by barbed wire.

I had got a letter from the office of JASHI MOHAMMAD in Haripur. I had told to the office bearers that I was only visiting my child to appreciate my son and wanted to give some money to him. 

The security guard sent the letter inside the camp. After confirmation I was allowed to enter the camp. The security guard searched me and even did not allow taking with me a pen.

I heard the heavy blow of Rocket firing with intervals. There were nearly 900 young boys. I met with Deputy Commander of the Camp. He told me that I could meet the child but could not take him with me. He further informed me to meet the Commander to arrange my meeting with the child. 

I told to the child that his mother was serious and near to death as she was very worried for him. The child told me that no one was allowed to leave the camp. I told him that it was my headache but he should express his willingness to go with me in front of their commander. So he did so.

The commander told me that I was lucky as my child had joined the Jehadi group. He told me that I would be awarded by God after my death and would enter the JANNAT (HEAVEN) because of the action of my son.

I was succeeded in getting out my son. There were three children from Gujranwala they were making requests to us to bring them out at any cost.

Syed Ibrar Hussain Shah – Hattat (Haripur) - Father




BOX- 15

	I shall  go again to fight in Kashmir
Shariq Khan was 13 years old living in Dulat Pura district Charsadda. The child was too much interested in JIHAD. He always talked about Holly War and told that he would go to support the Muslims in Kashmir and to fight against the Hindus. I did not allow him but he ran away and joined the militant forces. He got training of JIHAD. He sent letters during his training period. After completion of training he went to Kashmir and then came back. He says that he will go again to fight in Kashmir. There are militant groups who openly motivate the children to join them. They make chalking on the walls distribute handbills and make announcements on the loud speakers. These activities should be banned.











   Ali Raza - Father
The boy was intelligent. Some religious groups motivated him. He left the school and went for JIHAD. The child said that he got training and went to Kashmir for jihad and then  he was in a position to fight against the non-believers.







           Yonus Khan– Schoolteacher



COMMUNITY PERCEPTIONS AND SUGGESTIONS

FOR

COMBATING THE SITUATION

1.
Parents Role -      46.13 %
Parents should take care of their Children, provide friendly home environment to them. Parents should know about the problems of their children and try to solve these problems. Parents should be affectionate and tender to their children. Parents should avoid themselves from a discriminative behavior and every child should be given proper attention.

The parents should focus on the character building of their children. Parents should maintain discipline and protect their children from a bad company. Undue lift has also bad effects on the character of a child therefore the parents should adopt care of a balanced attitude.

There is need to promote Awareness about child rights among the parents and proper trainings should be arranged for them

2. Promotion of Child Rights: 
 21.13 %
Awareness about Children Psychology, Child rights should be promoted on community level with a focus on Parents and Teachers. Children should be protected from violence, child labor and discrimination. The basic needs of the children should be fulfilled.

The children should be given the right of expression of their views, they should be listened and be trusted.

Recreational and sports facilities be provided to children.
3. Education System:                18.19 %
The community members mention the education system as a main factor and cause of running away of children from the homes. The attitude of the teachers is harsh. The teachers beat the children mercilessly and compel the children to remain out of schools. When the children refuse to go to school their parents force them to go to school without knowing about their problems. As a result the child feels himself safe neither in school nor in the home so he runs away from the home.

There should be a child friendly environment in the schools. The corporal punishment in the schools should be banned. There should be a close contact between the teachers and the parents and they should work together to solve the problems of the children.

4. Alleviation of Poverty/child Labor. 
 8.43 % 
The extreme Poverty compels the children to go in search of jobs and services to the cities. The parents forced their children to work with them in their jobs especially farming. The parents should not put burden of labor on the shoulders of their children.
Technical educations and skills development programs should be introduced in the schools, so that the children become confident and be able to earn a livelihood for themselves and be safe from a hazardous kind of child labor.

5. Government/Community Role

6.12 %

Some people do not like this system and they want to have a change in the system to combat the problem of running away of children. They feel a need of Government intervention as well as community role to solve the problem.

They feel that the religious Political Parties and Militant groups should stop the propaganda in favor of Holly War and motivating the children to become a part of their ranks. They demand the Government to ban the activities of JIHADI, Militant, Fundamentalist and extremist religious groups.

There is also a weak voice for ending the dish and VCR culture.

Suggestions for combating the situation
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Table:  15      Suggestions for combating the situation
	S. #
	Response
	Parents 
	Teachers 
	Neighbors 
	Child

	1
	Parents Role  -    
	
	
	
	

	
	Parents should take care, provide friendly home environment to children and solve their problems/ be affectionate, no discrimination
	162
	209
	215
	08

	
	Discipline and character building
	43
	33
	33
	

	
	Protection from bad company
	42
	35
	28
	7

	
	Religious Education to Children
	21
	9
	15
	

	
	Awareness and training for Parents
	15
	33
	19
	

	
	No undue love
	4
	5
	5
	

	
	941 -     46.13 %
	287
	324
	315
	15

	2
	Promotion of Child Rights
	
	
	
	

	
	Awareness about Children Psychology, Protection and Rights 
	39
	60
	45
	4

	
	Children should be protected from violence
	32
	29
	32
	2

	
	Basic needs of children to be fulfilled
	27
	29
	43
	4

	
	To be allowed to express their will and be trusted
	13
	18
	8
	3

	
	Sports and games opportunities be provided
	3
	3
	7
	0

	
	431 -  21.13 %
	114
	169
	135
	13

	3
	Education System
	
	
	
	

	
	Attention to Education of children,

Children Friendly behavior of Teachers, Elimination  of corporal punishment, Teachers and Parents Contacts, Technical Skills to children
	107
	130
	123
	11

	
	371 – 18.19 %
	107
	130
	123
	11

	4
	Alleviation of Poverty/Child Labor
	
	
	
	

	
	Alleviation of Poverty/provision of Jobs
	41
	47
	41
	7

	
	No burden of work on children /children not to be forced to work
	12
	11
	12
	1

	
	172 –   8.43 %
	53
	58
	53
	8

	5
	Government Role
	
	
	
	

	
	To change System, Government and promote community role
	23
	24
	26
	1

	
	Protect children from Militancy and Jihad and ban on fundamentalist and extremist religious groups.
	14
	15
	13
	

	
	To end dish and VCR culture
	2
	4
	3
	

	
	125 -    6.12 %
	39
	43
	42
	1

	
	Total                2040 -  100 %
	600
	724
	668
	48


CONCLUSIONS
· The children running away from their homes belong to different sections of the society. They are from all walks of life. It is not restricted to poor or middle classes. All the sections of the society are affected by this problem. The children of Businessmen, Farmers, laborers, Artisans and clerics are there on the list.
· Children of Illiterate, Literate and highly educated parents equally suffer. 51 % of parents of the run away children are educated. In a society where literacy rate is too low it is very disturbing that the educated and literate parents either do not care for their children or do not know the need of giving proper attention to the problems and needs of their children.

· Age factor plays an important role in the running away of children from their homes. Physical and psychological changes occur in the age of (12 – 16 and a problem of adjustment with parents and family members emerges. The parents are unable to know about the problems and feelings of their children. They expect more obedience and of a responsible behavior from their children. While the children become more zealous, active and enthusiastic in this age and want that their existence and importance to be acknowledged.  
· There are three main causes of running away of child from home. The major cause is the attitude of parents and domestic environment (36.44 %). The child shows a reaction to the domestic quarrellings and abuses by parents. The second major factor is Corporal Punishment and the environment of the school (25.10 %). When a child is beaten in school he runs away from the school but his parents compel him to go to school and punish him so he leaves the home too. Third cause is stated to be the bad company of which the child fall a prey (15.99 %). 

· The Educated parents and Teachers compelled the children to leave the schools and their homes. Our education system does not provide awareness about Child development and their rights but it promotes a totalitarian and authoritarian attitude. 

· A new factor of leaving the homes by adolescents is of JIHAD. The Religious Political parties and Militant groups openly convince and motivate the adolescents to join their camps, get training and take part in the armed conflicts in Afghanistan and Kashmir (6.68%).
· The adolescent girls (Age 16 and 17) have left the home because of not marrying them according to their will.
· The attitude of the parents towards the children who ran away was harsh. This was the main factor for children to leave the home. The Parents especially the fathers of runaway children were responsible for the incident.
· The children leaving their homes went to three big cities Karachi, Lahore and Rawalpindi. These are industrial and commercial cities and have attraction for child and cheap labor. The children engaged in works such that labor, shoe polishing, selling newspapers, carpets weaving, hotels, shops and Transport.
· 22.77 % parents reported to police that there children were missing, while 77.23 % of parents did not bother to inform the police. It shows that the people do not trust in the Police that they would extend any kind of support to them.
· 54.95 % children came to the homes. Out of them 43.69 % came homes themselves, 36.04 % of the children were brought back as their relatives and friends of the family informed their parents. 19.37 % children have been searched out by their parents. 45.05 % children are still missing. The number of parents using different ways to search and bring back their children is quiet less. It shows that the role of parents in searching out of their children is passive.
· The main problems facing the runaway children were identified as Social and Economical i.e.  Lack of basic needs, threats of physical, sexual and other abuses, falling to prey of criminal gangs.
RECOMMENDATIONS
· The Children of age between 12 to 16 years suffer a lot. The harsh attitude of the parents and teachers compel the children to leave the school as well as their homes. The parents and teachers are unaware of the psychology of the children. There is a need to give orientation to the teachers and parents about the development and psychological changes of a child.
· A right based approach to the Education should be introduced. The NGOs working in the fields of child rights and education should focus on the issue.

· The corporal punishment in the schools needs to be banned. The Education department should play its role in this regard.
· The NGOs and CBOs working for promotion of Child Rights should focus on the promotion of awareness about the child rights among the parents sand teachers.
· A community based pressure should be developed on the teachers to quit Corporal punishment.
· The children should be listened and their problems and issues should be understood by the teachers and parents.
· There should be a close coordination and contacts between the parents and teachers.

· Recreational opportunities and Positive activities for children such that games, debates and dialogues should be promoted.

· The activities of Militant Groups and their camps should be closed. No one should be allowed to convince and motivate the children to join the armed conflicts in the area.

· The Peace Education should be developed. NGOs and CBOs should focus on Peace and Tolerance.

· There is need to review the syllabus and the subject matters promoting intolerance and hatred should be replaced with one which promotes harmony, peace, tolerance and love of mankind.
· Dialogues on social and other issues should be promoted in the Education Institutes as well community level.
· Adolescents groups should be organized and their capacity be strengthen to develop leadership among the young people.
· Necessary laws regarding Child labor and Abuse may be introduced.
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