INTRODUCTION











"In their little worlds, in which children have their existence...there is nothing so finely perceived and so finely felt, as injustice." 


Charles Dickens








There is no universal definition of Child Abuse and the concept varies from country to country and society to society. Every child, despite her/his individual differences and uniqueness is to be considered of equal intrinsic worth and hence should be entitled to equal social, economic, civil and political rights, so that she/he may fully realize her/his potential and share equally in life, liberty and happiness.


In accordance with these value premises then "any act of commission or omission by individuals, institutions, or society as a whole, and any conditions resulting from such act or inaction, which harm the children physically or mentally and/or interfere with their optimal development, constitute by definition, abusive or neglectful act or conditions".


Child Abuse is a phenomenon of long-standing and global prevalence. Historically and geographically it has tended to follow enslavement, colonisation and military occupations. To perceive why children have been abused is to understand that historically children have, until fairly recently, never had access to statutory protection. As Maria Montessori points out "No social problem is as universal as the oppression of the child... No slave was ever so much the property of his master as the child is of the parent. Never were the rights of man so disregarded as in the case of the child".





Trans-historically, there is, and has been, a generally unfavourable climate for children and that the acceptance of childhood as a developmental stage and part of life in its own right has only been recognized in modern society. The United Nations recognized this truth only in 1989 with the passage of the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC), an effort to institutionalize the concept of "Childhood" in International Law. Setting minimum standards of protection for children's survival, health and education, as well as providing explicit protection against exploitation at work, against physical or sexual abuse, and against the degradations of war, the Convention is the first agreement among the nations of the world on the legally defined rights of the child.





�
THE NWFP SCENARIO








When evil doing comes like falling rain, 


Nobody calls out 'stop'!


When crimes begin to pile up, 


They become invisible.


When sufferings become unendurable, 


The cries are no longer heard.


The cries, too, 


Fall like rain in summer.





(Bertolt Brecht -- Poems in Exile, 1934-36)








There is a paucity of published data about the incidence of Child Abuse in Pakistan. The same is true for North West Frontier Province (NWFP). Like other major public health and social problems, it is not easy to document the actual incidence or prevalence of child abuse. It is always difficult to obtain information on sensitive or highly stigmatized topics and even more difficult when the victims are children who cannot independently seek help or narrate their woes.





This study was conducted with the basic objective to;





A.	Find out patterns of crimes against children and the types of child abuse in NWFP through newspaper data.


B.	Know societal perceptions about child sexual abuse through a community based study.





METHODOLOGY








NEWSPAPERS DATA





Newspapers clipping files for 3 months (15 June -- 14 Sept 1997) maintained by the Child Rights and Abuse Committee of Pakistan Paediatrics Association were obtained and used as data source. The information so obtained was entered on specially designed forms. The clippings with incomplete and ambiguous information were discarded. The forms were then carefully analyzed and categorized according to the type of abuse/nature of crime against children. Although CRC defines the Child as a person upto 18 years age, but in this study only children upto 16 years were included.








CHARACTERISTICS OF THE DATA:





When one attempts to relate the rate of reporting to the true extent of abuse, two questions come quickly to the mind: Do all cases actually get reported, and do all reports ultimately turn out to be true? A careful answer is that although there is a definite element of sensationalism in the newspaper stories, the abuse appears to be highly under-reported. The researchers didn't attempt to ascertain the actual incidence or prevalence of the problem, which can never be found through newspapers, but rather tried to find out the patterns of Child Abuse and Maltreatment.





�
RESEARCH FINDINGS





The patterns of abuse / crimes against children has been given in Table-I.


TABLE: I





Patterns of Abuse / Crimes against Children in NWFP based on Newspapers data, June 15th--Sept 14th, 1997.�
�






Pattern of Abuse / Crime�



No. of Children�
�



Murders�



30�
�



Attempt to Murder/ Seriously wounded�



10�
�



Missing Children ( Kidnapping for ransom, trafficking, runaway)�



105�
�



Sexual Abuse�



44�
�



Physical Abuse�



14�
�



Severe forms of Child Neglect�



11�
�



Suicide�



4�
�



Killed in Roadside Accidents�



25�
�



Wounded in Roadside Accidents�



51�
�



Drowned�



12�
�



Killed by Landmines�



2�
�



Seriously wounded in Landmines�



13�
�



Children used for Crimes�



7�
�



Children Abused / exploited in other ways�



11�
�
�



MURDER





Article 6:





1.	States Parties recognize that every child has the inherent right to life.


2.	States Parties shall ensure to the maximum extent possible the survival 			and development of the child.








30 Children (Males 26, Females 4) aged (6 months - 16 years) were murdered in NWFP in 3 months time. This is a shocking and shameful piece of statistics. Since ages, "Badal" or revenge irrespective of consequences is an integral part of "Pukhtoonwali" (Pukhtoon code of honour). But the code dictates, that revenge is never directed at the enemy's women and children. A careful analysis of these figures show that 16 minor children were killed due to old enmity or petty disputes. This is a new and disturbing trend, which reflects the erosion of values and traditions. 





Some cases are given below:


CHINAI, GADOON - SWABI:	3 children from a family (Muntazir Khan 4 yrs, Shah Nazar 5 months, Nabeela 5 yrs) were shot dead at village Chinai, Gadoon, District Swabi. The motive behind murder was a land dispute.


PISHTAKHARA - PESHAWAR:	Subhan 12, and Neelam 13, were killed in their home at village Pishtakhara Distt. Peshawar due to an old enmity.


KHANPUR - HAZARA:	Two children in a village near Khanpur Hazara, were killed by the family's enemies. They were brutally beheaded and their limbs amputated.


PABBI: Nabi Gul 5, was shot dead while playing outside home.


While all these incidents are extremely sad, more shocking is the news of child murders at the hands of their own parents. 





Some examples are mentioned below:





BAHRAIN - SWAT:	A six months old infant Rustam Ali, of village Bahrain Swat, was killed by his own father along with his mother on a petty household matter.


GHAZI - HAZARA:	Naheeda 16, from Ghazi District Haripur, was shot dead by her own father. Her mother got seriously injured.





Some of these murders were committed in a highly gruesome manner like;


 


Lakki Marwat:	S/o Mashal Khan 15, was killed by unknown person/s. His dead body was found in pieces in the fields outside the village.


Landi Kotal:	S/o Said Nabi 5, was killed and his dead body thrown to a well.





�



ATTEMPT TO MURDER / SERIOUSLY WOUNDED





Article 37:





States Parties shall ensure that;


No child shall be subjected to torture or other cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment. Neither capital punishment nor life imprisonment without possibility of release shall be imposed for offences committed by persons below 18 years of age. 





6 cases were reported. The reasons were almost the same as for murder.





Akora Khattak:	Anwar Khan 16, was stabbed by three persons due to a petty dispute.


Kakshal, Peshawar:	Nabi 8, was seriously wounded due to a family dispute.








Article 31 (1):





States Parties recognize the right of the child to rest and leisure, to engage in play and recreational activities appropriate to the age of the child and to participate freely in cultural life and the arts.





t	Mardan:	Zeeshan 16, was seriously wounded (and his mother killed) when his father opened fire at them. Zeeshan had insisted to go to Murree with a group of friends.








MISSING CHILDREN


Article 35:





States Parties shall take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent the abduction of, the sale of or traffic in children for any purpose or in any form.





The problem of "Missing Children" is a serious one in NWFP. There are three main reasons;


Children are being kidnapped for ransom or to pressurise opponents in case of disputes.


Trafficking of children for the purpose of forced work and prostitution.


Run-away Children.


During the Study period, 106 children (Males 92, Females 14) went missing. Some cases are mentioned below;


Charsadda:	Ali Shah 8, S/o Muhammad Sher was kidnapped for ransom.


Swabi:	Iqbal 8, S/o Dr.Shamshad of village Charbagh was kidnapped for ransom.


Peshawar:	Zahid 8, S/o Ghulam of Dabgari was kidnapped on money dispute.


Peshawar:	Rahimullah 6, S/o Mohammad Sharif was kidnapped for ransom. He was recovered after 2 months.


Peshawar:	Faisal 2 1/2, was kidnapped from Bhanamari. The kidnapper demanded a ransom of 2 million rupees for the safe release of the child. The kidnappers used to give sedative drugs to the child to keep him quiet. The boy was recovered after four days during a commando operation. His kidnapper was a neighbour and friend of the child's father.





Peshawar:	A young girl of 14 was kidnapped by some of her relatives from Badaber area. Zaman Khan told police that some of his relatives were interested to arrange the marriage of his 14 years old daughter. As the family was not on good terms with them, he refused. His refusal infuriated his relatives who came to his home late at night and allegedly took away his daughter by force.


Dera Ismail Khan:	Two children (real brothers) were kidnapped from Paharpur on land dispute. This led to severe public outrage in the whole area. On the personal intervention of Chief Minister, the children were recovered after 2 months of captivity.


Peshawar:	Awal Khan, a drug addict from Kotla Sultan kidnapped his own daughter (Rubi 13). The motive was to extort money from his wife for drugs.


Charsadda:	A woman and her two minor daughters were kidnapped from village Bakyana. They were sold for Rs.37,000/- at Karachi. Police recovered the kidnappees.


Peshawar:	S/o Farhad 10, was kidnapped from a public park at Phase-3, Hayatabad by armed gunmen in the presence of several people.


Charsadda:	A minor girl was kidnapped and sold to a person at District Kohat. Police recovered the girl.


Mansehra:	A man (Afghan Refugee) was caught red handed while trying to kidnap a 10 years old child at Mansehra Bus Stand.


Chirat:	Rashida Noreen 14, of village Kotli was kidnapped by two armed men while going to school. The kidnappers were immediately intercepted and arrested by police and people of the area.





�



PHYSICAL ABUSE





Article 19 (1):





States Parties shall take all appropriate legislative, administrative, social and educational measures to protect the child from all forms of physical or mental violence, injury or abuse, neglect or negligent treatment, maltreatment or exploitation including sexual abuse, while in the care of parent(s), legal guardian(s) or any other person who has the care of the child.





Physical abuse consists of any non-accidental form of injury or harm, inflicted on a child by a person having charge of that child. Physical abuse includes severe beating, burning or wounding. The use of a closed fist or instrument, kicking, throwing or shaking a child constitutes physical abuse, whether or not that incident caused internal injuries or eye damage. Corporal punishment which injures the child to the point where medical attention is required is outside the limits of normal corrective discipline. Such injuries could occur in an institutional setting as well as in the home.





Physical abuse was the first form of child maltreatment to be widely recognized by medical professionals. Cafey, in 1946 was among the first to suggest that the hitherto unexplained syndrome of Sudbural haematomas and long-bone fractures in children might be caused by trauma. Silverman (1953) later suggested that trauma was the most common cause of occult bone abnormalities frequently found in infants. In 1962, Kempe etal published their landmark description of the "Battered Child Syndrome". Although physicians originally viewed these reports with reactions ranging from scepticism to outrage, the concept of the battered child soon became not only an accepted medical diagnosis but also prima facie courtroom evidence that a child has been abused (Robert 1980). Kempe states that child abuse awareness, like other social issues such as women's emancipation came at a time when conventional values began to be challenged and began to lose their hold.








WHY PARENTS ABUSE THEIR CHILDREN?





Worldwide, maltreatment of children has survived into the present time, because two beliefs have remained strong. Firstly, children are seen as their parent's property and it is taken for granted that parents have complete power to treat their children as they see fit. Secondly, they are seen as their parent's responsibility and harsh treatment is justified by the belief that severe physical punishment is necessary to maintain discipline. Parents, teachers and the system itself have sanctioned physical punishment as a form of discipline against children. "Beating the devil out of them" is still a common expression today. The social system contributes to the causation of child abuse in other ways too. Child Abuse, usually occurs when parents can not cope with the demands of parenthood and the society and state fail to guarantee the rights of children. It originates from social injustice and policies, which deprive children of the circumstances and conditions needed for their optimal development. As a consequence of these policies, children live in poverty and stressful environment, making them vulnerable to all forms of abuse and neglect.





Article 28 (2):





States Parties shall take all appropriate measures to ensure that school discipline is administered in a manner consistent with the child's human dignity and in conformity with the present Convention.





During the three months period, 14 cases of abuse were reported in the Newspapers. Out of these 8 were reported from schools, despite the fact that schools were closed most of the time due to summer vacations. 





Some instances of abuse are given below;





PESHAWAR:	Mr. Bacha Gul, a teacher of middle school Jogiwara Peshawar, gave severe beating to a child. The child was taken home with bleeding wounds. The parents and other children protested and demanded an enquiry.


HANGU:	To punish the students, the teachers got their heads shaved. This humiliating incident took place at  Government High School No.2, Hangu.


CHIKAR KOT - KOHAT:	A child of Public School Chikar Kot Kohat was severely beaten by the school principal. The child was admitted to hospital in a serious condition. Police registered a case against the Principal.


MANSEHRA:	Shabana D/o Farman, a student of Star Public School Mansehra, was severely beaten by  Class teacher. She fell unconscious and was taken to hospital.








Article 37 (b):





No child shall be deprived of his or her liberty unlawfully or arbitrarily. The arrest, detention or imprisonment of a child shall be in conformity with the law and shall be used only as a measure of last resort and for the shortest appropriate period of time.





PISHTAKHARA - PESHAWAR:	Police arrested a minor child after beating him severely. The protest of the child's mother further infuriated the cops and they arrested six more children.


TANK:	Police arrested a 9 years  old boy. He was suspected to be involved in a kidnapping case.


LAHOR (SWABI):	Police arrested a 6 years old boy from village Tordher on the charges of hurting another child. The court acquitted the child.


NAGUMAN - CHARSADDA:	An unemployed man from village Naguman District Charsadda, threw his wife and two daughters to the river. They were rescued by people.








Article 33:





State Parties shall take all appropriate measures, including legislative, administrative, social and educational measures, to protect children from the illicit use of narcotic drugs and psychotropic substances as defined in the relevant international treaties, and to prevent the use of children in the illicit production and trafficking of such substances.


The Daily Frontier Post published a story about the abuse of children by professional beggars. These beggars put their minor children on opium and other narcotic drugs, so that they appear sick. These children, who appear to be in deep slumber, are a common sight on most pavements of Peshawar City and other towns of NWFP.


NEGLECT








Neglect, in all of  its forms is probably the single most common type of child maltreatment as well as the most under reported. Polenske and co-workers (1981) see three main forces interacting to create child neglect. First, economic forces may define the range of resources available for a child's care. Although neglect occurs in all socio-economic groups, low income appears to increase its prevalence. A second  force is the parent's personality. Many neglectful parents display a cluster of distinctive personality traits. The way these parents view the world in general, and the task of child rearing in particular, appears to alter their ability to cope with life's challenges and to create a nurturing environment for their children. Finally, the parental characteristics that lead to neglect may be modified by social or ecological influences. At times these influences may protect against neglect, such as a good fortune or a relatively undemanding job shelters a parent from stress. Alternatively, a community's tolerance for in-appropriate child rearing practices may sanction and perpetuate neglect. Only a small number of stories about very obvious and serious forms were reported;








A.	ABANDONMENT;	means leaving a child unattended for excessively long period or desertion of a child.





BHANAMARI - PESHAWAR:	An eight months old infant was abandoned by a woman, in Bhanamari - Peshawar City.


THANA - MALAKAND AGENCY:	The body of a dead newborn baby was found in a plastic bag at Thana - Malakand Agency.


BAGMANI - D.I.KHAN:	The body of a dead newborn baby was found at village Bagmani - D.I.Khan.


The body of a dead newborn baby was found on Sunehri Masjid Road, near Cantonment General Hospital, Peshawar.








B.	LACK OF SUPERVISION;	Failure of parent / care giver to adequately supervise the child's action or whereabouts. This may result in harm to the health and safety of the child. Several reports about lack of supervision were reported;





Article 18 (1):





State Parties shall use their best efforts to ensure recognition of the principle that both parents have common responsibilities for the upbringing and development of the child. Parents or, as the case may be, legal guardians, have the primary responsibility for the upbringing and development of the child. The best interests of the child will be their basic concern.








a)	In NWFP, most of the people keep loaded guns in their houses, at easily accessible places. This practice has resulted in numerous accidents. 


SHERGARH:	Mohammad Ali 7, shot dead another child at home, while playing with a gun.


MANSEHRA:	Amjad 6, was seriously wounded while playing with a gun.


SWABI:	A six years old child seriously wounded another child, while playing with a gun.





b)	During summer months, children in rural NWFP take bath in canals to beat the severe heat. Most of them have no swimming skills and are usually not supervised by adults. 12 deaths due to drowning were reported during the three months study period from various parts of the province.








c)	ELECTROCUTED TO DEATH:	5 children were electrocuted to death in separate incidents of electrocution at home.


KOHAT:	Amir Khan 8, was electrocuted to death on touching a fan, at village Chorlaki - Kohat.


PESHAWAR:	Asad 11, was electrocuted to death on touching a live wire at his home, Gulabad Dalazak Road.


TARNAB-PESHAWAR:	Faheem 16, was electrocuted to death on touching a live wire.


YAR HUSSAIN-SWABI:	Fauzia 11, died immediately on touching a live wire.








d)	THANA-MALAKAND AGENCY:	Bushra 3, was killed while playing with a mule.


YAKATOOT-PESHAWAR:	Shahab, a minor child was wounded while playing with a donkey.





�



INSTITUTIONAL NEGLECT





A)	EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS:


Article 28 (1):





States Parties recognize the right of the child to education, and with a view to achieving this right progressively and on the basis of equal opportunity, they shall, in particular:


(a)	Make primary education compulsory and available free to all;


(b)	Encourage the development of different forms of secondary education, including


	general and vocational education, make them available and accessible to every child, and take appropriate measures such as the introduction of free education and offering financial assistance in case of need;


(c)	Make higher education accessible to all on the basis of capacity by every appropriate means;


(d)	Make educational and vocational information and guidance available and accessible to all children;


(e)	Take measures to encourage regular attendance at schools and the reduction of dropout rates.





In the third week of August, schools reopened after summer vacations. Due to non-availability or lack of fans and drinking water, hundreds of students suffered heat stroke in schools all over the Province. A photograph in Daily "Aaj" showed 14 children lying unconscious in the veranda of Gulbahar Technical School Peshawar. Same stories were reported from Kohat, Bannu, Dera Ismail Khan, Hangu, Charsadda, Pabbi, Mardan, Nowshera, Swabi and Haripur. These incidents triggered a wave of protests and the schools were closed again.


35 reports mentioning educational neglect including  insufficient facilities, low quality education and perpetual absences of teachers appeared in the newspapers.


Several schools in Mohmand Agency have been converted into "Hujras" by the local influentials.


Primary school Sheikh Mohammadi Peshawar has no roof.


The entire teaching staff of Girls Primary School Bara Gate, Girls Primary School Risalpur, High School Takora DIKhan, High School Sorizai, and Girls Primary School Pir Sabak is perpetually absent.


All students of Govt. High School Prang Ghar, Mohmand Agency failed in Matric examinations.


Only one Girl from High School Maini , District Swabi passed the Matric examinations.


Govt. Primary School Hangu, Primary School Nasir Garhi, Girls Primary School Wadpaga, Primary School Ittehad Colony Peshawar, Girls Primary School Fazalabad Takhtbhai, Primary School Landi Arbab, Primary School Thana, Schools of Topi and Primary School Shahdhand lack some basic facilities (Electricity, Water, mats, Furniture etc).


MUNICIPAL INSTITUTIONS:		





PESHAWAR:	Saima 8, fell into an open manhole in Peshawar, on her way back from school. Later, she succumbed to her injuries. In a trendsetting case, the Peshawar Police registered a murder case under Qisas and Diyat Ordinance against the Chief Officer, Superintending Engineer and Chief Sanitary Inspector of Municipal Corporation Peshawar. The case is being pursed by Mr.Imdad Hussain, General Secretary Peshawar Citizens Front.


BANNU:	Bilal Khan 5, died immediately after falling into an open manhole in Bannu. A case was registered against the Municipal Committee and the Sewerage Contractor.








C)	HEALTH INSTITUTIONS:			





Article 24 (1):





States Parties recognize the right of the child to the enjoyment of the highest attainable standard of health and to facilities for the treatment of illness and rehabilitation of health. States Parties shall strive to ensure that no child is deprived of his or her right of access to such health care services.


SWABI:	During a visit to District Headquarters Hospital Swabi, the Chief Minister NWFP noticed the airconditioner of Children Ward missing. On enquiry it was found, that the doctor incharge had shifted and installed the airconditioner in his own residence, leaving sick children suffer the harsh summer heat.


MARDAN:	A severely wounded 5 years old child with a fractured arm, was denied medical treatment for more then 4 hours in Mardan Hospital. When parents approached the medical officer at his residence for help, he got infuriated and scolded them for disturbing his sleep.


DAGGAR BUNER: A 12-year-old boy (the only brother of five sisters) died on operation table, because the lights went off due to load shedding. It was found that the emergency generator of the hospital was without any fuel. The parents rushed to the nearby market to fetch fuel. When they returned, the child was dead.





CHILDREN AND LANDMINES








During the last two decades, the NWFP has badly suffered in a number of ways due to Afghan conflict. The menace of landmines has gradually spilled over to the province and has killed and maimed numerous people including children. 8 incidents were reported during the study period.





FAQIRABAD - PESHAWAR:	3 children were seriously injured with a toy bomb. The children found the bomb in nearby fields.


MIRAN SHAH:	A child was killed and two others seriously injured while playing with a toy bomb.


ANAR KALAY - BAJAUR AGENCY:	Misbahuddin 6, got seriously injured when a landmine exploded in the nearby fields.


PARACHINAR:	Najeebullah 10, was killed and another child Shakeela seriously injured when a landmine exploded in the nearby fields.


MULAGORI:	A minor child Mahnaz bibi, was seriously injured in a landmine accident.


KARKHANO BAZZAR - PESHAWAR:	Altaf 15, was killed when a piece of iron scrap detonated in a shop.








EXPLOITATION OF CHILDREN FOR ADULT'S ENDS:





Children are innocent. Many a times, they are exploited and used by adults for criminal purposes or achieving their own ends. 








Such exploitation takes several forms:





Children are often used for drugs trafficking and selling to adolescent consumers. A minor child Shahid Alias "Custom was caught red handed while selling Heroin in Hashtnagri - Peshawar City.


Hundreds of children commute daily between Peshawar and Rawalpindi. They act as carriers of small electronic items, cigarettes, cosmetics, cloth and other smuggled goods.


PISHTAKHARA:	Police recovered fake currency notes amounting to Rs.5,000/- from a 15 years old boy.


MANSEHRA:	8 children involved in pick pocketing were arrested at the industrial exhibition Mansehra.


The children of the sacked employees of FATA Development Corporation joined their parents in the protest hunger strike.


Trough a press statement, the wife of a smuggler warned that she would burn herself and children to death, if her arrested husband is not released.


YAKATOT:	Police arrested one Jan Mohammad on the charges of selling his minor daughter to a 60-year-old man.


TARBELA:	A minor child was kidnapped and tortured on water dispute at Tarbela.


A labour leader of Communication and Works department warned that he along with his children will fast unto death, if his demands were not accepted by the authorities.





�



SEXUAL ABUSE





Article 34:





States Parties undertake to protect the child from all forms of sexual exploitation and sexual abuse. For these purposes, States Parties shall in particular take all appropriate national, bilateral and multilateral measures to prevent:


(a)	The inducement or coercion of a child to engage in any unlawful sexual activity;


The exploitative use of children in prostitution or other unlawful sexual practices;


The exploitative use of children in pornographic performances and materials.


Child sexual abuse occurs when an adult or someone bigger than a child uses his or her power or authority over a child, or takes advantage of a child's trust or respect, to involve a child in sexual activity. Child Sexual Abuse can involve a wide range of sexual activity including exhibitionism, fondling genitals, masturbation, oral sex, vaginal or anal penetration by a finger, penis or any other object. The abuser may use tricks, bribes, threats or sometimes-physical force, to make the child take part in sexual activity. Children are taught to trust and respect adults. When child sexual abuse occurs, fear, shame and confusion make it very hard for a child to tell what has happened, especially if the offender is someone the child has trusted. An offender who fears being found out may use threats to keep the child quiet about what has happened.





Child Sexual Abuse is the least explored and least acknowledged form of abuse in Pakistan. The limited research by the NGOs shows that sexual abuse is prevalent in Pakistan. The newspapers reported 46 cases of child sexual abuse. The youngest victim was only 4 years old. These cases included individual sexual assaults, gangrapes, incest, exposing children to pornography etc.


INCEST





Incest is a sexual act imposed on a child by any person within the family. It includes all types of sexual behaviours, from exhibitionism and fondling to masturbation and intercourse. it include all family members who have power over, and trust of, a child such as fathers, brothers, step-fathers, uncles, cousins and grandfathers etc.


4 cases of incest were reported:


NOWSHERA KALAN:	Mazhar Ali molested his four years old niece. The culprit was arrested by police. His bail application was rejected by the judicial magistrate on the basis of medical report.


MARDAN:	Israruddin, a resident of Kas Koroona, was shot dead by his 14 years old daughter, while asleep. His minor son disfigured his dead body with an axe. According to details given by the girl, her father was constantly raping her for seven months. She informed her mother who requested her to keep the whole affair secret. The desperate girl then consulted her young brother. Finally, both children decided to kill their father. The children made confessional statements in the court. The girl was sent to Jail and the boy was given bail on the grounds of his tender age.


Why the Sky didn't fall???


DERA ISMAIL KHAN: Kaneez 15, gave birth to a baby at the local hospital, fathered by her own father. Narrating the story to the local journalists, Kaneez told that her father used to rape her by force and threats. As a result she became pregnant. Finally, she disclosed her ordeal to her grandfather. Her grandfather registered a case against his son at the local police station. According to police, the man has run away and has been declared proclaimed absconder.


"How will I face people. What will I tell them about the identity of this child........ my child's father is also my father", Kaneez constantly asks everyone.





GANG RAPES


8 cases of gang rapes of children were reported in the press during the study period.


"NWFP ROCKED"


The gang rape of Shumaila 15, sent shock waves along the length and breadth of North West Frontier Province. It happened in Mardan, the home of Yusafzais.... The most cultured and powerful Pukhtoon tribe. 8 men forcefully drove Shumaila to a deserted house. 2 of them molested her. The child's cries forced others waiting for their turn to runaway from the scene. The incident led to widespread public outrage and protest demonstrations. This was the first reported case of gangrape in NWFP. Where is our cherished Pukhtoon honour? Are our centuries old values and traditions gradually evaporating?... every body was asking these questions. The Chief Minister personally intervened and issued special instructions to the administration. Five culprits were arrested... three absconded. The court completed the hearing of the case in a record time of 2 days. The two real culprits were awarded death sentence....(The first sentence under the newly promulgated law).


ANOTHER GIRL GANG RAPED IN MARDAN:	The bitter memories of Shumaila case were still fresh when another unfortunate girl, Bakht Bibi 14, was sexually molested by her two neighbours. The alleged rapists Arif and Amir Mohammad tricked Bakht Bibi to a nearby graveyard and raped her one by one. The accused stuffed her mouth with a cloth before raping her and then fled the scene. Later on, they were arrested by Police.


DAGGAR-BUNER:	Zeenat Bibi 15, was gangraped consecutively for two days and nights by Saleem Khan, Sabir and Aqalmand.


HARIPUR:	Abid Ali 12, a poor ragpicker was molested by Shakeel and Aslam at an orchard. The culprits fled the scene, leaving the child in semi conscious state.


DERA ISMAIL KHAN:	Nadir Khan, a minor child was gangraped by Naveed, Ghazanfar and Habibullah. The culprits also photographed the boy in naked state. Police arrested the  culprits.


NOWSHEHRA:	Brigadier Zulfiqar Hussain, Dr Nazir Baloch and an unidentified man tricked two school going sisters to Officer's Club Nowshehra. The girls were raped by all the three men.


ABBOTABAD:	Waqas (alias Kashi) 14, was gangraped by three  men, from influential families, including the son of Zonal Chief, Allied Bank Ltd,


LAKKI MARWAT:	A nine year old boy, Mohammad Hanif, was gangraped by four men. The police registered the case. 





SEXUAL ABUSE AT THE EDUCATIONAL INSTITUTIONS





SHEWA - SWABI:	Four teachers of Government High School Shewa, District Swabi, tried to molest Zarwali, a class 9 student. Police registered FIR against the culprits.


NOWSHEHRA:	Israr, a teacher in the local private girls school molested a student "F". Police registered FIR. Israr has absconded.





.....AT THE POLICE STATION


GHAZI:	The cops at the Police Station Ghazi, sexually molested a minor boy. The boy was arrested on the charges of theft.





GUNS AND SEXUAL ABUSE:





MATHRA PESHAWAR:	Ashoor 14, was raped by his employer, Asgher at gunpoint.


MASAL BANDA: 3 persons were killed over a dispute of "friendship" with Zahoor Hussain, a 15-year-old boy.


MARDAN:	A boy Bahadar Ali, was killed by Saddullah, his alleged lover.


NAUTHIA PESHAWAR: Adnan 15, was seriously wounded by Khush Nawaz and Alamzeb. The boy had refused sex with the culprits.


BATAGRAM: A 12 years old girl was killed after being raped by some unknown persons.





RAPE OF A 4 YEARS OLD CHILD:





PESHAWAR: Sana 4, was sexually molested by Salman. Faqirabad Police arrested the culprit. Mr. Bashir Ahmad Bilour, the Provincial Minister for Human Rights assured the parents of full legal support and speedy justice.





......AND A MOULVI:


MANSEHRA: Police arrested Moulvi Abdur Rasheed on the charges of sexually molesting a boy, Sultan Khan s/o Ghulam Mohammad.





PORNO MOVIES:





The menace of porno movies showing to children is on rise in all parts of NWFP.








PESHAWAR: Bhanamari Police arrested Ikramullah, Babrak, Shamsur Rehman and Israr on the charges of showing X-rated movies to children.


NOWSHEHRA: Police arrested the owner of the Star Cafe Akura khattak on the charges of showing porno-movies to children. According to Press report the men visit this cafe to pick boys for sexual services.


MARDAN: A survey carried out by NNI revealed that videoshops of the town are involved in the ugly business of showing X-rated movies. As a result, the Central parts of the town like Yadgar Chowk and Mir Afzal Khan Bazar have become the dens of anti-social elements.





PEDOPHILES.......AT THE RECEIVING END:





DAUDZAI - PESHAWAR:	A six years old girl was molested by Namraoz Khan and Said Bacha. Said Bacha was caught by people and paraded naked in the village. Later on he was handed over to police, Namroz Khan has absconded but people are after him.


PESHAWAR:	Jamshed, a minor boy at Hashtnagri, chopped the genitals of a man, who had asked him for sex. Police arrested Jamshed while the man was admitted to the local hospital...... sans his genitals.








This story couldn't make it to newspapers;	The setting is my private clinic. A six years old boy, clinging to his frail mother is brought inside. Besides the mother, the elderly grandmother and grandfather are also accompanying. The child looks pale, feverish and visibly terrified. With a choking voice, the elderly man narrates the sordid story of sexual abuse of the child by a man.... While the women keep quiet and sob at intervals. The ugly incident happened 12 days ago. Since then the father and two uncles of the child have left home with loaded guns. They have sweared that they would return home only after they have killed the rapist. The paedophile is constantly on the run. He was last spotted somewhere in Mohmand Agency. The great chase of vengeance is on. Why don't they report the matter to police? I asked the old man. "We would never do that. It will cause embarrassment and humiliation. It will only help the rapist buy time. He will find loopholes to escape. We don't have money and patience to take a legal course. To be very frank, we don't have much faith in the entire system", the old man argues.








THE FOOTNOTE





The reported cases of child abuse in general and child sexual abuse in particular are escalating in NWFP ..... atleast in the newspapers. Probably the increasing public awareness may be responsible for the increasing number of reported cases. Incidentally, the dialogue on child rights and the awareness campaigns about CRC are much ahead in NWFP than the other provinces. This increased awareness has also caused confusion and frustration amongst the Child Rights activists, as they find themselves helpless and ill equipped on the intervention front. There is an urgent need to adopt realistic strategies and take concerted efforts to combat the menace of child abuse, in all forms and at all levels.
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