14th November 2005

1. Word formation

	Dreaming
The first study of what goes on in our heads during
	

	dreaming has been completed, casting light on an
	

	activity that humans have always found (1) ... . The
	MYSTERY

	research, reported in the journal Nature, opens up a
	

	(2) ... new chapter in efforts to understand what we
	SIGNIFY

	do with a (3) ... of our lives. It supports the
	THREE

	(4) ... that dreams are formed by calling up images
	SUPPOSE

	from a store of emotional memories.
	

	Scientists find dreaming an enormous puzzle.
	

	The reason for their (5) ... lies in the
	IGNORE

	(6) ... complicated design of the brain which contains
	ASTONISH

	as many nerve cells as there are stars in the universe.
	

	Each of the nerve cells communicates with thousands
	

	of its neighbours, producing an (7) ... amount of
	BELIEVE

	chatter. Now, however, it seems scientists are
	

	beginning to make sense of the brain’s (8) ... activity.
	NIGHT


2. Tenses

_____________ (ever,you,think) about having a tattoo? Nowadays lots of young people __________ (copy) their favourite footballers and pop singers and experimenting with “body art”. Singers such as Mel C, also known as Sporty Spice, ___________ (already, have) as many as seven tattoos, and Robie Williams____________ (just, pay) to have a lion tattooed on his shoulder. Body art __________ (become) an essential fashion accessory, and recently, more and more people ___________ (spend) money on it. 

Originally the word tattoo ___________ (come from) the Tahitian word “tatu”which means “to mark something”. Polynesian warrior kings __________ (have) tattoos across their entire body – including the eyelids – to reflect their status. However, when tattoos ___________ (introduce) in Britain in the early eighteen century, they ____________ (begin) to develop quite different associations. 

“Body art ____________ (develop) a negative image because of criminals,” explains tattoo artist Jon Hanson. “In the past, prisoners ___________ (tattoo) as a form of identification. In fact, it was only prisoners, sailors and members of the army who had them.”

But this image seems to be part of the attraction – at least for teenagers. “Recently young people ___________ (start) to have tattoos because they think it __________ (make) them look rebellious,” explains sociologist Mark Dean. “They use them __________ (establish) a tough image.”

But if you __________ (not have) a tattoo yet and you __________ (think) about it, think again. Tattoos are impossible to remove without leaving a scar, and what looks fashionable now could look dated in ten years’ time. 

3 Gap fill

More languages are spoken in London’s schools ____________in any other city in the world, according _____ research published yesterday. At least 307 different languages are spoken by pupils, with nearly one in three children now from homes where English is ______the mother tongue. Almost 125,000 children – whose families originate _________the Indian subcontinent- speak Bengali, Punjabi, Gujarati, Hindi or Urdu, making these languages the most common _________ English. However, other languages are known by just a handful of ____________. There is Abe from the Ivory Coast, which is spoken by two pupils in South-East London, and Tok Pisin, from the Pacific Islands, which is _________ spoken by one pupil. 

Other languages which are widely _________ include Turkish and Arabic, followed by English-based Creole, which originates in Jamaica. The study proves that London is the most multilingual city in the world, _________ so than New York. In fact, several schools in the capital have pupils who speak over 50 different languages __________ them.      

