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Transliteration Scheme Guide - for Tamil
The following phonetic scheme is used to transliterate Tamil into English. Some Tamil letters can be
written in English using one of several ways. This is to help in preserving the original Tamil
pronunciation when read in English by a reader who is not familiar with Tamil pronunciation rules.
a « A ka ¸ k va Å v: ga ¸ g:
A ¬ A: ~nga ¹ { zha Æ unique

(like

L )

~njja ïº Wj:

i 
 E ca º c: La Ç L sa º s:
I ® I ~nja » W: Ra È hard

r
da ¼ R

u ¯ u ta ¼ X na É n: dha ¾ d
U ° U Na ½ N: ba À b:
e ± short O tha ¾ t: ja ƒ j:
E ² O ~na ¿ as in ‘n’

in

nt:
sha „ \: tRa üÈ XÔ

ai ³ Oð pa À p: ha † h ndRa ýÈ nRÔ
o ´ short A:ð ma Á m: ksha ‡ x:
O µ A:ð ya Â y:
au ¶ A:ò ra Ã r
:: · like ‘h’

H
la Ä l:
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Transliteration Scheme Guide - for Sanskrit
The following phonetic scheme is used to transliterate Sanskrit into English. (Note: Letters in pink
are not in Sanskrit but occur in Tamil and shown here for completeness of the scheme. Sanskrit has
only one 'na' but Tamil has 2 (~na and na). Therefore both are shown here. When Sanskrit is
transliterated into Tamil, depending on context one or the other is to be used).
a « A : : like ‘h’ ta ¼ X ya Â y:
A ¬ A: :: · like ‘h’ Ta ¼2 Y ra Ã r
i 
 E da ¼3 R la Ä l:
I ® I Da ¼4 Z va Å v:
u ¯ u Na ½ N: zha Æ unique

(like

L )

U ° U ka ¸ k tha ¾ t: La Ç L
ru\ Õ\ ? Ka ¸2 Q: THa ¾2 T: Ra È hard

r
rU\ å\ @ ga ¸3 g: dha ¾3 d na É n:
lu\ Ö\ ; Ga ¸4 G: DH

a
¾4 D:

e ± short O ~nga ¹ { ~na ¿ n:
E ² O ca º c: pa À p: sa … s:
ai ³ Oð Ca º2 C Pa À2 P Sa ·º S:
o ´ short A:ð ja ƒ j: ba À3 b: sha „ \:
O µ A:ð Ja ƒ2 J: Ba À4 B: ha † h
au ¶ A:ò ~nja » W: ma Á m: ksha ‡ x:


