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thiruvAsagam   -  ¾¢ÕÅ¡º¸õ¾¢ÕÅ¡º¸õ¾¢ÕÅ¡º¸õ¾¢ÕÅ¡º¸õ
8.001 sivapurANam - 8.001 º¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õ

thiru holy; beauty; wealth; mOksham; ¾¢Õ
vAsagam (vAcakam) words Å¡º¸õ

Introduction:
thiruvAsagam is the collection of poems praising Siva by the great saint mANikka vAsagar. As the name implies, this is considered a very holy book
of saivism. It is filled moving words dripping with emotion and poetic beauty. Saivites consider this book a treasure. The exact period when this was
created is not known. It is estimated to be about 1100 years old. nambi ANdAr nambi included this around 1000 AD as the eighth volume of (what
eventually became a 12 volume collection) of saiva works in Tamil. sivapurANam is the first section in thiruvAsagam.

sivapurANam is a highly complex poem praising Siva and describing his qualities / attributes. It also lays out the path by which a devotee can reach
Siva. This is in the Tamil poetry style called 'kali veNbA' (¸Ä¢ ¦ÅñÀ¡). I have made my best effort in translating it into English. Due to my
limitations, I am sure there are some errors in this translation. In spite of these errors, I hope this will serve a useful purpose in enabling you (the
reader) to have a better appreciation of this very important saivite work. Please let me know of any errors you find in this translation.

V. Subramanian (nayanmars@yahoo.com)

8.001 sivapurANam - 8.001 º¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õ 8.001 sivapurANam - 8.001 º¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õº¢ÅÒÃ¡½õ

1-5 ¿Áîº¢Å¡Â Å¡«ú¸ ¿¡¾ý ¾¡û Å¡ú¸

¨Áô¦À¡ØÐõ ±ý ¦¿ïº¢ø ¿£í¸¡¾¡ý ¾¡û Å¡ú¸
§¸¡¸Æ¢ ¬ñ¼ ÌÕÁ½¢¾ý ¾¡û Å¡ú¸
¬¸Áõ ¬¸¢¿¢ýÚ «ñ½¢ôÀ¡ý ¾¡û Å¡ú¸
²¸ý «§É¸ý 
¨ÈÅý «ÊÅ¡ú¸                           5

Long live lord's name 'namaSivAya'! Long live lord's feet!
Long live the lord's feet that do not leave my heart even for a moment!
Long live the feet of the guru (master) who enslaved me in

thiruppeRu~ndhuRai!
Long live the feet of the sweet lord who is the Agamas.
Long live the only one! Long live the many formed! Long live the lord!
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6-10 §Å¸õ ¦¸Îò¾¡ñ¼ §Åó¾ý «Ê ¦Åø¸
À¢ÈôÀÚìÌõ À¢ï»¸ý¾ý ¦Àö¸Æø¸û ¦Åø¸
ÒÈò¾¡÷ìÌî §º§Â¡ý¾ý âí¸Æø¸û ¦Åø¸
¸ÃíÌÅ¢Å¡÷ ¯ûÁ¸¢Øõ §¸¡ý¸Æø¸û ¦Åø¸
º¢ÃíÌÅ¢Å¡÷ µíÌÅ¢ìÌõ º£§Ã¡ý ¸Æø ¦Åø¸         10

Victory to the king who stilled my fleeting mind!
Victory to the anklet-worn feet of the lord wearing head ornaments who

cut off my cycles of birth!
Victory to the beautiful feet of the one who is far away (unreachable)

for those who do not have bhakthi (devotion)!
Victory to the feet of the king who rejoices in the minds of those who

worship with folded hands!
Victory to the feet of the king who uplifts those who worship with

bowed heads!

11-16 ®ºý «Ê §À¡üÈ¢  ±ó¨¾ «Ê §À¡üÈ¢
§¾ºý «Ê §À¡üÈ¢  º¢Åý §ºÅÊ §À¡üÈ¢
§¿Âò§¾ ¿¢ýÈ ¿¢ÁÄý «Ê §À¡üÈ¢
Á¡Âô À¢ÈôÒ «ÚìÌõ ÁýÉý «Ê §À¡üÈ¢
º£Ã¡÷ ¦ÀÕóÐ¨È ¿õ §¾Åý «Ê §À¡üÈ¢                 15
¬Ã¡¾ 
ýÀõ «ÕÙõ Á¨Ä §À¡üÈ¢

Hail the feet of god! Hail the feet of our father!
Hail the feet of the radiant one! Hail the red (lotus like) feet of Siva, the

auspicious one!
Hail the feet of the blemishless one who is established in love!
Hail the feet of the king who cuts off the ever-changing births!
Hail the feet of our lord in beautiful thirupperu~ndhuRai!
Hail the mountain (called Siva) that bestows the forever-enjoyable (i.e.

eternal) bliss!

17-22 º¢Åý «Åý ±ý º¢ó¨¾Ôû ¿¢ýÈ «¾É¡ø
«Åý «ÕÇ¡§Ä «Åý ¾¡û Å½í¸¢î
º¢ó¨¾ Á¸¢Æî º¢ÅÒÃ¡½õ ¾ý¨É
Óó¨¾ Å¢¨ÉÓØÐõ µÂ ¯¨ÃôÀý Â¡ý             20
¸ñ Ñ¾Ä¡ý¾ý ¸Õ¨½ì ¸ñ¸¡ð¼ ÅóÐ ±ö¾¢
±ñÏ¾üÌ ±ð¼¡ ±Æ¢Ä¡÷ ¸Æø 
¨Èïº¢

Siva is fully established in my mind. Therefore, with his grace, I bow to
his holy feet. The god with an eye in the forehead came as my teacher
and looked at me with his eyes of grace. Having received his grace, I
worship his beautiful feet that are beyond imagination and set out to
narrate the ancient Siva qualities (thathvas) to my heart's content,
destroying my old karma in the process.

23-25 Å¢ñ ¿¢¨ÈóÐõ Áñ ¿¢¨ÈóÐõ Á¢ì¸¡ö, Å¢ÇíÌ
´Ç¢Â¡ö,
±ñ 
ÈóÐ ±ø¨Ä 
Ä¡¾¡§É  ¿¢ý ¦ÀÕïº£÷
¦À¡øÄ¡ Å¢¨É§Âý Ò¸ØÁ¡Ú ´ýÚ «È¢§Âý          25

You fill the heavens, the earth, and even beyond. O the radiant one (i.e.
jyOthisvarUpi)! You are beyond thought and you are limitless. I, the
one with a past of many evil deeds, do not know how to praise you.
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26-31 ÒøÄ¡¸¢ô â¼¡öô ÒØÅ¡ö ÁÃÁ¡¸¢ô
Àø Å¢Õ¸Á¡¸¢ô ÀÈ¨ÅÂ¡öô À¡õÀ¡¸¢ì
¸øÄ¡ö ÁÉ¢¾Ã¡öô §ÀÂ¡öì ¸½í¸Ç¡ö
Åø «ÍÃ÷ ¬¸¢ ÓÉ¢ÅÃ¡öò §¾ÅÃ¡öî
¦ºøÄ¡« ¿¢ýÈ 
ò ¾¡ÅÃ ºí¸ÁòÐû                 30
±øÄ¡ô À¢ÈôÒõ À¢ÈóÐ 
¨Çò§¾ý, ±õ¦ÀÕÁ¡ý

I have repeatedly taken countless births as various non-moving things
such as rocks, grass, small plants, tress, etc. and various moving things
such as worms, various animals, birds, snakes, humans, ghosts, gaNas,
terrible demons (rakshasas), sages, devas, etc. O lord, I am tired of all
this endless cycle.

32-35 ¦Áö§Â ¯ý ¦À¡ý «Ê¸û ¸ñÎ 
ýÚ Å£Î ¯ü§Èý
¯öÂ ±ý ¯ûÇòÐû µí¸¡ÃÁ¡ö ¿¢ýÈ
¦ÁöÂ¡  Å¢ÁÄ¡  Å¢¨¼ôÀ¡¸¡  §Å¾í¸û
³Â¡  ±É µí¸¢ ¬úóÐ «¸ýÈ Ññ½¢Â§É              35

O the truth! I have achieved liberation (mukthi) by reaching your golden
feet. O the truth, who resides in my mind as the praNavam ('Om')
helping me achieve the good state. O the one without blemish! O the
one riding on a bull! O the tall, deep, wide, tiny one who is addressed by
the vedas as the lord!

36-40 ¦ÅöÂ¡ö, ¾½¢Â¡ö, 
ÂÁ¡ÉÉ¡õ Å¢ÁÄ¡
¦À¡ö ¬Â¢É ±øÄ¡õ §À¡ö «¸Ä Åó¾ÕÇ¢
¦Áöï»¡Éõ ¬¸¢ Á¢Ç¢÷¸¢ýÈ ¦Áöî Í¼§Ã
±ï»¡Éõ 
øÄ¡§¾ý 
ýÀô ¦ÀÕÁ¡§É
«ï»¡Éõ ¾ý¨É «¸øÅ¢ìÌõ ¿ø «È¢§Å              40

O the hot one! O the cold one! O the one without blemish - you are the
life in all! You came (as my guru) and blessed me by removing all the
falsehood, O the bright flame of true knowledge! O the lord of eternal
bliss, I have no knowledge! O the good knowledge who removes my
ignorance!

41-43 ¬ì¸õ «Ç× 
Ú¾¢ 
øÄ¡ö, «¨ÉòÐ ¯ÄÌõ
¬ìÌÅ¡ö ¸¡ôÀ¡ö «Æ¢ôÀ¡ö «Õû ¾ÕÅ¡ö
§À¡ìÌÅ¡ö ±ý¨Éô ÒÌÅ¢ôÀ¡ö ¿¢ý ¦¾¡ØõÀ¢ø

O the one who has no creation (i.e. beginning), limit (of duration of
existence), or end! You create, maintain, and destroy this entire
universe. You bestow your grace. (By your grace) You remove (my
births) and make me enter your service.
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44-48 ¿¡üÈò¾¢ý §¿Ã¢Â¡ö, §ºÂ¡ö, ¿½¢Â¡§É
Á¡üÈõ ÁÉõ ¸Æ¢Â ¿¢ýÈ Á¨È§Â¡§É                  45
¸Èó¾ À¡ø ¸ýÉ¦Ä¡Î ¦¿ö ¸Äó¾¡ü §À¡Äî
º¢ÈóÐ «ÊÂ¡÷ º¢ó¾¨ÉÔû §¾ëÈ¢ ¿¢ýÚ
À¢Èó¾ À¢ÈôÒ «ÚìÌõ ±í¸û ¦ÀÕÁ¡ý

You are like the fragrance of the flower. You are far away (for those
who have no bhakthi). You are very near (to your devotees).  O the
inner meaning of the vedas, you are beyond words and the mind! (This
can also be translated as "O the inner meaning of the vedas, you are the
one who remains when changes leave the mind - i.e. when the mind is
stilled in meditation it is merged in God").
O lord, you are the in the minds of the devotees giving them sweet bliss
- like the delicious mixture of fresh milk, sugar, and ghee, and cut off
their cycles of birth.

49-50 ¿¢Èí¸û µ÷ ³óÐ ¯¨¼Â¡ö, Å¢ñ§½¡÷¸û ²ò¾
Á¨Èó¾¢Õó¾¡ö, ±õ¦ÀÕÁ¡ý  ----------------------      50

Our lord, you have five colors (i.e. the five elements - earth, water, fire,
wind, and space). You remained hidden when devas were worshipping
you.

50-61 ---------------------------------------     ÅøÅ¢¨É§Âý ¾ý¨É
50
Á¨Èó¾¢¼ ãÊÂ Á¡Â 
Õ¨Ç
«Èõ À¡Åõ ±ýÛõ «Õí¸Â¢üÈ¡ø ¸ðÊ
ÒÈõ §¾¡ø §À¡÷òÐ ±íÌõ ÒØ «ØìÌ ãÊ,
ÁÄõ §º¡Õõ ´ýÀÐ Å¡Â¢ø ÌÊ¨Ä
ÁÄí¸ô ÒÄý ³óÐõ Åïº¨É¨Âî ¦ºöÂ,             55
Å¢ÄíÌ ÁÉò¾¡ø, Å¢ÁÄ¡  ¯ÉìÌ
¸Äó¾ «ýÀ¡¸¢ì ¸º¢óÐ ¯û ¯ÕÌõ
¿Äõ ¾¡ý 
Ä¡¾ º¢È¢§ÂüÌ ¿ø¸¢
¿¢Äõ ¾ý§Áø ÅóÐ «ÕÇ¢ ¿£û¸Æø¸û ¸¡ðÊ,
¿¡Â¢ü ¸¨¼Â¡öì ¸¢¼ó¾ «Ê§ÂüÌò                 60
¾¡Â¢ü º¢Èó¾ ¾Â¡ ¬É ¾òÐÅ§É

I am hidden by the darkness of mAya (ignorance) caused by my strong
karma. I am bound tightly by the rope of good and evil. I am enveloped
on the outside by skin that covers all the filth and worms inside my
body. I am stuck in this hut of nine entrances that keeps leaking waste.
These five senses are conspiring against me. I am a dog-like lowly
person with an animal-like mind that had no deep love for you.

O the one without blemish! Yet, you came on this earth and blessed me
by revealing your holy feet. O the embodiment of all knowledge, you
showed a greater love than a mother would on this lowly person who is
inferior even to a dog!
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62-69 Á¡ºüÈ §º¡¾¢ ÁÄ÷ó¾ ÁÄ÷îÍ¼§Ã
§¾º§É §¾É¡÷ «Ó§¾  º¢ÅÒÃ§É
À¡ºÁ¡õ ÀüÚ «ÚòÐô À¡Ã¢ìÌõ ¬Ã¢Â§É
§¿º «ÕûÒÃ¢óÐ ¦¿ïº¢ø Åïºõ ¦¸¼ô             65
§ÀÃ¡Ð ¿¢ýÈ ¦ÀÕí¸Õ¨½ô §ÀÃ¡§È
¬Ã¡ «Ó§¾  «ÇÅ¢Ä¡ô ¦ÀõÁ¡§É
µÃ¡¾¡÷ ¯ûÇòÐ ´Ç¢ìÌõ ´Ç¢Â¡§É
¿£Ã¡ö ¯Õì¸¢ ±ý ¬ÕÂ¢Ã¡ö ¿¢ýÈ¡§É

O the flower-like (gentle) flame of blemishless light!
O the radiant one! O the sweet immortal nectar! O the one in sivalOka!
O the great one who saves me by removing the bondage of attachments!
O the great river of mercy who never leaves my heart and destroys all

my evils with loving grace!
O the forever sweet immortal nectar! O the lord of infinite greatness!
O the light who remains hidden in the minds of those who do not seek

you!
O the one who melted my heart and merged inseparably into my life!

70-78 
ýÀÓõ ÐýÀÓõ 
øÄ¡§É  ¯ûÇ¡§É                  70
«ýÀÕìÌ «ýÀ§É  Â¡¨ÅÔÁ¡ö «ø¨ÄÔÁ¡õ
§º¡¾¢Â§É  ÐýÉ¢Õ§Ç  §¾¡ýÈ¡ô ¦ÀÕ¨ÁÂ§É
¬¾¢Â§É  «ó¾õ ¿ÎÅ¡¸¢ «øÄ¡§É
®÷òÐ ±ý¨É ¬ð¦¸¡ñ¼ ±ó¨¾ ¦ÀÕÁ¡§É
Ü÷ò¾ ¦Áöï»¡Éò¾¡ø ¦¸¡ñÎ ¯½÷Å¡÷ ¾õ¸Õò¾¢ø  75
§¿¡ì¸Ã¢Â §¿¡ì§¸ ÑÏì¸Ã¢Â Ññ ¯½÷§Å
§À¡ìÌõ ÅÃ×õ Ò½÷×õ 
Ä¡ô Òñ½¢Â§É
¸¡ìÌõ ±õ ¸¡ÅÄ§É  ¸¡ñÀÃ¢Â §À÷ ´Ç¢§Â

O the one who does not have pain and pleasure! O the one who has
them!

You are the devotee of your devotees! You are everything yet you are
not those things!

O the radiant one! O the darkness! O the uncreated great one!
You are the beginning, middle, and the end of everything yet you do not

have them!
O the great one, our father, who pulled me and enslaved me as his

devotee!
You are realized by those with deep understanding of the true

knowledge! You are difficult to be seen with eyes (too large?).
You are too subtle to be researched.

You do not go anywhere, do not mix with anything else, do not come
from anywhere. (i.e. God is everywhere and in everything). You
are source of all good.

You are our protector. You are the great light difficult to see.
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79-83 ¬üÈ¢ýÀ ¦ÅûÇ§Á «ò¾¡ Á¢ì¸¡ö ¿¢ýÈ
§¾¡üÈî Í¼÷ ´Ç¢Â¡ö ¦º¡øÄ¡¾ Ññ ¯½÷Å¡ö      80
Á¡üÈÁ¡õ ¨ÅÂ¸ò¾¢ý ¦Åù§Å§È ÅóÐ «È¢Å¡õ
§¾üÈ§É  §¾üÈò ¦¾Ç¢§Å  ±ý º¢ó¾¨É ¯û
°üÈ¡É ¯ñ½¡÷ «Ó§¾  ¯¨¼Â¡§É

O the blissful flood in the river (of good path)! O father!
You are the great light. You are the subtle experience that cannot be

described in words.
In this ever-changing world, you come as various things and are finally

understood as the consciousness. You are the distilled (pure)
consciousness.

You are the spring of delicious nectar of immortality in my mind. You
are my master (i.e. I am your slave).

84-90 §ÅüÚ Å¢¸¡Ã Å¢¼ìÌ ¯¼õÀ¢ý ¯û ¸¢¼ôÀ
¬ü§Èý  ±õ ³Â¡ «Ã§É µ ±ýÚ ±ýÚ                85
§À¡üÈ¢ô Ò¸úó¾¢ÕóÐ ¦À¡ö¦¸ðÎ ¦Áö ¬É¡÷
Á£ðÎ 
íÌ ÅóÐ Å¢¨ÉôÀ¢ÈÅ¢ º¡Ã¡§Á
¸ûÇô ÒÄì ÌÃõ¨Àì ¸ðÎ «Æ¢ì¸ ÅøÄ¡§É
¿û 
ÕÇ¢ø ¿ð¼õ ÀÂ¢ýÚ ¬Îõ ¿¡¾§É
¾¢ø¨ÄÔû Üò¾§É  ¦¾ýÀ¡ñÊ ¿¡ð¼¡§É             90

Our lord, I cannot bear anymore to remain in this ever-changing body.
You can get rid of the physical body, filled with the 5 devious senses, of

those devotees, who keep worshipping you by saying "O siva,
save me".  You destroy all their falsehoods and they become
established in the truth. They do not come again to take on
another birth full of karma.

O lord, you dance in the middle of the night (i.e. at the end of each cycle
of creation).

O the dancer in the cidhambaram! O the one in the southern pANdya
region!

91-95 «øÄø À¢ÈÅ¢ «ÚôÀ¡§É  µ ±ýÚ
¦º¡øÄüÌ «Ã¢Â¡¨Éî ¦º¡øÄ¢ò ¾¢ÕÅÊì¸£ú
¦º¡øÄ¢Â À¡ðÊý ¦À¡Õû ¯½÷óÐ ¦º¡øÖÅ¡÷
¦ºøÅ÷ º¢ÅÒÃò¾¢ý ¯ûÇ¡÷ º¢Åý «Êì £̧úô
Àø§Ä¡Õõ ²ò¾ô À½¢óÐ.                                  95

O the one who cuts off this birth of suffering! I seek refuge in you.
Saying all these, praising the one who cannot be described, I sing this

song under his holy feet.
Those who say this song understanding its full meaning will reach

sivalOka (i.e. siva's abode). There they will be praised and
worshipped by many other devotees (who are already there) and
remain at the feet of siva


