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Introduction:

thiruvAsagam is the collection of poems praising Siva by the great saint mANikka vAsagar. As the name implies, this is considered a very holy book
of saivism. It is filled moving words dripping with emotion and poetic beauty. Saivites consider this book a treasure. The exact period when this was
created is not known. It is estimated to be about 1100 years old. nambi ANdAr nambi included this around 1000 AD as the eighth volume of (what
eventually became a 12 volume collection) of saiva works in Tamil. sivapurANam is the first section in thiruvAsagam.

sivapurANam is a highly complex poem praising Siva and describing his qualities / attributes. It also lays out the path by which a devotee can reach
Siva. This is in the Tamil poetry style called 'kali veNbA' (&) QaleioiLim). I have made my best effort in tr. i Due to my
limitations, I am sure there are some errors in this translation. In spite of these errors, I hope this will serve a T ling you (the

reader) to have a better appreciation of this very important saivite work. Please let me know of any errors you find in this translation.

V. Subramanian (nayanmars@yahoo.com)
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1-5 BLOSFSIUMW QUMAPS BS6ET SM6T UMPS
QeLIAUTERGEID CI6T QB EGS BRISTSE ST aIMDeS
CoBMHL YL & (HLOGWISET ST UMD

B Y SIBI6TTMI DI ETETTILILITET H6T 6UMPSs

BT B QMO ilg eUTPSH 5

Long live lord's name 'namaSivAya'! Long live lord's feet!

Long live the lord's feet that do not leave my heart even for a moment!

Long live the feet of the guru (master) who enslaved me in
thiruppeRu~ndhuRai!

Long live the feet of the sweet lord who is the Agamas.

Long live the only one! Long live the many formed! Long live the lord!
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6-10 Geaus LD Qas(gggname Cgsu‘rf,gsé'r 3llg C6I6LSD Victory to the king who stilled my fleeting mind!
NPlUNGSD 116G SSMSH QLGOS (o6 Victory to the anklet-worn feet of the lord wearing head ornaments who
. .. O . .. . cut off my cycles of birth!
”m‘?’g’””&’@{& @f}@m”mfbm %@&QG\?{B&? QQJG\')EB Victory to the beautiful feet of the one who is far away (unreachable)
SIRIGN] 2 6T0sSlWb CHNHMBLMSM (oS for those who do not have bhakthi (devotion)!
SRi@ealan] @Rr@Galéd@b FeImd S QoM 10 | Victory to the feet of the king who rejoices in the minds of those who
worship with folded hands!
Victory to the feet of the king who uplifts those who worship with
bowed heads!
11-16 | w6t <ig GUIDOl abms g GuIDD] Hail the feet of god! Hail the feet of our father!
CHF6T Silg @un[b@ Seueht CFallg @UITI,'D@ Hail the feet of the radiant one! Hail the red (lotus like) feet of Siva, the
. . . . auspicious one!
(85u_|:e_5(3g, .rfﬂmgp QE'DG\)?’M e{.lq_ (?me@ ) Hail the feet of the blemishless one who is established in love!
ot NolY SDISSLD e Siig GuThD] Hail the feet of the king who cuts off the ever-changing births!
Sy QuEBBGI®D B CHalar g UMD 15 | Hail the feet of our lord in beautiful thirupperu~ndhuRai!
QIS QBT SABED wmev GumDM Hail the mountain (called Siva) that bestows the forever-enjoyable (i.e.
eternal) bliss!
17-22 | Sleueit i6u6d1 ci6d1 FIHMSW 6T 151651 S 660 Siva is fully established in my mind. Therefore, with his grace, I bow to
SIOUET BTG SIS ST QRIS his holy feet. The god with an eye in the forehead came as my teacher
Ssms &S S aILITTemD &6 s and looked at me with his eyes of grace. Having received his grace, I
‘r_r., & P ul'{ & L. ) worship his beautiful feet that are beyond imagination and set out to
WHDS MW WSILD QW 2 @ILILIET W6 20 narrate the ancient Siva qualities (thathvas) to my heart's content,
B BISEVMENDH6 & (HMES HEISTL L b Gl destroying my old karma in the process.
M SHE LT Gpleun] &6 DM &GS
23-25 | elevor @angpri‘jgﬂb LD 60T @mmr’ﬁ@ﬂ) W&, alemmiG You fill the heavens, the earth, and even beyond. O the radiant one (i.e.
@eMwmi JyOthisvarUpi)! You are beyond thought and you are limitless. I, the
aan @pbal ahme BerstGa Kl AL G one with a past of many evil deeds, do not know how to praise you.
Qumeveur ellmerGLU6 L& WLommi Q6Tmi MG 25
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26-31 | yeveondll YL mil Lweumds ol

L6 ell(hasLonsll Lmemeuwmiltl Lmbunesls

&6VEVMLI LN SIMIUL GUIWMLE & 6uTmI L

U6 IAGTT P Wealaugnis CoHeaunmis

AF TS Bl @S SeUT FRIGLOSSI6T 30
aeveom Ulmliyb Kb g Qs CSe6T, G ELI(HLOMET

I have repeatedly taken countless births as various non-moving things
such as rocks, grass, small plants, tress, etc. and various moving things
such as worms, various animals, birds, snakes, humans, ghosts, gaNas,
terrible demons (rakshasas), sages, devas, etc. O lord, I am tired of all
this endless cycle.

32-35 | QWGW 2 61 QUET Sig&6i a6 Qam TG 2 HECme

9 LI GI6i 2 6TTENSGl6T QRISMILONMLI [Blerm
Quwwn elweon aleLliLnsn Gelsmise
DWM Cl6 QRMIES] Y IPHSI NGB B evoreuutw Geor 35

O the truth! I have achieved liberation (mukthi) by reaching your golden
feet. O the truth, who resides in my mind as the praNavam ('Om")
helping me achieve the good state. O the one without blemish! O the
one riding on a bull! O the tall, deep, wide, tiny one who is addressed by
the vedas as the lord!

36-40 | Qeuliwmiy, Sewnwnll, @wionerermbd elloeom

Quml <y WNer creveumd GUML &60 aUbHS e

QLG Snad <&l Wséldin Qg &L G

QTG @D B)6060TCSH e QT QU ®HLIGe

NS SNAD SATMEN B 061G B APICa 40

O the hot one! O the cold one! O the one without blemish - you are the
life in all! You came (as my guru) and blessed me by removing all the
falsehood, O the bright flame of true knowledge! O the lord of eternal
bliss, I have no knowledge! O the good knowledge who removes my
ignorance!

41-43 | &5 ey Qmid D66, AMMSS! 260G

&G UM SmUUml SIPILILIMD 6T & (® euml
GUNS G ML aaTmen’ L@eIlliumi BleT QHmeebLiley

O the one who has no creation (i.e. beginning), limit (of duration of
existence), or end! You create, maintain, and destroy this entire
universe. You bestow your grace. (By your grace) You remove (my
births) and make me enter your service.
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44-48 | pnHmSSleT CHMwML, Cawnll, BeolwurGer You are like the fragrance of the flower. You are far away (for those
oML e SPlW Blem amnGLGe 45 yvho have no bhakthi). You are very near (to your devotees). 'O the '
BOBS LITGO SHMOMTE ABL SabSTh CUTME inner meaning of the vedas, you are beyond words and the mind! (This
[D&:’gD R P . P2 . can also be translated as "O the inner meaning of the vedas, you are the
glpbg Sligwny Slbsmasd CHmndl Bl one who remains when changes leave the mind - i.e. when the mind is
Nobs Noly SimisEh G 6L bLme stilled in meditation it is merged in God").
O lord, you are the in the minds of the devotees giving them sweet bliss
- like the delicious mixture of fresh milk, sugar, and ghee, and cut off
their cycles of birth.
49-50 ﬁ]gpr&emh @rj DHS 2 ML W i, &) evor G euurriyeb6it ngg Our lord, you have five colors (i.e. the five elements - earth, water, fire,
LoD ‘.39('55 SN, GILD@LIHLOTET 50 wind, and space). You remained hidden when devas were worshipping
you.
50-61 sueL Nl e GLUGT H6iTem 6 I am hidden by the darkness of mAya (ignorance) caused by my strong

50

LDEMMIBESIL eLlg LU oMW &) (H 6T

SAMD UMeILD Geimild iGRISEHDTH &L ig

Lpb ey GUNiSg! aRIGLD K ARES Wig,

euld GEMHLD ReTLG aUmiled &lgmev

LD6VMIGLI L{606TT RHGSID lGSGITFMAMILE QFWLL, 55
SlleVRIE LESSTE, AT 2 MbHE

BB AMUNSIS &SHGI 26T 2 HGSLD

BeULD Se Peuns SIHGCLHE B

Bleuld STGLO6 UBG! SI(HaT BT Sl lg,
Bl smLWMié SlLbs lgCLUhH&SS 60
snilp Slphs swn e SSgaGam

karma. I am bound tightly by the rope of good and evil. I am enveloped
on the outside by skin that covers all the filth and worms inside my
body. I am stuck in this hut of nine entrances that keeps leaking waste.
These five senses are conspiring against me. I am a dog-like lowly
person with an animal-like mind that had no deep love for you.

O the one without blemish! Yet, you came on this earth and blessed me
by revealing your holy feet. O the embodiment of all knowledge, you
showed a greater love than a mother would on this lowly person who is
inferior even to a dog!
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62-69 | ongHm GENSHl WeTHS EOTEFESL G O the flower-like (gentle) flame of blemishless light!
Co5Ca Caa] AWes SHNayrGen O the radiant one! O the sweet immortal' nectar! O the one in sivalOka!
LnS b L Sl LITé@D < 5luCan O the great one who saves me by removing the bondage of attachments!

,[DQJ ,Q@Jgpgj . @ . = . O the great river of mercy who never leaves my heart and destroys all
Che UGBS ApSS0 UGED @sL L 65 my evils with loving grace!
Gungl Blem AU GRS G GUFTGCD O the forever sweet immortal nectar! O the lord of infinite greatness!
QTT AWCS Simellevntl QubLonGe O the light who remains hidden in the minds of those who do not seek
NNy o_eend e @b @aNwnGen you!

?0 @ Y . §5§iJ ® © . ® . O the one who melted my heart and merged inseparably into my life!
BTl 2 B a6 <, @uWlnmi iSlermmGer

70-78 | @eTLWL S eveonGen 2 gienmGen 70 | O the one who does not have pain and pleasure! O the one who has

SEOTUHEB G A6OTLIGET  WMEN 6L LML 160606V LDITLD
CenSlwGea giadan®Ga Gl QU mLowEer

R SWCH ABSD BGTES 246060mGen

FSS CRIme <YL QST Gbmd QL ®LmEer

G5S QLILGSTMSSTE BTG 2T SDSHSS0 75
Cr&siu CrnsCs HimIbsTIw Hiw 2 auiGe

GuUNB @D e Leujeyb Seortl Levoreusnw Geor

BMH G G BmeevCer dremuiflw Cury

QaNGw

them!

You are the devotee of your devotees! You are everything yet you are
not those things!

O the radiant one! O the darkness! O the uncreated great one!

You are the beginning, middle, and the end of everything yet you do not
have them!

O the great one, our father, who pulled me and enslaved me as his
devotee!

You are realized by those with deep understanding of the true
knowledge! You are difficult to be seen with eyes (too large?).
You are too subtle to be researched.

You do not go anywhere, do not mix with anything else, do not come
from anywhere. (i.e. God is everywhere and in everything). You
are source of all good.

You are our protector. You are the great light difficult to see.
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79-83 | mOldTL Q66T ASST WS Hlarm O the blissful flood in the river (of good path)! O father!

CHMHPS LT @AWl ASTEOMNS FHisw 2wl 80 | Youare the' greajt light. You are the subtle experience that cannot be
LOIHDOID MIUSS S QaleiGauGCm b AMleumd described in words.

. L . ) . In this ever-changing world, you come as various things and are finally
CophpGa CahHmd DG 6 Sbsmen 2 i understood as the consciousness. You are the distilled (pure)
ommmmen 2 66y AWES 2 mLwnGen consciousness.

You are the spring of delicious nectar of immortality in my mind. You
are my master (i.e. [ am your slave).

84-90 | Geummi elleny ell_&@ 2 L bLSledr 2 6 &L Our lord, I cannot bear anymore to remain in this ever-changing body.
S HCOET @b LW ATCH @ CIETY T 85 You can get rid of the physical body, ftllle'd with the 5 dC.VIOI:S senses, of
GUTDOIL LUBPBS GBS AUTLASGL.G Gl <] those devotees, who keep Worghlpplng you by saying "O siva,

. . A . save me". You destroy all their falsehoods and they become
BLG @R abg dlmaiipe gy established in the truth. They do not come again to take on
BT L6V GhmUd &G SPlEs 6u60e0TCem another birth full of karma.

B6T @®6Tled BLL D LM GO BrsGer O lord, fyou dgnc; in the middle of the night (i.e. at the end of each cycle
: . . . . . of creation).
glomeet oSG Adunag. LG %0 O the dancer in the cidhambaram! O the one in the southern pANdya
region!

91-95 | st6v6v60 Lmell SimiiiumGen ¢ aeiTm) O the one who cuts off this birth of suffering! I seek refuge in you.
A5TOMDE Sfutmad AsTe6s @@qu_éség@ Saying all these, prgising the one who cannot be described, I sing this
Qamevedlw LM lg 6T QUITH6T 2_euiThg O T60e 6l song under his holy feet.

.. o : . . L. Those who say this song understanding its full meaning will reach
Qg SlayrsSla e s Sleis SigbSpll sivalOka (i.e. siva's abode). There they will be praised and
LGB g&Ssl Letlbg. 95 worshipped by many other devotees (who are already there) and

remain at the feet of siva

WWW.geocities.com/nayanmars 08 001_sivapurANam.doc

(Last Updated: 19-May-03)




