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CHAPTER 88
VILLAGE COUNCILS 30 of 1999.
4of 2002.
[10th August, 1999]  Commencement
[1. 1. 2000].
S.1. 1 of 2000.
PART I
Preliminary

1. ThisAct may be cited asthe Village Councils Act. Short title.

2. Inthis Act, unless the context otherwise requires, Interpretation.

“dlowance’ means money payable under this Act to a member of avillage

council during the time such person is a member of the village council;

“by-law” means any by-law made under this Act;

“chairperson” means the chairperson of a village council;

“council” or “village council” means a village council established and con-

stituted under this Act or any regulations made thereunder;

“election” means an election for the purpose of electing a member of a

council under this Act or regulations made thereunder;

“eection officer” includes the supervisor of eections, every presiding of-

ficer and registering officer and any other person having a duty to perform

under this Act or regulations made thereunder;
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10 CAP. 88] Village Councils

“elector” in relation to an election, means a person who, pursuant to this
Act or any regulations made thereunder, has been registered as an elector
to vote at that election;

“House” means the House of Representatives,

“Minister” means the Minister of Government for the time being respon-
sible for village councils;

“Ministry” means the Ministry for the time being charged with the respon-
shility for Village councils;

“Order”, “regulation”, “by-law”, “rule” mean respectively any Order, regu-
lation, by-law, or rule made under this Act;

“public officer” means a person holding or acting in any office of emolu-
ment in the public service,;

“village” means any place duly declared and defined to be avillage within
the meaning of section 3 of this Act;

“voter” means a person registered to vote in accordance with this Act or
any regulations made thereunder.

PART I
Establishment of Villages and Village Councils

Establishmentof 3. (1) The Minister may, by Order published in the Gazette, fix and
villages. declare any areaof Belize not comprised within any city or town to beavillage
for the purpose of this Act, provided that at least two hundred persons who
would be qudified to vote for village councils under this Act live in such an
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area.

2 Notwithstanding the requirement stated in subsection (1) of this
section, any village dready existing and recognized by the appropriate depart-
ment of government before the passing of this Act shdl be a village under this
Act.

(3) Theboundaries of avillage shall be declared as recommended by
the Ministry in accordance with the following procedures:-

(@) in the case of existing villages which have no
disputed area with any adjoining village, in
accordance with the currently existing boundaries
ascertained in consultation with the village council

aready exigting;

(b)  inthecaseof exiging villageswhich have adisputed
areawith any adjoining village, in accordance with
the recommendation of an independent commission
appointed by the Ministry to mediate in the dispute;

(c) inthecaseof anew village, in accordance with the
recommendation of the Ministry arrived at after
taking into account the views of those proposing
the establishment of the village, the views of the
Ministry responsible for lands, the environmental
conditions of the area, and any other pertinent
facts.

(4) The Miniger may, by Order published in the Gazette, fix ad
declare any area of Belize not comprised within any city, town or village to be
acommunity:
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12 CAP. 88] Village Councils

Provided that any community aready existing and recognized as such
by the appropriate department of government before the passing of this Act
shdl be acommunity under this Act.

(5) Patsll to VI of thisAct shdl, subject to subsection (6) below,
apply mutatis mutandis to communities and to community councils.

(6) TheElectionsand Boundaries Commisson may, when acting pur-
suant to section 35 (1) of this Act, after consulting communities and commu-
nity councils, modify the application of any provison of this Act to any
community or community council, and modification may for this purpose be
mede to:-

(a)  the qualifications needed under section 7 for a
person to be a member of a community council;

(b)  thequalifications needed by aperson to beavoter
at an eection for a community council; or

(c) any other matter or provision relating to
communities or to community council eectionsor
by-elections which may be reasonably required
for the efficient functioning of community council
elections, or for the proper administration and
management of communities and community
councils.

(7) Every Order made by the Minister under this section shal be
subject to affirmative resolution of the House of Representatives.

Community to 4.  Any community may gpply to the Minigtry to become avillage, and the

apply forvillage  Ministry shal consider the gpplication and if the requirements of section 3 of
status.
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this Act are satiffied, it shdl recommend to the Minister the declaration of a

village

5. (1) Thereshdl beesablished in every village declared under thisAct  Establishment of
acouncil in the manner and possessing the powers and functions set out in this
Act or in any regulaions made thereunder.

(2) Evey coundil shall:-

(a)

(b)

(c)

(d)

(€)

be a corporate body bearing the name of “The
Village Council of” followed by the name of the
village in respect of which it is congtituted;

have perpetua succession and a common sedl;

be vested with power to sue and be sued in such
name;

have capacity to hold landsfor the purposes of this
Act; and

subject to section 10 of this Act, hold office for
three years.

PART Il

Constitution, Election, Procedure, etc., of Village Councils

6. A council shal consist of seven members elected in accordance with
this Act and the regulations made hereunder.

7. Any person shal be digible to be elected as a member of a council

who:-
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14 CAP. 88] Village Councils

(a) isadcitizen of Belize; and

(b)  hasordinarily resded inthevillagefor at least one
year immediately preceding the election; and

(c) isatleast eighteen yearsold.

Disgudification. 8. A person shdl be disqudified from being a member if found to be of
unsound mind under any law in forcein Bdlize.

Vacationofseat 9. (1) If any eected member of acouncil:-
and by-election.

(a) dies; or

(b) by writing under hishand addressed to the council
resigns his seet; or

(c) makes any declaration or acknowledgment of
allegiance to any foreign state or power; or

(d)  becomes acitizen of any country which does not
recognize dua nationality; or

(e)  issentenced by a court in Belize to death or to
imprisonment for aterm exceeding twelve months;
or

(f) is absent without good cause from three
consecutive meetings of the council; or

(g) violates the rules of the council or behavesin a
manner inconsi stent with the good administration
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Village Councils [CAP. 88 15

of the council and the council, after affording the
member an opportunity to present a defence,
passes a resolution by the votes of at least five
officers expdlling the officer;

his seet on the council shal thereupon become vacant and a natification of the
facts and circumstances of such vacancy shdl be published in the Gazette, by
radio and in alocal newspaper circulaing within the village where such seat
becomes vacant.

(2)  If suchvacancy occurswhile acouncil’ sterm of office has at least
gx months of unexpired time, a by-election to fill that vacancy shdl be held on
adate to be fixed by the council, being not less than twenty and not more than
sxty days after the vacancy arises.

(3) Such dection shdl be held, and the voting and other procedures
shdl be conducted, in the same manner and subject to the same rules as are
providedinthisAct and any regulaions made hereunder in respect of the ordinary
election of officers of a council.

(4) Every member so dected shdl hold officefor the unexpired period
of the term of office of the officer in whose place he was eected but shal then
be eigible for re-eection.

10. (1) The Elections and Boundaries Commission shdl, a least saven  Dissolution
days before any generd eection of members of the council becomedueunder  of councils.
the provisions of this Act or any regulations made thereunder, dissolve that

council, by Order published in the Gazette and on the radio.

(20 The members of the council so dissolved shdl be digible for re-
election.
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16 CAP. 88] Village Councils

3 If a any time a village should cease to possess the qudifica-
tions prescribed in section 3 of this Act, the Minigter shdl, after due inquiry,
disolve the village council and declare the areain question to be no longer a
village for the purposes of this Act, provided that every Order made by the
Minigter under this subsection shdl be subject to affirmative resolution of the
House of Representatives.

Consequences 11. (2) Whereacouncil isdissolved under subsection (1) of section 10
of dissolution. hereof, then-

(a)  subjecttothefollowing paragraphsof thissection,
the members of the council shall from the date of
the dissolution vacate their offices;

(b) 4l the powers, duties and liabilities of the council
shall, until the congtitution of a new council, be
exercised, performed and discharged by the
persons who held the posts of chairperson,
secretary and treasurer of the council immediately
before the dissolution; and

(c) Al property belonging to or vested in or in the
occupation of the council shall, during the period
aforesaid, vest in and bein the occupation, control
and management of the persons indicated in

paragraph (b) above.
Election of 12. (1) The dectors shal dect a person as Chairperson of the council
Chairperson and six other persons who will form the village coundil.

and appointment
of officersand

(2) Afteracouncil hasbeen condituted, themembersshall eect from
employees of . .
the council. among themsalves the following officers-
THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWSOF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
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(a) adeputy chairperson;
(b) asecretary; and
(c) atreasurer.

13. (1) TheChairperson shdl presideat al meetings of the council andin  Powersand
the absence of the Chairperson the deputy chairperson shal preside. d}?ft_' esof
orticers.
(2) Intheabsence of both the Chairperson and deputy chairperson at
any meseting, the officers present may elect one of their number to preside at
thet mesting.

(3) Theperson presding a any meeting of the council shal in addition
to hisorigind vote have a cagting vote in the event of an equdlity of votes.

(4) The powers and duties of the officers shdl be such as may be
assigned or delegated to them by the council.

14. (1) A council may from time to time appoint committeesto carry out  Power to
such tasks as the council may assign to them. appoint
committees.

(2)  On appoainting any committee, the council shall-

(a)  appoint an officer of the council as chairperson of
the committee;

(b)  appoint asmembers of the committee other officers
of the council and/or any member of the village;

(© clearly state in writing the terms of reference of the
committee and the period for which it is appointed.
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3 Every such committee shdl report its proceedingsto the coun-
cil, and the decisions of the committee shal be subject to the approva of the
counal.

(4) Themeetingsof acommittee shdl be governed by the samerules

as those governing meetings of the council, subject to any specid rules that
may be made by the council in that behdf.

Appointment of 15. (1) A council may from time to time gppoint such persons as may be
support staff. required for the efficient administration of the affairs of the village.

(2) Every such person shdl hold office during the pleasure of the
council, and may receive such remuneration and shal perform such duties as
may be assigned from time to time by the council.

Meetings and 16. (1) A council shal meet once at least in each quarter and at such
proceedings of other times as may be fixed by the rules or when convened by the chairperson
council. or other members under subsection (2) below.

(2) Any threeofficersof acouncil may present asgned requisition to
the Chairperson to convene a special meseting for a particular purpose, and if
the Chairperson refuses to do o or fails to convene a meeting within seven
days, therequistionists may, immediately upon therefusd or upon the expiration
of the seven days, asthe case may be, inform the other members and proceed
to convene the meeting.

(3) Thequorum at ameseting of the council shdl be four.

(4) Thecouncil may invite public officers, non-government organiza:
tions or other persons or bodiesto attend any meeting to assst initsddibera-
tions, but such invited persons shal have no right to vote.

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWSOF BELIZE REVISED EDITION 2003
Printed by the Government Printer
No. 1 Power Lane,
Belmopan, by the authority of
the Government of Belize.



Village Councils

[CAP. 88

19

THE SUBSTANTIVE LAWSOF BELIZE

(5) Without prejudice to a council’s power to invite the persons
referred to in subsection (4) aboveto attend council mesetings, dl meetingsof a
council shal be open to the public unless directed otherwise by the Chairper-
on.

17. (1) All decisonsof acouncil shdl be madeby amgority of itsofficers
present and voting a a meeting, provided that the number present is not less
than the quorum.

(2 Noofficer of acouncil or member of acommittee shall vote upon
or take part in any discussion of any matter inwhich hehas, directly or indirectly,
any pecuniary interest.

18. Noact or proceeding of acouncil shadl beinvaidated in consequence of
there being any vacancy in the number of the council a the time of such act or
proceeding, or of the subsequent discovery that there was some defect in the
election of any person or that he was incapable of being an officer.

19. (1) A minuteof the proceedingsof acouncil or of acommitteethereof
sSgned a the same or next ensuing meeting by the person presiding a the meet-
ing shdl beadmissiblein evidence, without further proof, inal courtsand for all
other purposes whatsoever.

(2) Until the contrary is proved, every meeting of a council or of a
committee thereof in respect of the proceedings whereof aminute has been so
made shal be considered to have been duly convened and held, and al mem-
bers or officers present at the meeting shdl be considered to have been duly
qualified.

20. Themembers of the council shall be paid such alowances as may be
approved by the House of Representatives.
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20 CAP. 88] Village Councils

PART IV
Powers and Duties of Village Councils

Duty of councils.  21. (1) Every council shdl be charged with the good government and
improvement of its village and the enforcement of the provisons of thisor any
other lawsrdating thereto and of dl by-laws and regulations made thereunder.

(2) Without prejudiceto the generdity of the above, the council shal-

(a)  ensurethat dl births and deaths in the village are

duly registered in accordance with the procedures

CAP. 157. established in the Regigtration of Birthsand Desths
Act and rules made thereunder; and

(b)  make recommendations to the appropriate
authority for the appointment of Justices of the
Peace and other judicia or administrative officers
resding in the village; and

(c)  beresponghle for the:-
(i) care and maintenance of public property;
(i)  assets and property of the council; and
(i)  preparation of an inventory thereof.

Power to make 22.  Subject to the provisions of this Act, a council may from time to

regulations for time make regulations with respect to al or any of the following matters:-
the conduct of

meetings, etc.
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Village Councils [CAP. 88 21

(a) thetime, place and mode of convening its mesetings;

(b)  the general regulation of the proceedings of the
council and of the committees thereof; and

(c)  theterms and conditions of service of employees
of the council.

23. (1) A councl may from time to time make by-laws for therule and  Power to make
good government of itsvillage generdly, andin particular inrepect of dl orany ~ by-laws.
of the following maiters-

(a)  forthenaming and numbering of houses, lots, places
and streets in any village;

(b)  for regulating the passing of livestock through the
streets of such village and specifying the streets
through which the livestock shall be alowed to
pass, the time of such passing and the method of
leading or driving the livestock;

(c)  for the establishment, and the control and use of,
public lavatories and latrines;

(d)  subjecttotheHousing and Town Planning Act, for ~ cAp.182.
regulating the construction of buildings, including
temporary structures in the village;

(e) for the establishment, regulation, control,
maintenance and management of markets,
daughterhouses, mest or other stallstherein, bath-
houses and wash-houses;
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2 CAP. 88] Village Councils

(f)  for regulating the rent and fees payable by persons
using or benefited by such markets, daughter-
houses, meat or other stalls therein, bath-houses
and wash-houses,

(g) for the regulation of parks, gardens and public
recreation grounds in the village;

(h)  for preventing animals from being landed or
imported except at aplace or places as may from
time to time be prescribed and for the provision
of public pensfor animals and for the imposition
of fees and regulations in respect of the use
thereof;

1) for the cleanliness of streets and other public
places;

(j)  for the cleaning of unkept and overgrown yards
within the limits of avillage and for recovering the
costs of doing same from the owners,

(k) (i) for the sanitation of the village in generd;
(i) for drainage and sewage,

(i)  for scavenging and the removal and disposal
of excreta;

M for the regulation of the keeping of dogs and other
animds,

(m)  for preventing and extinguishing fires,
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(n) for cemeteries and graves,
(o)  for the destruction of insects;
(p)  for suppression and abetment of nuisances,

(q)  for the entry of authorised officers of the council
upon premises for the purposes of this Act or of
any by-laws or regulations made thereunder;

(r)  forimposing such restrictions upon owners of land
in villages as may be necessary to prevent any
building upon such land from being or becoming a
source of danger to surrounding property, whether
from fire or from its insecure construction or
dilapidated condition;

(s)  forensuring that sound environmental practicesare
adhered to by al persons within the village; and

(1) generally for the proper carrying out of the
provisonsof this Act and for the efficient governing
of the village.

(20  Before submitting the proposed by-laws to the House in accor-
dance with the next following section, the council shdl cal agenerd meeting of
the village and present the by-lawsto the cong deration of thevillagers. No by-
laws shdl be presented to the House unless they have been approved by a
mgority of those present at such meeting.

24. (1) By-lawsand regulations made by a council shal be submittedto  Enforcing of
the Clerk of the Nationa Assembly, who shall causethemto beexaminedand ~ by-lawsand
certified as being legally constructed for presentation to the National Assembly ~ "egulations.
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24 CAP. 88] Village Councils

and shdl be subject to affirmative resolution of the National Assembly.

(2) After the Nationa Assembly has approved the by-laws or regu-
lations the same shdl be published in the Gazette and on the radio, and shall
come into force on the date of such publication in the Gazette.

(3) The by-laws may impose upon persons summarily convicted by
the magistrate’' s court for an infraction of a by-law reasonable pendties not
exceading afine of onethousand dollars, and in the case of acontinuing offence,
afurther pendty not exceeding afine of fifty dollarsfor each day after conviction
that the offender continues to violate the by-law.

(4)  All by-laws made under this Act shal have the force and effect
of law within the limits of the villagein respect of which they aremade and dso
for any distance not exceeding one mile therefrom whenever so expressly
sated in such by-laws.

PART V
Legal Proceedings and Procedure

Proceedingsby or  25.  All legd proceedings by or againgt any council shdl be in the name of

against the the council, but any complaint or information in respect of any offence againgt
council. this Act or any by-laws, may be laid and prosecuted by any member of the
42 of 1999. police department and by any other person authorized by the council in that

behaf, and dl notices, written letters and other communications shal be given,
issued, sent or made by the authority of the Chairperson of the council.

Offencesagainst  26. All offences against any rule, regulation or by-law shall be
rules punished prosecuted summarily and any magistrate may, where an offence has been
summrily. duly proved against any person, upon gpplication by or on behalf of any coundil

and in lieu of imposing apenalty, makean Order compelling that personto do
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or abgtain from doing any act or thing the doing of which or falure to perform
which condtitutes such offence.

27. Any complaint or information in pursuance of this Act or any rules,
regulations or by-laws made thereunder shall, unless otherwise specidly pro-
vided, be made or laid within sx months from the time when the matter of the
complaint or information arose and not afterwards.

28.  Proceedingsfor therecovery of apendty under thisAct shal not, unless
expresdy provided, be had or taken by any person other than by a party
aggrieved or by a council or by amember of the police department.

29. A council may gppear before a magidtrate by any officer or member
authorised generdly or in respect of any specia proceedings so to gppear.

30. (1) Unlessotherwise provided, any document required to be signed
by acouncil shal be sgned by the Chairperson of that council.

(2) It shdl not be necessary in any legd proceedings to prove any
sgnature purporting to be the signature of the Chairperson or of amember of a
council or that a person s0 signing was the Chairperson or member thereof,
and the burden of proof shall be on the person disputing it.

31. Inany proceedings under this Act or under any rule, regulation or by-
law madethereunder, any notice or Order purporting to be signed by the Chair-
person of any council or by any person authorized and acting under this Act or
under any rule, regulaion or by-law asaforesaid, shal on production beadmitted
inevidenceand shall be presumed to have been duly sgned by the Chairperson
or by the person in the character by whom and in which it purports to be
sgned, until the contrary is shown.
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Members and 32.  No matter or thing done and no contract entered into by any council
officersof council  and no matter or thing done by any member, officer or servant of any council

not ligble shall, if the matter or thing were done or the contract were entered into bona

personally. fide for the purpose of executing thisAct, subject them or any of them personally
to any action, liability, claim or demand whatever, and any expense incurred
by any council, officer or servant shdl be borne and repaid out of the funds a
the disposa of the council.

Signature of 33.  Notices, Orders and documents under this Act may be in writing or

Chairperson print, or partly inwriting or partly in print, and if they reguire authentication by

;‘::fafl'if)'g“‘ athen- e coundil, the signature thereof by the Chairperson shall be sufficient authen-

tication.

Notices, etc., how  34. Notices, Ordersand documents required or authorized to be served by

served. a council under this Act or any rule, regulation or by-law made thereunder
may be served by ddivering themto or at theresidence of the person to whom
they are respectively addressed or, where addressed to the owner or occupier
of premises, by ddivering them, or atrue copy thereof, to some person on the
premises, or if thereisno person on the premiseswho can be served, by fixing
them on some conspicuous part of the premises.

PART VI

Election Procedures, Qualification and Registration of Voters,
Election Petitions and Offences

Regulations 35. (1) TheElectionsand Boundaries Commission, shdl, after consulta-
;Tle?:ttlir:)% ;0 tion with the National Association of Village Councils established under section

55 of this Act, make regulaions.-

(a)  toprovidefor the proceedingsfor and at el ections;
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(b) to provide for the qudification and registration of
electors,

(c)  to provide for the mode of holding eections and
by-elections and the manner of voting at same;

(d)  toprovidefortheregister of votersand for revision
of same;

(e)  to prescribe the form of the ballot papers and
sample ballot papers and any other formsthat need
to be prescribed;

(H) to provide for the custody and disposal of ballot
papers,

(g)  to prescribe the manner of dealing with rejected or
spoilt ballot papers;

(h)  describing the construction of ballot boxes;

1) to prescribe the method of marking voters at
elections;

() to provide for the conduct of elections and by-
elections of members of the council;

(k)  to prohibit any act or matter which initsopinionis
not conducive to the maintenance of Order on
polling day;

) to declare any act committed in the course of any
campaign for elections or by-elections or during
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an glection, an eection offence;

(m)  todeclare the grounds upon which an election may
be challenged and the persons who may chalenge
an eection;

(n)  todeclarethe grounds upon which an e ection may
be avoided and the procedure for challenging an
eection;

(o)  to provide for the trial of election petitions and
matters connected therewith including the deposit
of security and the award of costs;

(p)  for any other matters relating to elections or by-
elections which are reasonably required for the
efficient functioning of the provisions of this Act.

(2) Contravention of any regulations made under subsection (1) of
this section may be declared to be illega practices and provisons may be
made in the said regulations for the punishment on summary conviction of
persons committing or taking part in the commission of such illegd practices
by afine not exceeding three thousand dollars or imprisonment for aterm not
exceeding two years, or by both such fine and imprisonment.

(3) Regulations made pursuant to this section shall be subject to
negative resolution of the House of Representatives.
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PART VII
Financial

36. All moneysdueto acouncil shal bepaidinto and shdl formafundtobe  The Village Fund.
cdled “The Village Fund”, and shdl be gpplied exclusvely to the use of the
particular village to the credit of which the same has been paid.

37. TheVillage Fund shdl be comprised of :-

(a)  dl moniesvoted from time to time by the National  Moneys
Assembly for the use by the council in the constituting
adminigtration of the village or community; the Village Fund.

(b) @l fines and penalties paid in respect of non-
compliance with this Act, or the rules, regulations
and by-laws made thereunder;

(c)  dal moneys payable in any manner whatever to a
council whether under or pursuant to this Act or
otherwise;

(d) 4l moneys derived from fundraising;

(e)  al feesand duties received under the Intoxicating  CAP. 150.
Liquor Licensing Act on the issue or transfer of
licences in respect of the village concerned; and

(f)  moneys lawfully derived from any other sources,
including any trade or other licences imposed by
law.
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Expenses, 38.  All expensesincurred or payable by a council in the execution of this

how met. Act or any regulations made thereunder shdl be paid out of the Village Fund
and al disbursements by such council shdl be made in accordance with the
Financid Regulations for the time being in force in the Public Service.

Payments from 39. All payments from a Village Fund shdl be made on clams certified by

Village Fund. the Chairperson and one other member of the council.
Accounts of 40. (1) Theaccountsof theVillage Fund shdl bemadeon damscertified
Village Fund. by the Chairperson and one other member of the council.

(2) Theacocountsof theVillage Fund and dl other accounts of acouncil
shall be regularly audited by the Auditor Generd.

Loans,whenand 41. (1) Whenever the generd interest and welfare or development of

how raised. any village will, in the opinion of two-thirds of the officers of the coundil, be
advanced by an expenditure greater than can be met out of the annud revenue
of the Village Fund, the council may, by resolution carried by two thirds of the
officers, recommend, on the guarantee of an annua dlocation of such amount
of the Village Fund as may be equivaent to the annud interest and sinking fund
necessary for itsredemption, theraising of aloan, the proceeds of which shall
be devoted to the advancement of the genera interest and welfare or
development of the village.

(2) TheMiniger of Finance may borrow such sum of money as may
CAP. 80. be authorized under the Loca Public Loans Act, and thereafter the sum
necessary to meet the annud interest and sinking fund for the redemption of
the loan shdl be afirst charge upon al moneys which may then or may there-
after form part of the Village Fund described in sections 36 and 37 above.

Power of council 42, After consultation with and with the consent of the mgjority of members
to contribute, €tc.  of the village, and having informed the Ministry of Finance of its intentions, a
council may contribute towards, undertake any scheme or establish any indti-
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tution for economic, educationd, recreationa or charitable purposes connected
with or for the benefit of the village.

43. (1) Inthemonth of January of each year, each council shal submitto  Estimates.
theMiniger, an annud esimate comprising and dassfying the anticipated revenue

and expenditure of the council, calculated in respect of the financia year
commencing on the 1st day of April then next ensuing, which estimate shdl be

referred to as the village estimates.

(20 The village esimates shdl be in such form as may be prescribed
by the Minister of Finance.

PART VII:.01
Village Water Boards
43:01 The Minigter may gppoint in each village or community established under  Establishment of
Pat Il of thisAct, a Village Water Board, consisting of the members specified  Village Water
in section 43:02(2), and having the powers, and performing the functions, st~ Bods:
out inthisAct.

43.02(1) EachVillage Water Board (hereindfter referred to as“the Board”)  Composition of
shdl consst of seven persons. Village Water

Boards.
(20 The members of the Board shdl be:--
(@  theCharman of the Village Council;

(b) amember of the Village Council nominated by the

Village Coundil;
(¢  five other members appointed by the Minister after
conaultation with:
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0] the Area Representative of the Electora Di-
vison wherein the village is Stuated; and

(i)  theVillage Coundil for that village

Provided that whereaVillage Water Board coversmorethan one Village,
the Minister shal gppoint the five membersreferred to in paragraph () of this
subsection after consultation with the Area Representative of the Electord
Divisonwhereinthevillagesare stuated, and the Village Councilsrepresenting
those villages.

(3) The Minister shall appoint, after consultation with the Area
Representative of the Electord Division wherein thevillageis Stuated, and the
Village Council for thet village, four members of the Board of whom one shdll

be-
(@  the Chairman of the Board;
(b)  the Deputy Chairman of the Board,;
(© the Secretary of the Board; and
(d)  the Treasurer of the Board.

(4) Membersof aBoard shal hold office for aperiod of three years
and may be digible for regppointment provided that such members have
satisfactorily performed their functions as such members:

Provided that members of Boards which were in existence at the
commencement of this section shdl continue in office until the next eection of

Village Councils after such commencement, after which they shal stand
dissolved.
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5) A member of the Board may at anytime resign his gppointment
by giving written notice to the Minigter, through the Chairman of the Board, and
such notice takes effect thirty days after its receipt by the Minigter.

(6) TheMinigter may, after consultation with the Area Representetive
of the Electord Divison wherein the village is Stuated and the Village Council,
remove any member of the Board referred to in subsection (2)(c) for any fit
and proper cause, and may likewise gppoint another suitably qualified person
to replace such member for the unexpired term of office of such member.

(7) TheMinigter may, by Order published in theGazette, approve an
alowanceto be paid to the members of aBoard out of the funds of the Board.

(8) An Order made under subsection (7) shall be subject to negative
resolution by the House of Representatives.

(99 Subject to the provisons of this Act, the Board may regulate its
own procedure.

43.03(1) Every Board - Board is abody
corporate.
@ isabody corporate bearing thenameof “TheVillage
Water Board of” followed by the name of the village
in respect of which it is condtituted;

(b)  hasperpetua successon;

(© has power to sue and to be sued under its corporate
name,

(d)  isdeemedto beapublic authority within the meaning
of the Public Authorities Protection Act and isentitled AP 3L
to the protection afforded a public authority under
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that Act.

(20 Every Board isindependent of the Village Council of the Village
in repect of which it is condtituted.

Members and 43.04 A member, officer or employee of the Board is not persondly

staff of aBoard liablefor any act done or omisson madein the execution of hisfunctionsor the
?f e I”Ot personaly  djschargeof hisdutiesunder thisAct, provided theact wasdoneor theomission
leple. in made in good faith.

Genera powersof 43:05(1) Each Board isresponsible for-

Boards.

(@  dl operatiions and maintenance activities necessary
for the uninterrupted service of water in respect of
itsvillage or community;

(b)  regulating pumping hoursto ensure uninterrupted and
continuous water supply;

(© keeping proper records and account in respect of
its activities;

(d) undertaking expangon of the water supply system
for its village or community as occasion demands,

(e carrying out disconnection procedures,

)] collecting user fees,

(9) laying water pipesin its village or community;

(h)  effectively and efficiently undertaking any other
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function related to the supply of weter initsvillage or
community.

(20 A Boad may from time to time in respect of the village or
community for which it is condituted -

(@  causefixtures and fittings to be erected and pipesto
be laid and carried through, across, over or under
any land whatever, enclosed or otherwise, private or
public, after reasonable notice in that behdf to the
owner or occupier, if any, of such land;

(b)  enter or authorise any of its employeesto enter upon
any land whatever, enclosed or otherwise, private or
public, and where possible after reasonable noticeto
the owner or occupier, if any, of such land, and to
remain thereon as long as may be reasonably
necessary for the purpose of or incidentd to the
exercise of any power or the discharge of any duty of
the Board, or for carrying into effect any of the
provisons of this Act.

(3) Inthe exercise of the powers conferred under subsection (2), a
Board shdl not be deemed to acquire any right other than that of user only inor
over the soil of any land whatever through, across, over or under whichit places
any of itsworks; and should any of such works so carried through, across, over
or under any such land become a nuisance or the cause of pecuniary lossto the
owner of such land, the Board shdl give pecuniary compensation as provided
in subsections (4) and (5).

(4) Intheexercise of the powers given under subsection (2), aBoard
shal do no more damage than is necessary in the circumstances and shall make
full pecuniary compensation to any person interested for al damage sustained
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by him by reason or in consequence of the exercise of such powers.

(5) In the event of disagreement, the amount of such pecuniary
compensation shall be determined by the Minigter, but no compensation
whatever is payable in respect of any right of user acquired by a Board under
subsection (2).

Layingof water ~ 43:06(1) An owner or occupier of any premises within an area of water
supply pipes. supply who desiresto have a supply of water for domestic purposes from the
Board for that village or community shdl, subject as hereinafter provided,
make gpplicaion therefor to the Board which, if it gpproves, may lay the

necessary supply pipe.

(2) At or before the time of making such gpplication, the owner or
occupier shdl pay or tender to the Board such sum as may be payable in
advance by way of water rate in respect of his premises.

(3) If sodirected by the Board, the owner or occupier shdl lay the
supply pipeat hisown expense, having first obtained the consent of the owner
of any land not forming part of a stregt, being land intervening between the
communication pipe and the premises to be supplied with water except that,
where any part of the supply pipeisto beladinahighway, heshdl not himsdlf
break open the highway or lay that part of the pipe.

(4) Wherethe Board lays the supply pipe on behalf of the owner or

occupier —
(@  the owner or occupier shal first obtain the consent
of theowner of any land not forming part of astrest,
being land intervening between the communication
pipe and the premises to be supplied with water;
and
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(b) theexpenses reasonably incurred by the Board in ex-
ecuting thework shdl berepaid to it by the owner or
occupier, and may be recovered by it from him asa
civil debt.

) Notwithstanding anything in subsections (1) to (4), the Board
to whom such an gpplication as aforesaid is made may within seven days after
the recei pt thereof, require the person making the gpplication either to pay to it
in advance the cost of the work, in accordance with the scale of charges pre-
scribed by the Minister therefor, or to give security for payment thereof to its
satisfaction.
Notice of
43:.07 A consumer who wishesthe supply of water to hispremisesto  discontinuance.
be discontinued shal give not less than twenty-four hours natice in writing to
the Board.
Staff of aBoard.
43.08 Each Board has power to gppoint Saff to assst it in carrying
out itsfunctions and discharging its duties under this Act and such gaff shdl be
gppointed upon such terms and conditions to be approved by the Minigter:

Provided that no member of aBoard shall bean employee of the Board.
Rates of water
43.09 (1) Theratesand chargesto belevied by aBoard for thesupply of ~ supply.
water and other services and fadilities in its village or community shdl be in
accordance with a scale made by the Minister from time to time by Order
published in the Gazette.

2 An Order made under subsection (1) -

(@ may goply inrespect of dl villages and communities or
may =t different sclesfor different villagesand com-
munities, and
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(b) shdl be subject to negative resolution by the House
of Representatives.

Rates to be
credited to the 43:10 Rates and charges collected by a Board for the supply of
gccozm ofthe  \ater and other services and facilities shall be credited to the account of the
oare. Board.
Boards to open
accounts.
4311 Each Board shal open an account with a bank or financid
indtitution gpproved by the Minister of Finance and the Board shdl deposit
into such account:
(@  monies collected from rates and charges,
Application of (b)  any other monieslawfully appropriated by the Board.
revenues.
4312 (1) Fifteen percent of the monthly revenues of a Board shdl be
paid monthly by the Board into an account established by the Didtrict Asso-
ciation of Water Boards for the Didtrict wherein the Board is Situate.
2 The remaining eighty-five percent of the revenues of aBoard
for any financid year shdl be gpplied in defraying the following charges
(@ payment of the alowances of members of the Board;
(b) payment of the sdary and dlowances of aff of the
Board;
(6 mantenanceof the necessary infrastructurein respect
of the Board's area of water supply;
(d) purchasng equipment and properties necessary to
ensure a continuous supply of water;
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(e) theexpansion of the Board' swater supply sysem and
other projects related thereto;

(f)  any other expenditure authorized by the Board and
chargeable to revenue account.

3 Any fundsof aBoard not immediately required to be expended
in the meeting of any obligations, the discharge of any duties or the perfor-
mance of any functions of the Board may be invested from timeto timein such
projects as the Board, with the approval of the Minister, may determine. Accounts and
audits.
43:13 (1) Each Board shal keep proper accounts in respect of its water
operations and shall prepare a statement of account for each financid year.

2 The accounts of each Board shal be audited by the Auditor
Generd.

3 As s00n as possible after the months of June and December in
each year, each Board shdl submit to the Minister a copy of its income and
expenditure for that period together with astatement of the assetsand ligbilities
of the Board at the end of the relevant period. District
Association of
4314 (1)  Village Water Boards in each Didtrict of Belize shall together ~ Water Boards.
establish an Asociation of al Boards in that Didtrict, which shal -

(@ beknownas“The. .. Didrict Association of Village
Water Boards’;

(b) havedl theattributes of corporate persondity referred
to in section 43:03(1).

2 Every Didrict Associgtion of Water Boards for each Didtrict
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shdl be independent of the Didrict Association of Village Councils for that
Didrict.

3 The functions of each Didrict Associaion of Water Boards
shdl be -

(@  torepresent dl or any Board in its Didrict a any
forum, especidly where such Board lacks financid,
technical or other resources to adequately and
meaningfully represent itsalf theredt;

(b)  to open and operate an account into which monies
referred to in section 43:09(1) shdl be credited;

(¢  to makeloansto any Board which is a member of
the Associgtion for the purposes of developing the
water supply system for that Board.

(4) The Miniger may make regulations for the compostion of, and
proceduresto be followed by, Digtrict Associations of Village Water Boards,
after dlowing representatives of Village Councilsand Area Representatives of
the Electora Divisonswhereinthe Didrict isStuated an opportunity to present

Regulations. their views, and such regulations shdl be subject to negative resolution by the
House of Representatives.

43:15(1) TheMinister may make Regulationsfor the better carrying out of
the functions of Village Water Boards under this Act.

(2)  Without prejudice to the generdity of subsection (1), regulations
made under this section may -

(@  agppoint the Public Utilities Commission or any other
body as the authority responsible for approving
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standards and plans in respect of the laying of water
pipes, the design and congtruction of water systems
and the provision of servicesrelated to water supply
by Boards, and

(b) appoint the Ministry responsiblefor the Boards or any
other body as the Ministry or body responsible for
training the Boards in dl aspectsreated to the deliv-
ery of adequate water supply intheir areasinan effi-  Construction of
cient and codt effective manner. references.

43:16 In this Part, reference to a “Village Water Board”, or to a
“Board” or to a“Village Council” shal be read and construed, where the con-
text requires, asareferenceto a“ Community Water Board” or to a“ Commu-
nity Council” as the case may be.

PART VI
Oath or
Miscellaneous affirmation of
alegiance and
44, Every person who is eected or gppointed an officer of a council shall, office.
prior to taking his seet, take before a magistrate or Justice of the Peace at a
mesting of the coundil, an oath or affirmation of alegiance and office in the
falowing form:-
S S do swear, (or sol-
emnly and sncerdy affirm and declare) that | will bear true faith and
dlegiance to Bdize and will uphold the Condtitution and the law, and |
will conscientioudy, impartidly and to the best of my ability discharge
MY dUES 8S (e ) and do right to all manner of  Handing over of
people without fear or favour, afection or ill-will. (So help me God).”  properties by
outgoing
45.  Whenever anewly dected coundil takesoffice, thereshall beanofficid ™"
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handing over of al council properties by the outgoing officers of the former
council to the officers of the incoming council. Such handing-over shdl take

Issueof I.D. place within two weeks of the expiry of the term of the outgoing council and
cardsfor council  shdll be duly witnessed by officers of the Minidtry.
officers.

46. Theofficersof acouncil shdl beissued with village council identification
Dealingswith cards by the Minidry. Identification cards shdl be vaid only for the term of
lands in the office of the officers of the coundil.
village.

47. (1) The councl shdl have the following privileges, duties and re-

gpongibilities with respect to lands within the village:-

(@) amap or maps showing the lands in the village
and their distribution shall be delivered to the
council by the Ministry responsible for lands, and
the council shall be informed by the Ministry in a
timely manner of any changesor intended changes,

(b)  thecouncil may congtituteitself aL ots Committee
or may appoint a Lots Committee under section
14 hereof to make recommendations to the said
Ministry with regard to the distribution of lotsand
lands within or affecting the boundaries of the

village

(c)  before deding with any lands in the village, the
Ministry responsible for lands shall consult the
council and takeitsviewsinto account; and should
the said Ministry decide not to follow the advice
of the council it shdl explain its reasonsin writing
to the council before effecting that decision, and
provide the council further opportunity to present
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its case to the Ministry; and

(d) with the consent of and under the conditions negoti-
ated with the department of Government respon-
sible for forestry, the council may have responsi-
bility for maintaining forest reserve boundaries that
coincide with the village boundary and be com-
pensated for this.

2 A council may acquire by lease, purchase or otherwise, lands
and buildings or any part thereof for any purpose of public utility.

3 The Minigry respongble for lands shdl transfer title to such
landsin avillage asarereguired by the village council to construct any buildings
necessary for it to carry out its functions under this Act aswell asfor recre- Dueregard to
ationd purposes such as parks and playing fields. be taken of

views of

48. A oouncil, when implementing any of its plans or proposds, shall take villagers, etc.

into consderation the views and opinions of villagers and of government and ~ Government

non-government agencies. agenciesto
consult

49. (1)  AnyMinistry or Department of Government intendingtomeke ~ Unci!s:

any decison or policy or to carry out any act affecting a village shdl consult

with the council before doing so and, asfar aspracticable, take the views of the

council into account.

(20  Where such decision, policy or action affects dl villagesin a
digtrict or in the country, it shdl be sufficient for the Ministry or Department
concerned to consult with the gppropriate agency established under section 55
of thisAct.

3 Wherethe Ministry or Department as aforesaid decides not to
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follow the advice of the council or agency, asthe case may be, it shdl explain
its reasons in writing to the council or agency before effecting that decision,
and providethe council or agency further opportunity to present itscaseto the
Ministry or Department.

4 If there is any conflict in the exercise of powers between a

Lots Committee established by a Council under this Act and any Lands or

Lots Committee or other body established pursuant to any enactment regul at-

ing the distribution or disposd of nationd lands, the powers of a Lots Com-
Application for mittee established under thisAct shdl, in respect of the village or community in
exemption from which that Committee exercises powers, have effect over the powers of such
taxes and duties. . .

other Lands or Lots Committee as aforesaid.

50. (1)  Anycouncil wishing to be exempt from taxes and duties shdll
aoply in writing to the rlevant authority.

2 A letter of authorization for the exemption of taxes and/or
Duty of councils  dutiesshdl be ddivered by the rlevant authority to the gpplicant council within
to supply eight working days of gpplication, and shdl be vaid for the duration of thelife
information. of the coundil.

51.  Councilsthat have been granted letters of authorization under section
50 shdl supply the revant authority with the following:-

(i) aquarterly report of al goods and services acquired
locally without the payment of taxes, with al nec-
essary details of such transactions;

Donations to (i) aquarterly report of al goods imported, including
323”0'_'&0 be tax the value of such goods and the programme or
CAF‘f_C%_ e project for which they are being used.
52. (1) All persons, whether naturd or legd persons, who
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make donations to councils shdl be digible to have those donations tax-de-
ductible under the Income and Business Tax Act.

2 Such deductions shdl be effected soldly for the year in which
the donations were made.

3 In order to qualify for such deductions, the donor shal prove
the donation by means of acertificateissued by the recipient council which shall
include the following:-

(i) proof that the donee is a council constituted under
this Act;

(i) areceipt showing that the donation was made by
the donor, including the date and the amount or
the value of the donation;

(iif)  the use to which the donee put the donation; and

(iv) express mention of theirrevocable character of the
donation.

4) The Income Tax Department may use any resourcesat itsdis  commercia
posd to verify the vdidity of such donations in accordance with the mecha  activitiesby
nisms established by law. councils.

53.  Councils may undertake commercid, indudtria, agricultura and other
profit-making enterprises of whatever kind, provided that thisis authorized by
their by-lawsand provided further that the profitsarere-invested intheprojects ~ Penalty for
of the council, in which case, upon proof of such re-investment, such profits ~ obstructing

shdl likewise be exempt from taxes and duties. members and
officers of the

council.
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54.  Any person who obstructs or impedes or attemptsto obstruct or impede
any member of acouncil, or the secretary, tax collector, clerk or other officer of
acouncil lavfully authorized as such by thisAct in the discharge of hisdutiesor
in his officid cgpacity or in the exercise of his powers either under this or any

other Act, commits an offence and is liable on summary conviction to a fine
not exceeding five hundred dollars or to imprisonment for aterm not exceeding
S9x months, or to both such fine and imprisonment.

Establishment of
associations of
Village Councils.

55. (1) Village councilsin each didrict of Belize shdl together establish
an asociation of dl thevillage councilsin that didtrict, which shdl beknown as
“The.eeeene, Digrict Association of Village Councils’.

(2) Thesx Digrict Associationsof Village Councilsshdl form aNa
tional Association of Village Coundils

(3) TheDidrict Associationsand the Nationd Association shal have
such powers and duties, and shdl be regulated in such a manner as shdl be
prescribed by regulations and by-laws made hereunder.

(4) The Miniger may make regulations for the compostion of, and
procedures to be followed by, the associations mentioned in this section, after
alowing representatives of village councils an opportunity to present their views
and al such regulations shal be subject to negative resolution of the House of
Representatives.

(5) Theregulaions aforesad shdl include a code of ethicsfor mem-
bers of the council.

(6) A Didrict Association of Village Councils or the National Asso-
ciation of Village Councilsmay represent any village council or group of village
councils a any forum, especidly where the village council or group of village
councils may not have financid, technica or other resources to adequately
and meaningfully represent themsdves therest.
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56. (@D} Notwithstanding any other law to the contrary, whereamem-  Members of
ber of avillage or community council isin employment, it shall betheduty of the  councilsto be
employer to give such member reasonable time off from work without lossof ~ alowed time off

sdary or other benefits to enable such member to attend to council duties. ;?Q,évfgk o

council duties.
2 A dispute between an employer and an employee who is a

member of acouncil asto whether any time off granted from work pursuant to
subsection (1) above is reasonable or not shdl be referred to the Miniter,
whose decison thereon shal be find and binding on both parties.

3 Failure to comply with the requirements of subsection (1) or
subsection (2) above condtitutes an offence punishable on summary conviction
with afine not exceeding five hundred dollars or with imprisonment for aperiod
not exceeding three months or with both such fine and period of imprisonment.

57.  This Act shall come into force on a day to be appointed by the  Commencement.
Minister by Order published in the Gazette.
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