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BY-LAWS made by the Village Councils in exercise of the powers conferred upon them by section 23 of the Village Councils Act, Chapter 88 of the Substantive Laws of Belize, Revised Edition 2000-2003, and all other powers thereunto them enabling.

(Gazetted…………, 2004.)


1.
These By-laws may be cited as the

VILLAGE COUNCILS (PLAYGROUNDS AND PARKS) BY-LAWS, 2004.


2.
In these By-laws, unless the context otherwise requires-

“Council” or “Village Council” means a village council established and constituted under the Village Councils Act or any regulations made thereunder;

“park” means an area or any land within a village declared by the Village Council as a park;

“playground” means any land within a village declared by the Village Council as a playground.

3.
These By-laws shall have effect within the limits of any village in Belize.

4.
No parent or guardian shall cause or permit any person of primary school age who is under his custody or control to be found in any playground or park during school hours without the supervision of a teacher.


5.
No person shall enter or leave a playground or park by any other means than the entrance provided in such playground or park.

6.
No person shall hold or take part in any public meeting or public assembly in a playground or park without the previous permission in writing of the Chairperson of the Village Council.

7.
No person shall do any of the following acts in a park or playground:-

(a)
cut, pluck, injure, or destroy any tree, fruit, bush or flower in the park or playground;

(b)
dig, cut, remove any sod, turf, sand, gravel or other substance in or from the park or playground;

(c)
wilfully, carelessly or negligently deposit or leave in the park or playground or any part of the park or playground, any rubbish, bricks, manure, timber, or other substance or material;

(d)
light any fire, or wilfully, carelessly or negligently do any act which may cause, or be likely to cause, damage by fire to anything growing or being in the park or playground;

(e)
carelessly, negligently, or wilfully injure, deface or remove any seat notice, notice board, post railing, fence, barrier, or other thing which may be erected or placed from time to time in the park or playground by the authority of the Village Council;

(f)
paint, write, cut, carve or in any manner inscribe, letters, figures, or marks upon, or otherwise disfigure any rock or tree, or any fence or other structure or erection in the park or playground;

(g)
drive, ride or push any vehicle or hand-cart over the park or playground;

(h)
climb any tree in the park or playground, or climb any handstand, fixture or building in the park or playground;

(i)
brawl, fight, use indecent language, or act in any indecent, disorderly or offensive manner;

(j)
wilfully, or negligently damage or cause damage to swings, see-saws, slides or any other recreational fixture in the park or playground;

(k)
wilfully, or negligently damage the grass lawns;

(l)
do, aid, or abet any act or thing which may not in these By-laws be specifically mentioned and which may tend to injure or disfigure the park or playground or to interfere with the use of the park or playground by the public for the purpose of recreation.


8.(1)  Any person who contravenes any of these By-laws commits an offence and shall be liable on summary conviction to a penalty not exceeding one hundred dollars, and in the case of a continuing offence to a further penalty not exceeding ten dollars for each day on which the offence continues after written notice of the offence has been given to the person by the Village Council.

   (2)  Where the person committing the offence is a juvenile, the parent or guardian of the juvenile shall be held responsible for the penalty.


9.
Any person who contravenes any of these By-laws may be removed from the park or playground by any person authorized by the Council or by any Police Officer, in any of the following cases -

(a)
where the violation of the By-laws is committed within view of the person authorized by the Council or Police Officer, and the name and residence of the person contravening the By-law is unknown or cannot readily be ascertained by the person authorized by the Council or Police Officer;

(b)
where the violation of the By-law is committed within the view of the person authorized by the Council or Police Officer, and from the nature of such violation or from any other fact which the person authorized by the Council or Police Officer may have knowledge or be credibly informed, there may be reasonable ground for belief that the continuance in the park or playground of the person violating the By-law is undesirable or that the removal of such person from the park or playground is otherwise necessary as a security for the proper use and regulation of such park or playground.


10.
These By-laws shall be subject to the affirmative resolution of the National Assembly.

MADE by the Village Councils this _________ day of  ____________________, 2004.

_________________________________

(ELEANOR SANDLIN)




      (CHAIRPERSON)
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