Fellow African States, Greetings!

I am increasingly encouraged by the activism and political will of the region’s leaders in crafting a new continent, a new Africa 2003 vision.
Our state realizes the value that fellow Africans nations place on the issue of finalizing a delegate as representative for the United Nations. While, I must confess, several issues require the more pressing and urgent attention of our state, such as the banning of female genital mutilation which continues to afflict many states, I am also realistic in recognizing the importance of the African voice on the international stage and the effect it will have on promoting our ideas (such as banning FGM).
I believe the question for us as nation states of Africa is in distinguishing who is a viable candidate and who is not. Which candidate represents the old authoritarianism of Africa and which one represents the new and prosperous Africa that looks responsibly after the interests of his people instead of a few pockets. If we elected a Charles Taylor of Liberia as our delegate or a Rwandese general who was responsible for the 800,000-people massacre in 1994, we would become the greatest propagators of evil that this earth has known. This is my recommendation in beginning to reduce the list of potential candidates.
Therefore, as a member African state, I will set diplomacy aside to speak candidly about member states, not because I wish to make enemies, but because I must set the record straight, and prevent another mass-murdering thug the power to influence a body as critical as the United Nations. 
I have instructed our Ministry of Foreign Affairs to engage in open source collection of non-classified information on the vision and mission of the governments in the region. The members of the region will NOT be ranked, but will be categorized by our Ministry into broad categories of responsible governance, similar to the certification policies drafted annually by the United States and European Union. While the views of our may not reflect those of other states, we are merely presenting this statistical data as a service to allow states to place their neighbors in perspective. The document is not intended to manifest our political agenda.
There are many good candidates in Africa which are more than suitable to become a UN delegate. As our country is conducting this survey and wishes to eliminate any illusion of a conflict-of-interest, we humbly withdraw our candidacy for contention of the highly coveted position, and look forward to voting for a candidate when the time arises.

With humble salutations,


Nairb Selarom

President

United Faiths 

Gambia

Engleland

Ulter

Ayindril

Idealand

Fas Centuria

Ultramar

Milles Gloriosus

Leander

Intense Pleasures

Meatah
Coneza

META 13

Chuda

United Faiths

Nuukia

La Patria

GNUs

Hadruken

Dear Members of the African Continent,

I am most encouraged to see our Africa growing with more and more member states every day. It brings me great joy to know we are now breaking the ceiling of 20 members. Let us welcome all friends of prosperity and progress to our continent in an effort to grow as a single African family. 

As promised, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, from our Republic of United Faiths has completed its survey on the states of the region, working late hours to include last minute additions. 

Before presenting the list, our state would like to reaffirm our principle of free-governance, where we respect all governments of the region, whatever their political inclinations must be. However, to elect a member as a delegate of the region, the state must embody the ideals and programmatic initiatives that reflect the new Africa 2003 vision of progress through economic development and improvement in the lives of the African peoples.
The Republic of United Faiths now presents its assessment of STRONG CANDIDATES, SUITABLE CANDIDATES and UNSUITABLE CANDIDATES in alphabetical order!
State / Size / Population (in millions) / Treatment of its People / Economic Power / Liberties to Citizenry / recommendation to become delegate
STRONG CANDIDATES

ENGLELAND / small / 12 / extensive civil rights with no government corruption / tiny private sector / meat-eating frowned upon, same sex marriages more common and political parties are banned from advertising and receiving private donations/ strong candidate to become UN delegate

FAS CENTURIA / small / 12 / mix of economic and political freedoms / healthy private sector with corrupt government / right to vote held sacrosanct / not a member of the UN but encouraged to join 

GAMBIA / tiny / 6 / extensive civil rights / tiny private sector / drugs are legal and there is a socially minded government / not a member of the UN but encouraged to join

IDEALAND / small / 12 / personal & economic freedoms upheld / strong private sector / right to vote held sacrosanct / strong candidate to become UN delegate for Africa 

INTENSE PLEASURES / small / 12 / citizens decide where their taxes go / tiny private sector / occasional free elections / strong candidate to become UN delegate for Africa

MEATAH / small / 10 / no prisons needed, as crime is completely unknown / private enterprise illegal & businesses tightly regulated / elections widely held with academic institutions debating political and civil rights / strong candidate to become UN delegate for Africa
ULTER / small / 9 / no tariffs, cloning allowed / healthy private sector / efficient government termed by some to be a conglomerate of multinational corporations / not a UN member, but encouraged to join

SUITABLE CANDIDATES

AYINDRIL / large / 20 / social equality / powerhouse of private sector / free speech is upheld with compulsory military service / suitable candidate to become UN delegate for Africa
CONEZA / tiny / 6 / private enterprise illegal / anti-business politics / patriotic people / not a UN member, but encouraged to join
LA PATRIA / small / 7 / moralistic and conservative / large private sector exists / high military spending / not a UN member, but encouraged join
LEANDER / very large / 50 / socially-minded government / healthy private sector but great spending on the military / political parties banned from advertising & receiving donations / suitable candidate to become UN delegate for Africa
META13 / large / 45 million / extensive civil rights / poor citizens starving to death where massive corporations rule the government / free speech is upheld /  suitable candidate to become UN delegate for Africa, although encouraged to provide greater welfare for working population

MILLES GLORIOSUS / small / 12 / personal and economic freedoms upheld with death penalty in place / robust private sector / voting is sacrosanct / not a member of the UN but encouraged to join

NUKKIA / small / 7 / large private sector permitted / economic freedom to spend money / elections are held / suitable candidate to become UN delegate for Africa

ULTRAMAR / small / 10 / social equality / robust private sector / political parties can not advertise or receive private donations

UNITED FAITHS / small / 14 / great social equality / no tariffs, encourages free trade / extreme political groups outlawed / suitable candidate to become UN delegate for Africa (as the author of this study, UF humbly withdraws its candidacy to remove any conflict of interest)
UNSUITABLE CANDIDATES

CHUDA / small / 12 / students forced to sell kidneys / military spending increasing with rainforests being massively raped / dictator banned elections / not a UN member, but encouraged join and to permit free and fair elections in the country
GNU / large / 29 / religious intolerance / black market in Soda sales / no free elections / not a UN member, but encouraged to join and to reform its judiciary and legislative branches to accommodate dissenting voices
HADRUKEN / Very Large / 50 / outside of wealthy, all are oppressed / thriving economy / political activists executed / not a UN member, but encouraged to join and to devote economic resources to improvement of its people

All data as of January 10th, 2003, 2:59 a.m.

Dear Africans,


Thank you for your support and good wishes. United Faiths agrees with Intense Pleasures and Engleland and will vote for their choice of representative this Thursday. 

In regard to the matter of Chuda, I would like first to respond to Engleland. Your wise words speak of your gift as a diplomat and a promoter of democracy. 

Still, I pose a question to the member states of the continent at large: what is the Africa 2003 vision that we wish to promote? Certainly it is one of inclusiveness and democratic ideals. Ideally, every state and its leader should receive the respect and equality of another. But what about a leader that commits genocide on its minority population? What about a leader who pays insurgent commanders (like Nwabi Savimbi) thousands of wong fneys to kidnap children and turn them into soldiers? What about leaders who allow (and privately encourage/participate in) the practice of female genital mutilation?
If a leader’s most fundamental role is to ensure the security of his/her people, then when an ethnic minority is massacred (e.g. Rwanda, Serbia/Kosovo), that dictator is no longer worthy of representing his citizenry. Thus, sovereignty is increasingly being overridden by considerations of extreme human rights abuses, such as genocide. 
These views presented by United Faiths are not extreme, unwarranted, or blasphemous. In fact, the Secretary General of the United Nations AND FELLOW AFRICAN, Mr. Kofi Annan, has repeatedly spoken to this issue, gaining great support from the most developed states.

United Faiths does not accuse, at this moment, any African state of committing such crimes. We are simply surprised that a select handful are swimming against the current of progress and dragging the rest of the African states back with them.
In reference to Chuda, I question why a state would have as its motto “Freedom is Slavery”, when slavery was abolished at the founding United Nations Conference in 1945 at San Francisco, and was enshrined in the UNGA Resolution Principles on the Dignity of Man. Secondly, I question why military spending is so outrageously high in Chuda? States only militarize when they prepare to launch a strike, or when they feel threatened. The two states bordering Chuda, La Patria and Leander have never been a threat to Chuda, but have had to militarize as a consequence of Chuda’s increasing arsenal of mass destruction. Intelligence sources from both our state and the large, powerful state of Leander have acquired data indicating Chuda’s attempt to produce nuclear weapons. 

Proof of this is found in the uranium mining that Chuda conducts, which is later enriched through their dual-use technologies. An un-named state has also brought to our attention that Chuda is selling some of this enriched uranium to North Korea, Iraq, and anti-western terrorist groups, adding 2.6 million wong fneys to the national economy.  
However, United Faiths must stress, that the selling of enriched uranium has not been confirmed by our state, and we hope that the Chuda has wisely discounted any such plan. What is confirmed and clear is that Chuda still allows female genital mutilation to continue. This is a practice that must stop and ask that Chuda make no claims to the contrary, otherwise we will have to publish reports to the contrary.
That being said, United Faiths is hopeful that the Confederacy of Chuda will be able to integrate into the African community with free and fair elections. We are encouraged at the release of some political prisoners, compared to last year, when over 2,500 were executed by firing squads for simply opposing the views of the government; moreover, we plead with the leader of Chuda to inquire about the “vanishing” of political activists from their homes at night (as portrayed in country profile and African newspapers). 
Furthermore, I ask the leaders of the region, by which I am referring to the candidates in a strong position of becoming the next delegate of the UN, to use all leverage possible in encouraging Chuda to swim with us towards the flow of a more prosperous citizen-conscious Africa, as opposed to the type of governance where Kofi Annan is forced to ask us to intervene militarily.

Sincerely,

Nairb Selarom

President

United Faiths

Wong Fneys

Kofi Annan said

-----.

Dear Africans,

Welcome all newcomers! United Faiths is encouraged to see so many new faces on the map of Africa and would personally like to extend our hand to our new friends: Mauritania, Pagan Peoples, Assailia, Nigeria, Zevmar, Kukumbas, Luar, and particularly to Pishers, a good friend and a strong ally which went on walkabout to Australia but has returned to work with us on a stronger and more prosperous Africa.

My friends, I come to the table as a facilitator and not as a partisan of ideologies. I dream of an Africa with no divisions, no weapons, no child soldiers, and no female genital mutilation – an Africa that serves as a model for the world and pulls itself out of its bloody past.  

Some states in the region do not share this vision of progress. They are the trouble-makers and United Faiths would like to propose a roll-call vote where we profess what side of the aisle we are on. 
1) If your state is in favor of the Africa 2003 vision of prosperity, progress, arms reduction, promotion of growth and trade, ban on female genital mutilation, promotion of the rights of citizens and equal opportunity for all, please state your commitment to AFRICA 2003.

2) If your state commits to maintain a large arsenal of weapons, attempts to acquire weapons of mass destruction, actively seeks the destruction of another state, tortures and kills people based on their beliefs, and commits genocide or other crimes against humanity, please state your opposition to AFRICA 2003. 
3) If your state supports neither of these viewpoints, please express the platform of your state and declare yourself as a non-aligned state. 
United Faiths feels this exercise is important in order to demonstrate that there is a select minority which attempts to move us against the current of progress. The axis of evil is small but economically powerful. 

United Faiths would like to conclude by signaling two states. Chuda has, in the past, declared its opposition to Africa 2003. We hope it will at the very least declare its non-alignment and not ally itself with extreme states that seek to initiate hostilities in the continent. We are encouraged by Chuda’s profession to reduce its military, which is currently the second largest in Africa, and its apertures to hold elections this year. We would request that Chuda provide a specific date for these elections and invite international monitors. 

We also STRONGLY encourage Chuda not to sell to the Libyans the nuclear weapons they have requested from you directly.  

To the Libyan state, United Faiths would like to express its deep consternation, strong condemnation and outrage of your entry into the African continent. Gadhafi represents all of the values of the old Africa – the one opposed to Africa 2003. Terrorism is not now, nor ever shall be, a legitimate policy tool. 

The Republic of United Faiths upholds the respect for all sovereign nations and treats them all as equals. However, we recognize injustices and threats to the harmony and stability of this continent. For this reason, we warn Chuda not to take the path of Libya, and say to Libya – for shame!

Sincerely, 

Nairb Selarom

President 

United Faiths

Kind Dominion of Nabowin, 

Welcome to Africa! Indeed some of us will be casting our votes for regional delegate to the UN on Thursday. The Ministry of Foreign Affairs of the United Faiths compiled a survey of basic data on each state, which I will re-post in anticipation for the election this Thursday. 

Before presenting the list, our state would like to reaffirm our principle of free-governance, where we respect all governments of the region, whatever their political inclinations must be. However, to elect a member as a delegate of the region, the state must embody the ideals and programmatic initiatives that reflect the new Africa 2003 vision of progress through economic development and improvement in the lives of the African peoples.

I urge the top contending candidates to state their principles and aims as a new delegate.

Regards,

Nairb Selarom

President 

United Faiths

-----------.---------------

Dear Fellow Africans,

The energy and spirit of this region is unparallel to any other! Truly we are taking the future into our hands and crafting a new region. United Faiths is both delighted and touched at the warm reception of Africa 2003 and the growth it has taken.

--------------------------------------------------------------

To recap: 

Supporters of Africa 2003: Engleland, Intense Pleasures, Nigeria, Pishers, United Faiths (5)

Non-aligned states: Chuda and Nabowin (2)

Opponents of Africa 2003: Libya, Water Beetle (2) 

------------------------------------------------------------------

United Faiths prints out all information posted on this regional forum and is crafting the final Africa 2003 agreement to be signed next week. We encourage all states to contribute with their vision of Africa 2003. 
A second issue has come up, which is that of enforcement of the articles of Africa 2003. These rub up against issues of sovereignty which can become touchy and controversial. However, the international community has set precedence and legitimacy for such intervention in the past, through the person of Mr. Kofi Annan, Secretary General, United Nations, and I will enumerate the tools at our disposal for creating a mechanism of checks and balances. 

However, I reserve the right to share this information now. Why? Because we should vote for Africa 2003 for the merit of its content and not the means to enforce it. If your state agrees with Africa 2003, the first step is to profess your state’s commitment to its value. 

The second step, which we will discuss next week, shall be a method of enforcement, for which I have already drafted a list of suggestions. From here we will create a regional mechanism to deal with violators of Africa 2003. But this second step will then require the signatures and agreement of the participating states. I assure all states that vote on Africa 2003, that they, in no way, will be forced to accept the terms of the enforcement measures. These measures will become a second agreement that will be negotiated separately. 

Very good! Now that this has been cleared up, United Faiths would like to encourage all states to continue contributing articles for Africa 2003 as Nigeria so graciously proposed. Currently we have six (6) articles – one proposed by Nigeria and five by Engleland. 
NOTE: Friday will be the last day to include articles for our Africa 2003 vision. 

NOTE: Tomorrow is Election Day for the African states voting for the regional delegate to the United Nations. I urge all states to vote. Just a single vote is enough to elect a regional delegate and United Faiths has already decided on its selection, after a long process of internal discussion. 

Finally, I would like to close thanking Chuda for choosing at the very least non-alignment, and hope that its words are not a façade to mask the sales of weapons to other states. It seems that Libya and Water Beetle are alarmingly coming together and seeking to cause trouble in the region we are working so hard to improve.

Blessings for this Wednesday,

Nairb Selarom

President

United Faiths

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Revolutionary Leader Colonel Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi speaks to his African subjects. 

Thanks for the welcome to the region.  I am working with Chuda on the acquisition of nuclear weapons and progress is being made. I warn any country that stands in our way of acquiring these weapons that you will suffer the most horrible of deaths. Mothers will be scraping the rotted carcasses of their children off of the sidewalk after I detonate my 50,000 kiloton message of “non-intervention” and respect for this ‘sovereignty’ everyone talks about. 

Libya will not be bullied by the capitalist few who seek to undermine all that is good and pure in our state. The states of Libya, Chuda and Water Beetle will form a glorious alliance that will usher a new wave on the continent and I, as their glorious leader, will assure that much harm comes to the rest of the world which is against us. 

Libya would like to add some of its own amendments to the Africa 2003 proposal. Let the sissy states take note of the wisdom of my words:
1) All countries shall be allowed to shelter and harbour any terrorist group or leader they wish. Libya is currently harbouring several terrorist leaders, including some that the United States is interested in.

2) The tribute system will take effect, where those without nuclear weapons will pay the leaders of countries with nuclear weapons a tribute of five beautiful virgin women a month (disease-free – they will be checked and any attempt to poison my harem will cause me to respond with the severest of penalties).
3) All countries shall be allowed to acquire biological and chemical weapons in self-defense. These agents will NOT be stolen illegally from another country, rather purchased, even if through the black market. (Libya has recently acquired 35 vials of bubonic plague from a Texas Tech laboratory and we would like to thank “you-know-who” for their cooperation in supplying us with the goods.
That does it for Libya’s three articles that WILL be included in Africa 2003! Any opposition on this chat board to my articles will bring upon that country the wrath of locust unparalleled in the Koran or Bible.

P.S. to the most despised United Faiths: You may be ranked today as the “nicest” citizens in Africa today, but continue insulting Chuda and questioning my government, and you will become the most violently tortured and horrifically disemboweled people in Africa tomorrow.

I have spoken !! !  >:-) ! ! ! !  !  !  ! ! !

Thank you my friend, Mr. President Xia O long-Pish, for your kind and warm-hearted message. It pleases me that I have an ally in the region with such regard for friendship and mutuality of interests. 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------.
Dear Africans,

TODAY IS ELECTION DAY ! ! !

Let us now cast our votes for African delegate to the UN!

In regard to which candidate the Republic of United Faiths will vote for, the decision was very difficult. We wanted to vote for someone active in this message board forum and someone who shares the Africa 2003 vision that we are so actively seeking to build. Engleland and Intense Pleasures therefore stand out for us as the two leading contenders. Engleland has contributed more articles to the Africa 2003 forum; however, the overriding factor between these candidates is daily participation on this regional forum. Daily activity on this message board and lengthy messages inspires confidence in the delegate’s ability to remain in touch with the regional members and be more receptive to their opinions and concerns.

The state which, along with our Republic of United Faiths, writes faithfully to the other delegates in the region on a daily basis without fail is Intense Pleasures, even though Engleland is also very active and makes significant contributions.

It is therefore, after much deliberation, that the Republic of United Faiths casts its vote for African Delegate to the United Nations for Intense Pleasures.

ONE VOTE FOR: INTENSE PLEASURES

Congratulations!

Nairb Selarom
President

United Faiths

Dearest Sultan,

United Faiths has placed its confidence in your endorsement as regional delegate. Good luck in today’s election. Make Africa proud!
Your friend,

Nairb Selarom

President

United Faiths

--------------------------------------------------------------------------.
Dear Africans,

Good morning! Certainly the election process has not concluded as there are so many UN members that have not yet voted. Please continue voting for your UN delegates. I would like to remind all states that they have to not just profess their support for a candidate but also click on their country profile and scroll to the bottom of the page, where they will click on “add endorsement”. 
United Faiths would also like to take this opportunity to thank Zevmar and Kukumbas for their kind endorsement to become a United Nations delegate. These are two new states to Africa and I am equally enthusiastic that they are writing on this message board and will contribute fresh ideas and innovative solutions to the problems of this continent. 

I will keep brief today’s message only to urge ALL African states on the continent to PLEASE continue contributing your articles for Africa 2003. I have been collating the articles proposed by all countries and next Monday I will ask delegates in favor of Africa 2003 to begin voting on the resolution as a single package – even non-aligned states can profess their support for the final version of the legislature. The enforcement measures will be discussed the following week.

I would also like to offer two articles to Africa 2003:


1)  Torture shall become illegal as a legitimate means of discipline or as part of an interrogation process.

2) No state shall acquire, possess, or use nuclear, biological or chemical weapons.
Now that these matters of administration have been taken care of, I would like to comment on a news development in our region that needs to be on our radar screens, even at the time of elections and Africa 2003 finalization. 

Nigerian police have arrested three men allegedly contracted to print as many as five million fake voters' cards ahead of April's presidential and parliamentary elections. The full story can be read at http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/2668391.stm . I would like to offer President Obasanjo our voter election equipment which is automated and was successful in last year’s election, where voter turn-out (82%) led to my first-term election. I bring this issue to the attention of the African states because the right to vote should be held sacrosanct by the peoples of the continent. United Faiths stands ready to assist any African state that may seek our help in carrying out its electoral process.
Regards, 

Nairb Selarom

President 
United Faiths

---------------------------------------------.

Dear African nations,

Today we are presented with Africa 2003, a comprehensive strategy for improving the future of this continent. The first step in moving forward is to adopt this strategy continent-wide. I encourage all African states to vote for this blueprint by stating on the message Board your support. The second step will be hammered out over the next few weeks, which will encompass the enforcement mechanisms. In other words, how do we add teeth to these words, in order to make the greatest impact? Finally, as the Sultan of I.P. suggested, we shall attempt to pass the articles of Africa 2003, with the initiative and leadership of Intense Pleasures as the regional delegate, in the United Nations, so that our vision will become legally binding to all states of the world that are UN members, and thus we will have made an impressive contribution to the international community and their peoples everywhere.

I have emailed each state in this region a copy of this plan and ask that each state reply ON THE MESSAGE BOARD with their support, opposition or non-alignment with this treaty. 

Nairb Selarom, President

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Africa 2003: a Plan for Growth and Progress of the African Continent*

We, the nation-states of Africa, affirming the rights of individuals and in common vision with a prosperous and peaceful future, declare uncompromisingly:

1. The practice of genocide and other crimes against humanity is prohibited in Africa. 

2. The practice of female genital mutilation is prohibited in Africa.

3. African states are encouraged to provide aid to other states that are the victims of natural disasters.

4. Initiating acts of aggression by one state against another will result in adamant condemnation and may lead to the legitimate intervention of one or more signatories of Africa 2003 in defense of the victim state.

5. All citizens of African nations (with the exception of those that are incarcerated for crimes), should be able to freely leave their countries for another, providing the other country admits them passage for travel or residence, with or without visa. This free-passage article allows for a free movement of people, but allows the recipient state to maintain control over who may enter their country, as a migratory means of preventing an influx of refugees which may deplete a state’s resources.

6. African states will work multilaterally through future or already established institutions (e.g. Organization of African Unity) to improve the environmental state of African countries, tackling the hazards of environmental waste, carbon emissions, and HF emissions, and preserving the rich and diverse habitats that make Africa unique.

*(All definitions of terms should be referenced within prior understandings and legislations of the United Nations.)

These articles are agreed by the following African states who, by signing, affirm the will of their states in upholding these principals within their boundaries, while reserving the right of enforcing the principles through a mechanism that will be determined henceforth (by signing this agreement states are not bound to enforce these measures outside of their borders):

United Faiths, _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ , _________ 

Open for Signatures: January 21st, 2003

Closed for Signatures: January 24th, 2003

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Principal architects: Nigeria, Engleland, Pagan Peoples, United Faiths
=====================.

8 hours ago The Republic of Kenya 

Kenya has come to Africa! Hello from Kenya! Writing from the Kenyan embassy in Washington, DC, we thought this simulation might be instructive in helping others learn about policy decisions from Africa. We will check back periodically. We see some good comments and some absurd ones, hopefully we will all learn a lot and have fun doing such. 
Kenya ! -oo- 


8 hours ago The Republic of Kenya I would like to add a further comment. Dictatorship of Gnu, please change your flag immediately. You have adopted the Kenyan flag, and you are obviously not Kenya. Our flag is beautiful and graceful, and should be used to represent a dictatorship. Thank you. K e n y a !!! -oo- 


7 hours ago The Free Republic of Engleland I would like to withdraw from potential candidacy for the UN delegate. I believe that Intense Pleasures and United faiths could both do a better job than I and so there is no reason why i should be delegate. 


6 hours ago The Republic of Nigeria Nigeria would like to thank United Faiths for their voting machines. We also remind all Africans that voting is still ongoing and it is never too late to vote. It would be nice to have full participation of voting. Presently 12 states can vote but very few have selected their delegate. Nigeria would also like to welcome Kenya and send a message to Libya: You will never inseminate our women, no matter how hard you try. Your cowardice only brings amusement to my people. If you are such a "great leader" why not try using that "greatness" for something good. 

5 hours ago The Dominion of Nabowin Fellow rulers and other heads of state, 
First, an open reply to the Colonel:  While I appreciate your favorable comments toward myself, I do believe you have misinterpreted my position. There is a difference after all between internal matters and external conflict. While I believe certain decisions of a state are protected as a matter of sovereignty, I can see little argument over interference with a nation that violates the sovereignty of others. In a sense, yes, I can sympathize with your position if you wish to run your nation as you see fit. I may disagree with your methods, but that is not really the point. Call this appeasement if you wish, but it is not, and I certainly would not expect other nations to sit back and watch you aggressively violate the sovereignty of others. 
Next, since Engleland has removed himself as a candidate, I'll have to revote. Since we still have time, I'll consider it for awhile. 
Respectfully, Victor, Grand Nabob of the Dominion of Nabowin 

5 hours ago The Rogue Nation of Zevmar Dear fellow Africans, 
Yes, I am proud to be the sovereign of the state ranked #1 as having the stupidest citizens. I would like to thank the United Nations and the Committee who bestowed this honor upon us. 
Thankfully, I have recently passed legislation releasing the dumbfounded hordes from the burden of voting. As such, we would like to follow in United Faiths' footsteps and donate our voting machines to Nigeria. They rank only two spots below us, though, so it might be in their best interests to convert the voting machines to simplified slot machines -- assuming gambling is legal in Nigeria -- and have the intellectual elite handle the politics. 
Libya, perhaps we could sponsor a "vacay" for the aforementioned Committee? Hmm... ;-) 

.Z. 
5 hours ago The Free Land of Pagan Peoples Colonel, your country is small, and the combined strength of all UN and Africa 2003 countries could destroy you outright. We do not support military action in The Free Land of Pagan Peoples, however we are willing to fight and die to prevent the spread of facism, which you show tendencies towards. If you continue to show agression and act upon this then action will occur.  Comrade Montagne, of The Free Land of Pagan Peoples 


5 hours ago The Free Land of Pagan Peoples yes i did mean fascism, i apologise, i wasnt concentrating. 


4 hours ago The Dominion of Nabowin Fellow rulers and other heads of state, We felt there must be some mistake when we learned we ranked #2 in Africa as the least educated citizenry (just behind our esteemed colleagues in Zevmar). Sure enough, it turns out that when our citizenry received the surveys from the U. N., they were mistakenly distributed as educational material amongst our preschoolers. Well sure, that act, in and of itself, was a pretty stupid move, but we assure you it is not representative of our citizenry as a whole. On a side note, the functionary involved has been given a new assignment as ambassador to Libya. The Colonel has assured me she will be treated as well as can be expected. 
Respectfully, 
Victor, Grand Nabob of the Dominion of Nabowin
1 day ago The Free Republic of Ayindril To my fellow members of the Africa region, 

I apologize for my absence however my attention and energies were turned to helping a member of my cabinet who was gravely ill. 

My attention has now returned to the issues that we are facing. I must admit that I am somewhat concerned over the rise of an apparent aggressive and militant alliance that seems intent on sowing the seeds of discontent and chaos. 

I must state for the record that it was my most fervent hope that we could live together in harmony and raise our region to mythic heights so that we would become the model that other regions aspired to be. 

I beseech the United Socialist States of Libya and her allies to forsake the use rhetoric and hyperbole and join with the other member nations of our region to work toward the common good all and to respect the sovereignty of all the members of this region. 

Failing your acquiescence on the question of sovereignty, let it be known that Free Republic of Ayindril will aid and support any country that is attacked or threatened by the over zealousness of Libya and her cohorts. 

So it is written 

Walker Boh 

First Prime of the Free Republic of Ayndril 

1 day ago The Confederacy of Chuda Just so you know, Chuda does not agree with Libya in this matter. 

1 day ago The Sultanate of Intense pleasures 

Dear African nations, 

First of all I would like to thank every country which has taken part in the election process - it shows their commitment to the affairs of the African region. T 

Secondly, I want to thank those who have put their trust in me and endorsed me. I commit myself that as regional delegate I will do the best for Africa and its nations. 

Now, getting to more "down to earth" things, I am glad that Nabowin and even Chuda sepparate themselves from the Libya. However, we would expect from Chuda to actual clear out its position and tell us whether or not they are forming a coalition with Libya. 

All the best to your countries, 

Vittorio-Emanuelle III 

Sultan of Intense Pleasures 

20 hours ago The Confederacy of Chuda As you wish, here is Chuda's postion. 

Chuda will form no Coalition with any nation whatsoever. As we have repetedly stated, we are an indepenent nation. If any one attempts to impose their own sovereignty on Chuda, or attempt to interfere in the way Chuda is governed in anyway then they will be met with military action. 

We side neither with Libya and their so called 'Axis of Evil' nor with Intense Pleasures and the 'Africa 2003' project. 

Any who wish to deal with Chuda for whatever they want are free to do so through to official channels. We and indiscrimanate in matters of commerce. 

Consul Amstra 

19 hours ago The Free Republic of Ayindril To my fellow African nations, 

This evening I was reviewing the various proposals currently pending before the UN and I was quickly overwhelmed by the difficulty I encountered trying to determine how our esteemed UN delegate, The Sultanate of Intense Pleasures, has voted. 

While it was fairly easy to determine how our delegate voted on some issues, it became quite onerous in trying to determine if a vote was cast on other proposals. This is simply because the UN is growing and 120 votes from delegates are currently required to pass a proposal and this number will continue to grow. 

As such I submitted a proposal to the UN for consideration that if passed, would require the UN automatically notify a region of its delegate's vote. While I believe this proposal will have no effect on our region, in no small part due to the outstanding abilities of Vittorio-Emanuelle III, this measure may cause great discomfiture for delegates who are not fully representing the will of their region. 

Now I understand I should have held prior discussions with all of you however I acted in fit of pique and for that I do humbly apologize. Notwithstanding my brash action, I hope you will consider the proposal and make your feelings known to Vittorio-Emanuelle III. 

Walker Boh 

First Prime of The Free Republic of Ayindril 

17 hours ago The Commonwealth of Ultramar This is a quick note that is not set to alarm anyone. 

On the 16th of January 2003, 24:00 hours, 1 nuclear underground explosion was set off. Please note to limit any potential radiation, low strength uranium was used. So far our scientists have not detected any radiation above EPA standards which is 30X lower than 1 human X-ray. 

We apologize for having to take this step, but since war and biological/chemical attacks seem to be on the increase we have decided to make sure other countries (and regions, mainly) understand our stance. 

We apologize for any inconvenience. 

Rgds. 

Lucifer_au 

8 hours ago The Free Republic of Engleland I would like to say that I support The Free Republic of Aydindril in their proposal. 

Personally i feel that we should not need to discuss an issue everytime someone wishes to make a proposal. Simply because the proposal is made does not mean it will come into effect, it still needs support and voting so even if we disagree with it there are opportunities for us to prevent it happening. I applaud First Prime Walker Boh's initiative in this matter. 

First Councellor J. MacIver 

3 hours ago The Sultanate of Intense pleasures Dear All, 

First I have to thank First Prime Walker Boh for the kind words and assure him that he has also my support on this matter. However, as i surfed a little bit through the forums, I saw a message from the Administrator of Nationstates who advised the states not to porpose resolutions that have to do with technical stuff, as it would be completely ineeficient, because he cannot operate changes in the system all the time. Unfortunately, I think this resolution, proposed by Ayindril, falls into the same cathegory. 

Secondly, I have surfed a little bit through UN proposals and evev agreed to some, like minority rights. What I would ask you all to do is go, as you have time through UN proposals and if you find some that you think are worth approving, tell everybody on the regional forum. Even if we do not agree, we can still debate upon it and maybe propose a better one. I think in this way, both my duty and your representativity will be better served. 

I have to tell you that I have been asked to vote on a population-limit resolution and I did not . Nor shall I in the future. 

That is all for now. 

All the best, 

Vittorio-Emanuelle III 

Sultan of Intense Pleasures 

3 hours ago The Sultanate of Intense pleasures i forgot to say a big "Welcome to our region" to all the states that have arrived just recently. I am glad our region keeps enlarging at an amazing pace. We want to hear from you... 

Vittorio-Emanuelle III 

Sultan of Intense Pleasures  

1 day ago The United Socialist States of Pagan Peoples  Due to the imminent ban of capitalism and greedy big buisness, the once proud Free Land of Pagan Peoples has changed her title to the new The United Socialist States of Pagan Peoples. 
An announcement from Comrade Montagne 

1 day ago The Republic of United Faiths Dear African Colleagues, 
Blessings and Bonaventure to All! 
United Faiths has collated and is placing the finishing touches on Africa 2003. It will be up for vote by members of this region tomorrow, Tuesday. 
As I see there are new members in Africa, which I whole-heartedly welcome, which may not be familiar with Africa 2003, I would hope this forum would entertain a few remarks on behalf of this forum. 
At the beginning of tihs year several African states reflected on the sad post-colonial history that Africa has faced, particularly in the last decade in conflicts such as Somalia, Rwanda, D.R. Congo, and Sierra Leone, to name a few. From this disappointment grew a new vision for the continent embodied in a set of principles and resolutions packaged as a collection of articles in Africa 2003. 
This plan for the future of our continent will provide for greater peace and stability, as well as prosperity and development. 
After Africa 2003 is voted on tomorrow, we will discuss enforcement mechanisms. 
I hope this short description clarifies some of the questions of states, particularly as there seems to be a growing amount of belligerency by a small, but powerful, axis of evil. 
Together let us work to diffuse the conflicts of this region and make Africa a model in the international community 
Best regards, 
Nair Selarom 
President 
United Faiths 

2 hours ago The Republic of Nigeria < Nigeria looks forward to receiving the Africa 2003 program laid out by United Faiths. 

66 minutes ago The United Socialist States of Pagan Peoples < I too lend my support, especially the human rights issues and hopefully and environmental issues in there. However anything too pro big buisness may cause some dbate on our part. 
Comrade Montagne, the USSPP 

28 minutes ago The Republic of United Faiths <nation=united_faiths> Dear African nations, 

On behalf of the Republic of United Faiths, Welcome to Africa!!!!

Today we are presented with Africa 2003, a comprehensive strategy for improving the future of this continent. The first step in moving forward is to adopt this strategy continent-wide. I encourage all African states to vote for this blueprint by stating on the message Board your support. The second step will be hammered out over the next few weeks, which will encompass the enforcement mechanisms. In other words, how do we add teeth to these words, in order to make the greatest impact? Finally, as the Sultan of I.P. suggested, we shall attempt to pass the articles of Africa 2003, with the initiative and leadership of the regional delegate, in the United Nations, so that our vision will become legally binding to all states of the world that are UN members, and thus we will have made an impressive contribution to the international community and their peoples everywhere. 

I have emailed each state in this region a copy of this plan and ask that each state reply ON THE MESSAGE BOARD with their support, opposition or non-alignment with this treaty.  Thanks,
Nairb Selarom, President 
------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------ 
Africa 2003: a Plan for Growth and Progress of the African Continent* 
We, the nation-states of Africa, affirming the rights of individuals and in common vision with a prosperous and peaceful future, declare uncompromisingly: 
1. The practice of genocide and other crimes against humanity is prohibited in Africa. 
2. The practice of female genital mutilation is prohibited in Africa. 
3. African states are encouraged to provide aid to other states that are the victims of natural disasters. 
4. Initiating acts of aggression by one state against another will result in adamant condemnation and may lead to the legitimate intervention of one or more signatories of Africa 2003 in defense of the victim state. 
5. All citizens of African nations (with the exception of those that are incarcerated for crimes), should be able to freely leave their countries for another, providing the other country admits them passage for travel or residence, with or without visa. This free-passage article allows for a free movement of people, but allows the recipient state to maintain control over who may enter their country, as a migratory means of preventing an influx of refugees which may deplete a state’s resources. 
6. African states will work multilaterally through future or already established institutions (e.g. Organization of African Unity) to improve the environmental state of African countries, tackling the hazards of environmental waste, carbon emissions, and HF emissions, and preserving the rich and diverse habitats that make Africa unique. 
*(All definitions of terms should be referenced within prior understandings and legislations of the United Nations.) 
These articles are agreed by the following African states who, by signing, affirm the will of their states in upholding these principals within their boundaries, while reserving the right of enforcing the principles through a mechanism that will be determined henceforth (by signing this agreement states are not bound to enforce these measures outside of their borders): 
United Faiths, _________ , _________ , 
Open for Signatures: January 21st, 2003 
Closed for Signatures: January 24th, 2003 
------------------------------------------------------------ 
Principal architects: Nigeria, Engleland, Pagan Peoples, United Faiths 


Seconds ago The Republic of Kenya  Kenya Supports Africa 2003 with great enthusiasm and adds its name as a signatory to this plan! 
President Daniel Toroitich arap Moi 


This might sound like a little political  suicide, but entertain this thought for a minute:

Intense Pleasures was the regional delegate, we were tied for the position 4-4 and then one of his supporters dropped out. Now I am the delegate - thank you, thank you - but I have been publicly supporting Intense Pleasures and he has called in a favor to ask if he could be the regional delegate and if I would ask one of my supporters to vote for him so he can become regional delegate.

This is where our political savy skills come in. You see, this is a win win situation for us. Why? 1) I will gain leverage on him by giving him one of my supporters, and will be able to call in the favor in the future; 2) You will have the most power of all, because he would give ANYTHING to become regional delegate (e.g. ask him to proclaim you God publicly on the regional forum); 3) We will both maintain the blackmail/leverage necessary. See, if you become the deciding vote for him, at any moment if his words displease you or if he doesn't follow through on his commitments to you, you can then remove your endorsement and vote for me again, eliminating him from the UN Delegate Status (which is what he really really wants to be). I figure, you can start having a lot of fun, forcing him to make ludicrous comments, which might actually make him lose more supporters and thus, make me de facto UN Delegate again -- completely ruining his career as a politician.

Well, these are just a few Machiavellian observations; either way you please, it is your choice, but what possibilities!
----------------------------------------.

The Republic of Libya

I am speak, all close your mouths and open your ears: 

Chuda, 

You ungrateful piece of camel guano, may your descendents rot in the deepest abyss of hell – how dare you publicly betray the good name of Libya while secretly and underhandedly support us? 

I want to expose to this forum, following Water Beetle’s examples, some of the saved private messages I have received from you in the past week.

--------------------------------------

The Dominion of Chuda

Received: 2 days ago Very well. Chuda will sell you 5 nuclear weapons for 5 million wong fneys each. This will be my going price for the near  

------------------------------------------

The Dominion of Chuda

Received: 5 days ago In addition, we have plenty of Enriched Uranium and are prepared for sale to Water Beetle and Mauritania 

----------------------------------------

The Dominion of Chuda

Received: 6 days ago 

If you cause a war in Africa we will support you in any way... except if you attack our sister state of Engleland, in which case you will suddenly find youself with a great deal more trouble than you had bargained for. 

Consul A.R. Amstra 

-------------------------------

Libya

Chuda, may your deceit be exposed and may your regime be overthrown by orangutans who would a better job of understanding the business of “politics” – you nasty son of a toupe.


I have spoken  ! ! ! ! ! >: - ( ! ! ! 

----------------------------------------------.

Libya

This is the Godly Revolutionary Leader Colonel Muammar Abu Minyar al-Qadhafi, from

Al Jumahiriyah al Arabiyah al Libiyah ash Shabiyah al Ishtirakiyah al Uzma!

The Colonel is pleased as his alliance of power and mental superiority strengthens and adds new members. The alliance now stands at Chuda (which is finalizing preparations to ship nuclear weapons to our state), Water Beetle (my right-hand state which is building its military with our help and the North Koreans at a feverish pace), META13 (who will vote and support any resolution that I propose), and Nabowin (who sympathizes with my position). 

Grand Nabob of Nabowin, you are active in the discussions, you are wise like a young Fidel Castro, or an elder Mobutu Sesse Seko. I admire your vision and indeed, we do share many things in common. I am sure you agree with me in the need for a tribute system where women are added to the harem of the most powerful states. I am sure you also support Libya’s attempts to acquire nuclear weapons. We have been investing our resources into building fail-safe mechanisms and facilities which will safely house our weapons. Certainly, Victor, Grand Nabob, no country should interfere in Libya’s attempt to African domination. Thanks to your wise words, you have made the Colonel reevaluate the national motto of “Weapons + Warfare + Wealth = Victory”

Our new motto is “Appease or Expire” and we would like to counter this already anticuated Africa 2003 plan that the coward states propose, with Libya’s vision of 

A-FRICA 2050 ! ! !

A-FRICA 2050 states the following: the sooner all of you worthless excuses for “sovereign” territories spread your borders and your women open, the Great Socialist People's Libyan Arab Jamahiriya will be able to enter and conquer them all. I will father the children of Africa and you will elevate them as the saviors of your pathetic systems of governance. 

I will implant my seeds of glory and might into your lands and you will watch them germinate, grow and prosper. You will then cultivate them, harvest them, and pay me tribute with the riches that I have sewn. 

In return I will spray more of my seeds on your “lands” over and over again, until my presence is so greatly felt throughout your nations that your/my people will beg for your territories to be integrated into Libya, on our terms, by our will, and through our laws. 

In Libya’s attempt to al-Qadhfize Africa, we will begin by expelling a people so rudimentary and retarded that they have not developed in thousands of years – yes, of course we are referring to the Berbers of northern Africa. These pathetic paleolithics putrify our populations with their filthy culture, sickening language and dangerous ideas. Let this message be a warning to all Berbers thinking about visiting Libya, and let me “encourage” all African Berbers to move northward into Europe, I am sure all African states agree that they are no longer wanted in Africa (or needed, as we now have toilets). The reason Africa is so behind from the rest of the world is because of them. Let’s “encourage” them to take a little “vacay” in Europe and “catch some rays on the beach” – otherwise, they will be catching some nice “plutonium rays” in my laboratories!  >: O )  I Have Spoken ! >! !    !               !

P.S. I will not be Al-Qadhifizing any of those nasty women depicted in the pages of American journal National Geographic. Eeeewwww…those women must be Berbers or allies of them!

-----------------------------------------------.

From: United Faiths

An Open Response to Suck and Chuda:

Dear Fiefdom of the Suck,

I understand your reservation to limiting sovereignty, as you are not a member of the United Nations. Africa 2003 does not hinder the sovereignty of any state. We do not force states to use military force against an aggressor state, that is to be determined by each state. Africa 2003 is NOT a treaty, it is an agenda, a plan, and a blueprint. It is representative of the course we wish to move Africa in. As I have said in the past, and will repeat for your state and others that have not been paying attention, the enforcement mechanisms will be discussed after voting has concluded on Friday; in other words it will be next week’s issue. As far as those mechanisms are concerned, there will be a second treaty that everyone would have to sign once again to become part of the enforcement mechanish. Adding your country’s support for Africa 2003 DOES NOT commit your country to adopting the enforcement mechanisms. 
To Chuda: Your message was as false and deceitful as your past actions. Your military is the second largest in this continent. That is true.  You have militarized and built up your country with weapons when you could have used those resources for something more productive like education. Nevertheless, it is up to your country to decide how to allocate resources. The concerns of Africans is that you have sold nuclear weapons to Libya and perhaps to Water Beetle and then go about distancing yourself publicly behaving like the God and ultimate enforcer of the continent. 
Precisely what we want to prevent is a single country imposing its military strength on another. This is why in Africa 2003 states collectively ban unilateralism and engage in missions together, to ensure that corrupt regimes like yours do not have their way. You may brag that you have one of the largest militaries in Africa, but know that Adolf Hitler and Napoleon and the largest armies of their day as well, and their atrocities on the continent north of us mirror this precursory, despotic and militaritic language you are using.
Chuda, I do not mind that you disagree with Africa 2003, many good states have not committed or opposed and are good allies and personal friends of mine, such as his Excellencies of Nabowin and Nuukia. What I am most concern about Chuda, is your complete lack of transparency, your opulent rhetoric, and your attempts to intimidate this continent. Despite your public professions of distance, we see you, Libya, and Water Beetle closely allied, and our intelligence confirms that alliance.  Finally, I remind this forum that Chuda promised election quite some time ago but has moved no further in its murdering of political opponents. Your Corporate Police State with few civil rights, outlawed political freedoms (citizens are barcoded to keep track of them), and a frightening economy make a mockery of our continent in the international stage, and your lack of diplomatic skills on this forum and complete affront to the type of peaceful and progressive system we are trying to construct – without presenting a viable alternative – leaves me no choice but to break diplomatic relations with you as well. Both ambassadors of Libya and Chuda have been recalled and  yours must depart from our country at once.
Dear African states,

 I wanted to provide an update on the voting as we have now reached the 48-hour mark (voting will cease on Friday, Jan. 24, 2003.

In favor of Africa 2003: United Faiths, Kenya, Zevmar, Nigeria, Pishers, Luar, Goc, DemSocs, Intense Pleasures, Kukumbas, Adulis, Pagan Peoples  (12)

In favor of Africa 2003 with reservations: Ultramar, Ayindril  (2)

Opposed: Water Beetle, Stour, Assailia, Libya, Chuda, Suck, Nukkia (7)

Non-committal: Bauerland, Nabowin (2) – 28 states have not voted

I encourage all non-committal states to select one of the three preceding options.

If you voted and your state is not listed here, please vote again.

Thank you.

------------------------------------------------.
Update on AFRICA 2003

Now that the Africa 2003 coalition has adopted this progressive view for the future, a second step is the drafting of an enforcement plan, which will, inevitably gain the support of some of the supporters of Africa 2003, but not necessarily all of them. It is alright. If you voted for Africa 2003 or supported it with reservations, you can choose to adopt the enforcement measures (for those with reservations, only supporting those parts of the plan you agree with) or you can elect not to follow the enforcement measures, even though you support Africa 2003. Not committing your state to the enforcement measures does not compromise your support for Africa 2003 or your friendship with any state.

The implementation plans are as follow:

Through debate on this forum, at the Organization of African Unity or other forms of bilateral and multilateral dialogue, the states of the Africa continent will enforce a violation of Africa 2003 by discussing and adopting a measure of their own free will from the following courses of action:

Courses of Action Short of War

1. No public action, but private discussions with UN Delegate.

2. Public Condemnation (on the forum) 

3. Negotiations at the Offices of the Hostile State and Victim State

4. Negotiation through the Good Offices of another state or international organization (e.g. this forum)

5. Complete break of diplomatic relations with the recall of ambassadors but with an open interests section for non-political business between states.

6. Complete break of diplomatic relations with the recall of ambassadors, without an interests section.

7. Embargo on certain goods of importance, determined by each state, but not including essential consumerables such as food and medicine.

8. Blockade of the violator’s territory (physically setting armed forces to restrict the flow of traffic to and from the state. 

Courses of Action Including War

1. Military response by one supporter of Africa 2003 in response to a serious violation of Africa 2003.

2. Military response by two or more supporters of Africa 2003 in response to a serious violation of Africa 2003.

Supporters: United Faiths, ________, __________, ____________ …

Open for Signatures Jan. 27, 2003

Closed for Signatures Jan. 29, 2003

--------------------------------------------------------------

If any other state has additional enforcement measures which they would like to add, please take the opportunity to inform us. To conclude, the enforcement measures are the preceding two lists. Any supporter of African 2003 that accepts this will commit him or her state to debating a violation of Africa 2003 when such questions arise, and determine which is the best course of action for your state.

WHAT AFRICA 2003 ENFORCEMENT MEASURES ARE NOT:  

· The enforcement measures DO NOT force a signatory (or those with reservations) to adopt the same course of action as other members of Africa 2003. 

WHAT THE ENFORCEMENT MEASURES ARE:

- The enforcements measures are a framework with which to engage in a dialogue of support for the vision of Africa 2003, and may include military power as a way to achieve the desired outcome.

- Signing on to the enforcement measures, commits a signatory that they will take a position when a question of violating Africa 2003 comes up. 

I stand ready to answer any additional questions that member states may have. 

I now declare voting for the enforcement measures officially open: 

WE DID IT! AFRICA 2003 HAS PASSED

I would like to thank all states that voted on Africa 2003, regardless of your state’s position, and look forward to working with those that voted on these points in the coming weeks.

AFRICA 2003

In favor of Africa 2003: United Faiths, Kenya, Zevmar, Nigeria, Pishers, Luar, Goc, DemSocs, Intense Pleasures, Kukumbas, Adulis, Pagan Peoples, Mauritania, Mwongozi, Zorgalistan, Majuba, Fas Centuria, Snakedom, Bubonic Plague, Mississauga, Engleland (21) 

In favor of Africa 2003 with reservations: Ultramar, Ayindril, Nukkia, Nabowin  (4) 

Opposed: Water Beetle, Stour, Assailia, Libya, Chuda, Suck, Sudan, Trog Dor, Rigel IV (9) 


Total votes 34

=========================================

Enforcement Measures

Party to the Enforcement Measures: United Faiths, Snakedom Mississauga, Engleland, Nigeria, Kenya (6) 

With reservations: Luar (1)

---------------------------------.

UF gets diplomatic:

An Open Reply to Colonialism and Matters of Imperialistic Conquest:

My Dearest African Brothers and Sisters,

I echo the voices of all those who have shown great contempt for our historical struggle to free ourselves from the chains of the imperialistic powers. The slave trade was indeed a sad chapter of African history, perpetuated not only by the Europeans, but also by African traitors, who sold their own into slavery. I am reminded of the famous Bantu story where a father went to sell his son to a slave trader in order to buy food for the rest of the family to eat. But when the slave auctioneer asked, “what do both of you come here for?”, the spoke ahead of the father and said, “I am here to sell my father to slavery.” When the boy showed up back at the home with all that food, the mother asked, “boy…what did you do with your father?” He said, “I sold him to slavery and bought us food with the money.” The mother called the police which took him away, tried him, and….sold him to slavery, giving the mother half of the money paid for the boy. Father became slave…son became slave…and the mother? She got to buy twice as much food!

Such is the humorous, but often tragic tale of our continent, families split apart, losing sides in war sold as slaves by tribal victors, African kings selling their subjects for their own self-aggrandizement.  This was just one point I would like to make as a fellow African, in fairness to the atrocities committed back then.

Indeed, the 1960s and 1970s were pivotal years in this region’s decolonization, freedom struggles and the crafting of our rebirths. United Faiths has, does and will always, condemns colonization by one state over another.

In the years after colonization  we were played off as pawns by the Soviet Union and United States. Today we have a unique opportunity which must not be missed. We must never forget the past as we move into the future, but if we dwell on it, we will never be able to move forward. We must seize the opportunity of a new Africa and make no further excuses for our future states. Our countries’ development, even in this “globalized world”, is 60% affected by the state’s leadership, 25% by other African states, and 15% from actors outside of the continent. We are free to adopt the economic models that we desire for our own countries, but let us not blame an external enemy when our policies do not work the way we had hoped. 

What I am trying to convey in this message is the importance of accountability. Yes, we were dealt a bad hand of cards in the past, and yes our people were oppressed, but if they are oppressed in the future and if violence and crime and ethnic unrest persists, we have nobody to blame but ourselves.

Thank you for reading my thoughts,

Nairb Selarom

President

United Faiths
