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Introduction

Just a few beginning words to say thanks to Chi Kien Uong for writing such a great script! The others are just as great I would also like to mention. Also I would like to say thanks to all the forum users at proxy2.de for posting all those questions, it gave me an opportunity to find the answers to many problems that I did not have. I personally found it extremely easy to install and configure. But many unlucky people didn’t. I would like to mention that the biggest problem was people were trying to walk on water before they knew what water was. In other words some of them didn’t know what PHP was, or for that matter they only had an extremely limited knowledge of HTML. The moral of this story learn HTML, then learn some PHP and then try and install and modify this script. At least then you have some idea of what you’re doing.

This User Manual at this time does not cover the MySQL installation process… yet. 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The Basics

Right lets get a few basics out the way first. If your pretty good at HTML then you know that you add an extension of *.htm or *.html either is acceptable. For PHP it is the same, but you add the extension *.php to the file. This must be done otherwise the server will process it as if it is only HTML or if it is just a text file and prints all your lovely code out to the user, not something you would want to do normally. With adding the correct extension the server will know it is has got a PHP file and will process it accordingly.

Two other thing you’ll need are an FTP (File Transfer Protocol) program to upload the files to your server, and you’ll need a hosting service that offers PHP for the textfile version, and for the db version you’ll need a host with PHP and MySQL. If your host has MySQL they will most likely use phpMyAdmin so you can login into MySQL, and create and modify your databases.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Getting Started

First you obviously need to download the script in zip / compressed format. Then just unzip it to somewhere on your hard disk. If you are testing it on your PC with a Web Server like Apache with PHP installed put it in the default web accessible directory ‘htdocs’ or in whatever directory that you specified during your Apache installation.

Once unzipped there isn’t much else to do apart from either FTP (File Transfer Protocol) it to your hosting services server and load it up in your browser or if your doing it on your own PC you can type in your PC’s IP address e.g. “http://192.168.0.17/” or “http://localhost/” to load it up in your browser. See the Admin Section and Inserting Polls for more information on how to get everything setup.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Installation

Installation is covered in another guide by me. If you don't have it then email me or ask me on msnm to send it to you. Email me @ zeon_18@hotmail.com.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Admin Section

To create and manage polls you need to login in to the Admin Section of the poll that allows you to modify and customize almost all aspects of the poll to your liking. If you unzipped the poll files to the base directory the URL should be something like –
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You’ll have to replace localhost with whatever you sites address is.

E.g. www.yourdomain.com/textfile/admin.

Once the page has loaded up you should have a blue page where you have to enter in a username and password. The defaults are, “Admin” and “poll” you can change the username and password later to stop people from modifying / hacking your poll.
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The next screen you see is the Poll List. This contains a list of all the polls you’ve made and some other useful bit and pieces of information.
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Let’s start with the Question column, I’ve already deleted the default polls in place and added my own. The folder icon shows whether the poll is enabled, disabled or hidden. The question is a link to customize that particular poll. The Poll ID is used to identify a poll if you want to display a particular poll on a page. Created is the date when you made the poll. Days is how long the polls been going for. Expiration is if you have set the poll to stop allowing votes after a particular amount of time for example a week for a weekly poll. The Stats column contains three items. The first is stats about the poll, the second is so you can view any comments people have left, and the third is the code you need to put into your page so the poll will be visible (The tool tip displayed for this item actually says help). The action column just has the delete command which is rather self-explanatory this command will delete the entire poll.

Next I will explain each of the items mentioned above in more detail. The first large image below is after you click on the question link. Here you can change existing polls. Most of it should be fairly straight forward. The only areas I would like to mention are the two drop down boxes in the same row as the question. The first one says whether the poll is effectively on or off. Disabled being no one can vote but it can be viewed e.g. the results can. Enabled, users can vote in the poll and view the results. And finally hidden is where users cannot vote in the poll or be able to view the results (See below). The logging drop down box has two settings on or off. This logs who votes in the poll, and some information about them. I’m not actually sure what it does yet, apart from supply you with some info about your voters. It may have something to do with controlling people voting and stops them spamming the poll. The only problem with this theory is that it makes checking the IP Table and the locking timeout in General Settings rather obsolete (Personally I’ve found the IP Table more reliable). The more probably theory for logging is that it sets whether statistics are produced, these are ones visible through the Stats icon under the Stats column on the Poll List page. This theory is my favoured one because in the language file under /* Poll Stats */ the text for $lang["StatDis"] = is "Logging is Disabled for this poll"; with logging being the main word there.
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 Hidden Poll
Underneath the drop down box that says enabled there are other fields with numbers in, these are the number of votes made for each option. Below the options is the polls expiration time in days or you can check the box next to never so it will not expire. Below that again is three options the first to add options for your users to choose, the second to reset the poll to all the original default settings, and the third is whether you wish your voters to leave a comment. Under the logging drop down box there is the colour drop down boxes. These specify the colour of each bar for each option in the poll. Once the changes have been made click Save Changes or if you want to return the poll to the way it was before you made the changes click Undo Changes.
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The stats for each poll are actually very detailed. They contain the Poll ID also viewable on the Poll List page, its creation date and time, how long it has been active for in days and hours, how many votes have been made, and also a break down of the votes made for each option expressed as a number, as a percentage, and how many votes per day for each option.

Also below the Total Votes amount there is an option to Reset log statistic. This is useful if you have modified the polls options and the statistics don’t represent your visitor’s views then you can reset the logs to start a fresh.
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If you have allowed comments for a poll here you can view the comments people have left. Displayed is the visitor’s name, below that is there IP address or their service providers (ISP). Next to the small head icon you can see an Internet Explorer ‘E’ when the cursor is over it displays information about their browser type and version. If they are using Netscape Navigator an ‘N’ will appear instead. The mail icon is a link to their e-mail address if they entered it and you want to send them a thank you e-mail or something. The main part under the comments heading is just when the comment was posted and what they actually said. On the far right is a delete link this will delete only that current comment and not all of them, useful to get rid of spam comments.
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When you click on delete a small box (below) will appear to confirm your choice, and as standard click OK to delete and Cancel to not delete it.
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The third item under stats displays the code you need to put into your *.php file and where. The code is to embed that selected poll into a page. This is explained completely in Inserting Polls, and if you get any errors consults the FAQ Section on how to solve them.
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<7php

// Tmportant! You have to include it before your html code

include_once "C:/Program Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdocs textfile/poll_cookis.php';
<html>

<body>

<7php

include_ance "C:/Pragram Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdacs/textfile/baath php';

ocho $ehp_pol-=poll_process();

</body>

< htrml>




If you click on Create a New Poll this page will load up, shown below. Obviously here you can create a new poll question and up to 10 options from which to choose from. You can also set other various settings like logging on/off, status enabled/disabled/hidden, expiration, and allowing comments to be left. For these items in further detail refer to the text 5 images above.
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On the main menu at the top of the page the next item is General Settings. This has a lot of settings to be configured. The main ones are under Modify the General Settings, the URL to the poll directory, URL to the image directory, language, and under Miscellaneous is display order, checking (IP Table), locking timeout, display results as (percentages or no. of votes), and finally server time offset. All the other settings you can work out yourself and modify. Once you’ve made all the necessary changes you want, scroll down to the bottom and click Submit Settings or Undo Changes to put them back to what they were.

The second to last item in the menu at the top is the Username and Password one, where you can change your username and password. To change your username type in a different one and then type in your new password and then retype it again to confirm it and then click Change Password or you can click Undo Changes to return them to what they were.
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For the sake of completeness and to stop others who may use the same PC as you from logging into your Admin Section there is a way to logout. Its located in the top-right of the page, the image below shows the specific image you need to click on marked by the red marker.
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When you click on the cross you will be immediately logged out. To make sure no one can login to the Admin Section don’t let Windows or whatever you use don’t let it do Auto-Complete where it fills in the boxes for you if you get the first letter right, big mistake. If you’re really security tight or your using a public computer you could clear the history, temporary internet files and delete any cookies just to be extra cautious.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Inserting Polls

To get the poll to appear on the page you want you need to add some extra code to the page you want it to appear on. Before you add the code you need to make sure the page your adding it to has the extension *.PHP otherwise the poll won’t show up let alone work. Once you’ve changed the extension you need to get into your Admin Section and go to Poll List. Once there look at the Stats column, click on the small text document icon that’s with the tool tip that says help (The one with the red marker).
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Then this page will load up (See below). You have to place the code exactly in the right places for it to work. This way of inserting PHP into a HTML is called Embedded PHP because it is embedded in the HTML. The PHP bits are denoted by the tags <?php and ?> anything between those tags when the server passes the file will be considered PHP code and executed.

The first piece of code in the image with the comment denoted by // has to go before any HTML or any other PHP code you might have. The comment itself you can remove if you want to keep your file sizes as low as possible (From // to code). The second piece of code goes where you want the poll to appear. This piece of code is specific to each poll, if you have four polls then whichever one you want to display you need its Poll ID which you can get from the Poll List page. Once you’ve got the right number you have to put it into the second bit of code. The exact location for it is in between the brackets after poll_process indicated by the red marker.
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<7php

// Tmportant! You have to include it before your html code

include_once "C:/Program Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdocs textfile/poll_cookis.php';
<html>

<body>

<7php

include_ance "C:/Pragram Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdacs/textfile/baath php';

echo $php_poll->poll_proces:

</body>

< htrml>




Since I’m doing this on my test server it displays the full path including the C drive. Your URL may look different don’t worry it will work since the script found it for you. You could also specify a shorter URL if you go from where the page you’re going to insert the poll is located. Here, the page my poll appears on is in htdocs. So I could just write textfile/booth.php. From experience it is safer to use the full path rather than just the short one; this is because you can have the poll viewable on multiple pages without having to change the URL to booth.php.

There are a few other ways of displaying polls, the methods are the same but how they choose which poll to display is different. There are three ways to display polls the first being shown above. The others use words instead of the polls Poll ID to display them. To view the others click on the icon on the top menu that looks like this –
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You will then see a page with four sections. The first being the License Agreement link and a box about syntax (Don’t know why that’s there), the second is the default method of inserting a poll, the third is how to display a random poll (Shown Below). As you can see all the code stays the same except what’s in between the brackets. The polls Poll ID has been replaced with the word random in double quotes – “random”. This will display a random poll out of all the ones you’ve got unless they are hidden or disabled; I’m not sure about this as I haven’t yet tested it.
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<7php
include_ance "Ci/Pragram Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdacs/textfile/baath php';
echo $ehp_pol->poll_process(‘random);




Finally the fourth one is how to always display the latest poll (Shown below). This is useful if you want to keep the latest poll viewable without changing the code on all the pages the poll appears on. Again the polls Poll ID has been replaced with the word newest in double quotes – “newest”. This will display the latest poll, you can go by when it was created or by the Poll ID the highest Poll ID means it’s the newest E.g. 5 is newer than 1, but older than 6 and 6 is newer than 1 and 5. So the poll with a Poll ID of 6 would be displayed.
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<7php
include_ance "Ci/Pragram Files/Apache Group/Apache2/htdacs/textfile/baath php';
ocho $php_poll-=poll_process(‘newest');




A Notice about Cookies

In one of the pieces of code you probably noticed the first piece of code in the second image of this section had a file include for a file called poll_cookie.php and you can probably guess it has something to do with cookies. Every page your poll appears on needs to have this code before any other HTML or PHP code otherwise you will get a few errors. This code is vital if you want to stop people from spamming your poll by repeatedly voting over and over. This will put a cookie on their PC and it will stop them from voting until it expires. How long the cookie takes to expire is up to you and is set in the Admin Section under General Settings, Miscellaneous, and Locking Timeout x amount of Hours. Just to the left of that is a drop down box with the label Check, this either works in conjunction with the cookie and locking timeout or it is another way to stop people spamming your polls by recording their IP address and then comparing it with the IP Table and stops them voting, until the locking timeout expires for that user. With both methods after a certain amount of time the user will be able to vote again, so them not being able to vote is not permanent.

I personally have Check set to IP Table and Locking Timeout to 24 Hours and have the poll_cookie.php include on the page my poll appears on. This gives me complete control over who votes without any worries of people spamming my polls.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Templates

On the main menu at the top of the Admin Section there is the Template button. Click on it to begin customizing the look of your polls. The main part of the template page is this small console where you can choose which templates you want to modify.
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For the moment you need to have the templates tab selected, not the miscellaneous tab. The miscellaneous tab allows you to view what I call specialist templates. They are used in conjunction with the demo polls that come with Advanced Poll 2.0.2, the templates and the how to use the demos will be explained later in the Demo’s Section.

Back to the console, the text in blue saying default is the name of the current template files you are viewing. There are three sets of templates under default. The first, Poll View is for the poll itself before the user has voted. The three textarea’s below it make up the poll. The first display_head shows the question, display_loop is all the available options, and display_footer contains the, submit and reset buttons. These are the main templates you’ll want to customize as the default ones are quite complicated.

When you first install the poll and you begin modifying the templates follow these steps. Don’t modify the current template set until you have created a copy of the originals and label it as default_old or keep it as default and just go straight in and create a template set with a name of your choice. The reason for having the originals is in case of any mistakes you make in your templates you can refer the old ones to see what’s wrong.

Below the template name and the different template sets there are three commands preview, delete, and new template set. The first will bring the current template set up in a new window for you to view to what it looks like. The second will delete the current template set. The third will create a copy of the default templates but with a name that you specify so you can make and modify your own set of templates.
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Once you’ve created a new template set then you’ll need to swap between template sets, this drop down box at the end of the console mentioned above is how you do it. Just select the template set, and then click the small page and arrow icon on the right of the drop down box.

[image: image22.png]



Once you’ve made all the changes you wanted to make to the templates just click on Save to save the changes you made or click Reset to restore them to the last saved copy of them.
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