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Requirements

- Linux, UNIX or Windows server

- PHP 3+ and/or MySQL 3.2+ or PostgreSQL 7+

- FTP program with chmod ability

PHP - Hypertext Pre-processor, scripting language that can be embedded into HTML.


MySQL - An extremely fast and customizable database used for storing data efficiently.


Web URL - http://www.php.net/



   - http://www.mysql.com/

==============================================================

Installation
1 Extract all files and folders to somewhere on your Hard Disk using an extraction utility like WinZip.

In the folder you extracted them to you should have three items, two folders named 'db' and 'textfile' and a Notepad file called 'faq'.

If your server has just PHP installed you will have to use the Text File version of Advanced Poll. If your server has PHP and MySQL you can use the MySQL version of Advanced Poll.


Text File - All data is stored in files (E.g. *.dat or *.txt) and is stored with your site.


MySQL - the data is stored in tables in a database that is separate from the rest of your site.

2 Text File Installation
2.A.1 
Open the folder named 'textfile', you should see several folders and files inside it. You may read 
'readme.txt' but you won't get much information from it.

Nothing needs to be edited in here. Now start up your FTP program, if you don't have one try Smart FTP. Its absolutely free and very easy to use.



FTP Program - File Transfer Protocol, used to transfer files from one PC to another.



Web URL - http://www.smartftp.com/

2.A.2 
Enter in your servers FTP address E.g. ftp.yourdomain.com and your username and password 
to gain access to the server. Once connected upload the folder 'textfile' and its entire contents to 
the server.

With SmartFTP to make this process simpler click on View, Toolbars, Local Folder Bar, and a bar on the left-hand side of the window will appear, browse through to where you extracted the folder 'textfile' and then click on it and drag it across to the main window listing all the files and folders on your server.

2.A.3 
Next you have to chmod or change mode some of your folders and files so they can be 
executed, read and written to. This only applies to non-Windows servers.
To do this using Smart FTP click on the file you want to change the permissions of, then press F7. A new window will appear look for a box with the label 'Permissions' type in the permission number 
from the table below for that specific file or folder.



chmod - sets the permissions of and who is allowed access to files and folders.


Here are the permissions for all the files and folders.



File / Folder name



Permission


polldata/





777 (drwxrwxrwx)




1.File




666 (-rw-rw-rw)




2.File




666 (-rw-rw-rw)




3.File




666 (-rw-rw-rw)




session.php



666 (-rw-rw-rw)



templates/




777 (drwxrwxrwx)




default/




777 (drwxrwxrwx)





comment.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)





display_foot.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)





display_head.html

666 (-rw-rw-rw)





display_loop.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)





result_head.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)





result_foot.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)





result_loop.html


666 (-rw-rw-rw)



include/





755 (drwxr-xr-x)




config.inc.php



666 (-rw-rw-rw)

All the folders and files within those folders have to have their permissions set also. That includes all the template directories, graphic, and popup and so on, as well as the files within those folders.

2.A.4 
Now open your browser and put in your sites address with the path info shown in bold below.



E.g. http://www.yourdomain.com/advpoll/textfile/admin/
If yours differs from that then don't worry just make sure you get the right path. You should now see a page with a blue background and a box in the middle asking you to input your username and password. As it’s the first install the defaults are;



Username: admin



Password: poll


Once entered press Enter or click OK. If you now see a page with the title 'Poll List' then your 
installation and login were successful!

2.B.1 
All data for polls are held in the folder called 'polldata'. There will be three files after a first install, one for each example poll supplied with Advanced Poll and a fourth called 'session.php' do not edit this under any circumstances! There are actually 4 files associated with a poll if you have certain options enabled.

The first is 1.File or 2.File, 3.File, and so on. These contain the question, options, number of votes for each option, and a lot of numbers representing whether certain option are enabled or disabled 
and its creation date for each individual poll.

The second is 1.Dat or 2.Dat, 3.Dat and so on. These contain information about the voters browsers name and type, 
operating system, their IP, name, email address, any comments they left, and the time and date they left the comment.

The third is 1.IP or 2.IP, 3.IP and so on. These contain the IP address of those who voted in each poll. The fourth 1.txt or 2.txt, 3.txt and so on just contains the voters’ browser name and type, OS, IP, date and time. This file is used for the stats that can be produced if enabled.

==============================================================

==============================================================

3 MySQL Installation
3.A.1 
Open the folder named 'mysql' and you should see a few folders and files inside it. You may read 
'readme.txt' but you won't get much information from it.


Only one file needs to be edited and that is 'config.inc.php' which can be found in the folder 
'includes'. There are four variables you need to set. They are;



$POLLDB["dbName"]
= "Your Database Name";



$POLLDB["host"]
= "localhost";



$POLLDB["user"]
= "Your Username";



$POLLDB["pass"]
= "Your Password";

The bits you have to fill are in between the second pair of double quotes. 'Your Database Name needs to be replaced with what your going to call it, localhost can stay the same unless your hosts gave you a different one to use. 'Your Username' and 'your password' are the username and password you were given from your host to access your MySQL or PostgreSQL databases. This username and password are usually used with phpMyAdmin to gain access and modify databases.


There is a fifth variable which you do not need to change, but you do if your server is running 
PostgreSQL. The first line is for MySQL and the second is for PostgreSQL.


$POLLDB["class"]
= "class_mysql.php";


$POLLDB["class"]
= "class_pgsql.php";

3.A.2 
Now start up your FTP Program. Enter in your servers FTP address E.g. ftp.yourdomain.com and 
your username and password to gain access to the server. Once connected upload the folder 
'textfile' and its entire contents to the server.

With SmartFTP to make this process simpler click on View, Toolbars, Local Folder Bar, and a bar on the left-hand side of the window will appear, browse through to where you extracted the folder 'db' and then click on it and drag it across to the main window listing all the files and folders on your server.

3.A.3 
Now open your browser and put in your sites address with the path info shown in bold below.



E.g. http://www.yourdomain.com/advpoll/db/install.php
If yours differs from that then don't worry! Just make sure you get the right path. You should now see a page with a blue background and a box in the middle asking you to make sure you've edited config.inc.php if you have click to continue. There will several other bits you just click through until you get to the bit where the script creates the database tables if there are no errors your poll should work fine. It will ask you for a username and password after the creation of the tables. 

3.A.4 
The username and password you put in during the install are what you use to login with. Now open your browser and put in your sites address with the path info shown in bold below.



E.g. http://www.yourdomain.com/advpoll/db/admin/
If yours differs from that then don't worry just make sure you get the right path. You should now see a page with a blue background and a box in the middle asking you to input your username and password. Once entered press Enter or click OK. If you now see a page with the title 'Poll List' then your installation and login were successful!

3.B.1 
After you have installed Advanced Poll make sure you delete 'install.php' and you may delete 
the folder 'install' and it contents to free up some disk space. Leaving install.php there is a big 
security risk as other users may find it and reinstall Advanced Poll and lock you out of the Admin 
area, abuse and spam your polls, and/or may cause other problems.
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