Jesus Christ of Nazareth

Date of the Gospels


Whenever legendary material appears, meaning whenever truth is mixed with myth, it is typically centuries after an incident. The dating of the Gospels however, and the book of Acts and 1 Corinthians are written so early that there would be no way for legend to develop. In fact, the Apostle Paul wrote in 1 Corinthians 15, “, 5and that he appeared to Peter,2 and then to the Twelve. 6After that, he appeared to more than five hundred of the brothers at the same time, most of whom are still living, though some have fallen asleep. 7Then he appeared to James, then to all the apostles, 8and last of all he appeared to me also, as to one abnormally born.” The significance of this is, Paul wouldn’t have included that when talking about the resurrection unless it happened, because here he tells the early church and others that the witnesses are still around to investigate and ask.

The healings of Jesus


What is the significance of Jesus Christ’s healings was not only that he healed because His disciples did later on when sharing the Word. The significance was that He was raising the dead, healing the leper, curing the blind and etc. rather than a “placebo” type healing. Another reason why Jesus Christ’s healings and exorcisms were significant is because He did it on His own authority (Luke 11:19-21) “But if I drive out demons by the finger of God, then the kingdom of God has come to you.” What He’s saying is, “If I do this by the finger of God, then you’ve got a foretaste of what the kingdom of God is like.”

Death on the Cross


The arguments against His death on the Cross were that His body was stolen, or that He didn’t die. However, from the medical analysis, He couldn’t have possibly survived.

Divinity claimed


While others say that Christ never said explicitly He was God, He meant this on the basis that He wasn’t trying to say He was Yahweh. The Jews knew Yahweh as the Creator, God the Father, whom was a Spirit only and that in the form of man was blaspheming. Christ does say explicitly in John 8:58 “"I tell you the truth," Jesus answered, "before Abraham was born, I am!" This is in concordance with Exodus 3:14 when God tells Moses, “God said to Moses, "I am who I am. [1] This is what you are to say to the Israelites: 'I AM has sent me to you.”

The premises that by definition prove Christ’s divinity go along the lines of:

1. Lying is a sin. (Everyone agrees)
2. Jesus Christ was sinless (everyone agrees)
3. Jesus Christ claimed His divinity (John 8:58)
4. Jesus never sinned, thus never lied.
5. What He said, was true (if atheists agree with the first 4 premises, then number 5 is automatically true by definition)

Fulfilled Prophecies


While in some Jewish text such as the Talmud, it speaks of Christ in a negative light but it not once said that His fulfillment of the prophecies were falsified. A common analogy of Christ completing 8 out of 332 prophecies was for one to put a 2 feet stack high of quarters across every square inch of Texas, while marking one of them, mixing the pile up, and asking a blind man to pick that up. Mathematically impossible for it to have occurred by random chance. A rather strong reason to believe is written in Isaiah 53, which was 700-800 years before Christ and His death. 4 Surely he took up our infirmities 
and carried our sorrows, 
yet we considered him stricken by God, 
smitten by him, and afflicted. 
5 But he was pierced for our transgressions, 
he was crushed for our iniquities; 
the punishment that brought us peace was upon him, 
and by his wounds we are healed. 
6 We all, like sheep, have gone astray, 
each of us has turned to his own way; 
and the LORD has laid on him 
the iniquity of us all

The Life Change after the Resurrection


One of the strongest reasons to believe is that there’s evidence that within 2 years of the death of Christ on the Cross that the disciples had together a doctrine by the Holy Spirit and Christ’s ministry. Thousands of Jews, risking eternal damnation, (the thought was ingrained in everyone that for the price of turning away was eternal damnation) believed that Christ was the Son of God. Another life change from the Resurrection was that of the disciples, who were disheartened and scattered after Christ’s death, now were willing to die for sharing the Gospel. Now there have been cases where people die for their religion, but only on the premises that they believe it’s true. The disciples could have seen with their own eyes whether Christ appeared or not, in which case evidence says they did, because they were changed from weak willed people to martyrs. Another life change from the Resurrection was that of Paul, originally Saul of Tarsus, whom changed from a Jewish persecutor of Christians to a Christian martyr. Paul, after his testimony about encountering of Christ, was transformed and was even able to make the outrageous statement in 1 Corinthians 15, “And if Christ has not been raised, our preaching is useless and so is your faith.”

Making sense in suffering


While there are others who say that suffering comes from desire or ancestral sin, the New Testament makes sense in the existence of suffering. The purpose of life in Christ is not for circumstantial happiness throughout, but the knowledge of God and glorifying Him, which brings about a total joy even in the midst of suffering. (The Apostle Paul was writing to various churches about the joy he was experiencing even when being in captivity and torture) Suffering, according to Christian Doctrine, not only then is expected, but of positive outcome to bring one closer and more dependant on God and producing perseverance. 

