[image: image515.jpg]



	
[image: image2]
	

	
	[image: image3.png]





Work Shop Manual
[image: image1.png]B nonrsmnmlomacv l



[image: image513.png]



Project-Based Learning: Overview

The Internet has made the world smaller. Of particular significance is the ability for students, teachers and researchers to use the web as a tool for interaction, collaboration, distance education, cultural understanding and cooperative research -- with peers around the globe. Whether you're just starting out, or ready for advanced levels -- this tutorial will help you to implement collaborative, project-based learning on the Internet.

A. Introduction to Networked Project-Based Learning

We use the term NetPBL (Networked Project-Based Learning) to describe online collaborative learning. 

There is nothing new about Project-Based Learning (PBL). Good teachers have always used projects as a supplement to their regular course of instruction. Any teacher who has taken a group on a field trip, had students enter projects in a science fair, had a class garden, collected and measured the pH of various water sources, or any one of a thousand activities that involve students in studying and interacting with the real world around them, has conducted a project-based learning activity.

We are seeing a resurgence of interest in the idea of PBL and its successful application in classrooms. Many educators, schools, communities, and other organizations are exploring aspects of project-based learning. 

We believe that at least some of this renewed interest is due to the project opportunities presented by the Internet and World Wide Web. While the Internet adds valuable dimensions to a PBL experience, the management issues of a networked project are the same as those faced by every teacher who has embarked on an "old-fashioned, low-tech" project.

Therefore, this first section briefly introduces PBL concepts and provides resources to help you grapple with classroom management issues. 

B. Introduction to Finding Projects, Partners & Collaborative Tools

Networked Projects incorporate many features of traditional PBL, but they also include participation of other people outside the traditional classroom... often at a great distance. 
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Email and other forms of digital text may be one of the last frontiers of written discourse in the age of information.
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Email is the normal means of communication in these projects... a medium which demands traditional literacy skills. But when you combine an interesting project with an appropriate distant partner, your students will eagerly embrace those literacy skills, as well as practicing and applying other skills and complex learning strategies.

Simple Technology

	At its most basic level, you can conduct sophisticated networked projects with fairly simple tools. Many powerful projects over the past ten years have been managed with nothing more than the tools listed here.
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Required Tools
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computer
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Internet connection
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electronic mail
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Web browser
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printer
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In each of the projects described here your students share and exchange knowledge, research, and/or information with experts and other students in distant locations.

As a teacher, you will learn along side your students from resources outside your classroom, school, library, city, state, and country. In turn, your students will also become teachers as they contribute and help to create learning resources for students, teachers, experts, and others around the world.

No need to worry if you don't know where to turn or how to get started... this section will lead you through the process of locating, choosing, and participating in a basic networked project.

Follow the steps below to acquire a good knowledge base of networked projects, carefully choose a project that meets your curricular needs, register, and follow through with a basic networked project.

When you complete all five steps, you will be a hero in your classroom, at your school, in your community, and on the World Wide Web. Even more importantly you will feel great about yourself for providing this opportunity for yourself and your students. After you participate in one project, you will likely become addicted and participate in more, or perhaps develop your own project.
E. Friendship Through Education

Introduction to FTE
The Friendship Through Education Consortium is committed to creating opportunities that facilitate online and offline interactions between the youth of the world, inside and outside of classrooms, in order to build a culture of peace in which the dignity and rights of all human beings are respected.

This effort was originally launched with a commitment for expanded links between U.S. schools and those in Islamic countries, including Egypt, Indonesia, Qatar, Pakistan, Turkey, Bahrain and Afghan refugee camps.  Students can link students through letters, email, art, collaborative projects and exchanges to foster mutual respect and greater understanding of cultural differences.

This Consortium seeks to be inclusive in order to provide as complete information as possible on quality interaction among students worldwide. 

Doors to Diplomacy Overview
The U. S. Department of State sponsors the "Doors to Diplomacy" educational challenge - to encourage middle school and high school students around the world  to produce web projects that teach others about the importance of international affairs and diplomacy. There are four components to the Doors to Diplomacy challenge.

Collaborative Web Project: Doors to Diplomacy is a collaborative project, where small teams are formed consisting of two to four student members and up to two adult "coaches." Research can be conducted both online and offline, and then the findings are assembled to produce an educational web project. Students are also encouraged to become spokespersons for their projects. Learn more
Project Narrative: Each Doors to Diplomacy project also includes a Project Narrative that explains how the project has been organized, what challenges had to be overcome, and how the project supported local content standards.  Many wonderful community building success stories often emerge from these "behind the scenes" narratives. Learn more
Peer Review Process: As part of the competition, teams must also participate in a Peer Review activity, in which they evaluate at least four other projects, using a web-based evaluation rubric.  Learn more
Awards:  Each student team member of the winning “Doors to Diplomacy” Award team receives a $2,000 scholarship, and the winning coaches’ schools each receive a $500 cash award. 

Each team who submits a completed project receives a special Doors to Diplomacy certificate. Winners are announced in May.  Learn more
Competition Organizers
The Doors to Diplomacy Award is funded by the United States Department of State. The educational portion of the competition is managed by Global SchoolNet Foundation (GSN). 

Global SchoolNet Foundation, a non-profit 501(c)(3) educational organization, which has been linking classrooms around the world since 1984. GSN creates educational programs that engage students in meaningful content and personal exchanges with people around the world -- in order to develop literacy and communication skills, create multi-cultural understanding, and prepare youth for full participation as productive and effective citizens in an increasing global economy.

Differences Between Doors to Diplomacy and CyberFair
The Doors to Diplomacy Award competition is a variation of Global SchoolNet's internationally recognized CyberFair program -- in which students produce web projects to showcase their local communities. Learn more about the differences
How to Get Started
It is very important when doing a collaborative project to involve all of the key players, make sure that everyone agrees on the individual tasks, and establish a realistic timeline. Over the past two decades of facilitating online collaborative learning projects, Global SchoolNet has identified some very effective collaborative learning and collaborative working strategies. 
Learn more 
How to Register
Teams should register as soon possible, in order to access their customized Checklist. Once you have registered, you will be sent periodic Doors to Diplomacy news updates. 
Learn more 
How to Get Local Media Coverage
Stories about students engaged in exciting learning projects are always newsworthy. Don't miss this opportunity to seek favorable publicity for your school or organization in your local community. To help you get started, we have provided you with some strategies and templates that you can customize for your own location. Learn more
Global Learning Resources
The Doors to Diplomacy program encourages students to improve their academic skills and broaden their global knowledge. There are numerous International resources to help convert currency, time and measurement, as well as tools to assist in translating languages from around the world. In addition, there are map resources to help you and your students locate and learn about cities around the world.  Learn more
Frequently Asked Questions
What are the most commonly asked questions about the Doors to Diplomacy award program? Who is eligible to participate? Where can you publish your web project? What should you do if you run out of time and can't complete? FAQs and the answers will be made available as they are identified. Learn more
 

Important Announcements
Please read these important announcements. New announcements are sent out to registered participants every few weeks and contain important information, timeline reminders and helpful project management suggestions.   Learn more
Participant Banner
Download the official Doors to Diplomacy Participant Banner. Place this banner on the front page of your web project and include this banner on any printed materials that you create about your project.  Learn more
Categories
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Doors to Diplomacy Theme: 
Diplomacy and international issues affect individual citizens, as well as governments and businesses worldwide.
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Please select one of the following eight sub-categories for your Doors to Diplomacy research project. 
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Discussion questions and starter activities within each category are provided as guidelines to help you get started.
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National Content Standards have been provided for USA Schools. Learn more
	



	CATEGORY 1: Leadership Traits
Produce a website that teaches about the skills, traits, and characteristics which make an individual a great world leader.

	



	CATEGORY 2: Peace and Democracy: Social Issues
Produce a website that teaches about international human rights, fair elections and judicial reform.

	



	CATEGORY 3: Business, Trade, and Economics
Produce a website that teaches how multi-national investment and trade promotes better relations and works to improve the overall welfare of the global population.

	



	CATEGORY 4: Science and Technology
Produce a website that teaches about science and technology issues which have varied national perspectives (i.e. the ethics of cloning, genetically modified crops, international space collaboration, etc.).

	



	CATEGORY 5 :Safety and Security
Produce a website that raises awareness about peacekeeping efforts, combating terrorism, and nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

	



	CATEGORY 6: History of Foreign Relations
Produce a website that teaches about past foreign policy initiatives and significant historical events in diplomacy.

	



	CATEGORY 7: Health and Environmental Awareness
Produce a website that teaches about how countries can work together to address health and environmental issues (i.e. to protect natural resources, eliminate world hunger, promote better healthcare access, etc.).

	



	CATEGORY 8: Arts and Culture
Produce a website that teaches how countries and regions can build better relationships through the sharing and promoting of international arts and culture.


Timeline
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 Please read the complete rules and regulations.
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Please review the timeline and Register before the deadline
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Three Phases
The Doors to Diplomacy competition requires participants to complete several tasks within three phases to be eligible for judging. 

Phase 1:  Research and Publish
Develop and publish a web project, based on original research about your chosen topic.
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	Form a team consisting of 2-4 students and 1-2 adult coaches.
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	Select one of the eight Doors to Diplomacy categories and conduct an original research project involving your selected topic. 
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	Publish your research findings as an educational Web project that teaches others about diplomacy.
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	Important: Include a bibliography in which you cite your sources and document where your information came from. When conducting original research and publishing a report or project, it is always necessary to identify the source of your information.  See examples of how to cite sources and create a bibliography.


Phase 2:  Reflect and Record
Describe the research process and learning outcomes by completing your Project Narrative and linking to your bibliography. 

You may access and complete the project narrative form in your personal Checklist.

Observe and record the following elements of your project and include that information in the required Project Narrative. You may want to assign a team member to act as the project historian to observe and describe these processes. 
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	Describe how the activities and research conducted by your team members supported required coursework, curriculum requirements, and content standards. 
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	Describe how your project reflects a balance of students interacting with their communities and the use of information technology tools.


	[image: image34.png]



	Describe how your students functioned as "ambassadors" and spokespersons for their project both on-line and in person.
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	Describe the impact that that Doors to Diplomacy had -- or will have on your local community. 
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	Describe how the project engaged local university, community, business and industry experts as volunteers, contributing their time and technical expertise.
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	Important: When conducting original research and publishing a report or project, it is always necessary to identify the source of your information.  See examples of how to cite sources and create a bibliography.


Phase 3:  Evaluate and Discuss
Participate in a Peer Review Evaluation process to select and rank other Doors to Diplomacy web projects.
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	Provide insightful feedback about other Doors to Diplomacy projects. 
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	Read and discuss the feedback and comments that your own project receives.


Rules

Purposes of Doors to Diplomacy

1. Doors to Diplomacy is an international  Internet learning activity designed to: 
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	raise awareness about the importance of international 
affairs and diplomacy
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	teach students communication and collaboration skills
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	use technology to benefit humanity


Eligibility

2. Student team members must be between the ages of twelve and nineteen years. 
This competition is open to middle school or high school aged students who are at between the ages of twelve and nineteen. Universities and other institutions of higher learning are not eligible. 

3. Teams must have between two and four student members, and one or two adult coaches.
Please ensure that your team has at least two student members and no more than four.

4. Schools, organizations, or individuals in states, provinces, or nations which tax, restrict or prohibit participation in an event such as Doors to Diplomacy are not eligible to participate. 
This is an international competition, open to students in all countries, except where prohibited by law. It is your responsibility to ensure that your team's participation in this event does not violate any applicable laws. 

Registration and Entry Deadlines

4. An adult coach or school administrator must register your team's intent to participate by the registration deadline.
Registration lets us know that you are interested in participating in Doors to Diplomacy There are some benefits to registering early: 
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	Doors mailing list participants receive the most current information. 
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	Click here to request help


5. Teams must submit their final Web project by the Final Entry  deadline.
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See the timeline for deadline dates.

6. Teams must submit four (or more) Peer Reviews by the Peer Review deadline. 
To qualify your own Web project for final judging, your team must participate in the official Peer Review process. During the peer review dates your team must submit evaluations on a minimum four other Web projects which we assign to you. These peer review scores are part of the final judging process. 

IMPORTANT: Look at your calendar to budget enough time around your spring holidays!
Project Requirements

7. Web projects must be submitted in only one category.
You must select and enter your Web project in only one of the eight Doors to Diplomacy categories. 
   

8. Teams must obtain permission and consent forms signed by participating students and their parents.
Before you enter your Web project in this contest, you must obtain appropriate permission and consent forms signed by students and their parents.  [Click here for a sample permission form.  You can review related issues in our Web Tutorial: Harnessing the Power of the Web ]. 
  

9. All of the content of your Doors to Diplomacy Web project must be created and completed by students.
Community volunteers may be solicited to help with the technical aspects of producing Web pages and related audio/visual resources, and/or mounting them on a Web server. However, the content of the entry must be generated by the students. This is in keeping with the idea that Doors to Diplomacy is not a Web design contest. The real emphasis of Doors to Diplomacy is on the quality of learning and understanding of diplomacy and international cooperation. 
  

10. Responsible supervising adults must take responsibility for student team members and their work.
Neither the Global SchoolNet Foundation, nor any of the sponsors of Doors to Diplomacy, is able to take responsibility for your students or their work. Therefore, in order to qualify as an official entry you will be asked to state on the Final Entry Form that your students have been adequately supervised and that your school accepts full responsibility for their actions and the content they have posted pertaining to this project. Your entry must be submitted by a responsible supervising adult in an official public or private school, home school or approved educational organization.
  

11. Web Projects must include the official Doors to Diplomacy Project Narrative Page. 
An important part of your evaluation score will be derived from your Project Narrative Page. 

Important: The Doors to Diplomacy Project Narrative must be submitted using the project narrative form. You may access the project narrative form in your personal Checklist.

12. You must submit your Web project in English.
Because of the Peer Review component of judging (described below), projects must be submitted in English. However, teams are encouraged to submit projects in both English and their own native language. 


13. You should organize your project with the Peer Review Evaluation Rubric in mind.
The Peer Review Evaluation Rubric represents an evolving effort to establish objective guidelines and criteria to evaluate student-developed Web projects. (See Peer Review and Final Judging ). Here are some suggestions: 
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	Review the draft for this year's evaluation rubric (if you have any comments or suggestions for improvement, please Click here to send them to us)

	[image: image47.png]



	Review the complete peer review procedures.
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	Review two or three past CyberFair winners or Diplomacy winners.
You and your students will find this to be a very valuable 
experience in terms of the kind of project Doors to Diplomacy seeks to elicit. 



14.    You must properly cite sources of information used.
When conducting original research and publishing a report or project, it is always necessary to identify the source of your information.  See examples of how to cite sources and create a bibliography.

Your project must contain a separate bibliography page where you cite the sources for the information in your project and list the people who helped you with your Web pages (if any). You will provide the link to this page in your Project Narrative (see your checklist for the due-date for your narrative), and the review rubric evaluates your bibliography. 

IMPORTANT: Your project will be disqualified if the reviewer cannot find your bibliography.

Although we do not require any specific citation format, we recommend that you use the Citation Machine at http://www.landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php  to generate and compile your citations which you can then cut and paste into your HTML editor. 

In any case, your students should leave the reviewers no doubt about where they acquired the information they used, and in no case should you permit your students to plagiarize.

Your bibliography must also list the names of the people who helped you to assemble your Web pages. If you received no help, your bibliography should state that.

Peer Review and Final Judging

	Projects will be evaluated in a two-stage process. 
	Stage One: Peer Review 
Between the peer review dates (see timeline) each participating team must review four other projects. The scores obtained from these reviews will be averaged and used to rank each project in each category. 
*Additional reviews may be solicited from the Internet 
community. 
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	Stage Two: International Judges 
The top-ranked Web projects will be further reviewed 
by a panel of "distinguished judges." This panel will 
determine the final ranking. Distinguished judges will 
use the same evaluation rubric used in the Peer Review 
process. 



15. All decisions of the judges will be final and are not subject to review or revision.
Awards Ceremony and Prizes

18. Limits on Eligibility 
Only team members in states/provinces and countries that do not restrict this kind of event are eligible to receive the offered awards, gifts and prizes. It is your responsibility to ensure that your school's participation in this event does not violate any applicable laws. It is the responsibility of the recipient to pay any associated taxes, tariffs, or duty charges.
19. Announcement of Winners 
The results of the final judging will be announced in May 2006.

20. Time Limit for Redemption 
Any incentives or awards will be shipped by the end of August. 

Help & Project Assistance

21. Web Server Space
Unfortunately, Global SchoolNet can no longer provide Web space on our server for your Web project. However, there are many other locations that offer this service. Listed below are a few web sites which offer free web space: 
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	Yahoo Geocities
	Free Web Space
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	Fortune City 
	Homestead


22. Timeline & Milestones 
This timeline walks you through the steps which will help you to organize and complete your Doors to Diplomacy Web Project. 

23.  Global SchoolNet Help Desk 
To find the answers to your questions, you may:
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	Check the FAQ's (Frequently Asked Questions)
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	Click here to send your questions and comments to us


24. International Conversion Helper Resources
To aide you in converting international currency, time zones, or language translation, we encourage you to use the International Conversion Helper Resources.
25. Global Schoolhouse Web Tutorial: Harnessing the Power of the Web 
This treasury of insight, information and technique provides you will valuable resources to aide you in developing your project. Learn more
Disclaimers
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	Global SchoolNet Foundation is solely responsible for the design and implementation of Doors to Diplomacy. 
Sponsors have generously donated prizes to support this school-based Internet learning activity.  



Sample Permission Form
Dear ________________________________, 

For the purpose of sharing with the community, exemplary student work, this school will publish selected student work on the school Web site. We are asking your permission to include your child's work on the web site. If you give your permission, please sign below and return to your child's teacher.

Thank you,

(Signature)

-----------------------------------------------------------

(Please return this portion to your child's classroom teacher)

___________________________I give permission for my child to have his/her exemplary work published on the school Web site. I hereby release, hold harmless, indemnify, and defend the school, and its Board, officers, agents, directors, employees, and volunteers from any and all liability and legal or equitable claims of any kind related to such work being published on the district Web site. I understand that student work will be identified only by first name, or first name and first initial of the last name.

__________________________________________________ 
Child's name

__________________________________________________ 
Parent/Guardian signature

__________________________________________________ 
School

Doors to Diplomacy Category 1:
Leadership Traits
A. Task: 
Produce a website that teaches about the skills, traits, and characteristics which make an individual a great world leader.

B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to list important world leaders and describe their contributions.

2. Students will be able to describe the ways skilled use of diplomacy contributed to the success of a world leader or leaders.

3. Students will understand the qualities and individual responsibilities required of citizens in their country and other countries.

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topic of world leaders and leadership initiatives.
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	What do you think are positive qualities of a world leader?
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	Do you know who our current world leaders are?
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	What are some ways to find out who our current world leaders are?
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	What role does diplomacy play in the making of a successful world leader?
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	What is the difference between being a leader and being famous?
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	What motivates a person to want to become a leader?
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	Are there any risks associated with being a world leader?

	[image: image62.png]



	Should world leaders be held to higher ethical standards than ordinary citizens? Why or why not?
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	Who are some important world leaders from the past?
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	Why were these past world leaders important?
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	What decisions did they make about their lives in order to become world leaders?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 

 

These activities will enable students to understand the vital importance of the role that leaders play in the quality of the lives of the people of the world.  Identifying our world leaders and studying their lives will provide students with a greater understanding of the characteristics of leadership and the paths that these individuals followed to become prominent figures in world diplomacy.  The commitment of students to community service and civic responsibility is enhanced when they learn about inspirational role models from the present and from the past. 

1. Have students develop a survey to determine if the students in their school know who our current world leaders are.  List the  leaders and the countries they represent and any other significant facts they know about the world leaders they name. 

2. Use the Internet news services, listen to the TV news and/or read the newspaper to learn about important world issues. How do these world issues affect individuals locally.

3. Read the biography of one or more world leaders. Make a list of the life events and significant accomplishments. 

4. List any world leaders that came from your local city, state, or country. List or describe the contributions they made. Describe any changes that have taken place since they were local leaders.

5. Interview parents, grandparents or neighbors who have lived in the community for many years and invite them to be guest speakers to talk about world leaders from the past.

6. Compare and contrast world leaders using the collected information.  Create a chart showing similarities and differences.

7. Create a "Hall of Fame" of school alumni who have made contributions to the local community, the nation and/or the world.

8. Write a letter to a world leader, explaining why you think they are, or are not, doing a good job.

9. Discuss the term "civic leadership." Have students, working individually or in cooperative groups, select an article which demonstrates a citizen doing something for the good of others, as in being "civic minded." 

10. Identify specific careers that center around public service.

11. Identify "quiet leaders" who do important things for others with very little recognition. 

12. Create and distribute copies of a "Leader" award certificate and have students fill out the recipient's name and tell why they have selected that person to receive the award. 

E. Content Standards:
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	See national standards aligned to project activities. http://globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/categories/standards.html 


F. Related Resources:
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/sngs98/index.html
http://www.bergen.org/AAST/Projects/Forum/narrate.html
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/kirby/cbsummry.html
Doors to Diplomacy Category 2: 
Peace and Democracy: Social Issues

A. Task: 
 

Produce a website that teaches about international human rights, fair elections and judicial reform.

B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to list basic international human rights and human rights for citizens of their country.

2. Students will be able to describe the significance of human rights, fair elections, and judicial reform in the development of democratic societies. 

3. Students will be able to identify the role international relations and diplomacy play in the development of international human rights 

4. Students will be able to list basic human rights for citizens of their country.

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topics of international human rights, fair elections and judicial reform. 
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	What is the Universal Declaration of Human Rights?

	[image: image68.png]



	What are considered basic human rights in your country?  Do all countries have the same basic human rights? Discuss the differences.
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	What are some significant human rights issues in your country?
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	Why are issues such as religious freedom and fair elections important to you, your community, and your country?
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	How can human rights positively affect the whole world?
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	Give some examples of significant human rights achievements in history.
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	How did these events or achievements affect the rest of the world?
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	Where in the world are people today striving for human rights?  Who are they and what are they doing?
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	How does diplomacy help promote human rights in other countries?
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	Are there individuals or groups of people in your country who have struggled or are currently struggling for their rights?
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	What historical documents lay out human rights for citizens of your country?  Do immigrants in your country have different rights?
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	Who are some famous people who championed human rights?  What did they propose and/or do?  What effects of their work can be seen today?
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	What local, national, and international organizations promote human rights?
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	Is getting an education a human right?
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	What is judicial reform?
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	What are some of the issues that are posed by people working for judicial reform?
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	What are some examples of ideas for implementing judicial reform?
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	Is judicial reform needed? Explain why or why not.
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	What is a fair election?
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	What should happen if an election in the your country is declared unfair?
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	Where in the world has there been what the press has called an unfair election?  Why was it called that?  What was done about it?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 
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	Read biographies of people who have suffered and overcome human rights violations and write a summary of what your learned.
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	Create a survey asking questions about the different views on a topic in human rights. Have your classmates and parents respond and discuss the answers.
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	Research human rights organizations and learn the scope of their work.
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	Talk with local election officials and learn what they do.
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	Build a list of judicial reform topics along with pro and con voices for each topic.
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	Develop methods for judging the validity and reliability of the Web sites you will use for research: by whom are they written?  How will you know if you can trust what they say?


E. Content Standards (USA)
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	See national standards aligned to project activities.


F. Related Resources

http://www.amnesty.org/
http://www.billofrightsinstitute.org/
http://www.fairvote.org/
http://www.justicewithoutborders.com/
http://www.webcom.com/hrin/welcome.html
http://www.umn.edu/humanrts
http://www.hrw.org/
http://www.icj.org/
http://www.un.org/pubs/cyberschoolbu
http://www.occdsb.on.ca/~sel/dream/index.htm
http://www.occdsb.on.ca/~sel/mine/
http://www2.arnes.si/~sskkssb6s/
http://www.recorder.ca/cac/cac.html
Doors to Diplomacy Category 3:
Business Trade and Economics
A. Task: 
Produce a website that teaches how multi-national investment and trade promotes better relations and works to improve the overall welfare of the global population.

Read rules and instructions.
B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will demonstrate the interdependence which exists within their own community and the multi-national networks that connect goods, people ideas and information. 

2. Students will identify successful international businesses and organizations and describe the contributions those organizations make to their personal lives.

3. Students will assess economic trends and business opportunities, as they consider their own career path.

C. Discussion Questions:
These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topics multi-national trade, economics and diplomacy.
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	What goods (products) do you use that come from another country?
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	What goods does your country or your home town trade to other countries?
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	Why do countries import and export goods?
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	What industries in your country are "disappearing?" Why?
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	How do international banks (i.e. World Bank, International Monetary Fund) help countries?
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	Why is it important to help countries that are less developed?
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	Should world leaders focus on their own countries economic problems instead of those in other, needier countries?
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	How does diplomacy help promote trade and investment?
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	Explain why "creativity" and "intellectual capitol" can be considered national products.
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	Discuss the difference between the things students feel they need and things they want. Have the students distinguish the difference.


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 

 

1. Make a list of goods and products that students use most frequently. Create a chart showing the countries that make those products.

2. Compile a list of goods and services that originate from your local region or country.

3. Use Want Ads from various sources. Classify the different jobs into various categories, such as Service, Manufacturing, Sales, etc. Make some general conclusions based on this information. 

4. Research the type of businesses or organizations are thriving, such as the service sector, and which appear to be on a decline. Describe how this information will affect how people get jobs and the economy in general. 

5. Interview an officer in a local business organization. Report back on what jobs and careers are available along with opportunities for job preparation. 

6. Make contact with officials at local colleges and universities. Find out what is happening in the work force and how that affects what they are teaching. 

7. Survey parents and school personnel and graph the number of different jobs each held before entering their current field of employment. 

8. Search through various newspaper ads for items we could use in our daily lives and categorize them as "Needs" or "Wants." 

E. Content Standards
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	See national standards aligned to project activities. http://globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/categories/standards.html



E. Related Resources
Doors to Diplomacy Category 4:
Science and Technology

A. Task: 

 

Produce a website that teaches about science and technology issues which have varied national perspectives (i.e. the ethics of cloning, genetically modified crops, international space collaboration, etc.). 

B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to list the science and technology issues which have varied national perspectives.

2. Students will be able to explain the significance of international cooperation in scientific and space research.

3. Students will be able to describe the connection between scientific concerns in their own communities or countries and those in other communities/countries,

4. Students will describe how diplomatic efforts promote international cooperation in science, technology, and space 

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topics of science and technology issues which have varied national perspectives.
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	What are some international science and technology issues that have varied perspectives?
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	What are the benefits of international cooperation in scientific research?
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	What are the obstacles to international cooperation in scientific research?
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	What relationships between your community and neighboring communities or countries concern science and technology?
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	What international efforts are underway in the area of space exploration? What did scientists learn from these efforts?
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	Why is it important to sign agreements with other countries about science and space issues?
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	What scientific discoveries from the past do you know about? How are they important now?
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	How do research institutions communicate their findings to influence public policy?
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	What ethical issues come up concerning advances in medicine (e.g., stem cell growth, cloning) and public health?
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	What is the world population, and how will its growth affect your country?
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	In a time of increased international travel, in what ways can health issues in other countries affect you.
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	In what ways has the Internet changed people's lives?
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	How does communications technology affect international efforts at solving worldwide problems?
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	What byproducts of computer technology development affect health and welfare in the United States and abroad?
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	What success have efforts had to encourage women to enter science and technology fields nationally in your country?  Internationally? 
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	What advances in solar power and other alternative energy sources exist today?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 
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	Create a survey asking questions about the most important science and technology issues.   Have your classmates and parents respond and discuss the answers.
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	Talk with local groups who are focusing on science and technology issues you are interested in and find out about their work.
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	Explore and debate the ethical issues people are posing with regard to scientific research.
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	Make a timeline of significant milestones communications tools. 
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	Research the latest findings with regard to global warming and planetary health.
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	Make a list of alternative forms of energy and how they are utilized nationally in your country and worldwide.
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	Create a timeline of significant milestones in space exploration. 
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	Develop a survey to find out how your friends and family members feel about the future of space exploration.
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	Make a list of the most notable women, in your country and worldwide, who have made contributions in the fields of science and technology.


E. Content Standards (USA)
F. Related Resources
http://www.scitechresources.gov/scitech-portals.htm
http://www.enc.org/
http://www.nsf.gov/
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/
http://www.nas.edu/
http://www.beyonddiscovery.org/
http://www.exploratorium.edu/climate/index.html
http://www.k12science.org/curriculum/genproj/
http://museum.agropolis.fr/english/default.htm
http://www.powayschools.com/projects/ewe2/
http://www.pusd.info/projects/dolly/main.htm
http://www.nasa.gov/
http://windows.engin.umich.edu/
http://observe.ivv.nasa.gov/
http://www.advancedbuildings.org/
http://www.connectingthecontinent.com/ctcwebsite/
http://www.nationalgeographic.com/wildworld/
Doors to Diplomacy Category 5:
Safety and Security

A. Task: 
Produce a website that raises awareness about peacekeeping efforts, combating terrorism, and nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction.

B. Learning Objectives:
1. Students will be able to demonstrate the role diplomacy plays in combating terrorism and controlling weapons of mass destruction (WMD).

2. Students will be able to give examples of their country's peacemaking efforts currently and throughout history.

3. Students will be able to describe their country's efforts to prevent the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction and the importance of other peacekeeping efforts.

4. Students will understand the role of international relations in the aftermath of Sept. 11 and other terrorist attacks.

C. Discussion Questions: 
These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topics of peacekeeping, combating terrorism, and nonproliferation of weapons of mass destruction.
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	What is the definition of peace?
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	What is the importance of peace? Are there other things more important?
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	Who are some of the world’s most famous peacemakers?
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	What characteristics and qualities do peacemakers share?
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	What have these peacemakers done for humanity?
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	What is the definition of terrorism?
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	What are some of the causes and effects of terrorism? Why do terrorists do what they do?
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	How does terrorism affect world peace?
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	What is being done to combat terrorism?
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	How does diplomacy work to prevent terrorism?
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	What are weapons of mass destruction?
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	Which countries possess weapons of mass destruction?
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	What events in history involved WMD? What were long-term affects of these?
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	What did the international community learn about previous terrorism incidents and WMD uses?
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	How is the production of weapons of mass destruction being controlled?
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	What steps are taken in case of an emergency related to weapons of mass destruction?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 
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	Create a hall of fame of peacemakers around the world.
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	Collect and illustrate famous peace quotations for pamphlets or wall murals. 
(i.e. “I destroy my enemy by making him my friend.” - Abraham Lincoln)
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	Make a list of songs that have peace themes. Make a chart listing the common messages.
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	Write your own peace song or peace chant.
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	Author a collective peace poem. 
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	Create peace posters.
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	Contribute your opinions to online peace discussions.
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	Hold a class debate regarding foreign policy on weapons of mass destruction.
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	Create an information handbook on how different countries combat terrorism.
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	Design anti-terrorism badges and bumper stickers. 
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	Design a catalogue of safety equipment categories such as Protective Clothing, Breathing Apparatus, Medical Equipment, Chemical and Biological Detectors, and Decontamination Equipment.
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	Produce a plan containing information your family members need to know about how to react to a security threat, disaster or emergency situation.


E. Content Standards (USA)
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	See national standards aligned to project activities.


F. Related Resources

http://www.cnn.com/SPECIALS/2001/nobel.100/peace.html
http://www.thecommunity.com/crisis/
http://www.celebratingpeace.com/Peacemakers.htm
http://www.indianchild.com/Peace_Quotations.htm
http://www.globalsecurity.org/wmd/
http://www.epa.gov/swercepp/ct-epro.htm
http://www.terrorism.com/index.shtml
http://www.terrorismanswers.com/weapons/dirtybomb.html
http://www.childrennow.org/newsroom/news-01/ra-9-11-01.cfm
Doors to Diplomacy Category 6:
History of Foreign Relations

A. Task: 
Produce a website that teaches about past foreign policy initiatives and significant historical events in diplomacy. 

B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to describe major foreign policy initiatives for their county and worldwide.

2. Students will be able to describe significant milestones in diplomacy and their outcomes.

3. Students will relate past diplomatic efforts to today’s global situation. 

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topic of foreign relations and historical events in diplomacy. 
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	What does the term "foreign relations" mean?
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	Do the terms foreign policy and diplomacy mean the same thing?
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	What do you know about your country's role in foreign policy initiatives?
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	How can you find out more about your county's role in foreign policy initiatives?

	[image: image164.png]



	What milestones in diplomatic history are most significant in your country?
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	How do these events affect or relate to current international relations?
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	Do diplomats and world leaders learn from past events and situations?
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	What crises could have been prevented by learning from past events?
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	What role does the media play in influencing foreign policy?
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	What is the best way to stay informed about foreign affairs?
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	What does the term "propaganda" mean? 
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	Does a country's position on foreign policy represent the opinion of all of its citizens?
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	Why was the United Nations established?
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	What is the current role of United Nations?
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	What were the major wars? Why were they fought? How did the wars come to an end?
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	How are civil wars the same or different from "world wars?"
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	How do children and other citizens in war torn countries cope?
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	Who are the world leaders today and what are their opinions on foreign policy issues such as "War Against Terrorism"
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	What political person can you think of today, who will be remembered in the future? What will they be remembered for?
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	Is there more peace and human rights throughout the world today, than in the past? Why or why not?
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	What can citizens do to make an impact on how their country handles foreign policy issues?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 

1. Make a graphical timeline of significant historical events in diplomacy. 

2. Make a list of the foreign embassies in your country and contact them for information and brochures. 

3. Contribute a question to the Online Ask an Ambassador- http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/email.html 
4. Research the United Nations and review the goals . 

5. Participate in a Model UN conference. http://www.un.org/cyberschoolbus/modelun/prep.html 
6. Engage in a class debate about a foreign policy issue relevant to your country. 

7. Collect statistical information to compare nations. - http://www.cyberschoolbus.un.org/infonation/info.asp 
8. Conduct a school survey about a relevant foreign policy issue. 

9. Read biographies and online reflections of people who have been exposed to war. 

10. Invite elders from your community to visit your classroom and discuss their experiences from past wars. 

11. Identify different ways that wars have been depicted. 

12. Use world maps to mark visual representations of the different wars, and historical events in diplomacy. 

E. Content Standards (USA)
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	See national standards aligned to project activities. http://globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/categories/standards.html



F. Related Resources
http://www.foreignaffairs.org/
http://www.un.org/aboutun/index.html
http://www.state.gov/kids/
http://www.globalkids.org/leadership/council_foreign_relations.html
http://bensguide.gpo.gov/
http://bized.ac.uk/virtual/dc/
http://www.thinkquest.org/library/lib/site_sum_outside.html?tname=25909&url=25909
http://globalization.about.com/blgznews.htm
Doors to Diplomacy Category 7:
Health and Environmental Awareness Issues

A. Task: 
Produce a website that teaches about how countries can work together to address health and environmental issues (i.e. to protect natural resources, eliminate world hunger, promote better healthcare access, etc.). 

B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to list examples of ways countries are working together to address health and environmental issues.

2. Students will be able to describe the impact their behaviors have on the environment and take individual action for positive change.

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topics global health and environmental issues.
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	What worldwide environmental issues are most compelling today?

	[image: image183.png]



	Why does the environmental policy of one country affect others?
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	What can individual citizens do to help protect the environment?
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	What does the term, "Think globally, act locally" mean?
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	What is being done about air and water quality where you live?
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	What natural resources exist where you live and in your country?

	[image: image188.png]



	What resources must your country import from elsewhere?
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	What are some of the medical and health concerns in your country?  Are these issues of concern in other countries?
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	How do health issues in other countries affect citizens in your country?
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	How is the topic of hunger addressed in the your country and in other countries around the world?

	[image: image192.png]



	How are people with disabilities helped in your community?


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 

	[image: image193.png]



	Develop a questionnaire/survey to determine the most world's most environmentally conscientious companies.  Discuss the results. Decide on an appropriate award or presentation for that company or business. 
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	Elected officials at all levels make decisions that impact the environment. Call or write them to find out what they are doing to preserve and protect the environment. 
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	Find out about international efforts to control disease and promote health.
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	Research opposing views on the topics you are interested in. 
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	Talk with local groups who are focusing on health and environmental issues and find out about their work.
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	List the various programs at your school and community that deal with the environment. Explain the background of these programs.
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	Explain how people in your community have changed in regard to environmental awareness. Find an older person who has lived in your area prior to 1960 and develop a "The Way Things Used to Be" experience sheet. 
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	Investigate how waste produced in our homes and schools--trash, hazardous materials, sewage, urban run-off and litter--impacts local habitats. 
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	Check with your community and/or city council to find out what development plans are being made and how they will affect the environment. 
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	If possible, arrange for the class to visit the nearest landfill. Call the site in advance to request an official guide. If this is not possible, arrange for an official to visit the class to present key information about modern landfills. 
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	Brainstorm with the class a list of questions related to the effects of poor trash disposal on the health and life spans of people during specific periods in history and in specific geographical locations, such as the Middle Ages in Europe. 


E. Content Standards (USA)
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	See national standards aligned to project activities. http://globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/categories/standards.html



F. Related Resources
http://www.niehs.nih.gov/
http://www.brown.edu/Departments/World_Hunger_Program/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/
http://www.scitechresources.gov/browse-57.htm
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/bms/narrate.html
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/tesan/index.html
http://www.zip.com.au/~elanora/trees.html
http://www.zip.com.au/~elanora/rivers.html
Doors to Diplomacy Category 8:
Arts and Culture

 A. Task: 

Produce a website that teaches how countries and regions can build better relationships through the sharing and promoting of international arts and culture.

Read rules and instructions.
B. Learning Objectives: 

1. Students will demonstrate how art and culture play an important part in creating community and in fostering an understanding between different countries. 

2. Students will take an active role in documenting and preserving their country's culture. 

3. Students will better understand their country's history by tracing a timeline of it's cultural heritage.

C. Discussion Questions: 

These discussion questions are provided to introduce the topic of how countries and regions can build better relationships through the sharing and promoting of international arts and culture.
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	What do you consider to be unique or traditional forms of art, music, and dance existing today in your community?
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	From which countries or regions did these art forms and culture originate?
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	What are some interesting forms of art, music, and dance from countries around the world?
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	What are some unique holidays and celebrations in your community and from other places around the world?
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	How are these celebrations and arts similar and how are they different?
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	What do you think can be discovered about a particular culture from their traditional artwork, music and dance?

	[image: image211.png]



	How does sharing local culture and art contribute to a larger community experience: festivals, history, holidays, religion, family, education, story-telling, and politics?
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	How have global communication methods such as the Internet and satellite television influenced our understanding of the visual arts and celebrations of other cultures?
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	What are local  communities and other peoples of the world doing to preserve their unique cultural heritage?
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	What local art or culture has garnered attention beyond your community? 
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	How is your community actively sharing their own arts and culture? 
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	How important do you think celebrating arts and culture are to cultural identity?

 


D. Suggested Starter Activities: 

The traditional art, music, ceremonies, and celebrations which have evolved over many centuries establish a unique cultural identity for a group of people or a nation.  Much can be learned about the history, religion, government, social structure and values of the peoples of the world through a study of their cultural characteristics.

1. List some of the cultures of the world and the characteristics that make them unique. 

2. Visit the library, local museums or do an Internet search to find out more about the art, music, dance, architecture, celebrations or ceremonies of some of the cultures of the world. 

3. Compare and contrast cultures by creating a chart listing their differences and similarities. 

4. List ways that cultures may have influenced each other over the centuries through trade and other communication. 

5. Create a timeline placing the development of each culture in chronological order. 

6. Collect some examples of music from around the world.  Have students try to list the different instruments as they listen to selection. 

7. Attend local cultural performances. Listen and watch for qualities which make that cultural event special. 

8. Look at examples of traditional artwork and architecture from the cultures of the world.  Ask students to try to identify how the works were created.  

9. Through discussion, guide students to discover about the use of natural resources in traditional artwork and architecture. 

10. Through discussion, guide students to discover what can be learned about government, religion, values and daily life of a culture through the study of their art. 

11. Look at examples of modern artwork and architecture from the cultures of the world.  Ask students to identify traditional elements in each example. 

12. Make a list of unique cultural celebrations and ceremonies and conduct an internet search to find out about their origins and costumes. 

13. Name some unique traditional forms of dance from various cultures and use resource people, the library, or internet resources to find examples to show students.  Have students try to learn some of the dance steps.  Through discussion, guide them to discover what can be learned about a culture through their dance, music and costumes. 

14. Compare the different types of music in your community and determine if there are any recurrent themes in the music you're identifying (history, myths, culture, social or political struggle).

15. Make a list of some of the more unique instruments and have students research the history of the instrument. 

16. Ask students to identify examples of how musical artists of today incorporate characteristics and instruments from the traditional music of other cultures. 

17. Look for similarities and differences between the music of your community and popular music played at a national level. Decide which music speaks more closely to your everyday experiences, and why.

18. Interview local artists and musicians. Learn how long they've been involved in music, dance or art and what were the factors which lead them in that direction. This would also be a good opportunity to identify the influences of each individual artist. Who were their teachers? Whose styles helped shape their own? 

19. Musical styles are rarely created in a vacuum. Most music is a combination of a number of different sources. Trace the history and create a timeline of local musical traditions to identify the diverse influences that have helped shape the music that is performed in your community today.

20. Create a catalog of local arts and culture which includes recordings, photographs, reviews and interviews. 

E. Content Standards: 
As outlined in the National Standards for Arts Education:
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	Students should be able to communicate at a basic level in the four arts disciplines—dance, music, theatre, and the visual arts. This includes knowledge and skills in the use of the basic vocabularies, materials, tools, techniques, and intellectual methods of each arts discipline. 
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	Students should be able to communicate proficiently in at least one art form, including the ability to define and solve artistic problems with insight, reason, and technical proficiency. 
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	Students should be able to develop and present basic analyses of works of art from structural, historical, and cultural perspectives, and from combinations of those perspectives. This includes the ability to understand and evaluate work in the various arts disciplines. 
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	Students should have an informed acquaintance with exemplary works of art from a variety of cultures and historical periods, and a basic understanding of historical development in the arts disciplines, across the arts as a whole, and within cultures. 
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	Students should be able to relate various types of arts knowledge and skills within and across the arts disciplines. This includes mixing and matching competencies and understandings in art-making, history and culture, and analysis in any arts-related project. 
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	National Standards for Arts Education: Learn more


F. Related Resources
http://icom.museum/vlmp
http://lessonplancentral.com/lessons/Social_Studies/World_Cultures/index1.htm
http://www.kidlink.org/KIDPROJ/MCC/
http://eawc.evansville.edu/index.htm
http://witcombe.bcpw.sbc.edu/ARTHLinks.html
http://www.educationindex.com/art/
http://www.ccph.com/
http://www.nmaa.si.edu/
http://www.he.net/~archaeol/wwwarky/wwwarky.html
http://www.holidayfestival.com/
http://www.si.umich.edu/CHICO/MHN/enclpdia.html
http://www.jinjapan.org/kidsweb/
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/rgs99/index.html
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/dimotiko/ergasia/index.html
http://www.globalschoolnet.org/archive.cfm?URL=webs/bces/index.htm
Project Narrative

Important: The Project Narrative must be submitted using the project narrative form. You may access the project narrative form in your personal Checklist.

Your project must contain a Project Narrative that provides important information about your project to the judges and other viewers of your site.

The goal of Doors to Diplomacy is to raise awareness about the importance of international affairs and diplomacy. You will document your achievement of this goal in your Project Narrative. 

An outstanding project narrative will tell an interesting story about your project and its impact upon student learning and within your community. It will clearly show how the project meets or exceeds objectives for both the Doors to Diplomacy contest and the category in which it's entered. 

Students and coaches should work together to complete the Project Narrative. Discuss each section. Brainstorm ideas and wording. Assign team members to create a  draft. Discuss their draft with the group until the group reaches a consensus, and then complete the narrative. 

Describes Your Team

Your narrative describes your "team" and shows how your project brought your team together to work towards a common goal. Describe how each member of your team contributed to your project. Your narrative should clearly describe the project's educational value. Of course, the contents of your project web pages should support the claims you make in the project narrative. 

Chronicles Your Project

The Project Narrative is a valuable chronicle of your project for your parents, administrators, and members of your community to help them understand and appreciate your efforts and accomplishments in putting this project together. The Project Narrative "documents" the student learning that has occurred.

 Hyperlinks to Your Project

The Project Narrative page contains a hyperlink directly to your Doors to Diplomacy project so that visitors will understand the story behind the creation of your project. 

 Hyperlinks to Your Bibliography

The Project Narrative contains a hyperlink that directs viewers to a bibliography in which you cite your sources and document where your information came from.

Importance of the Project Narrative

Past participants have reported that completing the Project Narrative was a valuable and worthwhile activity. This kind of reflection and reporting will be a useful conclusion to your learning project. Many participants use the information in their Project Narratives to apply for grants and to make reports to their school boards.

The deadline for submitting your Project Narrative and your final Doors for Diplomacy project entry is midnight, on the deadline date.  Check the timeline for deadline dates.

Important: The Project Narrative must be submitted using the Project Narrative form. You may access the project narrative form in your personal Checklist.

important: The Project Narrative must be submitted using the project narrative form. You may access the project narrative form in your personal Checklist.

Project Narrative Form
  Your Project Title

  Link to Our Entry

  Your Entry Category
Number of Students who worked on this Project students, Ages of Students who worked on this Project worked together to complete this project on Date that Project was Finished. They have participated in CyberFair/Doors to Diplomacy in the following years): List of Years you have participated in CyberFair/Doors to Diplomacy 

Team Members: Names of the students and adult coaches that participated (maximum: 4 students and 2 adult coaches) 

E-Mail contact: Link to Project Email Contact 

School/Organization: Your School Name 

School/Organization Web Site: Link to Our School Web Site 

Bibliography and Citations: Link to Our Project Bibliography 

1. Description of "Our Community" 

Describe what you consider to be your "local community." ( NOTE: "community" need not be restricted by geographic location.) 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters). You may use the same description that you submit in your final entry form. 

2. Summary of Our Project 

Write a brief overview of what your CyberFair Web Project is all about. 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters). You may use the same description that you submit in your final entry form. 

3. CyberFair Theme

Explain how your project supports this year's CyberFair theme

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters). 

4. Our Computer and Internet Access 

A. Percentage of students using the Internet at home: Your Answer 

B. Number of workstations with Internet access in the classroom: Your Answer 

C. Connection speed used in the classroom: Your Answer 

D. Number of years our classroom has been connected to the Internet: Your Answer 

E. Additional comments concerning your computer and/or Internet access (Optional): 

Limit your comments to 150 words (1000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here. 

5. Problems We Had To Overcome 

Write a brief description of the barriers, including technical obstacles, that you and your students faced during this project. Tell how you overcame or otherwise dealt with these obstacles. 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here. 

6. Our Project Sound Bite 

Write ONE (or two) sentences that BEST summarize what your participation in CyberFair has meant to either your students, your school, or your community. 

Limit your comments to 150 words (1000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

7. How did your activities and research for this International Schools CyberFair Project support standards, required coursework and curriculum standards? 

Questions to Consider

Which content standards did your CyberFair project address?

How did this project fit into your required school, district, or state curriculum guidelines?

What new skills did you learn? 

What group concepts did you practice? 

How do you better understand specific ideas? 

How does your project fit into the requirements for your school or class? 

What discoveries did you make about your educational system? About the role you play in your school community? 

Has using the Internet for teaching and learning been more effective than traditional methods? If so, explain?

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

1) What information tools & technologies did you used to complete your CyberFair project? 

This list can include things like :-

1. number and type of computers

2. telephones

3. TV and radio stations 

4. video and digital still cameras 

5. digitizers and scanners 

6. tape recorders 

7. Internet video or other teleconferencing 

8. type computer software 

9. libraries 

10. books, newspapers

11. museums 

12. oral interviews

Questions to Consider 

How did these tools help you? 

Where did you locate each tool? 

Were any tools donated by businesses or schools? 

What were your most valuable tools? Why? 

Which technologies were the most helpful? How? 

Be sure and tell any unique or unusual ways your students used information tools and technologies. 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

2) In what ways did you act as "ambassadors" and spokespersons for your CyberFair project both on-line and in person. 

An "ambassador" is a person who represents his or her country or, in this case, school or organization. In order to accomplish this project your students probably contacted and talked to people in your community... in person, through letters and phone calls, and through email. During those contacts, students probably had to tell them about this project and some of the other things that you were doing at school. 

In this section, tell about the different ways that students contacted people in your community. 

We would also like to hear about any interesting anecdotes or stories or outcomes of those contacts. For instance, did you get any visitors or donated services because of your contacts? Are people impressed with the work that you are doing? How did they tell you they are impressed? 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

3) What has been the impact of your project on your community? 

Realizing that your web site may not have been up very long, describe how your involvement in this project has strengthened the "relationship" between your school and your local community, or describe the anticipated impact your project will have in the future.

Questions to Consider 

Will your project made a difference? 

What is unique about your presentation within your community?

Have people in your community learned new things through your Web pages? 

Have other people around the world learned new things about your community?

Have you established some new working relationships with people in the community? Who besides you and your students has looked at your Web pages?

What kind of feedback have you received?

How has your Web site helped them?

Be sure you tell about the good things that your project has done at your school or organization, among your parents, and within your community... whether they have anything to do with technology or not. 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

4) How did your project involve other members of your community as helpers and volunteers? 

Most CyberFair teams need lots of advice and help to complete their entry... did yours??? 

Tell about your helpers: who they were, how you found and asked them, how they helped. This is a great place to give them great big thanks. You can even link their stories to some pictures if you have them. (Be sure you have their permission to publish their pictures first, however.) 

Also tell about those long-distance helpers who provided assistance from across the miles via the Internet. 

Limit your comments to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

5) Discoveries, Lessons and Surprises (Optional) 

Were there interesting discoveries you made, lessons you learned, or surprises that occurred as a result of this project? If so, take the time to share these insights and observations with your audience. Did this project lead to other awards or recognitions? Would you recommend this project to others?

Limit your comments here to 300 words (2000 characters) or less. If you have a compelling story to tell, then create a Web page as part of your project pages and make a link here.

Sample Project Narrative of Past Winner from India

Doors to Diplomacy Project ID: 3676 
Close this Window

 Title: Vasudhaiv Kutumbkam- All the World is But One

Category: 5. International Security

URL: http://www.effortsunited.com

Bibliography: http://www.effortsunited.com/bibliography.htm 

School: Ryan International School 

 Gurgaon, Haryana, India 

4 students, ages 17, 16, 13, 17 worked together to complete this Doors to Diplomacy project on March 14, 2005. They have participated in Doors to Diplomacy in the following year(s): 2005 

Classes and Teachers: Mrs.Madhuri Parti, Rahul Mukherjee, Alisha, Rewan, Smriti, Wishal 

E-Mail contact:  CLICK HERE 

Our School's Web Site: http:// 

1. Description of Our Team 

Some men see things and ask “why?” I dream things that never were and ask “why not?” said George Bernard Shaw; and we asked ourselves,'WHY NOT?' WHY NOT unite and face threats to peace and security? WHY NOT be the ripple that sets currents of change rolling? And so, ‘we’ joined hands; diverse in our attitudes, yet united in our vision. MRS. MADHURI PARTI- an educationist par excellence believes “stead fastness is quality of the soul, it is something which we unfold; never mind the failures, rise with fresh vigor and everything is conquered by the giant force of will'. RAHUL MUKHERJEE- the intrepid artist and logician, espouses an unconventional yet pragmatic approach towards all he does. ALISHA (17yrs), the perfectionist, analyzes and conjures uncommon facets of common perspectives. REWAN (16 yrs), the go- getter, doesn’t tread a beaten path but believes in leaving behind a blazing trail. SMRITI (13 yrs) the optimist feels, if you have hope you can see the invisible, feel the intangible and achieve the impossible. WISHAL (17yrs) the visionary, isn’t afraid to take a big step, for he says 'you can’t cross a chasm in two small jumps' We shared the responsibility of developing concepts, conducting research and building our web-site and community in a manner as would ensure an optimum learning experience. Smriti role-played our English teacher with élan, framing reading schedules for each of us. Wishal had a tough time organizing meetings and ensuring that we kept pace with our deadlines. Alisha almost had her eyes turn red as she edited and re-edited the web-site content. There was all but envy for Rewan as he made certain each link worked correctly. While Rahul helped us set-up the community, it was our Principal, Mrs. Parti who guided and motivated us incessantly. There were challenges to meet and hurdles to overcome, yet what motivated us was the fact that ‘our cause’ was greater than ‘any differences’. ‘Doors to Diplomacy’ has provided us a platform to explore and express our innate abilities. We have sowed the dream of a glorious future and it is our faith that ‘it would’ crystallize into a reality. We have dared to dream… and why not? 

2. Summary of Our Project 

ALL THE WORLD IS BUT ONE yet how divided we stand today! And this division is our greatest weakness, threatening not only International Security but also the sustainability of our planet. The web of devastation goes on enlarging from violence, aggression and insurgency to terrorism and conventional wars. Ironically through, we often forget to look at the demons within….violence and aggression have become a part of our lives. There is a terrorist within each of us and while we think of external measures to fight the threats to International Security, we forget that “the most important of life’s battles is the one we fight in the silent chambers of the soul”. So let us learn to be at peace with ourselves; so that we can live in peaceful coexistence with each other. In our analysis of International Security we have adopted a twin-approach of ‘insight’ and ‘foresight’ –an insight into human aspirations, global realities and the roots of global security threats; the foresight of a world with enduring peace, security and stability; a world where mutual cooperation underlies diplomacy. This multi-dimensional approach assisted us in overcoming our prejudiced opinions on various issues; we were prompted to see the past as an inspiration and not for imitation, for continuity but not repetition. It instilled in us the hope of a tomorrow that ignites new life into every breath. We discovered how we as individuals can contribute to global peace and discovered novel ways to involve our community in this vision for a secure world. It is our firm belief that we can overcome all strife, meet all challenges and be the creators of our destiny...when our EFFORTS UNITE! 

3. Our Computer and Internet Access 

A. Percentage of students using the Internet at home: 21-50% 

B. Number of workstations with Internet access in the classroom: 2-3 

C. Connection speed used in the classroom: dial-up modem 

D. Number of years our classroom has been connected to the Internet: 2-3 

E. Additional comments concerning your computer and/or Internet access (Optional): 

Our School has pioneered in bringing the concept of multimedia aided education to classrooms. The school maintains “JIL” packages, which comprise clippings as well as textual tidbits related to the chapters. An assortment of videos from biological to theological and archaeological, have been made available. The most remarkable output generated from this package, has been the amalgamation of technology with regular coursework and the ease of adaptability shown by students and teachers alike. 

4. Problems We Had To Overcome 

Much has been said and written about International Security. Our primary challenge lay in bringing out hitherto unrevealed aspects of the issue and contributing in our own small ways to global peace. Our ‘Foresight-Insight Approach’ and a portal-based web-site seemed ideal for this. Also, we adopted the adage ‘Think Global, Act Local’ to involve our community in our efforts. Naming of the project: Different names were suggested ranging from Urdu to Roman semantics. Conclusion was brought through extensive research and with help of our coaches. India being a nation of diverse cultures, our members were exposed to dissimilar cultural backgrounds and even polar opinions in some cases. Our members are avidly involved in extracurricular activities as well as hold offices in the Students Council. With three of them having their crucial board exams filled our calendars with deadlines. Online Search Engines and hoards of results invalidate information. Minimal use of search engines was made to find our research material directly; instead we used them as indices leading to credible organizations and libraries. Getting interview appointments took a lot of negotiation. Consolidating our informational database took as much time as our site designing. Technical: Locating a long-term secure hosting service, which we managed to solve by setting up a dedicated dual Xeon server. We lost a lot of time trying to stay connected and completing ftp transfers. Setting up the database driven community was a major challenge. Walking the last mile was the toughest! Little extras add to make a big difference; encouraged by our coaches, we made sure we put in a LOT of the little extras. 

5. Our Project Sound Bite 

“The willow knows what the storm does not: the power to endure harm is greater than the power to inflict it.” Hatred reigns supreme as man seems to have embarked on a journey downhill. Isn’t it time we stare adversity in its face and overturn the saga of endurance into a saga of fortitude? Violence, terrorism, wars– threaten the security and sustainability of our world; and we are the biggest stakeholders in its consequences. It is imperative to free ourselves from the shackles of slumber and embrace the future in all its glory and splendor. So let us, LIVE IN PEACE, NOT IN PIECES! 

6. How did your activities and research for this Doors to Diplomacy Project support standards, required coursework and curriculum standards? 

We completed our project in four steps as per the Gantt chart or the Plan-Do-Check-Act Cycle. Our web site content and layout were carefully planned on the basis of inputs from our School Counselor, military experts, eminent educationist, research scientists, a technical analyst and design students. Our aim was to broaden our own spectrum of thought and develop a website that is informative as well as interactive. We decided to involve not only a particular age group or stratum but also a cross-section of society. We used the C.B.S.E (Central Board of Secondary Education) curriculum as the ‘initiation point’ and from their on conducted extensive research by visiting libraries, interviewing experts, contacting NGO’s and net browsing. The prescribed C.B.S.E curricula for Sociology, History, Psychology, Political Science (grades 11-12), Social Science (grades 8-10) along with GCE ‘A’-Levels (History) were consulted. Our knowledge of Economics and Statistics assisted us in graphical analysis and surveys; while studying Computer Science and Informatics made us techno-savvy. As we furthered the base of our research, we enhanced skills of observation, interpretation, analysis and compilation along with the 3 R’s (Reading, Writing and Arithmetic). The Internet enables access to a plethora of information; however, we were careful in trusting only credible sources. As part of our endeavor to make our research scientific and bias-free, we employed innovative learning techniques and group skills such as brainstorming and peer-learning along with the principle of Kaizen or 'continuous improvement'. Audio-visual aids were used extensively and field-trips were organized to create a novel learning experience. We have thus, attempted to integrate and advance different perspectives as well as first hand research to not only further our understanding of global issues but also develop our capabilities and contribute to society. Our curriculum is framed to spark creativity and impart training in citizenship building. With the assistance of our teachers we have extended these objectives to be able to meet the challenges of the future with panache. 

1) What information tools & technologies did you used to complete your Doors to Diplomacy project? 

We had access to the internet through our 64kbps line downs at home and two internet able workstations at school. Given our limitations of Internet connectivity, our coach converted his desktop into a local server running on apache and PHP to run a prototype of the website. We referred to various online sources regarding website concepts and finally chose the three tier system which was 'Front-end content', 'back-end community' and 'tertiary database' as our site-model. 

The Front-end was designed specifically in HTML, JAVA, CSS and Flash without any database connections because we learnt of the potential 'hack ability' and short term life of putting content on a database driven environment. Even though we were on a firewall and anti-virus protected server environment online we didn't want to take any chances. The front-end was designed using Macromedia Studio 2004 and Adobe Suite for both hard coded scripts and graphic designing. The drop down navigation elements were constructed using CSS style sheets which two members of the team spent an extensive amount of time on, to learn. 

The backend community was to be the heart of our website. Running on one of the top, open source mySQL based forum software’s called IPB2 (Invision power board 2) we spent months learning its internal functioning and completely remodeled the free software to our own needs. Everything on the community is constructed from open source PHP scripts at www.invisionize.com. IPB 2 operates on PHP 4, HTML, mySQL, JAVA, CSS, FLASH & language packs. 

To hold users interests in the website for discuss the topics put in the front-end, we setup a fully modular portal, an internet links directory, a download center, an image gallery, a streaming audio jukebox for listening to peace-songs composed by the team. Ability to sketch in every post a member makes allows graphical representation of ideas and a quotes display which runs off the database filled with quotes was uploaded. A full Chat room completely integrated into the IPB database with log storage. 

The tertiary database is a singular mySQL database. 

2) In what ways did you act as "ambassadors" and spokespersons for your Doors to Diplomacy project both on-line and in person. 

A chain is only as strong as its weakest link and so, we involved the entire community not only as observers but as active participants. For this, we developed an online community and conducted various social projects. Questionnaires were floated online to involve people of all ages in our efforts. The information of the same was given to the 85 branches of Ryan and St. Xavier’s fraternity. Online forums and discussion were encouraged. E-mails were forwarded, inviting people to visit our web-site. A peace wall was marked in the school and a message chain was formed in our city. Advocates, students, rickshaw pullers, vendors- all voiced their concern for peace. We conducted workshops for underprivileged children so that they were not left untouched by this wave of optimism. Articles were printed in the school magazine, local dailies and national magazines. Banners illustrating our effort were put up in our city, thus giving us an instant repute. Our web-site address was printed on stationary bags to get more and more people to visit our web-site. A symposium ‘Advocating Peace’ was held and parents of the students were also invited. They participated with zest in the interjection round. This was followed by a highly interactive training session for Model United Nations. In order to mark the release of the hostages of flight IC 184 the Navigator of the said flight was invited to share his experiences on 31st December 2005. We interviewed and interacted with a galaxy of people to seek their opinions and further our cause. Perhaps the best reaction came from Mr. Howard Madnick from the U.S. Embassy 'I am convinced' he said 'that India is the country that will make the West take notice of itself, in the years to come.' 

3) What has been the impact of your project on your community? 

Effortsunited.com is a part of the larger endeavor to prepare a 'blueprint for the future' and unite efforts towards making it a reality. 'BLUEPRINT FOR THE FUTURE': We foresee a World free from the scourge of wars and terrorism; upholding and ensuring Equality, Liberty and Fraternity. It is our firm belief that 'Peace' is a choice the present generation has to make; the contribution of each individual is important. 'A HUMBLE BEGINNING': Our greatest achievement has been forging meaningful partnerships and strengthening intra and interpersonal relationships. We have chosen to be the thread that weaves the social fabric into a beautiful tapestry. Our web site has given the opportunity to people of all ages and all walks of life to express their opinion freely and exchange their views on global issues. Local students have not only benefited from our content and presentations but have begun to discuss peace initiatives and the ways of combating terrorism in our site forums and chat sessions. This has generated a student community which has become conscious of their role and perpetuated a spark to enthuse them to re-define a new world order of peace. Our web site has given an insight and exposure to both old and young and broadened their intellectual horizons. This has generated a atmosphere of optimism and be allowed them to be equal partners in contributing towards global harmony as individuals. While we do not claim a sea-change in our community, we have tried to make a difference. And we believe, that this is just a beginning... 

4) How did your project involve other members of your community as helpers and volunteers? 

'Our triumphs, our strife... Are all the same; Yet alone we stand today. Isn't it for you, for me? To write our own destiny! Sharing love and care with all; Gathering leaves before they fall.' And so we made a conscious effort to involve members from different walk of life in our project. We sought the feedback and insight of several members of varied age groups of our local community through questionnaires both on paper and on line. Our chat session, online forums and discussions involved the local student community. These members have offered their expertise in several ways including critiquing our content and using our website as a learning tool. In an attempts to authenticate our efforts experts outside the Local community were also interviewed. These included officials of the Ministry of External Affairs, Military bigwigs, displaced Kashmiris the navigator of the hijacked flight IC 814 and Ms. Shalini Dewan of UNIC. The student fraternity of 27 local schools formed a message chain for peace and students also wrote their messages on the peace wall. Our multidimensional approach was substantiated by these individuals whose contributions gave our efforts an impetus to achieve the intended goal. We extend our gratitude to all who readily involved themselves in our efforts for global harmony. 

5) Discoveries, Lessons and Surprises (Optional) 

“In the midst of winter, I finally discovered that within me there was an invincible summer.” Introspection and thoughtful insight helped us know ourselves better. Thus, the most fruitful part of our project lay in rediscovering our innate abilities. On the negative side, we came to face the paradox of history- distorted facts! Opposing sides perceive the same issue in different lights. Above all, we discovered the power of “united efforts” to lend the world a new hue. 

SUGGESTED BIBLIOGRAPHY GUIDE TO CITING SOURCES
When doing original research and publishing a report or project, it is always necessary to identify the source of your information.  This list of sources is called a bibliography.  A bibliography should be listed alphabetically.  The second line of an entry should be indented.  Skip a line after each entry. 

FOR A BOOK:  

Author’s last name, first name. Title of book. Place of publication: Publisher, copyright year. 

example: 

Smith, John. World Leaders. New York: WL Publishing, 2000.

If you only used part of a book: 

Smith, John. World Leaders. New York: WL Publishing, 2000, pp. 17-23. 

FOR AN ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLE THAT IS SIGNED:  

Article author’s last name, first name. "Title of article." Name of encyclopedia. Copyright year. Volume number, page(s). 

example: 

Clark, William W. "Gothic Art." World Book Encyclopedia. 2004.

     Volume 8, pp. 277-278. 

FOR AN ENCYCLOPEDIA ARTICLE THAT ISN’T SIGNED: 

"Title of article." Name of encyclopedia. Copyright year. Volume number, page(s). 

example: 

"North Pole." World Book Encyclopedia. 2003. Volume 20, p.155. 

FOR A MAGAZINE OR NEWSPAPER ARTICLE:  

Article author’s last name, first name. "Title or headline of article." Name of magazine or newspaper. Date of magazine or newspaper, page(s). 

example: 

McGill, Kristy. "A Baltic Scramble." Newsweek. May, 2003, p. 32. 

FOR AN INTERNET ADDRESS: 

Author’s last name, first name. "Title of item." [Online] Available  

http://address/filename, date of document or download. 

example: 

Fried, David. "Temple Heights students speak with arctic explorer." [Online]

    http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2004/04/27/news//4_26_0421_21_58.txt

This example of how to cite an INTERNET source was downloaded from this online source. 

FOR AUDIOVISUAL MATERIALS:  

Title of material. Type of material. Place of publication: Publisher, copyright date. 

example: 

Bizet’s Dream. Videotape. New York: Sony Wonder, 1998. 

FOR A CD-ROM: 

"Article title." CD-ROM title. CD-ROM. Copyright date. 

example: 

"Titanic Disaster." Encarta 99 Encyclopedia. CD-ROM. 1999. 

FOR AN INTERVIEW:  

Name of person interviewed (last name first). Kind of interview. Date. 

example: 

Duffy, Larry. Personal interview. June 13, 2004. 

Your finished bibliography should be alphabetized by the first word of the entry and will look something like this: 

BIBLIOGRAPHY/WORKS CITED

Bizet’s Dream. Videotape. New York: Sony Wonder, 1998. 

Clark, William W. "Gothic Art." World Book Encyclopedia. 2004. 

     Volume 8, pp. 284-286. 

Duffy, Larry. Personal interview. June 13, 2004. 

Fried, David. "Temple Heights students speak with arctic explorer." [Online]

    http://www.nctimes.com/articles/2004/04/27/news//4_26_0421_21_58.txt

McGill, Kristy. "A Baltic Scramble." Faces. May, 2003, p. 27. 

"North Pole." World Book Encyclopedia. 2003. Volume 20, p.155.  

Smith, John. World Leaders. New York: WL Publishing, 2000, pp. 17-23.

"Titanic Disaster." Encarta 99 Encyclopedia. CD-ROM. 1999. 

Introduction to Peer Review

Peer Review is a very important part of the CyberFair Contest! CyberFair participants must evaluate and submit reviews on six (or more) other CyberFair entries (in categories that are different than theirs). The highest scoring entries in each category are submitted to our distinguished panel of international judges for final evaluation.

Students must realize that this is not a game or a pointless exercise. Rather, their judgments are important, critical, and real. Other people are depending on them to do a good job... in the same way that they will depend on other schools to do a good job in reviewing their project. Since students must learn to critically evaluate all kinds of information resources around them, the Peer Review portion of CyberFair gives the teacher an excellent opportunity to help their students learn these   evaluation skills. 

Each review should take a approximately one hour, so please allow enough time to do a good job. And, please, please don't wait until the last minute. You know there are always unexpected technical problems.

We also encourage reviews from the community. If you are not a CyberFair participant, we invite you to become an authorized CyberFair Reviewer. Learn more.

Each year, Peer Review is one of the most popular activities of CyberFair! 

How it Works

Only registered participants and registered, approved reviewers may submit CyberFair evaluations. 

By the peer review start date we will assign you six CyberFair Projects to evaluate. You can check the web for your projects review assignments. (We will also notify you by email.) 

Next, follow the step-by-step instructions to organize and conduct the Peer Review process in your school. 

You may submit only one evaluation for each project. This means that you and your students must collaborate on the review and reach a consensus. 
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	There are no anonymous reviews. The projects that you review will see your scores, your comments, and your email address. Therefore, your students must be prepared to answer questions about their scoring judgments. This process will help your students to understand the need for integrity and to accept their responsibility. 



	


Deadline for submitting all six evaluations can be found on the timeline. 

Scoring Process Explained

The CyberFair Peer Review Evaluation Rubric is divided into six sections, labeled from "A" to "F". 

For scoring purposes, these six sections are grouped into three major categories. The chart below shows the three categories and the sections that comprise them with the maximum points for each: 

	I. CyberFair Theme
	10 points

		A. Fits CyberFair Theme

	10

	points



	

	II. Content/Organization
15 points
B. Ideas and Content

5

points

C. Organization

5

points

D. Language Conventions

5

points



	III. hypermedia/Technical
10 points
E. Presentation

5

points

F. Technical

5

points



	Maximum score: 1500 points 
(10 X 15 X 10 = 1500)


A well-known problem in many student multimedia projects is that students spend more time on the look and feel (fonts, colors, graphics, effects, etc.) than they do on the ideas and content. 

However, a project that will draw in visitors and then keep their interest must be both visually appealing as well as contextually interesting and well-written. 

In the case of CyberFair projects, the process of sharing and connecting with the community is an especially valuable learning experience. 

Therefore, we use this process when calculating the final scores: 

1. The scores for each of the six sections (A-F) are averaged.

2. The average scores for the sections in each category are added.

3. The totals for each of the three categories are multiplied. 

For instance, if the maximum score for 
   Category I. CyberFair Theme is 10, 
   Category II. Content & Organization is 15, and 
   Category III. hypermedia & Technical is 10, 
then the maximum possible score is 1500 (10 X 15 X 10). 

This scoring method requires students to pay equal attention to all three categories, since a moderate score in all areas can yield a higher total score than one which is high in one area and low in another. 

Simply follow the steps in the next section to prepare and submit your CyberFair Peer Review Evaluations. 

Step-by-Step Evaluation Instructions

1. Preparation: DO THIS NOW!!! 


	[image: image224.png]



	Print a copy of the Peer Review Evaluation Rubric: Color Coded or Monochrome (for B/W printers) 
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	Duplicate and distribute copies of the evaluation rubric to your students. 
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	Explain and discuss the vocabulary and meaning of the criteria with your students. 
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	Practice: have your students use the evaluation rubric to evaluate their own project. Discuss the results. 


	[image: image228.png]



	More practice: If you have time, have students review and discuss projects from previous years. 




	


2. Peer Review Process (view timeline for dates)
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	We will assign you six other CyberFair projects to review. Check back here for your assigned projects. 
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	Duplicate and distribute printed copies of the Peer Review Rubric to your students. 
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	Have your students individually review each project, marking the printed rubric according to the instructions in the next section. 
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	Discuss each project and come to a group consensus about the scores and comments you will assign. 
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	Submit one completed review for each of your assigned projects.

Note: You are free to adopt different review strategies which will meet your own local needs. 





	


3. How to Score a Peer Review Evaluation Rubric 

The Rubric is divided into six major sections labeled A-F. Each section begins with a description of what an "excellent" CyberFair Project should look like to achieve the maximum score in that section. This description is then followed by several scoring criteria, worth from 0 to 5 points. 

For each scoring criterion: 
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	Read the three evaluation statements. Each statement describes the qualities of a web project which would qualify for one of the scores in the left column. 
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	Compare the qualities of the Web project you are reviewing to the qualities described in each evaluation statements. 
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	Choose the statement which best describes the Web project 
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	If the Web project strongly matches the statement you selected, choose the radio button for the higher score to the left. Otherwise, select the radio button for the lower score.



	


  

Which Projects Do You Review?

Only registered participants and registered, approved reviewers may submit CyberFair evaluations. 

Peer Review Assignments will be made available the day before Peer Review begins via email.
Troubleshooting and Help

1. Review the step-by-step instructions before you begin troubleshooting. 

2. You can't submit a form (registration or evaluation): 
We have tested all of our pages and forms with a variety of browsers, versions, and operating systems. When conditions are "right" our forms will work... however, some causes for failure are beyond our control. Here are some steps you can take to get your data to us: 
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	Reload the page (hit the Reload/Refresh button). 
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	Try again later at a different time of day (maybe your gateway, the internet, or our server is too busy). 
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	Clear your browser's memory cache (in settings or options) and then reload the page (hit the Reload/Refresh button). 



	


We've noticed on one of the (unnamed) browsers on one of the (unnamed) computers that we cannot submit multiple evaluations sequentially without first clearing the cache and reloading the "Submit an Evaluation" page between each review.
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	Shut down and re-launch your browser 
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	Try submitting the form using a different browser or a different computer. 
   


	


3. You can't connect with or review your assigned Web project: 

This may happen if the connection to the remote site is too slow, or if the connection fails before pages get loaded, if the project uses features which are too advanced for your browser, or if the remote web site is temporarily unavailable. Please wait a day and then try again.

If you are still unable to connect to one of your assigned projects, Click here to describe the problem you're having. Be sure to include the project's CyberFair entry number and school name. 

Please don't wait until the last minute to let us know you are having problems! Within the time available we will either help to correct the problem or assign you a new project to review. 
 

Sample Peer Review Evaluation Rubric

	Notice to Reviewers: We encourage you to leave thoughtful, relevant comments about this project. It is especially important, when giving low scores of 0,1, or 2, to include comments that will help students understand how they can improve their work.

	A. CyberFair Theme: Share and Unite

	The Theme of International Schools CyberFair is Share and Unite. The purpose of CyberFair is to encourage schools and their communities to use the Internet to establish partnerships, share resources, and work together to accomplish common goals. The extent to which schools actually accomplish this should be described in the Project Narrative. 

An outstanding project narrative will tell an interesting story about the project and its impact within the community. It will clearly show how the project meets or exceeds objectives for both the CyberFair contest and the category in which it's entered. The narrative will define the project's "community" and show that the project was instrumental in bringing this community together to "share and unite" around a common goal. The narrative will clearly describe the project's contribution to both their local community and to the global Internet community. The contents of the project Web pages will lend support to the project narrative. 

	A-1 Theme: CyberFair Project Narrative page
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4 
	Narrative page is present and complete. It tells in detail an interesting and compelling story about the Web project and interactions around the completion of this project. 
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2 
	Narrative page is present and complete. 
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1 
	Narrative Page is present but it may be incomplete, or carelessly or improperly filled in. 
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0
	Narrative Page is missing, or illegible.

	A-2 Theme: CyberFair category in which this project is entered
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4 
	There is clear evidence that the students accomplished or exceeded the learning objectives for their CyberFair category.

	[image: image251.wmf]

3 
[image: image252.wmf]

2 
	Students probably accomplished the learning objectives for their CyberFair category. 
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0 
	There is little or no evidence that students accomplished the learning objectives for their CyberFair category. 

	A-3 Theme: Definition of this project's "community"
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4 
	This project's "Community" is clear and well-defined. 
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2 
	This project's "Community" is adequately defined.
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0 
	This project's "Community" is not defined very well, or the description is missing or incomplete. 

	A-4 Theme: required coursework and curriculum
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4 
	The skills, concepts, ideas and understandings learned not only fulfilled the required curriculum but represented extensive enrichment well beyond the normal classroom experience. 
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2 
	The skills, concepts and ideas helped fulfill required curriculum standards. 
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0 
	It was not clear that this project met required curriculum standards, or else it was clear that it did not meet any curriculum requirements.

	A-5 Theme: Information tools and technology 
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4 
	Students used an impressive variety of information tools and technologies, both within the school and outside in local businesses and organizations, in completing this project. 

	[image: image269.wmf]

3 
[image: image270.wmf]

2 
	Students used a variety of information tools and technologies. 
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0 
	Students used a limited number of information tools and technologies. 

	A-6 Theme: Students' roles as "ambassadors"
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4 
	Students used various effective strategies to locate and contact the different types of people who make up their community. 
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2 
	Students contacted some members of their defined community to participate in this web project. 

	[image: image277.wmf]

1 
[image: image278.wmf]

0 
	There is little or no evidence that students contacted members of the community for involvement in this project. 

	A-7 Theme: Impact on community
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4 
	This project has already had an impact on the community. It is clear that it is making a useful contribution not only to the defined community but to the larger educational and Internet communities as well. 
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2 
	This project shows promise of being a useful and interesting site which contains information that the defined community will be able to use and appreciate.
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0 
	It is not clear that this project will have any value to the defined community. 

	A-8 Theme: Community involvement
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4 
	An interesting variety of community members made significant contributions to this project by helping students and teachers in different ways. 
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2 
	There is some evidence that a range of participants from their defined community were involved in some aspects of the development of the web project. 
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0 
	There is little or no evidence that citizens of the defined community were involved in the development of this web project. 

	A. CyberFair Theme: Share and Unite


	B. Project Ideas and Content

	An excellent Web project will  clearly identify its purpose and their audience. Information and ideas will support the overall purpose and will be written to meet the needs and interests of their audience. 

An important part of the project will come from original and primary sources which are not readily available to the intended audience. These sources can include first-hand observations, measurements, accounts and reflections, original letters, memoirs, and diaries, personal observations, interviews, audio recordings and Quicktime movies, photographs, original art work, creative writing and poetry, period or historical newspaper and magazine articles, and other resources found within the partner community. Sources of all information will be clearly cited or otherwise validated in some way. 

Sources of information will be properly cited to document that copyright ownership has not been violated and to enable the audience to determine the credibility and authority of the information presented. 

Web pages will include relevant information, anecdotes, graphics, and links organized to support and enrich the overall theme or purpose of the project. The content will be clear and focused. 

Finally, it should be apparent that the web authors mastered the content and ideas that went into completing the Web project. 

	B-1 Content: Purpose or main idea

	[image: image291.wmf]
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4 
	There is a clear statement of purpose, theme or main idea for this Web project. It is evident that all parts of the project point back to this main idea/purpose/theme. 
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2 
	The purpose, theme or main idea of this Web project is not clearly stated or may be vague. The ideas and information may not be detailed, personalized, or expanded enough to show a strong sense of purpose throughout the entire project. 
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0 
	This Web project lacks a clear sense of purpose or central theme. The text may be repetitious, or may read like a collection of disconnected, random thoughts. 

	B-2 Content: Supporting details
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4 
	There is a rich variety of relevant supporting information that is useful, adds interest and contributes to an understanding of the project's main idea. Supporting details can include things like anecdotes, interpretation, stories, graphics, links to supporting Web sites, photographs, sounds, video, etc.
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2 
	There is a variety of supporting information, much of which is useful, adds interest and contributes to an understanding of the project's main idea. Some of the information may not seem to fit or doesn't seem to make any important contribution. 
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0 
	There is not enough detail and information to support the project's theme or purpose. There may not be enough variety in the information provided. Or there may be too much information which is not interesting, useful or relevant to the project's theme. 

	B-3 Content: Audience

	[image: image303.wmf]

5 
[image: image304.wmf]

4 
	There is a clear description of the intended audience for this Web project. All or most of the information and ideas presented are clearly written for and target this stated audience. 
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2 
	There seems to be a target audience, but it is not always clear that the students understood or met the needs of their intended audience as they developed this Web project. 
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0 
	It is not clear who the audience for this Web project is, or this Web project does not meet the needs of the intended audience. 

	B-4 Content: Citation of sources ("bibliography") (See Rules & Guidelines)
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4 
	A well-organized bibliography page exists. Almost all sources of information are properly and clearly identified and credited. Copyrighted information, pictures, and graphics are clearly marked as to source and nature of permission to reproduce. Enough information is given that makes it possible to check on the accuracy of the information. This can be email addresses, links to other sources, or citation of primary or original sources.  The bibliography also lists all of the people who helped this team of students build their Web pages. 
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2 
	A bibliography page exists. The sources for much of the information seem to be properly cited, but not all work may be clearly identified. There may be some question about the sources of some information, pictures, graphics, or other content. There is no way to check the validity of all of the information, for example, by sending email or reading supporting information from primary sources. The bibliography also lists all of the people who helped this team of students build their Web pages.
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1
	A bibliography page exists. However, the citation of sources is rudimentary and needs improvement, or else there is no apparently valid effort to cite resources. Or if sources are cited, there is no way to check the validity of those sources (excepting first-hand interviews, accounts, etc.). Or, the bibliography does  not list any of the people who helped this team of students build their Web pages.
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0
	No bibliography page exists, or else a check of the citations or students' work shows that some or all of this project is plagiarized. (Note: a zero will disqualify this project)

	B-5 Content: Project "teaches something new"
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4 
	There is an abundance of information and ideas that come from a range of formal and informal sources. Much of the information comes from primary sources which gives this site a feeling of freshness and originality. This site will probably be of great interest within the defined community. 

(Primary sources can include period or historical newspaper and magazine articles, original letters, memoirs, and diaries, personal observations, interviews, first-hand accounts and reflections, audio recordings and Quicktime movies, photographs, original art work and creative writing and poetry, and other resources found within the partner community.) 
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2 
	Ideas and information come from a limited variety of information sources, including some primary sources. There is enough interesting new information so that this site may be of interest within the defined community. 
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0 
	Ideas and information appear to come primarily from commonly available sources (books, library, encyclopedias, magazines, other Web sites). There may not be enough new information or variety to hold one's interest. Or it is impossible to determine information sources since sources were not cited, or the citations were not clear. 

	B-6 Content: Accuracy of information
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4 
	Information presented appears to be accurate, complete and current.
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2 
	Information presented may be accurate, complete and current but this is not always clear. 
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0 
	Information is incomplete, out of date, and/or incorrect. Or it is impossible to check on the accuracy of the information since sources were not cited, or the citations were not clear.

	B-7 Content: Students' mastery of content
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4 
	The Web authors seem to be writing from knowledge or experience and show insight into their subject matter. It is evident that they have become "experts" in their subject matter. 
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2 
	It appears that the Web authors learned much from their experience in completing this Web project. Some sections show insight and expertise, and it is evident that the students learned some new things. 
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0 
	It is not at all clear that the students understood their subject matter or learned new things. 

	B. Project Ideas and Content


	C. Writing and Organization

	An excellent Web project will be well written and well organized. The organization of the information on each page, and from page to page, enhances and showcases the purpose or main idea of this Web project. Each page is well written, with interesting introductions, transitions, bodies and conclusions. The order, structure, or presentation of information is easy to navigate and provides a logical and satisfying experience for the Web visitor. 

	C-1 Organization: Project introduction
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4 
	An inviting opening page draws the visitor in and introduces the overall purpose and structure of the site. The introduction is well written and causes the visitor to want to continue exploring. 
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2 
	The main Web page introduces the basic purpose of this Web project. However, the introduction may not create a strong sense of what is to follow, and the reader may not know what to do next. The structure of the Web project may not be as clear as it could be. 
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0 
	The opening page does not adequately introduce the purpose of the project. It is not clear what this site will present. The structure and choices on the opening page are not clear and/or the reader can't understand what the next step is. The introduction does not create enough interest to continue reading through the project. 

	C-2 Organization: Organization of supporting details
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4 
	Supporting details and information fit where they're placed.  The sequencing of information on almost every page, and from page to page, is logical and effective. 
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2 
	Supporting details and information on most pages is usually logical, and their sequencing from page to page usually makes sense. However, sometimes the sequence or placement of details results in a narrative which is too sparse, too cluttered, or doesn't make sense. 
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0 
	The structure or sequencing of supporting details is unclear. Details often seem to be unrelated to the theme or purpose. Often, related information is not grouped together, and/or unrelated information is grouped together for no reason. The sequencing of information makes it harder to understand. 

	C-3 Organization: Quality of writing
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4 
	This Web project is interesting to read and holds the visitor's attention. Writing is simple, clear, direct, and in an active voice. Paragraphs are well structured and there is a logical flow from one paragraph to the next, and from one page to the next. 
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2 
	This Web project has many interesting things in it. The writing is understandable, but there are some places where it may be hard to understand. The writing could probably have been improved if the Web authors had asked for reviewers to give them more suggestions for improvement. 
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0 
	The writing in this project is difficult to understand. Paragraphs and/or choices of words often don't make sense, or else it looks like the writing was done by someone other than the Web authors. 

	C-4 Organization: Transitions
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4 
	Each new page begins and/or ends with a clear transition or paragraph that shows how ideas are connected from section to section and from page to page. It is clear how each page is connected to those related to it. 
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2 
	Many pages have good transitions or paragraphs which connect the page to other pages. Some pages, however, seem to be thrown in and their connection or relation to the project purposes may not always be clear. Or some pages may end abruptly without covering a subject or without links to other pages. 

	[image: image355.wmf]

1 
[image: image356.wmf]

0 
	Pages begin without a clear sense of how they fit into the project, and/or they may end without a sense of closure. Too many pages seem to be unconnected with other pages. There is no explanation of why the information is important to the project, or it is not clear how the pages relate to other sections or to other pages in the project. 

	C-5 Organization: Navigation
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4 
	It is easy to navigate through this project. The use of links and menus make it clear how to continue to explore an idea or area in progressively more detail or to move along to the next topic. Visitors usually know where they are, what remains to be explored, and how to get back to the home page or index. A topic index or table of contents may be present. 
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2 
	While it is usually easy to navigate, visitors may sometimes have the sense of being lost or unsure of how or where to go next. Sometimes it may be difficult to determine which links are central to the main idea or purpose of the project, and which provide supporting information. 
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0 
	It is easy to get lost in this project. The structure does not give enough guidance to help the visitor navigate through the content, or else the structure is so complex that it is confusing to move through the content in any organized way. 

	C-6 Organization: Links to other sites
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4 
	Links to other Web sites are appropriate, contribute to the information being presented, and represent a valuable collection of additional resources related to the topic. There is enough information given with the links to fit the link into the overall structure and context of the Web project. 
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2 
	Links to other Web sites are usually appropriate and interesting, but there may not be enough information given with the links to show how they are related to the project purpose or main idea. Or sometimes the authors rely too much on links to other Web sites and not enough on their own research. 

	[image: image367.wmf]

1 
[image: image368.wmf]

0 
	Links to other Web sites don't seem to contribute anything to the project purpose or main idea. There may not be enough information given to relate the links to the project purpose or main idea. Or there are either too many links which are unrelated to the topic, or there are not enough links to help support or explore the topic. 

	C. Writing and Organization

	


	D. Language and Conventions

	Note: Please apply appropriate age- and native-language criteria. (For instance, young students, or Japanese students writing in English may be permitted more errors than older students writing in their native language. 

An excellent Web project shows an age- or grade-appropriate grasp of standard writing conventions (e.g., grammar, capitalization, punctuation, usage, spelling, paragraphing) and uses these conventions effectively to enhance readability. Errors tend to be so few and so minor that the reader can easily overlook them unless specifically looking for them. Little or no editing is required. 

	D-1 Conventions: Paragraphs
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4 
	Paragraph breaks follow standard rules and clearly reinforce the organizational structure. 
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2 
	Text sometimes runs together into long paragraphs or is divided into incomplete paragraph segments which distract the reader.
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0 
	Paragraph structure is missing or so irregular that it has no relationship to the organizational structure of the text. (For example each sentence is presented as a paragraph.) 

	D-2 Conventions: Grammar
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4 
	Grammar and word usage are correct and contribute to clarity and style. 
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2 
	While there are some problems with grammar or usage, they are not serious enough to distort meaning. 
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0 
	Errors in grammar or the use of words are very noticeable, and affect meaning. 

	D-3 Conventions: Punctuation
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4 
	Punctuation is accurate and guides the reader through the text. 
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2 
	End of sentence punctuation is usually correct; however internal punctuation (commas, apostrophes, semicolons, dashes, colons, parentheses) is sometimes missing or wrong. 
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0 
	There is often no punctuation at the end of line, as well as mistakes with internal sentence punctuation (commas, apostrophes, semicolons, dashes, colons, parentheses). 

	D-4 Conventions: Spelling
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4 
	Spelling is generally correct, even of more difficult words. 
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2 
	Spelling is usually correct or reasonably phonetic of common words. 
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0 
	Spelling errors are frequent, even of common words, making it difficult to read. 

	D-5 Conventions: Need for revision
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4 
	Site needs little or no editing or revision. 
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2 
	Site could be improved with editing and revision. 
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0 
	Site needs extensive editing.

	D. Language and Conventions


	E. Appearance and Presentation

	In an excellent Web project the overall appearance of pages is pleasing and contributes to the understanding of the content. There is a nice balance of easy to read titles, text, colors and graphics which results in a pleasant and comfortable viewing experience. Graphic elements contribute to the experience without being cluttered or confusing.

	E-1 Appearance: Effective overall design theme
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4 
	The layout of most pages is clear and easy to follow and follows a consistent design theme. Headers and fonts contribute to the overall understanding and flow of the information, and help to move the eye from main topics to supporting details. 
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2 
	The layout of most pages is simple enough to follow the information. Headers and fonts are usually appropriately used. Most pages follow the same or similar design theme. 
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0 
	The layout is cluttered or confusing, or the layout is so simple that the benefits of hypertext on the WWWeb are lost on this project (i.e., it looks more like a term paper than a hypermedia project). Or pages have a different look and feel and it is not clear that they form part of an organized set to accomplish a goal. 

	E-2 Appearance: Colors, background and text
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4 
	Colors, backgrounds and text are used effectively. They work together to create a pleasant viewing experience. 
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2 
	Colors, backgrounds and text are clear and easy to read, but could have been used more effectively. 
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0 
	Colors, backgrounds and text are not used effectively. If present, the contrast is inappropriate or the background is too busy, which makes the text hard to read. 

	E-3 Appearance: Icons and other graphical elements
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4 
	Icons, buttons and other graphical elements, if present, make a valuable contribution to the appearance, are used consistently on most pages, and contribute to the overall flow of the information. (i.e., Whenever you see an icon, you know what it is for and what you are supposed to do.) (Give this project a 5 if there are no graphical elements.)

	[image: image413.wmf]

3 
[image: image414.wmf]

2 
	Icons and other graphical elements sometime help you to understand the layout or flow of information, but sometimes they are used inconsistently, or are confusing, or are unnecessary or distracting decorations. 
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0 
	Icons and other graphical elements don't seem to serve any useful purpose other than for decoration, and often they are confusing or clutter up the pages. The site would be better if  many of the graphics and icons were omitted.

	E-4 Appearance: Multimedia resources
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4 
	Multimedia resources, such as sound, video, images, icons and other graphics, if present, contribute to the main purpose of the Web site and enhance the reader's understanding of the information presented. (Give this project a 5 if there are no multimedia graphics used.)
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2 
	Multimedia resources, such as sound, video, images, icons and other graphics, are usually relevant, but sometimes they don't add much to understanding or seem to be irrelevant to the topic. 
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0 
	Multimedia resources too often seem unrelated to the topic. They generally don't add much value to the information being presented. 

	E. Appearance and Presentation


	F. Technical Performance

	Note: When considering technical performance of this Web site, do not penalize performance due to busy networks, telephone lines, or distant links. Sites close to you will work more efficiently than those at a distance. If you are unable to establish a reliable connection with this site, notify our help desk at http://www.gsh.org/gsh/cf/contact.cfm and describe the problem you're having. Be sure to include the site's CyberFair ID number and school name. 
An excellent Web project works!  

Graphical elements are optimized so that pages load quickly, even for users with limited bandwidth (slow modem speeds). Pages look good in text-only mode (when users have turned off graphics loading in their browser). 

Pages look good in a variety of Web browsers. If there are advanced features which demand higher bandwidth or more sophisticated end-user resources (the "latest" browser or plug-in), an alternate low-bandwidth or text-only mode is provided. 

Links to other pages and to internal resources all work as expected. 

	F-1 Technical: Pages load efficiently
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4 
	Pages load quickly. Graphics, icons, and other graphical elements, if used, are kept small enough or are optimized (such as by providing image height= and width= tags) so that pages load as quickly as possible. If users turn off graphics loading in their browsers, pages still look good and missing images are labeled. Descriptive alt= tags for each image provide text-only users with a good idea of what they're missing. 
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2 
	Graphics, icons, and other graphical elements are generally small enough to load reasonably fast, but they could be optimized (by using height= and width= tags) so text loads before the images. Pages still look good in text-only mode, but not all images include the alt= tags, or the alt= tags could be more descriptive. 
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0 
	Graphic elements on too many pages are so large or unoptimized that pages take too long to load, especially when using slower connections. Or when user turns off graphics loading in their browser, pages lose too much information, don't look good, or too many of the images lack alt= tags. 

	F-2 Technical: Pages work in a variety of browsers
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4 
	The Web pages look good in more than one browser. If advanced or technical features offered by one single Web browser are used, an alternative page is offered so other browsers can participate. (Note: Give this project a 5 if it looks good in your only browser. You don't need to check in browsers you don't have.)
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2 
	The web pages may look good in the recommended browsers, but they don't look good in other browsers. 
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0 
	These pages cannot be viewed by any browser except the recommended browser. 

	F-3 Technical: Links work
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4 
	Almost all links to other sites, to internal Web pages, and to internal multimedia resources work properly. 
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2 
	Most, but not all, links to other sites, to internal Web pages, and to internal multimedia resources work properly. 
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0 
	Too many links to other sites, to internal Web pages, and to internal multimedia resources don't work properly. 

	F-4 Technical: Multimedia resources work
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4 
	Multimedia resources, if present, such as movies and sound, work properly on a variety of platforms and browsers when they are downloaded (give project a 5 if there are no multimedia resources).
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2 
	Multimedia resources, such as movies and sound, work most of the time, but there were problems with some of them. 
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0 
	Multimedia resources, such as movies and sound, fail to work too often.


How to Contact the Media
	What are the daily newspapers in your area? community (weekly) newspapers in your area? local television? radio stations? Call and ask for the names of the reporters who are responsible for the local school, education or technology stories. Using the enclosed press release template, simply fill in the blanks pertaining to your school's project and send a copy of your press release addressed specifically to these reporters. Be sure to also send a press release to the attention of the newspaper editor or television station news director or assignment editor.
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	Identify any pieces of information or human interest items about you, your students or your Doors to Diplomacy project which can be sent in a letter or fax to the lifestyle or technology section editors of your local paper. Try to think of items that will be of interest to most of the readers. For example, did your students discover anything new and noteworthy about the community aspect that you highlighted in your project?
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	Check out your community newspaper's Opinions/Editorial section, or "Op/Ed" page. Who are the local columnists (not the nationally-syndicated ones from elsewhere) and what are the subjects of their columns? Do they write about the community, business, politics, technology? Is there an angle to your Doors to Diplomacy project which would provide interesting material for any of their columns?
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	If your local newspaper is unwilling to cover this announcement as a news story or Op/Ed piece, consider writing and submitting your own Op/Ed column or a "letter to the editor" congratulating your school and your students on participating in this cyber learning program.
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	What are the local television stations? Target the state assignment editor or the producer of your local morning news show, evening news show, news magazine about doing an in-depth piece on your students and how Doors to Diplomacy provides a positive learning experience on the Internet for them. 
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	In many communities, there's a local cable television station that gives time to schools to provide information or activities. Have someone videotape your students performing a demonstration of how they created their page and submit it. 
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	Are there local radio talk shows in your city or town? Talk with the show's producer to get him or her interested interviewing you or one of your students who participated in researching or building your Doors to Diplomacy project.
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	Have your kids take the show on the road by visiting a local Senior Citizens center to show them the Internet and your community page. Alert the media in advance by sending them a Press Advisory.
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	Talk to the editor of your school's paper about doing a story.
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	Contact your school district's Public Relations or community affairs representative. If there is a district newsletter that goes to parents and community members, suggest that an article be included about your Doors to Diplomacy project.
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	Talk to your school's PTA newsletter editor about writing a story.


TIP: When you call a newspaper or television station, have contact names, phone numbers and interesting stories on hand. You may want to pre-select a couple of students who would feel comfortable talking to a reporter. 

Press Advisory Template

Send out a Press Advisory if you want the media to visit your school while an activity or event is taking place. 
*****************************************
Fill in your school's information and print your final copy on a sheet of your school or organization's letterhead.
*****************************************
PRESS ADVISORY
Contact: 
School or Organization Contact:____________________
School or Organization Name: _____________________
Phone Number:_____________________
Fax Number: ______________________
Email address: _____________________

Headline: Tell what your school or organization is doing. Mention that it's an Internet learning activity or that it's part of the US Department of State's Doors to Diplomacy CyberLearning Program.

[School Name] Showcases [Your Doors Topic] IN THE US DEPARTMENT of STATE'S DOORS TO DIPLOMACY CYBERLEARNING PROGRAM
First paragraph: Include your city, state and the date in your "dateline." Then briefly tell the who, what, where, when and why. 

Second paragraph: Give a little background information about the project--that it's a part of the US Department of State's Doors to Diplomacy  learning program, managed by the Global SchoolNet Foundation, a non-profit organization that is dedicated to helping students become responsible global citizens. Tell how many local students are involved and what category you are researching and why the topic was chosen.

Third paragraph: Be sure to highlight the event's date and time so that the media will know where and when to attend. Also include a contact person name and phone number the media can call for more information.

WHEN:
WHERE: (Be as specific as possible)
TIME:
CONTACT:
Press Release Template

Send out a Press Release if you want to notify the media of a news worthy project.
*****************************************
Fill in your information and print your final copy on a sheet of your school or organization's letterhead.
*****************************************
State Department Announces 
“Doors to Diplomacy” Web Site Competition 

[School/Organization Name] has joined students from all over the globe in creating a web project about [your topic].

[City, State], ([date, month, year]) The U.S. Department of State, in concert with Global SchoolNet, is sponsoring a new Doors to Diplomacy Award. This educational award will recognize the student-created Global SchoolNet Web site that best teaches others about the importance of international affairs and diplomacy.

Global SchoolNet is a not-for-profit, Internet-based education foundation. The Doors to Diplomacy Award will be presented to a team entered in the Cyber Fair contest, which encourages students and educators to join together to build high-quality, educational Web sites on a variety of topics. The Web site entries will be available on the web as learning tools to millions of people around the globe.

The winning team will be announced in spring 2006, and the winning web site will be able to be viewed from www.state.gov. Each student member of the team that wins the Doors to Diplomacy Award will receive a $2,000 scholarship, and the winning coaches’ schools will each receive a $500 cash award. 

For a project description and information on eligibility and judging criteria, visit  http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/DOORS//
For More Information:
[Your name]
[Phone number]
[Email address]

	Yvonne Marie Andres
Global SchoolNet
760-635-0001
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	Janice Kiser
U.S. Department of State
202-647-8207
clarkje4@state.gov


Frequently Asked Questions
Category: Bibliography 

1.
How do we score a project that does not have a bibliography 

If you are unable to locate a bibliography on the project Web site, please score the other elements of the project as well as you can, and in section B-4 Content: Citation of sources ("bibliography") give it a zero. 

The judges will review the web site and if they agree with you that there is in fact no credible bibliography this project will not be considered for final judging. 

However, if for some reason you have simply overlooked or missed the bibliography, your other scores will be used to help establish this project's actual rankings. 

Category: certificate 

2.
How do we get our project CERTIFICATE? 

You may print out an official CyberFair project CERTIFICATE OF PARTICIPATION by logging into your project checklist at http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/projects. 

If you are a volunteer reviewer, you may print out your certificate of participation by logging in at http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/reviewers. 

To print out your certificate you must have Adobe Reader version 5 or later. You may obtain the latest Adobe Reader at http://www.adobe.com/products/acrobat 

If you have problems generating or printing your personalized Certificate, you may send email to admin@globalschoolnet.org 

Category: Doors Awards 

3.
Will there be an awards event in Washington DC this year? 

The 2006 awards do not include a trip to Washington DC. 

4.
Will there be a grand prize winner for each of the eight categories? 

No. Only one team will be selected as the grand prize winner, which consists of $2,000 scholarships for each student, and a $500 cash award for the teacher. 

5.
In what way can the award scholarship be used? For education only? At American universities only? 

If the student is not a senior, we hold on to the money until they graduate. The scholarship money can be used for education at a certified institution any where in the world. Once the student tells us where they will be attending school -- the scholarship money is sent directly to that institution on the student's behalf. 

6.
If the adult coach is not affiliated with a school, how is that award disbursed? 

The $500 is awarded to the school, library or organization on behalf of the coach. Typically, the coach designates how the money is to be spent. 

7.
What prizes are given? 

All participants who complete both their projects and their review assignments receive a certificate. The grand prize winners receive $2,000 scholarships for each student, a $500 cash award for the teacher. 

Category: Doors General 

8.
Can we continiue working on projects from the previous year and re-submit them if they did not win? Yes, you can continue to improve your project and re-submit this year. But, be sure to mention that fact in your Project Narrative. Tell why you made the decision to continue working on this topic, rather than selecting a new topic. 

9.
Can the students get help from teachers with translating into English when they make an English version of their project's web site? 

Teams can get help in translating their project into English. Make sure that fact is explained in the Project Narrative. 

10.
Can you send us more information about the Doors to Diplomacy competition? 

Doors to Diplomacy is an online project. Students conduct research offline and then publish their projects on the web. It is recommended that you review the projects from previous years. All the details, registration forms, and projects from previous years can be found on the Web at: http://globalschoolhouse.org/doors/  

11.
We have looked on your web site and we noticed that the dates seem to relate to the contest from last year. Can you inform us of the correct dates for this year's contest? 

Registration for the competition opens in the Fall of each year. Please check back late October or early November for the updated contest information. 

12.
What is the role and responsibilities of an affiliate partner? 

Localized Regional Affiliate Programs Global SchoolNet encourages the implementation of regional and national programs, which build on the International Cyberfair model. State, county, or national educational organizations, community technology centers, or institutions of higher learning typically facilitate regional affiliate programs. 

Successful localized Affiliate programs have been implemented in San Diego (CA), Rochester (NY), Broward County (FL), New Orleans (LA), Taiwan, and the Philippines. 

Affiliates usually assume the following responsibilities: 

1. Identify and enlist the help of local stakeholders who will benefit from the CyberFair program (i.e. representatives from local schools, universities, PTA, county offices of education, chamber of commerce, etc.). 

2. Determine how local stakeholders will assess the success of the CyberFair program (i.e. number of participants, quality of Cyberfair projects, student achievement measures, public relations, etc.) 

3. Articulate the ways in which CyberFair activities support local and state standards. 

4. Generate awareness of the CyberFair program through local print, broadcast media (radio and television) and electronic announcements. 

5. Generate awareness of the CyberFair program through on-site presentations and teacher workshops. 6. Provide support to local participants via email and phone. 

7. Help to keep participants on task and complete their assignments on time. 

8. Develop a plan for local recognition of student achievement (i.e. certificates, prizes, awards ceremony, press releases, etc.) 

9. Encourage the best local projects to enter the International Schools CyberFair competition. 

13.
Can you tell me my final ranking, as compared to the other projects? 

Each team has the ability to view their own scores. However, you cannot see the scores of other teams, just your own scores. We encourage teams to contact their reviewers by email and ask questions if they don't understand how they were rated. 

14.
If our team is made up of students from different countries, what information do we include when we register? 

From each location must have a supervising adult coach. When you register, please indicate the names of all the student members, their adult coach and their location. 

15.
Can we change the members of our team or the topic? 

You may make team changes and project changes up until the entry deadline. You should write about the reasons for the changes in your Project Narrative. 

16.
Who pays for the web site hosting? 

Web Server Space 

Unfortunately, Global SchoolNet does not provide Web space on our server for your Web project. However, there are many other locations which offer free web space. Please refer to the rules for some possibilities. http://www.globalschoolhouse.com/doors/rules.html 

17.
Can our own permission forms be used or do you provide a form for us? 

You should check with your Principal or school administration, to determine what level of parental permission is needed. Since the requirements vary from location to location, the rules specify that the supervising adult must obtain all required permissions and consents. 

As a general rule, if parents sign an AUP form giving you permission to publish their child's content on the web, then it is not necessary to have them sign an additional permission form. 

18.
Why can't we access or see our checklist when we log in? 

When you try to access your checklist, the PROJECT STATUS states, "Awaiting Moderator Approval... check back later." Moderator approval usually takes less than 24 hours... often quite less. 

Every time you make a change to your project or narrative, we check it over to make sure that everything we publish is appropriate and represents a legitimate project. 

When it is approved, we send you an email notice with the moderator's action. If your project is approved, you will be able to access the checklist. 

If your project is not approved, the checklist will not be available until you log back in, fix any problems mentioned by the moderator, and it is re-approved. 

19.
How is the Doors to Diplomacy competition different from CyberFair? 

Doors to Diplomacy is a a special competition that is being sponsored by the US Department of State. The main differences are: 

a. Diplomacy allows multiple projects per school. CyberFair allows only one project per school. 

b. Diplomacy limits teams to a maximum of four students. CyberFair does not limit the number of students who can contribute to a single project. 

c. The Diplomacy competition is only open to secondary students (middle and high school). CyberFair is open to both elementary and secondary students. 

To read more about the differences, go to http://www.globalschoolhouse.org/doors/HowDifferent.html 

20.
Can we submit a project, but not participate in the Peer Review? 

To be eligible for an award your team must participate in the Peer Review and review a minimum of four other web projects. However, if you do not want to be considered for an award, you may submit your project as a Project-in-progress. 

21.
We made changes and now we don't we see our project in the participant's list! 

You have successfully made the changes. However, you will not see the change on the live server until our moderator approves it -- which usually takes 24 hours due to the time zone differences. 

22.
We are not sure if the topic for our project is acceptable. 

The purpose of the Doors to Diplomacy program is to teach others about the importance of international issues which affect individual citizens, as well as governments and businesses worldwide. Please select one of the eight sub-categories for your Doors to Diplomacy research project. 

23.
Must this website which is in competition be in english or can we prepare in our native language? 

There must be an English version of the web site, because the rules require students from other countries to review each others projects. Therefore, there must be a common language used. However, many schools prepare their projects first in their native language, and translate the best ones into English. 

24.
What is the role of the adult coach? 

An adult coach or school administrator must register your team's intent to participate by the registration deadline. The role of the coach is to oversee the work that the students do and ensure that all local rules and regulations have been followed. 

25.
Can we upload our web pages to our own web server? 

You may publish your project on your own server, or on any server that is available to you. If you do not have your own service provider, you may use one of the free services that are listed in the rules. 

26.
Please tell me.... 

We are not sure what your question is. Please be more specific. 

Category: Doors Registration 

27.
I have two teams that want to enter in different categories. Do I have to sign up twice? 

If you have multiple teams, you must register each team separately. Each team will have to complete their own Project Narrative, which documents the "behind the scenes" process of creating the web project. 

28.
Is one person allowed to be on more than one team? 

An adult may "coach" multiple teams. However, a student can only submit ONE entry. Therefore, a student can only be a member of one team. 

29.
There is space only for one coach. Where can we register the second coach? 

The lead coach should register the project. The 2nd coach can be listed under item #3 (Team Members). 

30.
Is the Doors to Diplomacy competition open to students outside of the United States? 

Yes. This competition is open to middle school and high school students worldwide, unless other restrictions apply. 

31.
Can one teacher register more than one team? 

It is permissible for a supervising adult to register multiple teams for the Doors to Diplomacy competition. 

32.
Can a team be made up of students from several countries or different schools? 

Yes! Absolutely! The team members may be all multiple locations or all from the same location. 

33.
Can a group of home schooled children participate as a team in this project? If students' teachers are not interested in this project, can a parent lead a group of students through the process, as an after-school type activity? 

Yes. This is an international competition, open to non-university level students in all countries between the ages of 12-19. Parents or community members may serve as the coach. 

34.
Can we submit entries in two different categories? 

You cannot submit entries in two different categories. 

The rules state that you must "Select one of the eight Doors to Diplomacy categories and conduct a research project involving your selected topic." 

35.
Do you have a time frame for the 2005-2006 school year? 

There will be a Doors to Diplomacy 2005-2006. However, we are waiting for the official word from the US State Department before we publish the timeline and begin promoting the competition. 

- Registration will begin in October - Projects will be due in March - Peer Review will take place in April - Winners will be announced in May 

36.
How do I register for the Doors to Diplomacy project? 

To register for Doors to Diplomacy, go to http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/index.html and click on the TIMELINE link in the left navigation column. 

Then on the timeline page click on the link under "Doors to Diplomacy Project Registration." 

Note: After registration closes for the year that link will disappear. 

37.
Are college age or university students eligible to participate? 

This is an international competition, open to non-university level students in all countries between the ages of 12-19. 

38.
I have a student in middle school who is 11 years old. Are they eligible to participate? 

Students must be 12 years old by the entry deadline in March. See the timeline for the specific date. 

39.
Can a university student or parent be a coach? 

An adult coach may be a teacher, administrator, parent, community member, or university student who is 19 years old or older. The adult coach or school administrator must register a team's intent to participate by the registration deadline. The role of the adult coach is to oversee the work that the students do and ensure that all local rules and regulations have been followed. 

40.
Can the adult coach mentor more than one team? 

Yes. Coaches may mentor multiple teams. 

41.
If one of our team members must drop out, can we replace them? 

Teams must consist of 2-4 students. If one or more of the team members must drop out, you can replace that member. However, be sure to document that fact in your project narrative. 

42.
How can we register multiple Doors teams? 

Here's how to register multiple teams: 

1. Be sure you're logged out. If you're not, hit the LOGOUT link in the upper right corner of your checklist. 2. Go to the timeline at http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/_cfm/timeline.cfm 3. Click on Register Now 4. Log in 5. It should take you to a review of your contact info, then to the blank form where you can enter a new team. 

When you are done with this step, log out and go back to the timeline "register now" link. 

43.
Is it possible to include 5 students in our team? 

The Doors to Diplomacy contest rules specify that teams must consist of 2-4 students. Perhaps you could divide your team into two separate groups and submit two different projects. 

Category: Final Project Notice 

44.
I didn't submit my final project notice. Can I get our project into the peer review? 

We make every effort to accommodate people who have problems getting their projects ready for final judging. 

However, our final cut-off date comes when we email the peer review assignments the day before peer review begins. 

It takes us the entire week prior to the start of peer review to assign peer review assignments. Every team must be given 4 other projects to review. We try and match teams by age, and to ensure that each team has a variety of countries to evaluate. 

This is a very time consuming and difficult process, but it ensures that every project will have enough valid reviews for us to determine the rankings for final judging. 

After we email the assignments out, it is impossible for us to include any other projects in the process, since every team has received their peer review assignments... there are simply no more reviewers available to look at your project. 

Therefore, while we would like to be able to help, there is nothing we can to do find reviewers for your project. 

It's the same as when the ship leaves the dock or the train leaves the station... it can't stop to let you get on. You're too late. 

45.
Where do we submit our web project URL? 

After you have finished your project Web, you must do two things to qualify for final judging: 

--- Complete your Project Narrative This is where you include the actual link to your project URL. --- Submit your Final Entry Notice This is where you certify that you have complied with all of the rules of this program. 

To complete these two requirements, log into your checklist at http://www.gsn.org/gsh/doors/projects/index.cfm 

Don't forget: To qualify for final judging, you must ALSO submit four peer reviews of other projects. 

46.
Can we continue to work on our web project> 

You may make revisions to your actual web project pages until March 2th -- when the Peer Review assignments are sent out. You cannot make changes to your Project Narrative. 

47.
We are unable to finish our project. What should we do? 

We would encourage you to submit your project as a "Project-in- Progress." If you do so, and review entries from other schools, you will still get the benefit of the educational experience. 

Many teachers have told us that the peer review process and having their students work with the evaluation rubric was the most valuable part of the program. 

However, if you do not submit a "Final Project" or a "Project in Progress," we will keep you on the information mailing list for next year. 

48.
Can we continue to make changes to our project? 

You may edit your narrative until the deadline to submit your FINAL PROJECT NOTICE. 

You must submit your FINAL PROJECT NOTICE by Monday, Monday 21 Mar 2005 

You may continue working on your Web pages until peer review officially begins, at which time you must cease all work on your site. 

Peer review begins on Monday 28 Mar 2005. You may not make any more changes to your Web site on or after that date. 

Please log into your project checklist at http://www.gsn.org/gsh/doors to look at all of the tasks you must complete and the deadlines for completing them. 

Category: Peer Review Process 

49.
How does the Peer Review process work? 

GSN will assign you other projects to review after the project submission deadline. A complete description of the Peer Review process can be found at http://www.globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/rubric/index.html 

50.
I can't connect a a project Web site 

When you can't connect to a Project Web site URL it could be due to a number of problems: 

1. Some school servers have problems staying up all the time. Send email to the teacher letting them know you are trying to review their site so they can make sure their technical people are on top of the problem. 

2. The network connections to that site may be overloaded. Try earlier or later in the day and see if the connections may be better at a different time. 

3. There may be a problem with the URL you are using. You may want to contact the teachers of the site you are reviewing to ask about this problem. 

In any of the cases above, you should always try the site several times over a period of several days. 

If you STILL cannot connect to this site, please give that site all zero's on the evaluation and make a note in the comments section that you were unable to connect to their site. Please include the kind of error message your browser was giving you and how many times you tried. 

We will consider this problem and the causes of the problem when we are tabulating the scores. 

51.
One team has to review four projects. Does every member of our team has to give his own scores or we should submit one review for each project from the team? 

Your team works together to submit ONE set of scores for EACH project they review. 

52.
I have signed up to do online reviews for the Doors to Diplomacy, but when I read some of the instructions, it talks about my students doing these reviews. 

No, you didn't misunderstand. Since this message was sent to both independent reviewers and peer reviewers, we needed to include all of the information. Thank you so much for your time! It will make a difference in the lives of these students. Sorry for the misunderstanding! 

53.
What is the Peer Review? 

Peer Review is a very important part of the Doors to Diplomacy Contest. Participating teams must evaluate and submit reviews on four (or more) other projects (in categories that are different than theirs). By the peer review start date we will assign you projects to evaluate. You can check the web for your projects review assignments. (We will also notify you by email.) 

Next, follow the step-by-step instructions to organize and conduct the Peer Review process in your school. 

Complete instructions can be viewed at: http://www.globalschoolhouse.org/GSH/doors/rubric/index.html 

54.
WHY DO I HAVE MULTIPLE REVIEWS FROM THE SAME TEACHER? 

Every reviewer has the option of submitting additional non-assigned reviews in excess of their assigned reviews. 

Because of the educational value of the peer review process, some teachers assign their students additional projects to review. In some cases, different students from the same class may independently review the same project. 

You may correspond with each reviewer, using the name and email provided, to learn their rationale for scoring. 

BTW, our adjusted scores make an effort to accommodate the differences between "easy" and "hard" scorers when we select our finalists. 

55.
How do I apply to help judge submissions? 

We usually recruit reviewers in January and February. So, we recommend that you register to receive our monthly newsletters to be notified of future opportunities. 

Register at: 

http://www.globalschoolnet.org/membership/members/login/register/ 

56.
May we submit more than 4 reviews? 

If you would like to submit additional reviews, please let us know via reply email your PROJECT or REVIEWER ID Number and how many additional reviews you would like to do. We will be happy to assign additional projects. 

Or, if you prefer, once you submit your assigned reviews, you may contribute additional reviews on projects of your choice with these restrictions: 1. You may not review projects in the same category as your own project. 2. You may not review projects if you know any of the students or teachers in their school. 

57.
How do we score section F, Multimedia, if there is no multimedia? 

It is not required that Web projects use multimedia resources (video, sound, etc.). 

Therefore, a project should not be penalized in those items in the in Section F (Technical section of the evaluation rubric which assess whether multimedia resources work or not). In those instances, you should give the project a "5" for those items. 

For instance, Item F-4 Technical: Multimedia resources Work states: "Multimedia resources, such as movies and sound, work properly on a variety of platforms and browsers when they are downloaded (give project a 5 if there are no multimedia resources)." 

The purpose of this policy is to give full credit to all sites that use multimedia that work as well as to sites that don't use multimedia, and to penalize sites that use multimedia that fail to work as expected. 

Another way to look at this question is to consider that icons and graphics can also be considered as part of "multimedia." If they are present and they show up, they can be considered to work. However, if there are no icons or graphics of any sort, they also should not be penalized and should be given full credit for those items in the technical section which evaluate the operation of multimedia. 

58.
VIEW REVIEWER SCORES & COMMENTS: Last year, I took part in the "Doors to diplomacy project". How can I read the peer review comments of the project participants who reviewed our web site. 

You may review the judges scores and comments by logging into your checklist at 

http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/projects/LOGIN/index.cfm 

Reviews and scores are archived beginning with the 2004 competition. Reviews from prior years are no longer available. 

Category: Project Narrative 

59.
How do we make a bibliography page? 

Your project must include a bibliography page that cites the sources for your project's information. When you complete your project narrative, you must include a link to that page. Therefore, you should create your bibliography page before you attempt to complete the narrative. The bibliography does not need to be edited in final form until peer review begins. 

The Citation Machine link below will help you generate appropriate bibliographic entries for your bibliography page. Just copy and paste the citations into your HTML editor and make sure that the URL's included are hot links that work when you click on them. 

Your bibliography must also list the names of the people who helped you to assemble your Web pages. If you received no help, your bibliography should state that. 

Citation Machine: http://www.landmark-project.com/citation_machine/ 

Cyberfair Rules: http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/rules.html#bibliography 

60.
How can I submit our project narrative? 

The Project Narrative must be submitted using the Project Narrative FORM which you will find in your PROJECT CHECKLIST. 

Go to http://www.gsh.org/gsh/doors/index.html and click on the CHECKLIST button in the left navigation bar. 

Enter your loging and password to access your project. 

When you see your project, click on the CHECKLIST button to access your own personal checklist for this project. 

Scroll down the checklist and click on the link "Create or Edit your Project Narrative." 

We recommend that you create and save ALL of your narrative answers in a word processing program before you start completing the narrative form. 

Then, come back to the form and cut and paster your answers into this form. 

This will allow you to spell check all of your work before you enter it, and you'll also have a backup copy in case you have problems with the form. 

61.
Why can't I see our PROJECT or NARRATIVE after we have submitted it? 

Our moderators must read and approve anything that is submitted before it can go live on the Web. 

It may take up to 24 hours for a project to be reviewed and approved by our moderator. 

After it has been approved it will be available for public viewing. 

You are still able to edit it while it is awaiting moderation. 

Doors to Diplomacy - 2006 
Sample Checklist for Project ID: 4349 
Schools Online, Dhaka, Bangladesh 
Mohammad Nasirullah 
Category: 1. Leadership Traits 

Akhlak Hossain (web master) Shuvo gomez (Researcher) Naru Gopal (Reader) Chompa koli (Photographer)

[image: image458.png]


Instructions:
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means the task has been completed by you. 
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means the task is still awaiting completion. 
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	Items that require you to submit something to us will be available for completion only between the open and close dates. During that time the available options will be hyperlinked and awaiting your attention. 
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	Underneath each task there are up to four types of items listed: 

1. Task open and close dates are the dates the Action Items for this task will be available as well as the guideline for where you should be within the Doors project. 

2. Task description includes a brief description of the timeline task. 

3. Action Items ([image: image465.png]


) are actions you may take to either accomplish this task or to notify us that you have completed the task. 

4. Reference Items ([image: image466.png]


) are pointers to tools which will help you in accomplishing the task. 
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1. 

Review Rules and Theme 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 1 Oct '05 - Wed 1 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

DESCRIPTION

[image: image469.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/aglance.html" Project Overview 
[image: image470.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/rules.html" Project Rules 
[image: image471.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/narrexplain.html" Project Narrative 
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2. 

Update your Contact Information 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 1 Oct '05 - Fri 17 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image474.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/projects/contactupdate.cfm?toggle=58" Update Contact Information 

You may update your contact information as needed until the time projects are due. 

After that deadline, no further updates may be made.
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3. 

Update your Project Information 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 1 Oct '05 - Fri 17 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image477.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/projects/projUpdate.cfm?toggle=69" Update Project 

You may update your basic project information as needed until the time projects are due. 

After that deadline, no further updates may be made.
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4. 

Conduct research and build web pages 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 1 Oct '05 - Fri 10 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

You should begin organizing your students, conducting research and building your web pages as soon as possible so that you can pace yourself. Start with the key elements and add the "bells and whistles" if time permits.
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/assignment.html" Review the Assignment to Schools 
[image: image481.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/rules.html" Review the Rules and Instructions 
[image: image482.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/info/getpr.html" Notify Your Local Media 
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5. 

Review the Evaluation Rubric 

You may check off this item when complete 
Mon 17 Oct '05 - Sun 26 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

Print out the Evaluation Rubric and review the criteria with your students.
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/rubric/index.html" Review the Evaluation Rubric 
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6. 

Upload and test web pages on your server 

You may check off this item when complete 
Mon 2 Jan '06 - Fri 10 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

Be sure to upload and test your web pages before the upload deadline. If you wait until the last minute you might run into unforeseen problems and not have time to correct them. 

NOTICE: You may NOT make any changes to your web project pages after this deadline! 

Click below for information about web space.
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/rules.html" \l "webspace" Find free Web space 

[image: image489.png]



7. 

Create your Bibliography Page 

You may check off this item when complete 
Mon 17 Oct '05 - Fri 17 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

Your project must include a page that cites the sources for your project's information. When you complete your project narrative, you must include a link to that page. Therefore, you should create your bibliography page before you attempt to complete the narrative. The bibliography does not need to be edited in final form until peer review begins. 

The Citation Machine link below will help you generate appropriate bibliographic entries for your bibliography page. Just copy and paste the citations into your HTML editor and make sure that the URL's included are hot links that work when you click on them. 

Your bibliography must also list the names of the people who helped you to assemble your Web pages. If you received no help, your bibliography should state that.
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 HYPERLINK "http://landmark-project.com/citation_machine/index.php" Citation Machine 
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/rules.html" \l "bibliography" Review the Rules regarding your bibliography 

[image: image493.png]



8. [image: image494.png]


Complete your Project Narrative 

Automatically checked off when complete 
Mon 2 Jan '06 - Fri 17 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image495.png]


Create or Edit your Project Narrative
(Available on Monday, 2 January, 2006) 

Your project must contain a Project Narrative that provides important information about your project to the judges and other viewers of your site. 

Make sure your narrative is complete... it is an important part of your final score!
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/projects/index.cfm" Your personal Project Checklist 
[image: image497.png]




 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/narrexplain.html" Directions for the Project Narrative 
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9. [image: image499.png]


Submit your Final Entry Notice 

Automatically checked off when complete 
Mon 2 Jan '06 - Fri 17 Mar '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image500.png]


Submit Final Entry Notice
(Available on Monday, 2 January, 2006) 

In order to qualify for judging as an official Doors to Diplomacy project, you must notify us by submitting your Final Entry Notice. 

You must do this 10 days or so before peer review/judging begins so that GSN staff may prepare peer review assignments. 

You may continue to work on your Web pages until peer review begins. When Peer Review begins, You must stop working on your Web pages.
[image: image501.png]



10. [image: image502.png]


Complete four peer reviews of other projects. 

Automatically checked off when complete 
Sun 26 Mar '06 - Fri 14 Apr '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image503.png]


Submit a Peer Review
(Available on Sunday, 26 March, 2006) 

You and/or your students must review four other Doors projects. You should introduce and discuss the criteria with your students ahead of time. 

Plan adequate time on your calendar for the Peer Review process. This is an important step because your reviews are part of the official judging process. 

We also invite responsible adults to participate in this part of the judging process by registering at the link below.
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/_cfm/revform.cfm" Register to be a volunteer reviewer 
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11. 

Find Out How You Ranked 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 20 May '06 - Sat 30 Sep '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 

Look on the Winners' Page for final rankings of the top projects in each category.
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 HYPERLINK "http://globalschoolhouse.org/gsh/doors/winners.html" View Past Winners 
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12. [image: image509.png]


View Peer Reviews submitted on your project 

Automatically checked off when complete 
Sat 20 May '06 - Sat 30 Sep '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
[image: image510.png]


View Peer Review Scores
(Available on Saturday, 20 May, 2006) 

View the scores and comments reviewers submitted on your project.

13. 

Print Certificate of Participation 

You may check off this item when complete 
Sat 20 May '06 - Sat 30 Sep '06 (11:59 P.M. UTC-8) 
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Print Certificate
(Available on Saturday, 20 May, 2006) 

You can print copies of our official Certificate of Participation for each of your students.

PAGE  
- 0 -
Copyright © 2006 Relief International-Schools Online, Bangladesh,. All rights reserved. Source: http://globalschoolhouse.org/
 -
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