Nashoba Regional School District

SPED PAC

Special Education Parent Advisory Council

2007-2008
The SpEd PAC   meets monthly September through May to provide support and information to better meet the needs of our children. 

Meetings include presentations on a variety of subjects and provide a forum for interaction with other parents, professionals and community members who have experience with children with special needs.  

Our goal is to work cooperatively with our district's Special Education Department to better meet the needs of students who receive special education services. By providing resource information and opportunities of partnership and communication we can make a difference in the quality of education for our children.
Come to a meeting
· Refreshments

· Valuable presentations

· Informal connections with other families and professionals

Mark your calendar

All fall dates and topics are set.  For other topics, please see list at the bottom of the page. 

Unless otherwise specified, meetings will be at  Nashoba Regional HS, Green Rd & Rte 117, Bolton. 
Thursday, September 27th, 7:15 pm Special Education Update-  The meeting features the District Special Education Update by Tracy Conte, Director of Special Education. Please join us for an overview and update of NRSD’s Special Education Department and programming.  Following this discussion, the Nashoba SpEd PAC will hold its annual election of officers.  All parents and those interested in Special Education are welcome and refreshments will be served.  
Wednesday, October 17th, 7:00 pm  Basic Rights Workshop: We’ll meet jointly with the Harvard PS Special Education PAC at NRHS. The workshop, presented by the Federation for Special Needs,  will provide families with an introduction to their rights and responsibilities under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), Massachusetts Special Education Law and No Child Left Behind (NCLB). It is designed to help parents learn how to be effective partners with the school, to decide the child’s eligibility for special education, to plan, make decisions and to monitor the educational progress of their child.  Refreshments will be served. 

Wednesday, November  14th, 7:15 pm; Overview of Psychological and Educational Testing: What a parent needs to know.  More information to follow. 

Wednesday, December 19th, 3:30 - 5 pm Holiday Party, Sawyer School. An afternoon to celebrate our very special staff and children. More information to follow. 
Wednesday, January 16th 7:15 pm –Dr. Michael Wood, Superintendent of
Schools, will discuss the Americans with Disabilities Act, Section 504 of
the Rehabilitation Act and the roles parents, teachers, students, and
administrators play in the delivery of accommodations to meet the needs of
students who qualify for services.  This presentation may be of particular
interest to parents of students for whom an IEP may no longer be
appropriate. Accommodations under 504 are applicable for anyone with a
disability and extend throughout life, after high school graduation, into
the work force or college and independent living. All those interested in
the topic are welcome to attend.  If you have friends whose children are not
getting special education services, but who might be interested in learning
about accommodations, this is a good meeting for them to attend.  Please
tell them about it. .
Wednesday, February 27th 7:15 pm, at Nashoba Regional HS (in the ASC) 
Topic: Community Resources with Sue Loring. Ms. Loring will describe services available in the community to support children and families affected by different disabilities and needs.  She will describe the Autism Resource Center and other resources for a those impacted by a variety of special needs. All those interested in the topic are welcome to attend. Joe Kennedy will be on hand to describe the new Challenger Baseball League.

Wednesday, March 19th 7:15 pm 

Transitions: The evening is geared towards parents of children making one of the following transitions. Select from one of these 3 separate sessions: 

· Early Intervention to Preschool - Presenter: Alex Chatfield, Early Intervention 

· Middle School to High School – Presenter: Will Verbits, Minuteman Regional Vocational HS 

· High School to Adult Services (Turning 22) – Presenter: Barton Price, Dept of Mental Retardation 

Wednesday, April 16th 7:15 pm 

    Speaker/topic not yet confirmed. We are considering a showing and discussion of the documentary, Including Samuel which is described below.
Wednesday, May 21st 7:15 pm  Yelling Doesn’t Work! presented by  Rebecca Goniwich of the Federation for Children with Special Needs.   What you can do to help a child with special needs comply at home and in the classroom using Positive Behavior Supports. Yelling does not teach the necessary skills the child needs to learn in order to comply. Reduce frustration while communicating with your child. This workshop provides insight into why a child with special needs misbehaves and how changing your behavior will in turn change theirs. Learn to recognize the function of behavior and how a front-end approach will show results. Functional Assessments, which are at the heart of a Positive Behavior Support Plan, are discussed at length and samples plans are provided. This workshop was created by Rebecca Goniwich, Barbara Gopen Memorial Fellow, in collaboration with the Federation for Children with Special Needs. All are welcome. Refreshments served


LOCATION  The remaining SPED PAC meetings for the year will be held at the Nashoba Regional HS in the ASC. (Enter building,  Ctr entrance at office, turn left, go up ramp, turn left) Watch for signs inside the building. 

Other topics to be scheduled this year, dates to be finalized:
· 504 plans for students 

· Community Resources and The Autism Resource Center 
· "Transitions" - including turning 3, turning 22, approaching HS: Minuteman School of Technology (There will be a general introductory meeting, then participants will break into attend one of the smaller groups applicable to their. Speakers will represent appropriate outside agencies. .
· Language Based Learning Disabilities - strategies for home and school 
    Thank you all for participating in the needs assessment survey last spring. 
For more information for 2007-2008 or to be included on the monthly e-mail updates,  contact:
Joan Finger

email: zootergroup@rcn.com
(978) 337-5132 or (978) 779-6046
4 Pinewood Rd
Bolton, MA 01740
Please watch this website for information about “book swap” information, suggested readings, and other resources.  



updated September 3, 2007.  
