BLUE BRIEFING

Once again the Republic of Redshire is at war with the Kingdom of Blueshire and you look forward to being able to liberate the oppressed people of Essex. It is May 1808, weather hot and roads are in hard good condition. Dawn is at 6am.

You command the 1st  Brigade  and part of Lieutenant General Norris’ 1st Division. Three 3 Squadrons of Cavalry and a horse batteries have been attached to your command. Your brigade has been defending the boarder area to the south east of Coggeshall (just of top right of your map), while the rest of the Division is to the north advancing west along the military road from Colchester to attack Braintree. You do not know the area and only have a draft copy of the 1805 map which may not be completely accurate.
Just after midnight on 10 May 1808 you receive orders from General Norris, that intelligence has been received the Red Light Division are marching from the south west to try to outflank the blue army and cut their lines of communication back to Colchester. You are told that the only bridge the Red Light Division can cross at is just East of Cressing Temple, as all other bridges to the south have been destroyed. The rest of your division will be engaging red forces to the north of Cressing.
Your orders are to march at 6am to destroy Temple Bridge (East of Cressing Temple) before the  Red Light Division can cross. The Inn Keeper from the Western Arms, who is a staunch republican, has informed you that Cressing Temple is only defended by a ½ battalion of Rifles, while a Red Infantry Brigade is defending Cressing. Once you have destroyed the bridge you are to take up a defensive position to prevent Red deploying pontoons across the steam. General Norris has promised to send the 2nd Brigade if needed, but hopes this will not be necessary, as he has every confidence in your ability to outwit Red forces.
Your force consists of:

1st Line Battalion (900 men)

2nd Line Battalion (900 men)

3rd Militia Battalion (900 men)

The Rifle Battalion
1st Light Cavalry Squadron (150 riders in five patrols + Sqd HQ)

2nd Light Cavalry Squadron (150 riders)

3rd Heavy Cavalry Squadron (150 riders)

6lbs Horse Battery (6 guns)

Battalion of Pioneers

Supply Wagon (with powder to blow the bridge)
You may issue orders immediately ready to march at 6am. 
