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Education

Ph.D. in zoology (March 1998 - December 2000)
Affiliation: Royal Veterinary and Agricultural University (Denmark).

Dissertation title: Spatial distribution and potential hosts of the Larger Grain Borer, Prostephanus truncatus (Horn) (Coleoptera: Bostrichidae), in a forest in Benin, West Africa.

Research: stored product insect ecology, field trapping with pheromone traps, experimental work on pheromone production, vegetation analysis, satellite image interpretation, laboratory infestation of potential breeding substrates, and histological studies. 

Funding: a total of 527.294 D.kr (approximately $75,000) was obtained from a competitive grants program at the Danish Council for Developing Research at Danida. 

Supervisor: Dr. Susanne Harding (suha@kvl.dk).

M.Sc. in biology (September 1989 - December 1995)

Affiliation: University of Copenhagen (Denmark). 

Dissertation title: The Apis mellifera foraging response to the pollen availability in Cistus salvifolius. 

Research: Fieldwork was conducted in Portugal and included pollen identification, observations on daily flight and foraging activity, and modeling of pollen availability. 

Funding: provided by the Danish Ministry of Education.

Supervisor: Dr. Hans Dreisig.

International exchange student (March 1993 - March 1994)

University of Lisbon, Portugal through the exchange program of the European Union, ERASMUS.

Professional experience

Jan 2007 – 

Department of Entomology, Texas A&M, Texas Agricultural Experiment Station, 1102 E FM 1294, Lubbock, Texas 79403, USA
Assistant Professor (75%). Responsible for research program on arthropod pests in maize, sorghum and wheat production system. Main focuses include: spatial ecology, development of sampling plans, landscape ecology, and behavioural ecology.

Department of Plant and Soil Sciences, Texas Tech University, Campus Box 42122, Lubbock, TX 79409, USA
Assistant Professor (25%). Teach and supervise graduate and undergraduate students. 
July 2005 – July 2006

Exosect Limited, 2 Venture Road, Chilworth Science Park, Southampton SO16 7NP, United Kingdom. Phone + 44 (0)23 8076 3838
Senior Research Scientist. Exosect Ltd (www.exosect.com) promotes innovative techniques utilising patented electrostatic and magnetic powder technology for the control of insect pests in agriculture, horticulture, forestry, amenity, animal and public health. The responsibilities included: 1) supervision of five research technicians of which three were M.Sc. students at the University of Southampton, 2) execution of field and laboratory experiments mainly in United Kingdom, France, Portugal and the US, 3) presenting Exosect research results in peer-reviewed publications, conferences and trade shows, 4) writing grant proposals, and 5) establishing and maintaining collaborative links with fellow researchers around the World.
October 2004- July 2005

Steritech Group Inc., 7600 Little Avenue, Charlotte, NC 28226.

Phone + 704 971 6642, Fax 704 544 8705

National Technical Director. The Steritech Group Inc. is a private pest prevention company with annual revenue of about $40 mio. Steritech services close to 12,000 commercial accounts. The responsibilities included: technical support to about 400 pest control specialists in 25 branches nationwide, development of service protocols, editor of bimonthly internal newsletter, and oversight of inhouse technical training programs. The position involved frequent traveling to branch offices, collaboration with universities and private manufacturers on development and testing of pesticides and pest control related equipment.
July 2003 to Oct 2004
Montana State University, Department of Entomology

333 Leon Johnson Hall, PO Box 173020, Bozeman, MT 59717, USA, 

Phone + 406 994 6132, Fax: + 406 994 6029

Visiting Research Scientist. A 100% research position on wheat stem sawfly (Cephus cinctus) ecology with the following research responsibilities: 1) examine the possibility of using hyperspectral imagery for detection of wheat stem sawfly infestations, and 2) examine spatial distribution patterns at different geographical scales of wheat pathogens, wheat stem sawflies, and wheat stem sawfly parasitoids. The position was funded by USDA, CREES, Western Regional integrated pest management (IPM), Montana Agricultural Experiment Station. Apart from my actual assignment, I was involved in lecturing of both undergraduate and gradute students. Supervisor: Dr. David K Weaver (weaver@montana.edu).

Oct 2002 –July 2003

Oklahoma State University, Dept of Entomology & Plant Pathology

127 Noble Research Center, Stillwater, Oklahoma 74078, USA

Phone: + 405 744 9764, Fax: + 405 744 6039

Assistant Researcher. A 100% research position on stored-product insect pests within the following areas: (1) community analysis of stored product insects, (2) modeling of temporal trends in trap catches (e.g. development of weather-driven flight activity models), (3) spatial distribution analysis of insects in retail stores, (4) accuracy assessment of contour mapping techniques, (5) behavioral studies of pyralid moths – with particular emphasis on ovipositing females, and (6) evaluation of semiochemical-based integrated pest management tools. The research position was funded by USDA, Cooperative and State Research, Education and Extension Service in the Risk Avoidance and Mitigation Program, agreement no. 00-51101-9674.

Supervisor: Dr. Thomas W Phillips (tomp@okstate.edu). 

February 2001 – Aug 2002

Oklahoma State University, Dept of Entomology & Plant Pathology

127 Noble Research Center, Stillwater, Oklahoma 74078, USA

Phone: + 405 744 9764, Fax: + 405 744 6039

Post Doctoral Fellow. Same responsibilities as for the position as Assistant Researcher (see above).

August 1997 - August 2000

International Institute of Tropical Agriculture (IITA), 08 BP 0932 Tri Postal

Cotonou, Benin. Phone: + (229) 350188, Fax: + (229) 350556.

Junior Professional Officer in the Stored Product Pest Management Group. The position was funded by the Danish International Development Agency (Danida). Through the Stored Product Pest Management Group, the appointment involved development and evaluation of decision support tools for smallholders’ maize storage systems. The responsibilities included extensive fieldwork in Benin, Ghana, Nigeria, and Togo through participatory research trials with local farmers. In addition, the appointment involved laboratory experiments, development and maintenance of databases, budget management, supervision of local staff members, and collaboration with local agricultural research institutions.
July to August 1997

Danish Pest Infestation Laboratory. Skovbrynet 14, 2800 Lyngby, Denmark

Phone: + (45) 45878055, Fax: +(45) 45931155.

Research Assistant. Responsible for field testing of a Eucalyptus oil based mosquito repellent and for research activities in a project on biological control of Mediterranean Flour Moth (Ephestia kuehniella) in Danish flour mills, and the project was financed by the Danish Ministry of Food and Agriculture (contract number BIO96-SSL-14). 

Supervisor: Senior Researcher Lise Steengard Hansen (l.s.hansen@ssl.dk).

March - June 1997

Roedovre High School. Hendriksholms Boulevard 28, 2610 Roedovre

Phone: + (45) 36700210.

Employed as high school teacher in biology. Cell biology, general ecology, human physiology, photosynthesis, pollination, and herbivory were some of the topics, which were taught to three classes each with three weekly lessons.

November 1995 - March 1997

Museum, Laboratory & Botanical Garden. Faculty of Science, University of Lisbon

Rua Escola Politécnica 58, 1294 Lisbon, Portugal.

Research Assistant. Conducted field and lab work for two projects financed by the Commission of the European Comity: 1) Climate change and coastal evolution in Europe (contract number EV5V-CT94-0445); 2) Forest response to environmental stress at timberline (contract number ENV4-CT95-0063). Main responsibilities: 1) pollen identification from pit mire samples; 2) vegetation studies in a mountainous part of Portugal; 3) interpretation of SPOT 3 satellite image using MIPS (Map and Image Processing Software).

Languages

Danish: 

Native language

English:

Fluent

Portuguese:

Fluent

French:

Conversation

German:

Conversation

Grants Received

Grant title: Pheromone-based suppression of stored-product moths using attracticides
Amount of funds: $188,774 was provided by USDA National Research Initiative, Biologically-Based Pest Management Program.
Principle Investigators: Thomas W. Phillips (PI), Christian Nansen (Co-PI)

Dates: 2003-2005
Research: Develop attracticide and mating disruption approaches for Stored-Product Moths.

Grant title: Improvement and field validation of an oviposition bait station for the Indianmeal Moth.

Amount of funds: $75,179 was provided for this two-year project by the Regional integrated pest management competitive grants program for the Southern Region by the United States department of agriculture cooperative state research education and extension service.

Principle Investigators: Christian Nansen (PI), Thomas W. Phillips (co-PI), Nurhan Dunford (co-PI), and Jack W. Dillwith (co-PI). After leaving Oklahoma State University, Dr. Thomas W. Phillips continued as the project PI.

Dates: August 2003 - July 2005

Research: The main objective of this project is to improve and field-validate an attractant for Indianmeal Moth females to be used in novel trapping devices. The research includes behavioral studies under controlled conditions and spatial interpretations of field trap catches. 

Grant title: Field validation of an insect flight activity model as a decision-support tool for when to fumigate stored wheat in Oklahoma.

Amount of funds: $4,700 was provided for this one-year project by the Division of Agriculture at Oklahoma State University.

Principle Investigators: Christian Nansen and Dr. Thomas W. Phillips

Dates: April 2003 – April 2004.

Research: development of a weather driven flight activity model for the rusty grain beetle, Cryptolestes ferrugineus, around steel grain elevators in Oklahoma. Unbaited sticky trap catches are placed on the outside of steel bins, and weather parameters are used to characterize the seasonal variation in beetle flight activity.

Grant title: Stored grain insect pest model: Implementation and validation for lesser grain borer and rusty grain beetle

Amount of funds: $14,500 was provided for this one-year project by the Division of Agriculture at Oklahoma State University

Principle Investigators: Albert Sutherland, Dr. Thomas W. Phillips, Dr Peter Edde, Christian Nansen, Dr Jim Criswell.  

Dates: Oct 2004 – Oct 2005.

Research: Collect additional validation data for an existing model and have the weather driven flight activity model build into an agricultural website (http://xagweather.mesonet.org/models/storedgrain/default_lgb.php).
Additional professional activities

Reviewer for: (1) Journal of Economic Entomology, (2) Environmental Entomology, (3) Journal of Stored Products Research, (4) Biocontrol, (5) Integrated Pest Management Reviews, and (6) Applied Geography.

Supervised an under-graduate project, which was awarded $4,000 by the Lew Wentz Foundation. The project concerns spatial analysis of pheromone-baited trap catches of the Indianmeal Moth, which is one of the most important stored-product pests on processed cereal food products. The project was conducted from fall 2002 to fall 2003.

Completed 4-day course on hyperspectral data analysis and image processing provided by Analytical Imaging and Geophysics, Boulder, Colorado, 8-11 September 2003.

Lectured cell biology for undergraduate students and integrated pest management for graduate students during the spring of 2004 at Montana State University.

Conferences

Organizer of symposium titled: Stored product insects, at the annual meeting of the Pacific Branch of the Entomological Society of America in Bozeman, Montana, June 20-23, 2004.

Organizer of informal conference titled: Contour Mapping and Interpretation of Spatial Insect Counts, at the annual meeting of the Entomological Society of America in Fort Lauderdale, Florida, November 17-20 2002.

Organizer of symposium titled: Remote sensing at MSU, at Montana State University, December 12, 2003. 

Undergraduate externships and practicals

January – March 1993 

Scientific assistant on an expedition within “Project Arctic Fox” in North-Western Greenland. Responsible for hunting and trapping polar foxes in the region around Thule Airbase and in fjords around Soenderstroem. Project Leader, Dr. Christian Kapel. Financed by the Commission of Scientific Investigation in Greenland.

June – August 1992, May – September 1991, and November 1990

Conducting interviews with farmers and collecting data during three expeditions to North-Western Brazil. The results from these expeditions were published in a book about sustainable agriculture in deforested rainforest areas in Brazil. Financed by Columbusfonden.

March – September 1989

Scientific assistant on an expedition to the Austmanna Valley in Mid-Western Greenland. The objective was to observe and collect information about a wild population of domestic sheep. Project Leader, Dr. Christian Kapel. Financed by the Commission of Scientific Investigation in Greenland.
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18. Nansen C, Meikle WG (2002) The biology of the larger grain borer, Prostephanus truncatus (Horn) (Coleoptera: Bostrichidae). Integrated Pest Management Reviews 7: 91-104.
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Conference proceedings and working papers
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Nansen C, Tchabi A, Adouhoun T (1998) Preliminary ecological studies of in woody substrates. Proceedings from: Entomopathology and stored product pest management. Held at IITA 30 Nov-3 Dec 1998. IITA, Benin. 
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