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[image: image3.jpg]The Irish tended to live in the same area, so they
found comfort with a few relatives and friends. They all
relied a great deal on their parish pastor for advice and
guidance {n this new country. Patrick found work on the
docks of East River.

Irish children call their father, "Da”. and
Delia's "Da" read to her every night. Education was
important to her parents and Delia started school the
same year that her sister. Elizabeth was born.

When Delia was nine, her mother was expecting
another baby and on July 17, 1874 *Da’ was drowned
at his dangerous job on the docks. He was 37 years
old. The family had to move into a smaller place when
baby Patrick was born the following November 17.

Four years later, Margaret became 111 and died
February 13, 1878, at 37 years of age.

Delia, 14, Elizabeth, 8, and Patrick, 4, moved
into their' uncle and aunt's apartment. They had five
children and the landlord would not let the Dillon
children stay. The parish priest advised them to send
the chilren west on an orphan train.

There were so many orphans and abandoned babies
in New York City, that a plan was devised to send
children to new iives and a chance to go to school in
the warmth of a western family. Charles Loring Brace
began the Children’s Ald Society, and through it placed
more than 100,000 orphaned children in homes of rural
America. As most of the immigrants were Catholic, and
there was no effort to place the children in Catholic
homes, Bishops with parishes along the railroads urged
pastors to help in placements. The Catholic Foundling
Home began participating in 1873, Two nuns escorted
babies to be placed in homes, and it is with these that
Delia, Elizabeth and Patrick traveled to lowa.

Their Orphan Train rolled from New York to Chicago,
across the Mississippi at Clinton and on to Dewitt, Towa.
During this five-day trip the children played and helped to
feed the 1ittle ones and slept in their seats at night. The

Dillon children each carried a bag with all their
gossessions, Each had a book that their purents had brought
from Ireland. Elizabeth had Ma's rosary: Delia had

medal of St. Patrick, and Patrick cerrivdfs pictare
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