Grading rubric for Dreaming In Cuban
This unit is worth a total of 150% of your final grade.
*The requirements for the unit project are located on the project handout.

**Students are allowed to miss/drop one of the writing responses.

Group work: 10%
*Writing responses: 30%

Participation: 10%

**Unit project: 100%

DREAMING IN CUBAN

A NOVEL
By Christina Garcia

Novel Unit
NADIA S. ALI

Dreaming in Cuban by Christina Garcia 

Daily Lesson Grid

	Day 1
Intro to novel: timeline & Celia’s letters
	Day 2
performance & Perception


	Day 3

VISUAL IMAGERY
	Day 4

CHARACTER SKETCHES & LITERARY STYLE

	Day 5

WRITING HEADLINES & DISCUSSION QUESTIONS
	Day 6

MOVING IMAGES & IMPROVISATION
	Day 7

CHARACTER GROUPS & MUSIC OF THE REVOLUTION
	Day 8

UNIT PROJECTS & FAVORITE IMAGES

	Day 9

TONE & IMPROVISATION
	Day 10

EMOTIONS & IMPROVISATION
	Day 11

UNIT PROJECT PRESENTATION
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Lesson one

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals: 
 

1. Students will gain a better understanding of the events taking place during the time of Christina Garcia’s novel.  

2. Students will explore Garcia’s wide use of language.

Objective: 


1. Students will read a love letter from Dreaming in Cuban and become                                                     familiar with Garcia’s use of different genres within the novel.  

2. Students will gain a clear understanding of the events going on in Cuba         during the time period of the novel.  

Materials: 


· Copy of Celia’s love letter, copy of time line, and the novel: Dreaming in Cuban

· Copy of Cuba’s timeline 

· Writing utensils

Procedures: 

· Pass out copies of the letter to students.  Do not explain anything about the letter or its origin to students until the end of the activity.  The instructor will read the letter aloud to the class, and then ask a student to read it aloud once more.  To start conversations on the letter ask some prompt questions:

· What inferences can you make from the reading of this letter?

· What can you tell about the people involved?

· What is going on?

· When do you think this is taking place?

· Take notes on your initial reaction to the people from the letter.

· The instructor will now explain the origin of the letter, introducing students to Garcia’s novel and giving a brief biography of the writer.  

· Christina Garcia was born in Havana, Cuba in 1958

· Garcia left Havana with her family when she was two and she grew up in New York City

· She lives in Los Angeles with her daughter, Pilar.

· Dreaming in Cuban was her first novel. 

· The instructor should explain how Garcia’s different use of genres and developed imagery effects the novel

· Love letters, dialogue, plain prose 

· Detailed imagery in describing places, situations and people 

· To end the lesson, the class will be divided into four groups representing the four main female characters in the novel.  Each group will be responsible for a different woman in the Del Piño family.  Explain that the groups must pay special attention to their character, taking notes on the character’s development in the novel, including any insights to the character that they may have realized.  The information gathered by the groups will be discussed in class periodically, this will aide in understanding the character in relation to the novel.

· The groups will be as evenly divided as possible between the four main characters in the novel: Celia, Lourdes, Felicia and Pilar.

Homework: Read pages 3-34 of Dreaming in Cuban 








March 11, 1952

Mi Gustavo,


That bastard Batista stole the country from us just when it seemed things could finally change.  The U.S. wants him in the palace.  How else could he have pulled this off?  I fear for my son, learning to be a man from such men.  You’d be proud of me, mi amor.  Last month I campaigned for the Orthodox Party.  Felicia helped me paste up fliers in the plaza, but people shouted at us and tore the papers in our faces.  


Afterward, Felicia took me to her best friend Herminia’s house.  Her father, Salvador, is a Santeria priest, an unassuming, soft-spoken man, black as the blackest Africans.  He surprised me by serving us tea and homemade cookies.  I’m not sure what I expected, I’d heard so many frightful stories about him.  When I spoke about fighting Batista, he said it was useless, that the scoundrel is under the protection of Changó, god of fire and lightning.  Batista’s destiny, Salvador told me, is set.  He will escape Cuba with a fortune in his suitcase, and die of natural causes.


If what he says is true, there will be no justice for Batista.  But for the rest of us, Gustavo, for the rest of us, there may be hope.  











      Love,










   

Celia

1492- Columbus lands in Cuba

1511- planned towns established

1789- French Revolution

1789-91- Haitian/ST. Domigue Revolution- fighting French colonialism

1840’s- Cabildos- societies of mutual aide formed by free blacks to buy freedom of enslaved.  Preserve African culture if they were baptized and followed Catholicism

1848- movement in U.S. to annex Cuba; offered Spain $100 million to buy Cuba

1868-78- 10 years war- independence

1895-98- war of independence/Spanish-American war

1901- constitution assembly Platt amendment (gave U.S. power in Cuba)

1925- Machado-populist president-somewhat of a dictator

1908-12- only known political party for blacks in Cuba (Harlem Renaissance period) Independent Party of color

1936-52- period of overt U.S. involvement

1952-8- Batista (supported by U.S.)

1959- Socialist Revolution Fidel Castro (El Líder)

1960’s-70’s- Exodus of Cuban upper class  “Freedom Flights”-given special migration allowances (political reasons)

1970’s- Anti-colonial struggles in Africa

1975- Family code- regulated equality/gender relations in house, work and child rearing

1980- Mariel boatlift-if they couldn’t leave through Peruvian embassy they would go this way
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Lesson two

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will learn to transform prose to the stage.

2. Students will understand how different interpretations can affect meanings.

Objectives:  

1. Students will use performance to help them understand the first chapter of Dreaming in Cuban.

2. Students will use performance to consider how changes in perception can affect the meaning of the novel.     
 

Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming in Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 

1. The students are directors and must decide whether or not to bring in a ghost that the audience can see.  The class will have a discussion on the advantages and disadvantages of having an invisible ghost.  They will draw inspiration for their arguments from pages 4, 5, 6 and 19.  These are the scenes where the apparitions of Celia’s dead husband appear.

2. Next, the class will stage the vision of the apparition.  They will go into their groups from the last class and come to a consensus as a whole as to what the scene should be.  Students should take the following into consideration: stage direction, special effects (if any), location, etc.  It is not necessary that one student be designated as director, because this may stifle some students.  However, the groups should take everyone’s ideas into consideration.  When they are finished creating their scene the groups will perform them in front of the class.    

Homework: Read pages 35-55 in Dreaming in Cuban 

Dreaming In Cuban

Writing Response 1
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.
Who return in the first section?  What are the details of this persons return?
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Lesson three

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

3. Students will be able to decipher visual and literary images.
4. Students will see how the rich imagery from Garcia’s prose carries over to the genre of poetry.  
Objectives: 

1. Students will be able to use their mind’s eye to create visual pictures from images created in the novel.  
2. Students will engage in close reading

Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming in Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures:

1. The instructor will read aloud from the third paragraph of page 44 to the third paragraph of page 45.  The class will then have a discussion on the different images presented in this section.  The instructor will read each paragraph again, one at a time; pausing in between to allow students to share what picture comes to their mind’s eye when they hear the description.  

· Before reading aloud, the instructor should define/explain imagery to the class.

· Before reading aloud, the instructor should explain the idea of the mind’s eye.

2. The second portion of the class will be devoted to the prose to poetry assignment.  Students will be asked to write a 7-10 line poem derived from one or two of the passages the instructor read aloud to them.  This should take 5 minutes.  After students are finished, the instructor may volunteer to read their poem or simply ask for volunteers in the class.   

· Tell students to choose words, images or phrases that stood out in their mind. 

· Tell students not to follow the time procession of the novel.  Feel free to mix up the phrases they chose.  

Homework: 

· Read pages 57-74

· Character groups should be prepared to report their findings to the class.   
Dreaming In Cuban

Writing Response 2
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.
Why do you think Celia does not tell Jorge about how his mother and sister treat her?
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Lesson four

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals: 

1. Students will learn how to create an accurate character sketch of literary characters.  
2. Students will examine the use of different literary genres within a genre. 
Objective:

1. Students will discuss the characters and their actions.
2. Students will engage in close reading.
3. Students will question literary style and its usage.  
4. Students will be tested on their comprehension.
Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper
· Handout: writing response 3 


Procedures:

1. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes).
2. The instructor will lead the class in a discussion and examination of the use of different literary genres within a genre.  Mainly focusing on Garcia’s mix of prose, dialogue and love letters within her novel.  Students will be asked to question Garcia’s inclusion of Celia’s love letters in the novel:(approximately 15 minutes)
· Why did Garcia include the love letters?
· What do the letters bring to the novel?
· What do they show us about Celia’s life?
· What would be a disadvantage of not including the letters in the novel? 
(Students can support their arguments by reading important excerpts from the novel to the class) 

3. Tell students to get into their character groups, and take three minutes to get their thoughts together because they will be expected to report to their classmates when we reconvene.  Each group will have approximately 5 minutes to share their conclusions with the class (approximately 15 minutes). 
· Celia’s group should take into consideration her love affair through letters, relationships with her husband, his family and her own family and her connection with the revolution.
· Lourdes’ group should take into consideration her relationship with her daughter, husband, mother and father, as well as her feelings on the revolution, her rape and why she left Cuba.
· Felicia’s group should discuss her relationship with her father, and her children, her ties with Santeria, and her mental breakdowns.
· Pilar’s group should think about her relationship with her mother, father, grandmother, her ties to Cuba and America.    
Homework: 

· Read The Fire Between Them and Celia’s Letters: 1942-1949
· Don’t forget our daily writing response.  Do your reading!
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Writing Response 3

Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.

What do you think was the effect of Lourdes experience in Cuba two months before she left on her attitude toward Cuba and the things going on their?
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Lesson five

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will learn how to recognize and focus on the key points of a literary work.    
Objective:  

1. Students will invent memorable headlines on the most important sections of The Fire Between Them.
2. Students will engage in close reading. 
Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 

1. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes).

2. The class will now read the scene on page 82.  The reading will go around the room, with each student reading to the next period. (approximately 5 minutes) 

3. Next, students will be placed in the roles of newspaper sub-editors.  The students have to decide what type of paper they right for; is it a tabloid or a more serious paper?  Their assignment is to write brief, memorable headlines for the scene just read aloud by the class.  The headline should be as accurate as possible, staying true to the type of newspaper you work for and the events immediately preceding the event. (approximately 10 minutes)

· Students may work in groups of two or alone.

· When the students are done volunteers will share their results with the class.   

4. Students will now go into their normal groups and asked to come up with a couple questions they have concerning the novel. (approximately 20 minutes)  

· Students can ask about anything that confuses them or bring up issues that they find important or interesting.  

· The group should appoint one member as a scribe, who will be responsible for writing down the group’s questions. 

· The questions will be handed to the instructor who will read them aloud and answer them/ask for volunteers who may want to share their own insights.  

Homework: 

· Read The Meaning of Shells and Enough Attitude

· Writing response for the next class.
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Writing Response 4

Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.

Why do you think Felicia and Ivanito have such a bond?  Why is he so unwilling to “betray” his mother?
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Lesson six






Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

2. Students will learn how to use improvisation.
3. Students will learn to transfer written images to moving images.
4. Students will question literary imagery.
Objective: 

3.  Students will create an improvised scene derived from Dreaming In Cuban.
4. Students will question the image of Pilar’s painting and its representation of her.
Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 
1. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes). 

2. Next the class will be led by the instructor in a brief discussion on Pilar’s painting. (approximately 5 minutes) 

· Think about Pilar’s description of the Statue of Liberty.  How representative of her is it?  What does her depiction represent to her & to you as readers?

3. Students will go into normal groups and translate the scene on pages 112-116 to a modern day television court show, talk show or soap opera.  Each group will have about ten minutes to organize their skit. 

4. When time is up each group will present their skit to the class.
Homework: Read Baskets of Water and Celia’s Letters 1950-1955
Dreaming In Cuban
Writing Response 5

Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.

Why have Felicia and the others been sent to the camp?  Give specific reasons.
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Lesson seven

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will learn how to follow character development.  
2. Students will learn how to identify with symbols in the novel.  
Objective: 

1. Students will discuss the development of Felicia as the novel progresses.
2. Students will discuss their review the first of Celia’s letters they read to gauge their change in reaction to it.  
3. Students will engage in close reading.
4. Students will listen to a Beny Moré song and discuss its relevance to the novel.  
Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 
· Beny Moré song “Rebel Heart”
Procedures: 

5. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes). 

6. Students will now do a close reading of Celia’s letter on page 161 of the novel.  Each student will read to the next exclamation or period and then the next student will read.  We will go around the room to the end of the letter. (approximately 5 minutes)

7. The instructor will now read the letter on pages 162-163; this is the same letter students read at the beginning of the unit. (approximately 15 minutes) 
· Does anyone recognize this letter/ does it seem familiar?

· How has reading it today changed your opinions from when we read it in the beginning?

8. The instructor will now play a Beny Moré song called “Rebel Heart” for the students.  The instructor will give the students a handout with questions on it for them to keep in mind as they listen to the song.  The song will be played twice; following the song students can share their thought on the experience. (approximately 15 minutes)
Homework:  Read A Matrix Light and God’s Will

Dreaming In Cuban

Writing Response 6
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.
Do you think Felicia was involved in the death of her last husband?  Why or why not?
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Lesson eight

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will outline their unit projects.
2. Students will develop thoughts on favorite images from the novel.
Objective:  

1. Students will have the opportunity to outline their unit projects.
2. Students will share and discuss their favorite images from the novel.  
Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 

9. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes). 

10. Next students will get into groups of two or three students to choose and discuss their favorite images from page 178.  They will have about ten minutes to do this and when they are finished the class will come back together and discuss as a whole.  To start off the discussion we will have a spirit reading of the section students examined on page 178.  We will go around the room and have each student will read until they want to or not read at all.  (approximately 20 minutes)

11. The remaining ten minutes of the class will be spent with students outlining their ideas for their unit project.  They can share ideas amongst themselves and feel free to ask questions of the instructor or their fellow classmates.  

Homework: Read Daughters of Changó and Celia’s Letters: 1956-195
Dreaming In Cuban
Writing Response 7
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.
Discuss Lourdes’ sudden need and loss of the need to eat.

-OR-
Why does Jorge continually visit Lourdes, or is it simply her imagination?  Explain.
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Lesson nine

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will learn about the use of tone.
Objective:  

1. Students will engage in close reading. 

2. Students will use tone to relate the emotions of a scene.

Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 

12. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes). 

13. Students will get into groups of two and discuss the different ways in which the scene on page 199-200 could take place.  Concentrating on the tone of the characters, especially the owner of the botaníca. (approximately 15 minutes)  

· The groups should share the lines between one another and experiment with different ways of saying them: whisper them; hiss them fiercely; speak them as if in a trance.  Is the Pilar frightened by the man?  Work out the most effective way of delivering the lines and add background effects if you think it will add to the scene.  

· Groups will then volunteer to share their scenes.  

3. Students will now turn to page 194.  Three volunteers will be asked to go into the hall and prepare to do the scene on pages 194-196.  The rest of the class will then read the scene and prepare for their classmates return.  The students will be the critics and after the performers do their skit the critics will share how they envisioned the scene and what they thought the performers did well or should have done. (approximately 20 minutes)
Homework:  Read Six Days in April and Celia’s Letters: 1959
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Writing Response 8
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.
Why does Garcia include Herminia’s mini biography at the beginning of this section?
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Lesson ten

Grade level: 11/12

Time: 40 minutes 

Goals:

1. Students will realize the feelings and emotions of Cuba during the revolution.
Objective:  

1. Students will engage in close reading.

2. Students will replicate a scene from Dreaming In Cuban, keeping true to the emotions of the scene.

Materials: 

· The novel Dreaming In Cuban 

· Writing utensils

· Paper 


Procedures: 

14. The students will begin the class by completing a short writing response (approximately 5 minutes). 

15. The class will be divided into two groups; each group will work on replicating the scene at the Peruvian Embassy on pages 240-242. (approximately 35 minutes)  

· The groups should try to preserve the feeling and emotion of the scene.

· How does Ivanito feel, lost in the crowd?

· How does Celia and Pilar feel as they search for him?

· What about the crowd?
Homework: Be prepared to present your unit project to the class and have your paper copy ready to be handed in.  
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Writing Response 9
Date _______________



Name ________________


Write a short response to the following question based on your reading assignment you had for homework.

Share your thoughts on Celia’s final letter to Gustavo.  Why do you think she will no longer write to him?  What does she mean when she says “She will remember everything.”
Garcia’s Cuba

Make your own map of Cuba and design pictures or emblems to illustrate the various locations.  

Find out all you can about the different locations mentioned in the novel.  Include in your report historical facts that are pertinent to the novel, keeping its symbolic significance in mind.  Search for the places mentioned in the novel, and create the novels timeline as the characters travel through the country.  

Your report should be:

· 3-5 pages

· have a cover page

· title

· include a map labeled with the specific places mentioned in your report

This project is due at the end of this novel unit.

Use the link below to check out this website.  It has a great interactive map and you can click on different parts of Cuba.  http://users.powernet.co.uk/mkmarina/cuba/cuba.html
You must do a short presentation on your findings, your presentation counts as a portion of your grade.

Grading Breakdown:

· Presentation 10%

· Paper 90%

· Grammar & spelling = 20%

· Shows a clear understanding of instructions = 50%

· Shows creativity = 20%

Dreaming in Cuban & Religion

What is the relationship between Santeria/religion n Dreaming In Cuban? 

Research Santeria and other religions and show the links between the religion and the characters and development of the novel.

Your paper should be: 

· 3-5 pages

· include a cover sheet and title

· include at least 3 outside sources

· document all outside sources

This project is due at the end of the novel unit.

You must do a short presentation on your findings, your presentation counts as a portion of your grade.

Grading Breakdown:

· Presentation 10%

· Paper 90%

· Grammar & spelling = 20%

· Shows a clear understanding of instructions = 50%

· Shows creativity = 20%

Dreaming In Cuban & the Revolution

The revolution that took place in Cuba was a major part of the novel Dreaming In Cuban.
Research the revolution and write a paper on the revolutions significance to the novels characters and progression.  Be sure to include important people and events that were mentioned in the novel.  

Your paper should be: 

· 3-5 pages

· include a cover sheet and title

· include at least 3 outside sources

· document all outside sources

This project is due at the end of the novel unit.

You must do a short presentation on your findings, your presentation counts as a portion of your grade.

Grading Breakdown:

· Presentation 10%

· Paper 90%

· Grammar & spelling = 20%

· Shows a clear understanding of instructions = 50%

· Shows creativity = 20%
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