John Underhill research

Found a reference to a Native American massacre in Ft. Neck, Long Island contributed to one, Captain John Underhill:
“The Great Indian Massacre
The largest killing of Indians on Long Island was in an area that use to be considered part of Amityville, but is now called "East Massapequa." Long Island was divided between the Dutch and the English. Unlike the English, the Dutch did not get along with the Indians. Amityville was located right on the border between the Dutch and English territory. The Dutch did not have enough troops so they hired an Englishman called John Underhill to help them. John Underhill was a very good Indian fighter and in 1644 he brought the fight to the Indians at their stronghold. He killed 120 Indians in the only major Indian battle on Long Island. For this Underhill was paid 25,000 guilders by Governor Willem Kieft. (From Running Deer, http://www.runningdeerslonghouse.com/webdoc383.htm) Below is quote about how there was a local legend about the ground being red with blood.

In the 19th century local historian Samuel Jones wrote:

"After the battle of Ft. Neck, the weather being very cold and the wind northwest, Capt. Underhill and his men collected the bodies of the Indians and threw them in a heap on the brow of the hill, and then sat down on the leeward side of the heap to eat their breakfast. When this part of the county came to be settled, the highway across the neck passed directly over the spot where, it was said, the heap of Indians lay, and the earth in that spot was remarkably different from the ground about it, being strongly tinged with a reddish cast, which the old people said was occasioned by the blood of the Indians."

The location of the killing was  in Fort Neck, about 1.5 miles from the famous Amityville house at the corner of Merrick Road and Cedar Shore Road. In 1935, the bones of 24 people were dug up at the site.”

http://truelegends.info/amityville/indians.htm
Friend or foe? I found a reference to him being a friend to Indians in the same paper:
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Coat of Arms of the Underhills. John Underhill was an expert Indian fighter as well as a friend to many Indians such as the Matinecocks that gave him 150 acres near Oyster Bay, named "Killingworth."

Also small passage:
English-Connecticut mercenary John Underhill, along with two companies of 120 volunteers, and Mohegan scouts, hired by Kieft for 25,000 guilders, kills over 120 Indian men, women and children at their fort (Fort Neck) near today's Massapequa. ** Connecticut pioneers, among them John Seren, settle north of Long Island's Hempstead Plains.

http://home.eznet.net/~dminor/NYNY1640.html
Interesting date listed in this piece:

“25 August 1636 Captains John Endecott, John Underhill, and William Turner sent to Block Island with 90 men to apprehend killers of Stone and Oldham and to seek reparations or plunder.
Most of the population of Block Island had escaped and had left little to plunder.”

Followed close by:

April 1637 Saybrook Company sends Underhill to Saybrook with 20 men.
Mason reinforces Fort Saybrook.
Gardiner, Underhill, and Mason quarrel.

And then again with:

“15 May 1637 Mason and Uncas arrive at Saybrook with their troops.
Uncas leads 40 warriors into battle against Pequots and Niantics, killing 4-7, taking one prisoner, and leaving one Mohegan wounded.
At Fort Saybrook, Mason’s men torture the prisoner. Underhill shoots him, ostensibly to end his suffering. 

16 May 1637 Underhill places his 19 men under Mason’s command. 
20 of Mason’s men are sent to reinforce Connecticut’s other settlements. 

18 May 1637 Mason and Underhill’s forces embark. 

20 May 1637 Mason and Underhill arrive in Narragansett territory. 

22-24 May 1637 Mason, Underhill, and Lieutenant Richard Siely confer with Narragansetts. Narragansetts under Miantonomo and Eastern Niantics under Ninigret ally with the English.”

http://bc.barnard.columbia.edu/~rmccaugh/earlyAC/pequottl.htm 
So now we have NY, CT, and RI for his escapades.

Found a reference to John Underhill in conjunction with the famed Buckout Road
“Before you go hunting for flesh eating albinos, you might want to learn a bit about the area.  Buckout 
Road connects the eastern part of White Plains, NY to West Harrison, NY. Majority of the road is in the 
town of Harrison.
The town of Harrison, known for the Fortune 500 companies Pepsico and IBM Corp which are based 
there,  claims a guy named Charles Dawson was their first historian. According to Dawson, the area was 
originally inhabited by a tribe called Siwanoy who allegedly sold the land which is currently the town of 
Harrison to two men from Greenwich, Connecticut; Peter Disbrow and John Budd in 1666, and again to 
a Long Island Quaker named John Harrison in 1695.
Apparently there was some sort of technicality as Disbrow and Budd didn’t file the proper paper work with 
the government of New York, but Harrison did. There is no record as to what the Siwanoy received in 
return for their land and it should also be noted that there were high tensions between Dutch settlers and 
the Siwanoy within Westchester County including an incident in 1643 when Siwanoys destroyed a Dutch 
settlement in nearby Pelham Bay which included Siwanoy chief Wampage scalping Anne Hutchinson. 
Earlier that year, Dutch settlers throughout New Amsterdam (now known as New York) launched attacks 
on Native Americans. A book called “The History Of The City Of Brooklyn” published in 1867 describes 
the Natives were remorselessly butchered. The bloodshed was climaxed by John Underhill's raid on a a 
Siwanoy village near present-day Bedford in 1644, effectively crushing Native American  resistance. On 
August 30, 1645, a general peace treaty was signed between the Dutch and Natives of the Hudson 
Valley area. War casualties, combined with the diseases brought by the Europeans, greatly diminished 
the Native population. While Natives remained for years on the lands they had sold, they gradually 
disappeared. By 1800 there were very few still living in Westchester County. One can only speculate as 
to whether or not there are Native American burial grounds on Buckout Road as there are no records 
indicating either way; mind you there are several cemeteries on Buckout Road which were not marked 
as such until a few years ago!”

http://www.bedofnailz.com/history.html 

Well he was just a fine fellow wasn’t he?:

“The most notorious adulterer in colonial Massachusetts, Capt. John Underhill, escaped death. Associated first with Hutchinson and then with the dissenting faction that removed to New Hampshire, he moved in and out of Boston, alternately repenting from and repeating his sexual escapades. Winthrop, frustrated by the inability of the Boston church to discipline him, explained that "all his confessions were mixed with such excuses and extenuations, as did not give satisfaction of the truth of his repentance, so as it seemed to be done rather out of policy, and to pacify the sting of his conscience, than in sincereity." Finally brought "by the blessing of God" to the point of excommunication, Underhill made an appeal that filled the church with "weeping eyes." He appeared without a neck band or collar and with "a foul linen cap pulled close to his eyes." Even Winthrop succumbed. "He spake well, save that his blubbering, etc., interrupted him, and all along he discovered a broken and melting heart, and gave good exhortations to take heed of such vanities and beginnings of evil as had occasioned his fall."56 50       Underhill attempted to save not only his own neck but also the reputation of the woman charged with him. In the process he celebrated his own prowess as a lover. The woman had "withstood him six months against all his solicitations (which he thought no woman could have resisted) before he could overcome her chastity, but being once overcome, she was wholly at his will." To reassure the community of the sincerity of his repentance, he went to the woman's husband, "fell upon his knees before him in the presence of some of the elders and others, and confessed the wrong he had done him, and besought him to forgive him." The cuckolded husband not only freely forgave him, he sent Underhill's wife "a token," a gesture that symbolically restored some balance to a system that ignored the interests of wives in cases of adultery.57 Like Mary Latham, John Underhill produced a compelling drama of penitence, but in his case, the machinations of friends in the General Court saved his life if not his soul.”

http://www.historycooperative.org/journals/mhr/3/ulrich.html 
