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Edtech 101

Subject:  History
Topic: Pyramids Around the World

Grade/Year Level: 2nd year High School

Learner Characteristics/ Setting:

The students are enrolled in a private school in the urban setting.  The main reason why this is the school setting is because the media that will be used is multimedia and should therefore be able to have the facilities needed.


One specific learner characteristic is that the students are already knowledgeable with the use of internet resources.  This would be supplemented by the fact that usually computer lessons are being taught in private schools during the freshman year of the highschoolers so they would have had enough awareness and skill in accessing valuable information online.


That being the case, I think that the students are very modern and would expect that their lessons should be exciting and new for them to be really interested in.

Objectives:


For the students to be able to:

1. appreciate the beauty and complexity of pyramids

2. understand the socio-cultural context of the “invention” of pyramids during the ancient times

3. be enlightened that pyramids aren’t only confined to Egypt and there are pyramids all over the world

Media/Materials:


The materials that will be used, as mentioned previously, is the multimedia.  There will be a short video clip of the movie “The Mummy” or “The Mummy Returns” as motivation.

The presumption here is that their attention will be captured because movies are pastimes for people and not necessarily associated with “strict” lecture-type of teaching.


The next media to be used is the powerpoint presentation.  This will contain the bulk of the lecture but will be filled with many pictures so the students aren’t bored.

*Actually, ma’am, I’m still looking for the Discovery Channel/National Geographic CD which features Pyramids.  If I find it before my demo teaching, I’m thinking if it will be a better alternative for them to watch the documentary full-length.


While the powerpoint presentation contents are being discussed, there will be supplementary audio music just for them to get the feel of ancient times.  There will also be National Geographic magazines featuring the pyramids in some parts of the world.
Lesson Proper:

	Slide 1
	Good morning, class! Have you watched the movie “The Mummy”?  What did you find interesting there in the movie?  Do you know the big architectural structures there?  Yes, they are called pyramids.  So let’s first watch a video clip from this movie and take notice of the pyramids, okay.

(after the film clip viewing) Who among of you would like to be Brendan Fraser or Rachel Weiss in that movie?  Would you also have liked to explore the pyramids?



	Slide 2
	What can you say about pyramids you say in the film clip? What do you think sets the pyramid apart from other architectural structures?

Does anybody here know where the word “pyramid” came from?  It actually came from the Greek word 'pyramis' which means 'wheat cake‘ because the Greeks were reminded of these pointy-topped cakes when they looked at these ancient structures. 



	Slide 3
	Why do you think the pyramids were built?

So we can better understand why pyramids had to be created in the first place, here are some of the reasons cited that explain why pyramids were built.

One reason and the more commonly known or prevailing archaeological theory is that pyramids are tombs of Egyptian pharaohs and kings.

Another explanation is that because the pyramid shape represented the rays of the sun, the pharaohs can reach the heavens through these sunbeams.

The third speculation is that the pyramids are used as astronomical observatories.  The stars can easily be seen from these architectural structures.

	Slide 4
	So let me ask you this question:  Are pyramids only to be found in Egypt?  If no, where else do you know pyramids are located?  Here are some pictures of pyramids that can be seen in different parts of the world.



	Slide 5
	Here is a world map and we will try to pinpoint the places where other less-known pyramids can be found.  Small triangles will represent pyramids in this map.  

We have pyramids, of course, in Egypt, in Mexico, Peru, China, Spain, Greece, Cambodia, near Guam, and Nubia.



	Slide 6
	Here is another map, close-up now, of the Egypt area.  The more popular are those that are in Giza.  



	Slide 7
	When we speak of the Seven Wonders of the Ancient World, this pyramid is what we are usually referring to.  It is so big it is said to be large enough to contain the European cathedrals of Florence, Milan, St. Peters, Westminster Abbey and St. Paul's. Of the seven ancient wonders, it is the only one still standing. it is large enough to contain the European cathedrals of Florence, Milan, St. Peters, Westminster Abbey and St. Paul's. It was also the tallest building until the 19th century.



	Slide 8
	Khafra was Khufu’s son.  His pyramid was the second largest and stands in the middle of the three Giza pyramids.  What differentiates his pyramid is that a sphinx watches over the pyramid.  What do you know of the Sphinx?  What do you think did it symbolize?  A lion represented immortality according to their culture.



	Slide 9
	Does anyone here know where Nubia is?  Please point it at the world map in front.  

Nubia is now more often called as Northern Sudan.  There are also pyramids here, totaling to a number of 223!  It was first built by the Nubian king Tirhakah when he saw the Egyptian pyramids and patterned these Nubian pyramids to them.  The main difference is that Nubian pyramids are much steeper due to the shadoof. The shadoof, a crane-like tool used to lift blocks.



	Slide 10
	There are also pyramids in Canary Islands.  Now do you remember which country the Canary Islands belong to: Spain or Portugal?  Yes, it is in the territory of Spain.

Since the pyramids are located in the island, there have been speculation that the pyramids there may be remains from pre-European voyagers who sailed the Atlantic in ancient times. 

Another interesting feature of these pyramids are that they are made of black volcanic stone.



	Slide 11
	The pyramid in Italy is noticeably modern looking.  It was built in the 1st century BC during the "Cleopatra craze" in architecture that swept across Rome at the time.  It was built of concrete and faced with marble and has an interior tomb vault and is 35 metres high. 

	Slide 12
	In an area between the South American cities of Chiclayo and Trujillo, archaeologists have unearthed the remains of 26 pyramids. 



	Slide 13
	Has anyone of you heard about the Moche civilization?  …I suppose not.  But here is a map of a region in Peru where the Moche pyramids are located.

Most of what we know about the Moche, the mysterious civilization that built this pyramid, comes from the pottery they left behind. Their ceramics tell stories of human sacrifice that feature a sinister character that is drinking a cup of blood as part of a ritual in which the skin of victims was removed so that their skeletons could dance for the gods.



	Slide 14
	The discovery of the Lost pyramids of Caral was headlined in the year 2001.  The discovered site was said to be thousand years older than the earliest known civilisation in the Americas.  A stunning revelation was that the lost pyramids of Caral Incorporated in a “gentle society” with no evidence of battles or mutilated bodies.



	Slide 15
	In Turkey can be found an unusual pyramid.  Mt. Nemrut is actually a natural mountain but an artificial top or peak was built as a tomb for King Antinochus.  There are also a number of gigantic statues that can be found there.



	Slide 16
	The Pyramid of Hellenikon in Greece was built entirely from gray limestone.  Others speculate that it was built nearly 100 years before the Great Pyramids of Giza. 

Many believe the pyramid was originally used as a fort, erected to control access to nearby roads.  Based from the functions of pyramids that we have discussed, wouldn’t you say that this Greek pyramid is what can be called practical?



	Slide 17
	Another group of pyramids were found in Shanxi province, China.  Can you imagine a white pyramid?  
Well, believe it or not, the Chinese pyramid is the one called White Pyramid.

It was discovered by an Air Force pilot after World War II as he was forced to fly over China at a low altitude due to engine trouble.

From the picture I showed you a while ago of the White Pyramid, what is the marked difference between the Giza Pyramids and this Chinese pyramid, aside from the color?
Yes, the top of the Chinese pyramid is flat.  Why do you think so?  They just wanted to be different? No.  It is actually because temples are placed on the highest point of the pyramid so it has to be level or flat-topped.

Many local farmers still bury their dead near the pyramid.  



	Slide 18
	In Central America, there are many pyramids.  There are Mayan pyramids, for one.

The ancient Mayans built two types of pyramids, those that were meant to be climbed were used for holding rituals and those that were not were too steep to climb.  



	Slide 19
	Have you ever considered the complexity of these pyramids?
Here are some tidbits that will tell you how complex pyramids are:  meticulous mathematicians built this pyramid.

There are 91 steps on each side of the pyramid for a total of 364 steps. The temple at the top of the pyramid gives you a 365-day year. There are 18 terraces on the pyramid that represent the number of months in the Mayan calendar. 

This step pyramid that stands 79 feet tall and was used for human sacrifice. Lifeless bodies were thrown down the stepped sides of the pyramid after their hearts were removed. 



	Slide 20
	The Teotihuacan Pyramids are one of the pyramids in the Central American area.  The Pyramid of the Sun and the Pyramid of the Moon are two pyramids that are quite well known and were even featured in the National Geographic magazine!  I brought a copy of that magazine and although the issue is rather old, the pictures are still good to look at! J   please pass around the magazine for everyone to see some pictures of the pyramids I am discussing right now.  Also, the cave below the pyramid is believed to be a direct link to the underworld.



	Slide 21
	Another one of the Teotihuacan Pyramids is the Pyramid of the Moon.  Similar with the Giza pyramids wherein the Kufu pyramid is largest but the Khafre pyramid seemingly level with Great Pyramid, that is because the Moon Pyramid was built on an elevated location.  It also went through five distinct phases or stages of building successively larger pyramids on top of previous ones,  often partially destroying the previous pyramid in the process. 



	Slide 22
	So I hope you enjoyed that mini-tour to the pyramids around the world, class.  If you want to look at other internet resources and try out online games, you can visit: www.beyondbooks.com/_wcu81/3e.aspor try surfing through www.ancientegypt.co.uk




