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Note: You may be wondering why I am typing this way.  No particular format.  I’m trying to imagine myself living in the past where there isn’t actually any available technology for teachers to use.
Somehow, in attempting to write a reflection paper for the entire course on Educational Materials, I feel as though I’m just a few steps before actually becoming a teacher myself.  I’m relishing in the feeling right now.

Honestly, every time I come to class for the past few months, I’ve managed to smile in each of those Tuesdays and Fridays.  It has really been encouraging to learn that there is so much more we can do for our students to better learn what they need to.

“Facts as facts do not always create a spirit of reality, because reality is a spirit.” – G.K. Chesterton

That being said, I think that this course really helps the students a lot to realize that teaching is not simply just giving the children information.  Any kind of information would remain futile if the pupils didn’t understand why they have to learn that information.

So in this course, Edtech 101, our eyes were literally opened that as future educators, there are various ways by which we can make pupils appreciate learning and not force them to want to study.  That’s why motivation techniques are very important and interaction with them during class time.

Learning is so much better if the students experience it as much as they can.  Early in the class, we learned about real objects and models and how they can stimulate possibly all the senses and that is an advantage for using these educational materials. But we also learned that of course the context of actually using real objects and models is of major importance too.  The school setting and background of the children should be considered.

I have learned that teaching is not some isolated case or profession where teachers can be so ideal and be nonchalant about social issues.  It is imperative that what we impart to students are not just our biases and let them explore what they want on their own or believe to be true.

The social scenario around them or reality as they see it is also vital because this is what they will always associate their learnings with.  That is what I think the quote I cited above meant.  Reality is a “spirit” that should be experienced personally and not dictated upon.  
The future use by which this subject may bring to its students is quite simple yet profound.  On a personal level, when we become teachers and educators already, all we have to do is remember the guidelines in making educational materials---be it real objects and models, overhead transparencies, two-dimensional materials, audio-video, or multi-media.

If I were to break down each component and specifically discuss them, 

