THE DEMO-TEACHING EXPERIENCE

I learned while preparing the lesson plan for my demo-teaching that it can really be hard to choose what topic to prepare materials for and present in class if you don’t have a specialization.  Unfortunately, that is the case for me, since I am just like a CPE student.  But of course that isn’t something that could discourage me, right! (

So after much deliberation I finally decided to prepare a powerpoint presentation regarding pyramids around the world.


And I was so inspired to do it, I may have overdone it because I even added two-dimensional materials to supplement the presentation.  Of course that flaw was cited and thankfully corrected by ma’am Tess.


Perhaps I kept remembering the rule of thumb in communication research which is that it is always better to use many methods or what is called triangulation in trying to get the most relevant and significant data.

I learned my lesson then that teaching and researching in its strictest sense are not two disciplines that the approach can be very similar to each other.

While you can use research to enrich what you will impart to the class, at the end of the day, the strategy you use to help students digest the lesson can be very different.


The use of two-dimensional materials like maps and magazines can be very distracting for them.  Also, the background for the powerpoint presentation should be watermarked.  Those are corrections that are noted down.

I suppose the main thing that I realized in this part of the class activity is that we should always be open to criticisms and we, even as students should not be shy to critique our fellow student’s works especially if we have good intentions to actually help them improve their work.  I guess most of the students are afraid to raise questions that might put our fellow students on the spot when they are reporting.  Perhaps that’s the more important lesson:  that we prepare ourselves to the possibility that our work may have flaws we failed to see.  But in the end, we shouldn’t be disheartened and feel bad against those who said something that we didn’t like.  After all, life wouldn’t always go our way. (
Then, if I were to evaluate the entire “demo-teaching experience”, then may I say that I appreciate all the efforts of my classmates in their specific demo-teach activities.  Really, without any hint of drama, I mean it.  I know that we all have our respective requirements in different subjects and to come out in front and present to the class is an effort already.
That is why I choose as the “best demo-teaching” is that of casey.  Perhaps it is because the target class she had was also something unique because it will be with elementary children.  Perhaps it is also because we were already impressed with the way she presented her OHT’s.  obviously, there was a lot of work to come up with two-dimensional materials and laminate each one so they can be used in actual lessons.  In addition, the topic of non-living things and she used real objects which is important especially in gradeschoolers who need to really see for themselves the distinguishing factors.
As for the “worst” in demo-teaching, can I just mention the ones who in point of fact weren’t able to present in class.  wouldn’t that mean that either they weren’t prepared until the last day of classes or their total neglect for the subject?  Knowing that it was a requirement, the least they could have done is present something, although not outstanding, but something that will prove they cared to complete the course.
Anyhow, since that is not exactly evaluating those who demo-teached, perhaps the one which I think could be further improved the most was that of kuya chris.  Although his target students for his chemistry lesson were high schoolers, I didn’t find any stimulation or point of interest from his overhead transparency.  Also, the topic on OHT’s were many times discussed and emphasized because it was obviously the more usual form of educational material available.  So all of us were expected to have “mastered” the craft of preparing OHT’s.  Mayhap the least that he could have done to perk up the look of his topic on how soap’s cleaning action is for some color in his OHT’s or he could have provided some other activity or experiment so the lesson wouldn’t only be conceptual or left in the head afterwards as a vague lecture.
In ending, let me quote the author of the book “Apples and Chalkdust: Inspirational stories and encouragement for teachers”, Vicki Caruana :

“Allow your opinions to be enriched by the insight of others.”

That basically captures what has been my learning experience here in class, especially through this last class activity.

