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	Good morning class (1st year HighSchool)!  Who among you loves reading pocketbooks, novels or stories?  Do you notice the different elements in it?

Well, the elements of the short story are quite similar to those of novels.

There’s the setting or the time and place of the story’s action.

Where do you think this element usually comes in the story? [in the middle, near the end, or at the beginning]

Yes, you are correct.  Normally, early in the short story the setting is already being given so that the readers can picture out the story and can have a feel of being part of the story.

What are the other short story elements?  For example, what do you call the persons in the teleserye Lovers in Paris like Vivian and Carlo?

They are called the characters.  They can either be main or minor characters.

Why do you think minor characters have to be included in short stories?

[nothing much, so that there will be more people to talk about, so that there will be a love triangle just like Martin in Lovers in Paris, etc.]

Very insightful of you, class!  well, another reason is that the action of the story is kept moving and we as readers can learn more about the main characters.
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	The third element of the short story is the plot or the series of events that make the story a whole.  

The exposition is that part of the plot where setting, characters are introduced.

Usually, the sequence of events will be something like the one in this flowchart.  

What is the topmost box here in the left?  It is the conflict or problem.  What are the situations that you find yourselves struggling with most of the time?  Just like in real life, the most common conflicts are those between characters with another character, or versus forces of nature.  Other times, the characters deal with supernatural power and some times too, with the character him/herself.

Rising action is the term we use to indicate that the conflict is being developed in the story.  There will be a heightening of emotions, that is why the word “rising” was used.

Usually, when there is conflict, what comes after?  Just like in movies which tell about a restless spirit, like The Ring, there is what do you call it?

[Japanese film? No.  Horror movie.  Yes, but what do you feel when you watch the events unfold?  Ahh, Suspense!!!  Yes, it is that point of excited interest or worry.

Next is of course, the highest point of interest.  What is the term we use in literature, class?  Starts with the letter C.  very good, it is the climax.  It is also the turning point of the story.

Falling action, as opposed to the rising action is that part where the story nears the end and later on, there would more likely be a solution to the conflict or what can be called resolution.  This is normally the last part of the short story.
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	Here are some pointers or guidelines that you can use when writing a short story.  Anybody here who has already made a short story?  [Well, if there is someone who already did, he/she will be asked about what she considered doing while writing the short story.]

Why do you think there should be a gist of the story while starting to write the story?

[so we know what we want to come up with even before everything else and more or else, we have the characters that will play a role in the story.  Or so that we will not be sidetracked by some other things we want to add or subtract from the story…]

Next tip is that the events should build up in suspense.  Let me ask you, would you want to be reading about a person where nothing new and exciting is told about him or her?

We have to consider how short stories evolved.  Do you have any idea when or how short stories came to being?

In the 1900’s, after the world wars, when modern times made life a little bit more fast-paced, then stories had to be brief as well.  In current situations too, we may not have enough time to sit and read a 500-page book.

That’s why we have to keep in mind that every event needs to have some degree of suspense that is higher than the one preceding it.

In formally writing down the short story, what do you think catches your attention?

Is it an exclamation, or a question or a quotation?  You can start your story with these short snappy sentences.
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TIPS IN WRITING 

A SHORT STORY

True ease in writing comes from art, not chance,

As those move easiest who have learned to dance.

---Pope


	Also, definitely so we catch our reader’s imagination, vivid descriptions and picture-making words have to be employed in writing the story.

Since the short story, as the name indicates, is only brief, ending the story after the highest point of interest will be the right thing to do so you don’t drag the story.

For the last guideline in writing short stories, of course, you will have to entitle your literary creations.

What are the titles of articles or books that up to now you still remember?  Give me an example.  

[ABNKKBSNPlaKo!, etc.]

Well, these are exactly what your title should be---that which will arouse curiosity.  

But at the same time, your title should give your prospective readers an idea about the content or the short story.

Finally, let me read to you something the writer Pope said: “True ease in writing comes from art, not chance,

As those move easiest who have learned to dance.”

So write away! 
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The third element of the short story is the plot or the series of events that make the story a whole.  

The exposition is that part of the plot where setting, characters are introduced.

Usually, the sequence of events will be something like the one in this flowchart.  

What is the topmost box here in the left?  It is the conflict or problem.  What are the situations that you find yourselves struggling with most of the time?  Just like in real life, the most common conflicts are those between characters with another character, or versus forces of nature.  Other times, the characters deal with supernatural power and some times too, with the character him/herself.

Rising action is the term we use to indicate that the conflict is being developed in the story.  There will be a heightening of emotions, that is why the word “rising” was used.

Usually, when there is conflict, what comes after?  Just like in movies which tell about a restless spirit, like The Ring, there is what do you call it?

[Japanese film? No.  Horror movie.  Yes, but what do you feel when you watch the events unfold?  Ahh, Suspense!!!  Yes, it is that point of excited interest or worry.

Next is of course, the highest point of interest.  What is the term we use in literature, class?  Starts with the letter C.  very good, it is the climax.  It is also the turning point of the story.

Falling action, as opposed to the rising action is that part where the story nears the end and later on, there would more likely be a solution to the conflict or what can be called resolution.  This is normally the last part of the short story.
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		WRITE DOWN A ONE-PARAGRAPH SUMMARY OF YOUR INTENDED STORY.
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Here are some pointers or guidelines that you can use when writing a short story.  Anybody here who has already made a short story?  [Well, if there is someone who already did, he/she will be asked about what she considered doing while writing the short story.]

Why do you think there should be a gist of the story while starting to write the story?

[so we know what we want to come up with even before everything else and more or else, we have the characters that will play a role in the story.  Or so that we will not be sidetracked by some other things we want to add or subtract from the story…]

Next tip is that the events should build up in suspense.  Let me ask you, would you want to be reading about a person where nothing new and exciting is told about him or her?

We have to consider how short stories evolved.  Do you have any idea when or how short stories came to being?

In the 1900’s, after the world wars, when modern times made life a little bit more fast-paced, then stories had to be brief as well.  In current situations too, we may not have enough time to sit and read a 500-page book.

That’s why we have to keep in mind that every event needs to have some degree of suspense that is higher than the one preceding it.

In formally writing down the short story, what do you think catches your attention?

Is it an exclamation, or a question or a quotation?  You can start your story with these short snappy sentences.
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TIPS IN WRITING 

A SHORT STORY

True ease in writing comes from art, not chance,

As those move easiest who have learned to dance.

---Pope



Also, definitely so we catch our reader’s imagination, vivid descriptions and picture-making words have to be employed in writing the story.

Since the short story, as the name indicates, is only brief, ending the story after the highest point of interest will be the right thing to do so you don’t drag the story.

For the last guideline in writing short stories, of course, you will have to entitle your literary creations.

What are the titles of articles or books that up to now you still remember?  Give me an example.  

[ABNKKBSNPlaKo!, etc.]

Well, these are exactly what your title should be---that which will arouse curiosity.  

But at the same time, your title should give your prospective readers an idea about the content or the short story.

Finally, let me read to you something the writer Pope said: “True ease in writing comes from art, not chance,

As those move easiest who have learned to dance.”

So write away! 
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Good morning class (1st year HighSchool)!  Who among you loves reading pocketbooks, novels or stories?  Do you notice the different elements in it?

Well, the elements of the short story are quite similar to those of novels.

There’s the setting or the time and place of the story’s action.

Where do you think this element usually comes in the story? [in the middle, near the end, or at the beginning]

Yes, you are correct.  Normally, early in the short story the setting is already being given so that the readers can picture out the story and can have a feel of being part of the story.

What are the other short story elements?  For example, what do you call the persons in the teleserye Lovers in Paris like Vivian and Carlo?

They are called the characters.  They can either be main or minor characters.

Why do you think minor characters have to be included in short stories?

[nothing much, so that there will be more people to talk about, so that there will be a love triangle just like Martin in Lovers in Paris, etc.]

Very insightful of you, class!  well, another reason is that the action of the story is kept moving and we as readers can learn more about the main characters.










