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	The interactions of  various social, economic, political and global forces on the Melayu-Muslim  society vis-à-vis other racial groups in Malaysia have indeed created    an emerging new general global identity. While the traditional ethnic consciousness of being Melayu-Islam remained significant and central in their mind nevertheless the need to identify with a larger global group has pushed the Islamic identity to the fore with greater functionality at global level. Part of the choice is determined by the greater religious affiliation with the larger Islamic ummah (community) world-wide with Malaysia currently holding the chair of the international Organisation of Islamic Conference (OIC). More importantly is the workings of the international economic and political forces where personal and religious affiliations seemed to have provided a greater determining role for the choice of partnerships in the search for certainty and trusted relationships  among international players. World-wide development in the fundamental ideas of ‘retribalisation’ since the fall of the great powers at the end of the 20th century and the mobilisation of global diaporic ‘ethnic’ economic powers as practised by the Chinese and Indian global diaspora as well as the ‘Francophile’ and ‘Anglophile’ and the ‘Slavic’  movements have brought to the fore the need for fundamental global affiliations in which Islam has become the dynamic external and internal factor in the mind of Muslim at large. Negative implications from the whole western movement of  demonisng the Muslims through ‘islamophobia’ has only created greater determination to portray islam as a fundamentally ‘peaceful – salam’ religion at international level. The mobilastion of ideas and movements by members of the OIC countries at various international levels have had a general impact in creating the greater need to deepen the Islamic consciousness internally at home and externally abroad. This seems to be the new dynamic in the Melayu-Islam conscuousness. 
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