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	Abstract (250 words) 

	When considering Afro-Arab relations, for example, it is essential to take the Islamic factor into account. Indeed, numerous earlier studies fail to do so, and focus unsuccessfully on economical, geo-political and strategic interest factors. The role of the individual, of religious groupings and the political effectiveness of symbols in forming informal networks is neglected in the institutional approach towards international relations and identities constructions. 
Based on the study of the roles and uses of brotherhoods and Islamic associations in relations between Senegal and other Arab world countries, my paper attempts to show the true importance of the spiritual or religious dimension. It will see how individuals manage to assert themselves in areas previously reserved for institutions and states. The arrival of individuals on the scene of international relations causes rivalry with the State, which, lacking in means, meets with strong competition in the educational, health and social sectors. 
The religious parties are prepared to invest precisely in these sectors, thanks to the Arab partners financial backing. In order to avoid a parallel diplomacy, the State chooses to implement a set of strategies based on the sovreignty principle, whereby internal rivals to powerful international relations and networks are dealt with carefully. 
This interactive game which swings between the political use of religious symbols and negociation of meaning, and which concerns individuals with both conflicting and complimentary interests is at the heart of this thesis.  We also discuss the pertinence of the religious factor and the role of the individual for the analysis of international relations, as opposed to inter-state relations. 
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