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	Abstract (250 words) 

	Since the Malays became Muslim more than 600 years ago Islam has been an important force that shaped the society. In the early 20th the reformist movement which was originated from the Middle East played an important role in influencing the social and religious development of the society. In the 1970s, as a result of the Islamic resurgence that swept the Muslim World the Malay society was also affected by the phenomenon. The combination of external and internal factors led to the new social, political and economic development in Malay society as a result of a new understanding of Islam as a way of life. The most visible physical result of this  phenomenon, however,  was seen by the increasing number of Malay women donning headscarves and the increase number men and women observing Islamic practices.

         The increase in the understanding and the practices of Islam in Malay society was further enhanced when Malaysia under the premiership of Mahathir Mohamad introduced the policy of the inculcation of Islamic values. The implementation of the policy led the establishment of several Islamic institutions such as Islamic bank, Islamic insurance, International Islamic University and many others. 
          Following the retirement of Dr. Mahathir in 2003 and the appointment of Abdullah Ahmad Badawi as Malaysia’s fifth prime minister, he introduced in 2004 a new approach of Islam known as Islam Hadhari. This approach of Islam is a continuation of the earlier policy with the intention of making Islam better understood and more relevant with the current challenges. The vision envisage by approach is to make Malaysia as a model of a develop Muslim country which progressed according to its own mould. The detractor of the approach argued that it is nothing more than a mere political gimmick, but the implementation of Islam Hadhari outlined by its ten principles hoped to see a new perspectives of Islam acceptable by everyone regardless of race, religion, language and culture.
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