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	Religion has always played important roles in the political milieu of the Malay Archipelago since the establishment of the first Malay kingdom hundred years ago. Different roles have been entrusted to the religious authorities by the palace of the Malay kings. During the Indian period, religious scholars were given special positions among the royal elites and played significant roles in maintaining the legitimacy of the king. A close relationship between religious scholars and the Malay rulers is also evident after the coming of Islam in the archipelago. Once again, religious authorities had been entrusted with a special role by the ruling elites. Unlike the period of Indian influence, the new Muslim scholars took on a significantly different role with regard to their functions at the courts of Malay Muslim rulers. History of the early Muslim scholars in the Malay Archipelago shows that not all of them decided to maintain a close relationship with the palace. Evidence from traditional Malay texts such as Sejarah Melayu and Bustān al-Salātin provide further examples on this matter. This paper suggests that after the spread of Islam in the Malay Archipelago, relationship between religious scholars and secular leaders has changed drastically. From being an authority introduced only to serve the king to a more important role. Some of them continued to work with the palace while the rest decided to stay away from the circle of power to be with the people. 
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