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	Following the intensification of the islamisation process of the Malay Archipelago from the fifteenth century onwards, much attention and energy was spent by the Malays; who were also known collectively as Jāwah, in the formulation and development of their religious discourse in the form of kitab jawi or religious literatures written using the Jawi script. Despite the flourishing of new intellectual hubs in the various cosmopolitan city-ports of Malacca, Aceh, and others, the Jāwah were also known to have traveled to the Islamic heartlands to perform the pilgrimage and spent years of their lives in search of knowledge. In fact, towards the middle of the nineteenth century, a considerable community of teachers, students and authors was already thriving in Mecca and served as the most revered point of religious reference for their compatriots back home. However, apart from Creed, Jurisprudence, and Sufism, which dominated the main themes of the kitab jawi, and subsequently the focus of study among researchers in the field, not much is known on the state of hadīth and its scholarship among the Jāwah in this period. Notwithstanding this, as well as the scarcity of materials, this paper endeavors to analyze this important issue while highlighting its main patterns of development throughout this period as exemplified by some of the available and newly discovered resources on the matter. In addition, a discussion on the changing patterns of hadīth scholarship at the turn of the twentieth century will also be included for a more comprehensive understanding of the subject matter.
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