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	This study examines the influence of Islam and culture on the Malay-Muslim business environment. Three distinctive phases in their cultural history namely the primitive stage, the Hinduistic stage and the Islamic stage are discussed. As a part of the Malay cultural influence, the period of British colonialization on Malaya during the 18th and 20th century is also discussed. Cultural influences from these sources are examined to present a clear picture on the entity of the Malay culture and its possible origins. The various definitions of the Malays are discussed taking into account albeit being inclined to the definition from the Constitution of Malaysia.  The historical evidence of their trade in South East Asia is elaborated to periods dated back before the presence of colonials such as the Portuguese, Netherlands and British. 

The presence of Islam in Malaysia is first looked from the dates and the process of the incoming of Islam into the Malay Archipelago. The debates on the process of Islam becoming a dominant factor in the Malay culture and how it is accepted and practiced in Malaysia follow. Intricately, however, the “Malayness” of this people is viewed as a result of the strength of two central pillars: Islam as a religious and universal pillar, and the Malay customary laws or the adat as the locally embedded morality. This paper suggests that within the life of the Malay, Islam has taken the “cultural-symbolic” form. Besides being a critical pillar for the faith, it is also ceremonial and ritualistic. Finally, this paper looks at how traders within the environs of the Malays deal, tolerate and involve with the interplay of Islamic teachings and the culture. 
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