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	This paper is an attempt to highlight the role played by Shaykh Abu Jabir,   `Abdullah b. Ahmad al-Ghadamisi (generally known as Shaykh Abdullah Maghribi) one of the islah’s figures in Malaya in their movement against elements of shirk (polytheism), khurafat (superstition) and bid`ah (innovation) and for the return to the pure teachings of Islam based on the Qyr`an and the Hadith (Traditions of the Prophet Muhammad sallallahu `alaihi wasallam).  Shaykh Abu Jabir was a progressive religious teacher, writer and activist in the cause of islah or reform in Islam. He was a primary recource for Syed Shaykh al-Hady’s jihad. The role played by Abu Jabir clearly shows his resourcefulness in bringing the Malays to an awareness of the importance of islah. Though he was no a Malay, his activities and involvement in Malay society showed his empathy with the Malay people. His contributions to the educational world in Perak and Penang bear witness to his awareness of the importance of education for Muslims. As a teacher, he had proven his credibility. Like the other islah figures, Syed shaykh al-Hady and Shaykh Tahir Jalaluddin, who were his contemporaries, he rebuked, shook and challenged the peaceful slumber of the Islamic situation at tah time. 
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