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	SPEAKER PROPOSAL

This is a paper to mark the very special occasion where the University of Wales is officially designated by the High Commission of Malaysia (acting on evidence from the Malaysian Student Advisory Committee) as an official ‘Centre for Islamic Studies’. The central theme of the paper will be the nature of the ‘quantum leap’ involved for Malaysian students in ‘crossing’ not only ‘academic cultures’ but in learning to adapt to working within new philosophical and mental ‘thought modes’ and ways of logical expression.

MY UNIQUE POSITION

The paper is written from my own unique perspective of working with a unique group of students, the Malaysian Ph.D candidates. As course developer and tutor for advanced academic discourse, attached to the English Department, I hold a very privileged position. These highly educated and high ranking young lecturers come to UWL from prestigious universities in Malaysia to take their learning to doctorate level. My work with them is to sort out grammar, structure, clarity, logicality, referencing, paraphrasing, synthesis, and so on.  In other words, my job is to help them achieve what we regard as a piece of intelligent writing, at every level, so that they can meet academic expectations in British Universities. So I ‘teach’, and they ‘learn’, but they in turn teach me. And I learn so much, about their own cultures and ideologies, their own ‘thought modes’ and ‘ways of logical expression’. This is the joy of my job, which represents the interactive and dialogical teaching and learning situation which should be at the heart of such a profound learning and teaching experience. 

OPPOSING EDUCATIONAL IDEOLOGIES

The main focus in this paper will therefore be upon ‘what I have learned’ from our community of Malaysian students at UWL from my deep level work with them, as together we shape in dialogue in English those concepts which they can already express with ease in their first language. The ‘critical thinking model’ valued in British Higher Education will be a central theme in this, and how its emphasis on a particular type of ‘linear’ and ‘analytical’ logic may seem alien to budding Malaysian scholars, who are accustomed to operating within a much more ‘circular’ rhetorical model. The ‘quantum leap’ involved in integrating into their thinking this ‘new model’ may cause considerable ‘culture shock’, and this too will be a focus. Learning to subject all written expression to the rigour of ‘rationality’ and ’logic’ in British Academic culture (and within its strong tradition of ‘debate’ and ‘scholastic disputation’) may conflict (for example) with the place of reason in the Islamic faith. The expectation of ‘rejecting an argument’ in order to replace it with one’s own reasoned views rests, for example, on a profound faith in the ‘rightness’ of personal thinking. 

Such ‘faith’ in personal ability may ‘conflict’ at profound religious levels. Young scholars in Muslim cultures such as Malaysia may be more accustomed to the need for humility and silence when ‘receiving knowledge’ from ‘Masters’, for example, whether written or spoken. Students may therefore seek further understanding, but they will not question and challenge in the way that we in British Higher Education expect and value, operating as we do from the standpoint of our ‘critical thinking model’. ‘Reason’ in Islam is a God-given tool by which we must seek to deepen our understanding of the Qu’oran (for example), or the sayings of the Prophet (Peace Be Upon Him) from the Hadith, or from its great expositors and interpreters in the Shariah as to how we should conduct ourselves in mind, body and spirit in all areas of human existence. To value ‘reason’ above all things as we do in British culture would be for Muslims to worship the ‘gift’ instead of the ‘Giver’

These, then, will be the main themes, will which be thrown open to discussion after the conclusion of the talk. Possible solutions will then be considered as to how the sometimes painful ‘transition’ between the two cultures can be eased. 
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