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	The rational and empirical western philosophy of knowledge greatly influences the thoughts and lifestyles of modern Muslims because the Islamic philosophy of knowledge is not strongly or sufficiently developed outside the fields of Islamic Knowledge. Thus, in Malaysia, the National Education Philosophy was formulated by integrating selected ideals of western philosophy with Islamic principles as an effort to get the best of both worlds. This study investigated the types of philosophical beliefs held by Muslim science teachers and whether these beliefs were put into practise in the classroom. Data were collected using a set of questionnaire, semi-structured interviews and classroom observations. The questionnaires consisted of likert-scale items that measured respondents’ acceptance of three sets of principles formulated from the philosophy of science, the philosophy of education, and a generic combination of both from the Islamic or western perspectives. The sample consisted of 372 Muslim science teachers from 70 normal boarding schools and Islamic boarding schools. The findings showed that overall, the respondents held dualistic beliefs with equal weight given to Islamic and science principles and there were no significant differences by school or demographic factors. Also, respondents who reported to adhere strictly to Islamic principles accepted the generic principles in full but largely rejected the science principles. On the other hand, respondents who held science principles accepted the Islamic principles and the generic principles in equal weights. It was also found that respondents from the Islamic boarding schools held more flexible dualistic beliefs compared to their peers from the normal boarding schools. These findings showed that the respondents retained their Islamic principles and were comfortable in having dualistic beliefs. However, classroom observations revealed that these beliefs remained personal and were not translated into action during teaching and learning. 
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