
 



 



 



 



 



Primary sources are the best source of information.  Here are some examples. 
 

Some Primary Sources: 
 
 

I. Contemporary Records: while something is going on. 
 

A. Instruction or Command 
 
B. Stenographic, Photographic, or Phonographic 

 
C. Some business or legal papers 

 
D. Personal Notebooks and Private Memoranda 

 
E.  Video or Audio Recordings 
 

II. Confidential Reports: after the fact, to create impression, less intimate, not as    
            close to the event. 
 

A. Military and Diplomatic Dispatches 
 

B. Journal and Diaries 
 

C. Personal Letters 
  

III. Public Reports 
 

A. Newspapers and TV News 
 

B. Memoirs and Autobiographies  
 

C. Official and Authorized Histories 
 

IV. Written Questionnaires 
 

V. Government Documents and Compilations 
 

VI. Expressions of Opinion: Editorials, Speeches, Letter-to-the-editor, Cartoons, 
Political Cartoons 

 
VII. Fiction Books, Songs, and Poetry (contemporary) 

 
VIII. Folk Lore, Myths, Legends, Stories (contemporary) 

 


