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MARYLAND and JURISDICTION
17 Oct 00

Greetings Worshipful Master, Wardens, Past Masters, and Craft:

I hope this piece of correspondence finds each of you enjoying the many blessings the G.A.O.T.U. bestows upon us each day through His goodness and mercy.

Lecture Topic: The Original Two Degrees of Ancient Craft Masonry

In the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, the operative elements of the craft largely influenced and dictated the speculative institution.  As such, the division of members into grades paralleled those of the operative institution.  There were Masters to superintend the work, Fellow Crafts or Fellows to perform the labor, and Apprentices to be instructed in the principles of the art.  

Originally, an Apprentice was not a part of the Masonic craft, even after being entered on the books of the lodge; not until he had passed his apprenticeship and been accepted as a Fellow was he a craftsmen.  This was gradually overcome by the modern idea and after 1717, Apprentices initiated into a lodge formed the majority of the Craft.  Throughout the records of Ancient Charges and Regulations, you will find no reference to Apprentices except as a subordinate and probationary class, possessing no important prerogatives, while Fellow Crafts assumed the position of the main body of the Fraternity--a position presently occupied by Master Masons.

Eventually around the beginning of the eighteenth century, the speculative character of our Fraternity dominated the traditional structure and Apprentices rose in dignity and became the body of the Fraternity while Fellows and Masters were entrusted with the offices.

In the operative sense, the Entered Apprentice is unskilled and taken to learn from the instruction of the skilled and master workmen.  Speculatively the Entered Apprentice symbolizes childhood or youth and is considered only as a preparation and purification phase for something higher--the Greater Mysteries of Masonry to be learned and skills to be perfected in Manhood and passed on during old age.

Fraternally,

Michael A. Weaver, Sr.

