FREEMASONRY...A Way of Life

The Fraternity of Free and Accepted Masons is the oldest, largest and most widely known fraternal organization in the world.

Volumes have been written about it.  Yet, to many people, Freemasonry remains a mystery.

This summary is an attempt to relate some of the facts of Freemasonry that may be of interest to all.

HISTORY

Freemasonry traces its ancestry to the opera​tive crafts which, records indicate, were intro​duced into England as early as 674 A.D.

Freemasonry is directly descended from those associations of operative craftsmen, pri​marily the Cathedral Builders, of the Middle Ages. These men, because of their special knowledge and skills, were permitted special travel privileges and traveled from country to country employing the secrets and skills of their craft. These Master Craftsmen developed means of recognition and identification of their work.

In the Seventeenth and early Eighteenth Century, as Cathedral Building came to an end, numbers of these operative stone Mason guilds or Lodges began to accept as members good men who were not stone Masons or directly connected with the builders' craft. These were called Accepted or Speculative Masons. Grad​ually, the Lodges came to be composed almost entirely of these Accepted or Speculative Masons. From these groups, the Freemasonry of today had its beginning.

GRAND LODGES

In 1717, four Lodges of Freemasons, meet​ing in London, England, formed the first Grand Lodge of Freemasons in the world.

The Grand Lodge chartered Symbolic Lodges and Provincial Grand Lodges in many countries, including America, France, Germany, Italy, Sweden, Denmark, the Netherlands, and others.

Today, there are more than 150 Grand Lodges in free countries of the world with a membership of more than six million Masons.

The Grand Lodge is the administrative authority in its territory, known as a jurisdic​tion. The Grand Lodge of Japan is the supreme Masonic power and authority within the politi​cal boundaries of Japan.

MASONIC LODGES

The basic unit of all Grand Lodges is the Masonic Lodge, sometimes also called the Symbolic Lodge, Blue Lodge, or Craft Lodge. It is the Masonic Lodge that receives petitions from candidates for membership, and confers upon them the principal Masonic degrees known as the Entered Apprentice, Fellowcraft, and Master Mason Degrees.

There are now 20 such Lodges within the jurisdiction of the Grand Lodge of Japan. Before the formation of the Grand Lodge of Japan, other Lodges had been formed under authority of other Jurisdictions, and these Lodges were allowed to continue to function. And so, besides the 20 Lodges which belong to the Grand Lodge of Japan, there are two in Japan working under the Grand Lodge of the Philippines, two under the Scottish Constitu​tions, one under England, and one under Massachusetts.

FREEMASONRY AND RELIGION
Masonry is neither a religion nor a sub​stitute for one. Some people and some churches oppose Freemasonry in the belief that Masonry is a religion and may conflict with some of their teachings. Masonry, however, has no creed, no priesthood and no plan of salvation. Neither is it an offspring of any church, synagogue, or religious group; ancient or modern. It espouses none of them nor is it subservient to any. While Masonry does require a belief in a Supreme Being, each Mason worships in his own fashion according to his own religious faith, whether he be Christian, Buddhist, Jew, Hindu, Moslem, Protestant or Roman Catholic.

IS MASONRY A SECRET SOCIETY?
Contrary to what many believe, Freemason​ry is not a secret society. It does not hide its existence or its membership.

There has been no attempt to conceal the purpose, aims and principles of Freemasonry. It is an organization formed and existing on the broad basis of Brotherly Love, Relief of the Distressed, and Truth.

Its Constitutions are published for the world to behold. Its rules and regulations are open for inspection. Our Constitution and rules are on file with the Japanese Government and may be publicly reviewed. Great numbers of books on Freemasonry have been published and they are available in public libraries.

It is true that we have modes of recognition, rites, and ceremonies with which the world is not acquainted. In this regard, all human groups and institutions have private affairs. For instance, families have discussions on subjects, which do not and should not concern their neighbors. The Masonic Fraternity is, in many respects, like a closely knit family.

ARE MASONS ACTIVE IN POLITICS?

Masons do not discuss religion or political matters in their Lodges, nor does any Lodge endorse candidates of any political persuasion.

As an individual, however, the Freemason is urged to take an active part in civic affairs.

WHAT IS FREEMASONRY?
Freemasonry is not an insurance or benefi​cial society. It is not organized for profit. It is not a charitable institution, although it does assist its members by many means through times of hardship, and its membership is taught to be of service to mankind.

It teaches Monotheism. It teaches the "Golden Rule," that is, that we should treat others, as we would like them to treat us. It seeks to make good men better, through its firm belief in the Brotherhood of all of Man​kind, and the immortality of the human soul.

It uses builders' tools as symbols to teach the basic moral truths, thereby impressing on the minds of the members the Cardinal Virtues; Brotherly Love -- Relief -- and Truth, which should be applied to their everyday activities.

HIGH IDEALS

From its earliest times, Freemasonry has stood for the highest ideals of civilization; and wherever Masonry has flourished, these ideas have come to their nearest realization and the highest standards of living have been attained. Wherever Masonry has been cast out, the standards of living have immediately gone down, civilization has deteriorated, and the freedom of the people has been abolished.

WHO CAN BECOME A MASON?
Any adult male of good repute, of high moral character, of sound mind, who believes in a religious faith, and has the usual senses of a man, especially those of hearing, seeing and feeling, and is capable of reading and writing, can become a Mason.

HOW DO MEN BECOME MASONS?

Masonry does not solicit members. No one is asked to join. When a man seeks admission to our Fraternity, it is of his own free will -- HE MUST ASK. 

If a man is interested in becoming a Mason, he asks a friend whom he believes to be a Freemason to secure a petition for him. He would be well advised to tell his friend that he wishes to become a member of the Lodge, and to ask him for advice in the matter. The Mason friend will assist him in the right procedure to follow.

TENETS OF FREEMASONRY

The tenets of Freemasonry are ethical principles that are acceptable to all good men.

It teaches tolerance for all mankind.

It proudly proclaims that it consists of men bound together by bonds of Brotherly Love and Affection.

It seeks no advantage for its members through business or politics.

It teaches the universality of mankind, re​gardless of races, creeds or nationalities.

It is not a forum for discussion of partisan affairs.

It is known throughout the world, even behind the Iron Curtain where Masonry is not allowed to exist.

AWAY OF LIFE

More than anything, Freemasonry is a way of life. It is kindness in the home, honesty in business, courtesy in society, fairness in work, pity and concern for the unfortunate, resistance toward that which is evil, help for the weak, forgiveness for the penitent, love for one another, and respect for the Supreme In​telligence which governs the Universe.

HOW ABOUT THE FAMILY?

Freemasonry teaches its members to hold in high regard the bonds of family ties. It does not place itself above the interests of the family. An affiliate organization of Masonry, called the Order of the Eastern Star, admits as its mem​bers female relatives of Masons. Youth organi​zations -- the Order of DeMolay for boys -- and the Order of Rainbow, or the Order of Job's Daughters, for girls, also help to fill out family interests.

WHAT ARE MASONS DOING?

Every Masonic Lodge is encouraged to parti​cipate, insofar as the means of its members will allow, in the worthwhile projects of the com​munity. Some Lodges in Japan sponsor promis​ing students to further their education. Some assist orphanages and homes for the handicap​ped. One sponsors a program for training of seeing-eye dogs. 

Lodges in Japan in cooperation with other Masonic organizations have for several years been a principal contributor to the year-end Crippled Children's Fund sponsored by the Japan Times. The Grand Lodge of Japan operates its own program to assist those with eye afflictions to regain their sight. Through affiliated organizations, Masons sponsor their own Crippled Children's program and a program to aid those who have been seriously burned. These are examples of the work that Masons find to do.
