It’s Time:

To Pray

To Move with the Spirit

To get Angry
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Sermon Notes
Pine Rivers Church of Christ 

The Time has come to Pray

(Mark 14:32-42)
Prayer has been described as the most natural, yet the most difficult part of the Christian life.  We all agree that it is vital yet, if honest, we admit we have problems in practice.  We know there is no better way to spend time yet we spend so little time doing it.  It is difficult to carry out long conversations with someone we can’t see, touch or hear. It is worthwhile revisiting a few basics of prayer.  The prayer Jesus gave us forms an excellent structure for all our prayer.

Form:  Prayer may be superficial, as some children’s prayers, or born out of deep emotion, as Jesus in Gethsemane, but real prayer is always a matter of the Spirit (1 Cor. 2:13; Rom. 8:16,26,27), a sharing of our deepest self.  It sometimes uses words but it is not a matter of language.  It is a form of life, the life with God.  It may use words but is not confined to them.  They are only a secondary expression of the relationship with God, an overflow from the Spirit to spirit encounter between the living God and the living person. 

Purpose: Prayer is grounded in the person of God and the sacrifice of Jesus on Calvary.  It is to know God and grow in relationship with Him.  Prayer involves much more than simply getting what we want although it may discuss our and others’ needs.  It isn’t necessarily about receiving answers at all.  In essence it is becoming more aware of the reality of God’s loving presence and entering into relationship building dialogue with Him.  It is His Spirit that moves us to pray, and His love that eagerly welcomes us when we do.  

Listening:  Listening is a major part of our talks with God.  He has a lot more to tell us than we have to tell him (He knows anyway).  We learn to value silence in His presence, as a healing pause, in which we can hear the still, small voice of our loving Father.  We also listen through Scripture, creation, and Christian teachers.  We need not worry whether God hears our prayers.  He always and responds.  What matters is whether we hear His will in relation to our prayers.  If we are too busy to spend time with God in solitude then we are too busy.  We must ‘be’ as well as ‘do’.  To be effective in God’s service our ‘doing’ must flow from our ‘being’.

Moral (Rom. 1:24-32)  I am often told today that standards have changed and what was wrong a generation ago is now alright.  Says who?  God does not change and nor does His definition of moral sin.  God is angry at those who harm others through their immoral teaching, example or actions.  All people are made in God’s image and to treat them otherwise is to show contempt for God.  We maintain our anger at all that is wrong while attempting to lovingly redeem the sinner.

Material (Heb. 13:5; 1 Tim. 6:10; 1 John 3:17,18) Jesus is  consistent and fervent in his condemnation of those who seek wealth.  It is not wealth but the desire for it that is evil. It is not what I have but how I view what I have.  Everything we have is on loan from God. It is to be used for God and others not sought for ourselves.  As Christians we share His anger at materialistic and selfish attitudes that put things before people.

3. Deception

Church (John 2:16,17; Acts 15:10; 2 Cor. 11:29)  We share God’s anger with churches and leaders who oppress, abuse or lead astray.  Our love for victims drives us to oppose cults, wrong teaching, wrong behaviour, legalism and false hopes.  Jesus anger was mainly directed at the religious leaders of his day.  Sadly there are still many who damage and delude people in the name of Christianity.   We must discern the Spirit and speak out against error in love for His people. 

Society (Mark 9:42; Rev.12:9) Be angry at blasphemy.  Be angry at the sin in ourselves.  Be angry against the lies and perversion of values and truth by which society attempts to corrupt and destroy people, particularly young people.  We oppose moves to rename sin as acceptable alternatives.  We denounce pluralism that says all beliefs are equal.  Our love for people will not let us be silent and less still participate.

Be angry when people are demeaned or damaged.  God is!

The Time has come to be Angry

(Mark 11:15-18; John 2:13-17)
Do Christians ever get angry?  Yes of course we do.  Should Christians ever get angry?  Yes we definitely should.  There is a place for holy anger but we must be very careful. We should be angered by the things that anger God (Rom.1:18), but we must closely examine our anger to be sure it is free of sin or wrong motives (Eph.4:26). It is not enough to be angry, we must also act on our anger.  Never lose sight of God’s grace.

1. Injustice

Poverty/greed (Prov. 14:31,17:5; James 2:5,6)  We are to oppose personal, church or government policies that defraud or refuse to help the weak and helpless.  Injustice is an attitude.  It is to use or ignore people rather than, as God intends, to love people.  It is a matter of our heart and is condemned as a satan inspired sin by Jesus. The poor are precious to God and must be to us.  Be angry for them.

Oppression (Amos 5:10-14; James 2:4; 2 Cor. 7:11) We stand firm and speak out against emotional, physical, mental or political oppression that harms or damages the dignity of any person.  There are no simple rules on what each of us must do.  It is a matter of the heart and we need to spend extended time discussing it with our Lord and then follow this with action.  God is a God of justice and we are a people of His justice.

2. Sin

Spiritual (Mark 3:5; 2 Cor. 12:20)  Jesus was particularly angry at religious leaders who misused their position to mislead or harm people.  The abuses that have been in the news over recent years rouse our anger at spiritual sin that harms vulnerable people from a position of trust.  Our anger, like God’s is greatest at those who sin against the helpless.

Speaking:  We share honestly what is on our heart with One who knows and loves us intimately.  There is no place for pretence, for using the ‘right’ words, saying the ‘right’ things or putting on a special ‘spiritual’ approach.  We come to an encounter with God in complete transparency.  It is scary but incredibly cleansing and renewing to expose our inner frustration, pain, love and adoration safely, in this way.  It may be the only time we can completely be ourselves.   He knows our deepest heart thoughts, attitudes and desires and longs to help us grow through them, if only we will honestly and openly share them with Him.  He is the only one to whom we can open up completely.  Our conversations with Him reach a level of intimacy and honesty that is possible with no other.  

Considering: After sharing our heart and listening to God we meditate on the implications of our conversation and this often leads us into further discussion and sends us back to the Word to hear God’s voice further in an ongoing cycle of spiritual communication.  Meditating on scripture can also be an excellent starting point for our talk with God.  We learn to listen before we speak.   Our meditation is not idle reflection but a consideration on the practical outcomes of our encounter with God.  What changes in our thought, attitude or life has God revealed to us that we need to implement?   

Accepting:  Phil. 4:6,7   Prayer is offered with hands empty of things or accomplishments and hearts full of faith and hope.  God does act on our prayers, he has promised us as much.  It is not a matter of twisting a reluctant God’s arm, but of receiving the expressions of a Father’s love that He longs to give us.  We come not as fawning slaves but as redeemed and loved children.  Knowing this, we accept the outcomes of our prayer as precious gifts, even though we may not always understand their worth.  If we will be open to receive what God has for us, rather than what we think we need, our lives will be enriched in surprising ways.  But, remember, it is His will be done on earth, not ours in heaven.

Take time for prolonged chats with the One who loves us more and understands us better than anyone else.  Why not today?  He is always eager to chat and interested in everything we say.

The Time has come to move with the Spirit

(Rom. 8:5-17; 1Thess. 5:19)

There is an old story of an elephant crossing a flimsy suspension bridge with a mouse on his shoulder.  The bridge shook alarmingly as they crossed.  When they reached the other side the mouse said, ‘Didn’t we make that bridge shake!’  Our cooperation with the Holy Spirit is often a bit like this.  We don’t always admit our reliance on Him to live and serve.

The Partnership

Power   Some things can’t be hidden.  They always have a drastic and visible impact.  As with a bull in a china shop or a fire in a forest so it is with the Holy Spirit in a Christian.  If we are Christian we are Spirit powered and it will be obvious to us and to others.  The change is radical and apparent to all.  We are new people.  Our attitudes, our desires, our values and our goals are fundamentally changed.  The indwelling Spirit power will be evident in all areas of life.  It helps us to change, fight evil, distinguish right from wrong, live and produce fruit. 

Guidance  The Spirit longs not just to empower but also to guide.  He does this in two ways.  He opens the scripture so that our thinking and living become more biblical.  He also wants to guide us day by day as we live and serve if we will let Him.  His guidance will always be in line with, and often through, scripture.  All our individual and church plans and strategies need to seek and be sensitive to His promptings.

The Process

Baptising  All Christians are baptized by the Spirit when they become a Christian.   It was predicted by John as that which distinguished Christian baptism from his baptism (Matt. 3:11). Beginning at Pentecost it is described throughout the NT as the once only experience, common to all Christians. 

Filling  The filling of the Spirit can occur many times in our Christian life.  It is something that we are commanded to eagerly seek as part of our Christian growth and total surrender of every aspect of our lives to God’s service.  It may be long or short term and may be an individual or group experience.  Christian leaders were expected to be Spirit filled.

Sealing The Spirit’s seal sets us aside as God’s with His name on us.  It is a guarantee of our salvation and eternal destiny.  We are His and no one can take us from Him (John 10:39).

The Evidence

Fruit  The fruit and gifts of the Spirit are both essential for the church to operate.  With them it is God in action.  Without them it is a human group.  The fruit is a singular noun.  We don’t choose some and ignore others.  The Spirit intends that they all be present and that we grow in them all.  Without the fruit the gifts will damage rather than build.  The fruit enables the gifts to be used wisely for good as the Spirit intends.

Gifts God gives us gifts so that we may be a gift to the Church which in turn becomes His gift to all humanity as we interact with our communities.  We all are given gifts so that we all may serve.  Christianity is never a spectator sport.  As we work together using our gifts we allow the Spirit to effectively transform the Church to become like Christ.  These are gifts of service to produce a living, growing, serving unity.  The only NT form of ministry is Spirit empowered and guided team ministry in its widest sense.  When this occurs the Church is truly the living body of Christ in both name and life, growing as the Spirit works in and through every part and existing in an atmosphere of loving mutual support and service.

We are the people of the Spirit.  In His strength live Spirit filled, Spirit led, Spirit powered lives for the benefit of all. 

