Galatian Gold

Study Questions

To accompany the sermon series.
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Caring and Sharing   

Gal. 6:1-10

1.  How do verses 1-2 illustrate practical ways of helping someone else ‘keep in step with the Spirit’ (5:25)?  What is the ‘law of Christ’ (v2)?

2.  How do we restore someone caught in sin (v1) without being superior (v 3-5)? 

3. How do verses 2 and 5 work together?  

4.  What sorts of burdens do your friends carry?  How can you help them with these burdens?

5.  What does Paul mean by ‘doing good’ (6:9)?  What relation has this to reaping?

6.  Many regard verses 7-10 as a summary of Paul’s teaching on the Spirit-filled life.  To what extent do you think this is true?

Spirit Powered

   Gal. 5:16-26

1.  According to Paul, if we are made alive by the Spirit how come we still struggle with sin?

2.  Since we are not under the law (v18) why do we still have to keep to the ‘straight and narrow’?

3.  If it is not by keeping the rules, how then do we grow spiritually?

4.  How does the ‘fruit of the Spirit’ (v22,23) expand and explain what Paul means by ‘Christ formed in you” (4:19)?

5.  ‘A true Christian is one who has, not only peace of conscience, but war within’ (J.C. Ryle).  What does this statement mean and how do you react to it?

6.  Give practical examples of how we can ‘crucify the sinful nature’ and ‘keep in step’ with the Spirit (v24,25)? 

       One Way



      Gal. 1:1-17     

1.  How and why does Paul assert his authority and the source of his message (v1,6,11-17)?  

2.  What is the problem in the Galatian churches?  What is wrong with their version of the gospel?

3.  They ‘are trying to pervert the gospel of Christ’ (1:7).  What are some modern counterparts of this attempt to tamper with God’s good news?

4.  Why is Paul so surprised and angered by the Galatian situation?  How is his own background uniquely relevant?

5.  Given the situation in the Galatian churches what elements of the gospel does Paul stress and why?  

6.  Paul defends himself in verse 10.  How would such an accusation originate?   What do we learn from this?
It’s Who you know, not what you do

Gal. 3:1-14

1. Paul appeals to Scripture (3:6,8,10,11,13), to spiritual experience (3:2-5) and to logical reasoning (3:11).  Why?  How can we use these approaches in our ministry today?

2.  How does Paul expose the foolishness and futility of human effort to attain salvation and spiritual goals?

3.How does the example of Abraham (v6-9) extend Paul’s argument?   How is our faith in Christ a fulfillment of God’s promise to Abraham?

4. What points do each of the four OT references (v10-13) make in relation to attempting to get right with God by keeping His law?  What is the point of the law then?

5.  What is Jesus’ solution to this problem (v13,14)?

6.  Why do we still so easily fall back into performance based religion rather than grace based Christianity?

Born Free-Live Free 

 Gal. 5:1-15
1.  What ‘yokes’ (v1) do Christians impose on themselves or others today?  How do we recognize ‘yokes’?

2.  Express verse 5 in your own words.  How would you explain it, in practical terms, to an inquirer or a new Christian? 

3.  ‘Faith expressing itself through love’ (5:6).  What does this mean?  How do we show our faith in action?

4.  In verses 13-15 how does Paul navigate between the opposite extremes of legalism and license?

5.  How can we prevent our freedom in Christ (5:13) becoming an excuse to merely please ourselves?  How do Christians abuse their freedom today?

6.  How do we prevent the ‘yeast’ (v9) of either legalism or license from spreading through the church today?
