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Being Christian: Being Thankful

Colossians 1:1-11

Before discussing practical matters Paul reminds us of the wonder of our salvation (1:1-11) and the greatness of our God (1:12-23).  Our Christian life must always flow from a grateful understanding and acceptance of God’s person and His gracious love for us and for everyone (John 3:16,17).  This is the ultimate basis of our faith, our life and the message we share.  Paul briefly mentions five great reasons to be thankful.

Thankful for Salvation (1,2) Paul briefly outlines the key points of our salvation.  

· God’s holy people – set apart by God to know Him and live in loving relationship with Him and His people. 

· Faithful – living our thanks and growing to be like Him.  We now have an eternal, spiritual purpose in life that is focused on God and His wishes rather than our own.

· In Christ – our identity that influences every aspect of our life and out of which we make all life’s decisions.

· Grace – the origin and life-blood of our Christianity.  We gratefully and joyfully acknowledge our total dependence on His unmerited love, mercy and power.

· Peace – the ultimate fulfillment of our Christian life.  He gives us His peace and it transforms all our human and spiritual relationships, both now and for all eternity.

Thankful for Faith (3-5) A faith that provides us with:

· Trust in Him for every part of our present life.  We know that whatever our situation He is present and active as our interested, loving, all powerful Father.  

· Love that flows to all others and that has its source in our secure position within His loving heart and arms. 

· An eager anticipation of our joy-filled, eternal future with Him.  We have a sure hope based on His promise that not even death will separate us from His love.

Thankful for Outreach (6-8)   We are thankful for five things: 

· God’s Good News of His kindness to sinners – it is His initiative expressing His love that desires our salvation.

· Those who brought us the Good News – they cared enough to share life and so we will always love them.

· The transforming power and results of the Good News –as we are filled and guided by the gospel, our purpose, our attitudes and our lives will never be the same again.

· The love for others that moves us to share the Good News – it is the most valuable gift we can ever give.

· The presence and power of the Holy Spirit in hearing, sharing and living the Good News – it is a partnership in which He guides and reinforces our human efforts. 

Thankful for Growth (9)  We are thankful for our growth in:

· Understanding of God’s will – as we spend more time with God we are better able to discern how He wants to achieve His loving, eternal purpose in and through us.

· Available to be used by God – we increasingly hand over control of our lives to His purposes and delight in the wonder of being part of His glorious work.

· Spiritual wisdom – we learn to avoid error and view life through God’s eyes and with His Spiritual perspective.

Thankful for Life (10,11)  Life that is breathtakingly rich:

· Honouring and pleasing God – this is our mission in life and every aspect of our life is seen in this perspective.

· Showing love and kindness to others – we bring hope to others as they meet the Jesus we know and love, in us.

· Learning to know God better – we long to spend time with Him to know Him better and love Him more.

· Strengthened by His power – we discover that with Him in our life, we really can face and endure anything.

· Filled with His joy – a joy that is ours now & eternally.

God is good!  Enjoy Him as we live and share our thanks.
Being Christian: Being Thankful

Colossians 1:1-11

1.  Paul hasn’t met these believers (2:1), yet he is attracted to them.  Why?  What qualities of this church would attract you the most?  What qualities of our church attract you?

2.  How does Paul describe the fruit of the gospel in these verses?  How do we recognize this fruit in ourselves and in others? 

3.  Verses 3-14 are Paul’s prayer for the Christians at Colosse. Reread these verses as if they were your prayer for our church.  What feels comfortable and what doesn’t?  What can we learn from this about our own intercessory praying?

4.  Which of the five reasons Paul gives for being thankful is most meaningful in your life?  Why is this?

5.  Outreach and growth are related areas of our Christian life for which Paul gives thanks (1:6-9).  For what are you thankful in these areas?   To whom are you thankful for help in these areas?  Who is thankful to you in these areas?

6.  In verses 10,11 Paul is thankful for life.  How real is this as a description of your life?  Why isn’t it always real?  How do we make it more real?  What are you going to do about it?
Being Christian: Being in Awe

Colossians 1:12-23

God is the almighty, holy Creator and worthy of all honour.  We live in grateful awe at the greatness of God and his active, saving love for us through Christ.  Our hearts respond in  worship, as Paul briefly reminds us of five of our Lord’s roles.

Rescuer (12-14)

Inheritance: We live in awe and wonder at the greatness of the inheritance that is ours as adopted children of God and joint heirs with Jesus of His eternal Kingdom.  What can compare?
Rescue: We never forget the horror of that from which we have been rescued and the incredible cost of our rescue.  We are in awe of love that did that for us, undeserving as we were.
Freedom: The glorious freedom that is ours, at no cost to us, fills us with thankful wonder.  We are freed from fear, death and harm and free to become what He designed us to be.
Forgiveness: All our past sin is cleaned away, eternally and completely, never to be remembered or held against us.  We are fresh, new and clean in His sight and He loves us. 

Lord of creation (15-17)

He is eternal.  He existed and planned our salvation even before creation.  He knew before He made us that we would fail Him and that our rescue would be extremely costly to Him

He created everything.  Everything is His by right as Creator but equally amazing, by purchase through His blood.  We are twice His through two miracles of active love.  This is who died for us.  How can we comprehend this depth of love? 

It is all for Him.  He is both the source and purpose of all creation.  This is His world and the wonder is that He wants to share it with us eternally.  He created so that we could experience and enjoy the love shared between Father and Son.

He holds it all together.  Life exists and continues only because He permits and sustains it.  Every moment of life depends on His patient and caring support.  Everyone lives by His grace.

Head of the Church (18)

The head: It is His Church in every way.  We depend on Him, learn from Him and follow Him in everything.  Without Him, saturating every aspect of the Church, we are nothing and have nothing.  With and in Him, we are and have everything.

The beginning:  The spiritual and physical life of Christians and the Church as a whole have their beginning in Him and His victory over death.  We begin in, and offer, His new life.

Above all else:  He is above all.  He is the only one to follow.  Only His voice is to be heard.  Only His life is to be lived.  Only His love is to be shared.  Only His hope is to be desired.

Reconciler of all things to God (19,20)

God in human form: The fact of God willingly, lowering Himself to become human to save us is awe-inspiring.  His life, not just His death, is an amazing act of sacrificial love.

Reconciling everything:  We would not come to Him so He came to us to heal the breach we had caused and reconcile our relationship with Him.  It was His initiative to heal our failure. 

Paying the price:  The innocent Creator allows the guilty creatures to kill Him, so that they may live.  He enters creation to receive our pain so we can enter eternity to share His joy.  

Reconciler of His people to God (21-23)

Enemies to friends:  We are now His friends and can always be so if we wish.  He holds out the nail-scarred hand of friendship to all.  He wants us to meet His Father and join His family.

Given His holy innocence:  He not only accepts us, but He accepts as having His holy purity.  He presents us to His Father not just as friends but as if are His twin.  This is beyond words.

Continuing in His strength: We hold on to Him with every shred of our being.  This is too precious to risk.  He has captured our hearts, our minds.  He is everything to us.

 We live in awesome joy that we can’t keep to ourselves.  

Enjoy the joy and help others to discover and enjoy it also.

Being Christian: Being in Awe

Colossians 1:12-23

1.  Meditate on the following verses Rev. 4:8,11; 5:12,13.  Share your reactions.  How can we best express our awe of God in our individual and church life?

2.  Which of the four aspects of Jesus’ role as our rescuer means most to you (1:12-14)?  Why?  Which do your friends or family most need to hear?  Who will tell them?

3.  How does the fact that Jesus is Lord of creation influence your relationship with Him (1:15-17)?  What other descriptions of Jesus are particularly precious to you?  Why?

4.  Jesus is the Head of the Church (1:18).  How do we show this in the way we operate as a church?  How can we make this fact even more of a practical reality?  Where is it hardest to live out His headship?

5.  What does it mean in practise to say that Jesus is the reconciler of all things to God (1;19,20)?  In what ways was Jesus’ life an act of sacrificial love?  How do you feel when you meditate on the cost of your salvation?

6.  How will our lives change if we take verse 22b seriously?  How is God able to see us as holy and blameless?  How does this change the way we see each other?
Being Christian: Being Servants

Colossians 1:24-2:5

Life is response.  Our Christian life will always be a lived response to the wonder of our salvation and the greatness of our God.  We respond in whole person worship that expresses itself in many ways.  One such expression is grateful service.

1. Purposeful Service

Joy Filled Suffering Servants (1:24) It is a joy and privilege that God allows us to suffer for Him as we carry on the work of Jesus to bring life to those who are perishing.  On the cross Jesus received only pain and contempt from those for whom He suffered.  We can expect no better.  It is costly to serve Him but we rejoice in the cost knowing the joy it can bring others.

Servants with a Message (1:25-27)  We are servants who have been given an awesome responsibility by an awesome God.  We are to share the ultimate message of hope and life.  It is His message.  It is a glorious message.  It must be given in its fullness.  It is Jesus.  It is all the riches and glory that He brings.  It is the reality of Jesus alive and active in us.  Generations of OT saints longed to hear it.  People perish for not hearing it.  We have it.  If there is a speck of compassion in us we don’t need to be told to share it.  We can’t stop doing so.

2. Active Service

Servants who use every means (1:28,29) We serve, not out of guilt or duty, but out of thanks to God and love for people.  We will serve everyone, everywhere, everywhen by every means because our efforts have vitally important and eternal consequences for people.  We work hard, giving of our time, ability and resources, but we don’t work alone.  We are guided and strengthened by the wisdom and mighty power of our Lord who works with and through us.  Together we bring hope and life that is  available in no other way from no other source.

Devoted Servants (2:1)  Paul uses the strongest possible language to describe our joyful, Christian service.  This is no part-time, when the mood takes me, work.  It is full-time, total commitment of our total being for all of our life that is our grateful response to God’s amazing love for us.  It is our reason for living and the basis of our every word and action.  We live out our complete devotion to God and people.  We literally become the living embodiment of the great commandment (Matt. 22:37-40).  It is our passion and it is a glorious passion.  

3.People-centred Service

Servants who Empower (2:2,3) As Christians we can never grow alone.  Faith only grows as it is shared.  Our relationship with Jesus develops and deepens as it reaches out to touch and embrace others.  Our goal, given to us by God, is never to control or manipulate but to free and empower people.  We share, love and encourage so that others may find a life-bringing relationship with Jesus and grow in him to full confidence and understanding of the glorious treasures He brings to all who know Him.  We desire above all to help people discover and enjoy all that He has given, and gives, us.  

Servants who Protect (2:4,5)  As Christians, we regard people with a caring love that mirrors the love shared between close family members.  This is a reflection and extension of how Jesus regards us.  Our love and service are protective, always on guard against any attitude or teaching that causes hurt to any in Christ’s extended family.  We are prepared to be bold and pay any price to keep others safe in their growing relationship with Jesus.  Like Jesus, we experience great joy as we see them grow and deep pain when they suffer damage from any source.  

We serve our Lord best as we serve others in His name, showing them the sacrificial love that He shows us.  May all people always experience in us the living reality of Jesus.  May He walk, love and help through our feet, heart and hands.

Being Christian: Being Servants

Colossians 1:24-2:5

1.  How do you respond to the idea that life is a response to God?  What does this mean in practice?  How can we be both joy filled and suffering servants?

2.  How can we best share the awesome message of the gospel (1:25-27)?  Why do we often have such difficulty doing so?  How does God help us?

3.  What does it mean to use every means in service to God (1;28,29)?  How do we ensure that God has first call on our time, ability and resources?  Why do Christians usually respond badly to sermons on giving?

4.  Paul teaches that the Christian life is one of joyful, Christian service that is a full-time, total commitment of our total being for all of our life (2:1-3).  Why is this not often true?  What would happen if we all took it as seriously as Paul did?  Will we?

5.  What does it mean to say that, ‘Faith only grows as it is shared?  Our goal, given to us by God, is to empower and free people.  How do we do this as individuals and as the local church?  How does it relate to Matt. 28:19,20?

6.  We are prepared to be bold and pay any price to keep others safe in their growing relationship with Jesus (2:4,5).  What must the church be like if this is to be true?  How do we do this and how can we do it better?

Being Christian: Being Real

Colossians 2:6-19

Be real!  It is a common comment today.  But what is reality?  Reality is God.  Real life will be centred on a Spirit empowered relationship with Jesus. All else is an empty,  shifting shadow.

Entering Reality

Real Progress (6,7)  Christian life is a living developing thing.  We grow strong and fruitful only by sending our roots deep into His reality, constantly feeding on the nourishment only He provides and growing obedient to Him.  Tragically Christians are weak and sickly like the Hebrews (Heb. 5:12,13) trying to grow on a diet of spiritual ‘Big Macs’.  Be real!  Dig deep!

Real Truth (8)  Why are so many Christians so eager to hear a new slant, interpretation or experience of God’s truth.  If it is not in accord with the Word it is a lie.  If it is not from God it is human, or worse, and to be rejected.  There is much nonsense being spoken and written in Christian circles today.  Be on guard and always check it against the Word (Acts 17:11).

Real Identity (9,10)  We are friends and family of the Lord and creator of the universe.  Our Christianity defines who we are.  This is our destiny and our primary identity.  We have other identities but they are only given meaning and value through this glorious identity that saturates and consumes all the goals, responsibilities, interests and relationships that make up our life.  This is God’s gift to us and our gift to all we know.

Living Reality

Real Change (11)  To be Christian is to be changed.  With all our faults and failures we must be able to say, with conviction, ‘I am not the person I was before I met Christ’.  The essence of the change is who is really at the centre my life, God or me?  Is the basis of all my decisions to please God, or to please me?

Real Life (12,13)  We have not only changed in attitude and  behaviour.  We have become a completely new person.  No change can be more foundational.  We have died and been reborn as a new person.  We must never lose sight of the magnitude of what has happened to us.  We are not simply an improved version of who we are.  We are brand new people indwelt, guided and powered by the very Spirit of God himself.

This life is a gift and without it we don’t live, we only exist.

Real Victory (14,15)  Do we fully accept the completeness of the victory Jesus won on our behalf?  He not only cancelled all record of our sin, He destroyed it and to ensure our future safety and protection He disarmed and shamed all our enemies.  ‘.. overwhelming victory is ours through Christ, who loved us’ (Rom. 8:37).  As victors we live boldly, enjoying and sharing the victory, allowing nothing to hamper our spiritual mission. 

Enjoying Reality

Real Reality (16,17)  Because we are victors through Christ we must reject all attempts to impose any form of dead, religious legalism on our costly freedom.  We live under grace not laws.  As well as the old rules listed here people are continually thinking up new restrictions in areas of behaviour and belief.   We choose to live freely as slaves to Jesus.  He is the only reality.  Our greatest joy is to serve and please Him.  Our greatest fear is to cause Him pain or sadness.  Be real!

Real Growth (18,19)There is only one way to grow spiritually.  It is to spend extended time with God in His word and prayer.  We reject all short cuts and human ideas.  We saturate our entire being with God and allow Him to penetrate and change all our thoughts, words, attitudes and actions.   We surrender all that we are to Him and long for Him to live through us. How real are we as individuals and a church?   It is time we took some radical risks to live in His reality.  Be real!

Being Christian: Being Real

Colossians 2:6-19

1.  What is your definition of reality?  What do you understand by, ‘a diet of spiritual Big Macs’?  In practical terms how do we become more discerning about what we believe?

2.  What does it mean to say, ‘our Christianity defines who we are’?  How would you explain this to a non-christian friend?  What other identities do you have?  How does being Christian give them meaning and value?  

3.  In what ways are you not the person you were before you met Jesus?  What other changes do you anticipate?   What does it mean in practice to say that Jesus is the centre of our life? 

4.  In practical terms, what does it mean to you to be, ‘indwelt, guided and empowered by the very Spirit of God’?  In what ways do others notice this?

5.  Meditate on Col. 2:14,15 and Rom. 8:37. What is their impact on your life?  Share your thoughts with the group.  How do we make this victory visible to others?  Why is this so hard?

6.  What false rules and legalisms do you experience in the Church?  How do we ‘live freely as slaves’?  What stops us spending extended time with God?  How do we change this?

Being Christian: Being Alive

Colossians 2:20-3:17

What makes a person deserving of being called holy?   Paul condemns the false holiness of religion that attacks symptoms rather than causes and begins to discuss true holiness.

The Basis - The New Life  Col. 2:20 - 3:4

A New Freedom (2:20-23)  We must never impose burdens or rules, that don’t come from God, upon ourselves or others.
A New Vision  (1,2)  In our baptism we were reborn , to a new life as new people with renewed minds, a new vision and a new goal. We see things from an eternal perspective.  As a compass seeks north we seek God.  Our attitudes and heart desires have changed.  What was once important is now as ashes.  We both empty our mind of the earthly and refill it with the heavenly.

A New Life (3)  In baptism we were united with Christ in his death and resurrection and now he lives in us.  Christ is our life and our life is Christ. This life is ours now, a gift we accept but never earn or deserve, a life hidden to society, but glimpsed, as we live with our feet on earth but our hearts in heaven.  We bear his seal or birthmark on our hearts and minds.

A New Hope (4)  We have an awesome hope and destiny. Christ is our life and our only hope that reaches its glorious consummation when he returns and is revealed in glory.  When the Son of God is revealed the sons of God are also revealed.

Putting Off - The Old Life   Col. 3:5-11

Eradicate The Evil (5-9)  Paul uses the strongest terms.  Kill that which destroys and rouses God’s anger.  We are alive so let’s live.  We are cleansed from the mud so don’t go back to roll in it. Don’t return to the grave.  This is how the dead live.  Paul lists five sins of lust and five of attitude.  All degrade and insult others and ourselves, and so degrade and insult Christ.  He is in us when we sin and in those we sin against.  We retain our horror of sin.  Sadly like cane toads, sins don’t die easily. 

Claim Our Identity (10,11)  As new people, reborn with a new identity, we live accordingly.  We live true to our baptism and our new identity, living as God’s family and growing together as caring equals becoming progressively more like him.

     We are dead in Christ so slay the earthly.

     We are alive in Christ so seek the heavenly.

     We are becoming like Christ so strengthen the Christlike.

Sadly we still need these warnings and encouragements. Not one of us is free of these sins.  Paul speaks to us all, warning us in love.  Sin is worse in the Christian because we know better.

Putting On - Living The Life  Col. 3:12-17

Paul gives four motivations for Godly living.

The Grace Of Christ (12-14)  We move from negative to positive, from darkness to light.  God chooses (12), loves (12) and forgives us (13,14).  We replace grave clothes with grace clothes.  Five garments of virtue, tied together by love, instead of two sets of five sins. We replace the selfish, using and abusing of others, with a caring, active sensitivity to their needs. This is the evidence and result of accepted grace.  It develops slowly and only as we allow the Spirit to work in us. 

The Peace of Christ (15)  The church is to model the new society living out individual and corporate peace.  Friction between Christians and others is inevitable.  How we deal with it measures the reality and depth of our Christianity.  

The Teaching Of Christ (16)  The Word of God is to richly fill and saturate our lives both individually as Christians and corporately as the church. His teaching becomes precious to every part of life.  It is to burst out in words, music and life.  

The Name Of Christ (17)  We wear it as a privilege and a responsibility.  We live every aspect of our lives in his Name.  As it is a life of grateful thanksgiving not duty, a life of surrendered freedom, Paul gives us principles not rules.

This is true holiness, the Holy One living in and through us, and impacting the lives of others.  Holiness is catching.
Being Christian: Being Alive.
Colossians 2:20-3:17

1.  As Christians, what unnecessary burdens or rules might we impose on each other (2:20-23)?   How has knowing Jesus changed our perspective, attitudes and desires (3:1,2)?  How do we ensure these changes are permanent and ongoing?

2.  What does it mean to say, ‘Christ is our life and our life is Christ’ (3:3).  How true is this for you now?  How does the fact that we have an awesome hope and destiny (3:4) influence your daily life?

3.   How do you react to the idea that your sin degrades and insults Christ?   Why are some sins so difficult to kill (3:5-9)?  How do we retain our horror of sin?

4.  How would you describe your new identity in Christ (3:10,11)?  In what way is sin worse for Christians?

5.  How are the virtues of the new life (3:12-17) visible in our relationships?   Paul expects the church to be a group model of the new life (3:15).  Why is this often so difficult?  If we can’t live together in peace then what do we have to offer society?

6.  How would you define true holiness?  In what way is holiness catching?  What aspects of holiness are most visible in our church?  

Being Christian: Being Relational

(Colossians 3:18-4:6)

Family Relationships

Wives and Husbands (3:18,19)

To Paul, marriage is an outworking of Christ's relationship with the Church (Eph. 5:22-33}. Husband and wife are as Christ and the Church in a relationship of love-filled servant leadership and love- responsive trust and submission.  All our petty disagreements over rights appear in their true perspective.  This is a matter of responsibilities performed in love, not of rights to be guarded.  The approach is one of mutual submission willingly given to each other while submitting all to Christ.  'Each for the other, both for the Lord.' 

Children and parents (3:20,21)

Paul regards obedience to parents seriously as did Jesus (Mat. 15:1-9  compare Jesus' example in Luke 2:51).  The command includes the Christian children of non-Christian parents, except when to do so would be to directly disobey God in some other area.  

The father as the head of the family imitates God.  He uses his position of power for the good of his family, not to please himself.  He is to make it easy for them to obey.   Discipline is necessary because children are fallen creatures as we all are.  They are not naturally good or innocent.  Not to discipline is not to love.

Work relationships (3:22-4:1)

Paul restores a sense of dignity to work.  We serve our employer as an act of reverence to Christ.  They are only 'earthly' masters.  We serve a greater master.  Paul turns everything upside down.  It is the Spirit, the attitude the matters.  We work well, not because our employer enforces, but because we want to serve Christ willingly.

We are all masters at some time eg employ a tradesperson.  As masters or employers we show fairness and generous love.  People matter more than profit.  Their welfare is important to us.  We treat employees as though they are Christ.

In both cases, employer or employee, we are reflecting Christ's love for us (cf Phil. 2:5-8).  Only as His slaves, do we find the ultimate freedom  to be the slave of all and yet of none.

Pray Relationships

With God (4:2) Prayer is the engine room of the Christian and the church. It is our entry point to all the resources of God almighty. There is no more important use of our time.  The church is the only army that fights best on its knees.  What we are on his knees before God, that we are, and nothing more. Robert Murray McCheyne  We are devoted to prayer because we meet Him in prayer.  We are alert when talking to God so as to get full value for every moment.  We are thankful for His loving presence and actions.  What the Church needs today is not more machinery or better, not new organizations or more novel methods, but people whom the Holy Spirit can use--people of prayer, people mighty in prayer. E.M.Bounds  Remember that, ‘Our ultimate motivation for prayer should not be that we want something from God, but that we want God.’ Calvin Miller
For Others (4:3,4) We pray for those in ministry which is everyone in the church.  We pray for the Spirit’s help in sharing Jesus and the loving relationship He offers.  People matter so we bathe them in prayer.  We recognize, and claim, the power of prayer in achieving what is impossible by human means.  "People may spurn our appeals, reject our message, oppose our arguments, despise our persons -- but they are helpless against our prayers." Sidlow Baxter  ‘I fear John Knox's prayers more than an army of ten thousand men.’  Mary, Queen of Scotland  Prayer adds depth to our relationships with others.  ‘Alone with God we meet the world around us in a deeper way.’ David Runcorn

Outreach Relationships (4:5,6) Count Zinzendorf had three guiding principles: 1. Be kind to all people. 2. Seek their welfare. 3. Win them to Christ.  We can’t improve on these.  We need to take every opportunity to live them. ‘In the midst of a generation screaming for answers, Christians are stuttering.’ Howard Hendricks  ‘I care not where I go or how I live or what I endure so that I may save souls. When I sleep, I dream of them; when I awake, they are first in my thoughts.’  David Brainerd  The gospels record 132 contacts that Jesus had with people. Six were in the Temple, four in the synagogues and 122 were out with the people in the mainstream of life.  Perhaps we might imitate His emphasis.

Being Christian simply means letting the reality of God show in every aspect of our lives.  It means accepting our identity as ‘Abba’s child’ and showing others the love we are shown by our Abba.
Being Christian: Being Relational

(Colossians 3:18-4:6)

1.  What does Eph. 5:22-33 add to Paul’s teaching in Col. 3:18,19?  How does the relationship between Christ and the church clarify our understanding of the marriage relationship?

2.  How are parents meant to make it easy for children to obey?  How is loving discipline different to retributive punishment?

3.  How does Paul restore a sense of dignity to work?  Why is it often difficult to live out Paul’s teaching in this area? How can we, ‘be the slave of all and yet of none’?

4.  If prayer is so vital why do we find it so difficult?  What are we when ‘on our knees before God’?  How would our life be different if we took Calvin Miller’s comment seriously?   

5.  What does it mean to ‘claim, the power of prayer in achieving what is impossible by human means’?  How does prayer add depth to our relationship with others?  How much of our outreach is based on the Spirit’s power and how much on our human methods?

6.  What practical lessons on outreach can we learn from the examples of Count Zinzendorf, David Brainerd and Jesus?  What does it mean to you to accept your real identity as Abba’s child?  How will it change your life?
