Hope for Eternity

As a local church pastor, issues of Christian hope, death, resurrection and the afterlife are always present.  Leaving aside theological differences, there are some things I can and do confidently share with people.  Christians view life from the perspective of eternity.  We are created for eternity.  Eternity faces all people not just Christians.  The old question is still valid.  Where and how will I spend eternity?   Scripture gives us a few tantalizing but beautiful glimpses of eternity.

Eternal Destiny  People often ask, ‘What is the point?  The point is the ultimate salvation of resurrected believers when Jesus returns to establish his eternal kingdom.  This is the point of creation and life itself.  We eagerly await the return of our King in glory when he will rule in loving power.  

Eternal Church   The Church remains God’s most glorious creation that will continue eternally in His presence.  Don’t view the Church through human eyes but as God sees it, in its future glory.  We are the Bride of Christ shining with the eternal beauty that He will give us.  God has eternal plans for His Church.

Eternal Joy   The greatest joy we can now know is as nothing to what we will constantly experience in eternity.  There will be no more pain, sadness or evil.  What we now glimpse in brief moments we will know continually.  All the hurtful results of sin will be gone and joy will reign supreme.  Eden is restored and becomes what it was always meant to be.

Eternal Presence We will live in the constant presence of Jesus enveloped by the warmth of His love.  Eternal life is a matter of quality rather than quantity and the quality is glorious beyond our present understanding.  All that we have ever desired will be surpassed in the glory of His presence.  No shadow or darkness, no moments of loneliness or lostness, no thirst or hunger for something better, just the wonder of Him, always.

Eternal Healing  In all of life we experience pain.  It may be physical, relational, emotional or mental; slight or severe, brief or prolonged but it is real and always there.  There are only small glimpses of pure peace and joy.  Pain will be totally destroyed in the glory of eternity with God.  We will be whole for the first time in our life with the wholeness for which God intended.  We will be who God meant us to be.

Eternal Glory We are pieces of coal that will become brilliant diamonds.  Eternity has a clarity and reality that shows our present life to be the transient and insubstantial shadow that it is.  The most magnificent ‘aha’ experience of this life will be nothing in the light of the glory that will be our constant environment.  Glory will be the very atmosphere we ‘breathe’, the light by which we ‘see’ and the life we ‘live’.  For the first time and for eternity we will be truly alive.

Our Response  The hope and anticipation of Christ’s return helps us to focus on what really matters.  Our love for others means that we will also prepare them for eternity in every way we can.  We have read the last page of the story.  We do not keep it to ourselves.  People matter and people are dead.  Like cut flowers they may look alive but they are dead men walking.  They exist for the moment but they do not live.  How will we, and they, spend eternity?

