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Peter: Living in hope

(1 Peter 1:1-12)

There are many wonderful aspects to our Christian life among which is the beautiful truth that it is a life of hope.  Not just any hope but a glorious, certain and eternal hope, guaranteed by the Creator of the universe who is also our gracious, loving Father.  

A Needed Hope 

Need (1)  Peter is sent (apostle) with a message of hope from Jesus to us who are living as refugees in a foreign land waiting to enter our eternal country with him.  This message reminds us, and all Christians throughout history, that we are not forgotten.

Basis (2)  Peter reminds us that the basis of our hope is sure and involves all three members of the deity.  We are chosen by the Father, made holy by the indwelling Spirit and saved by the death of the Son.  It is God’s kindness (grace) that saves us and His continuing kindness that provides us with the peace that is beyond understanding (Phil. 4:7).  We respond to this with grateful, praise filled obedience to show our love and thanks.

A Sure Hope

Living Hope (3,4)  The reality of our hope is confirmed by Jesus’ resurrection.  We now have a new life that is lived in a hope that is alive within us and overflows for others to see and experience.  Because we are aware of the wonder that is ours now, and will be fully revealed in eternity, we live our lives in practical expressions of hope.  We are a people of living hope.

Enduring Hope (5,6)  This is not a momentary hope but one that endures throughout our life.  It is strengthened and sustained by the sure knowledge and experience of God’s protecting and infinite power.  ‘If God is for us, who can be against us?’ (Rom. 8:31)  We are part of His eternal plan and will share with Him in eternal joy.  Hope on in confidence.

Tested Hope (7)  Our faith and hope will be tested in many ways and there will be pain.   At such times we cling on to the reality of our hope and ask God to give us strength and courage.  Our hope will emerge stronger from such tests, difficult though they are at the time.  We hold on, sometimes only just, secure in the reality of the eternal glory that is ours when Jesus returns.

Faithful Hope (8,9)  We have never seen Jesus but one day we will.  We do meet Him in the scriptures and have grown to love and trust Him.  Our hope is soundly based on His life and word.  It is our greatest source of joy and strength as we continually reflect on the wonder of his free gift of salvation to us.

A Promised Hope

Prophetic Hope (10, 11b)  Our hope did not begin with Jesus but was always part of God’s plan from creation on (Gen. 3:15).  The prophets speak repeatedly of the coming Saviour and the hope he will bring.  Guided by the Spirit they wrote for us not fully understanding what they wrote but knowing it was from God.  They longed to share what we have been clearly given.

Spirit-inspired Hope (11a, 12b)  Our hope has never been based on human teaching.  It comes from God to us through the Spirit.  The Spirit of Christ spelling out what He would go through to accomplish our hope and give us life.  This is a hope born in heaven before creation and lasting for all eternity.

Our Hope (12a,c)  This is our hope.  A hope straight from God for us who are the Church, which, despite our failures, is God’s greatest and most loved creation.  The very angels in heaven marvel at the wonder and extent of the hope God has given us.  We must never lose our awe and appreciation of His love.

We have a hope that is our greatest gift and most prized possession.  Let it so live in us that all can see it.

Questions

1. How do you react to the fact that as Christians we are refugees in a foreign land?   How does it influence your life?

2. What does it mean to you that Father, Son and Spirit have a part in your salvation?  With which of the three do you feel most comfortable?  Why?

3. Think about your own hope in Christ.  How do the adjectives living, enduring, tested and faithful apply in your situation?  What other adjectives would you use?

4. Our hope is a gift from God that was planned before creation.  What does this mean to you?  What do you find most wonderful about your sure, Christian hope?

5. You are part of the church, God’s greatest and most loved creation.  How does this make you feel?  How do you react in a practical way to this fact?

6. How would you sum up the message of these verses for you?  What do they ask you to believe?  What do they ask you to do?  

Peter: Living for God

(1 Peter 1:13-2:17)

Who are we?  What is our primary identity?  One way to express this is that we are children of God.  Our family relationship with God is at the centre of our being.  No relationship is as close.  But, what sort of children are we?

Obedient Children (1:13-16)  We obey, not through gritted teeth because we have to, but joyously and willingly because we long to be like our Father and bring Him joy.  It is our great goal and desire that people will see the family likeness between us and our Father.  Our obedience is never a matter of doing our duty.  It is what gives our greatest fulfillment, pleasure and sense of wonder.  We grab every opportunity to please ‘Dad’.  His smile is the greatest gift that we can ever receive. 

Grateful Children (1:17-21)  When we think of the useless, emptiness of life outside of the family, and the incredible cost of our adoption into the family, there is only one possible reaction.  We are overwhelmed with gratitude.  There is a mixture of repentant agony at the pain we have caused our Father and inexpressible joy at His sacrificial, free, unlimited, non-judgmental love for us.  This bursts out in a tidal wave of gratitude that carries all before it.   Our life is our thank you.  Our words, attitudes and actions repeat it over and over in a hundred different ways.  Thank you, thank you, thank you.

Loving Children (1:22-25)  Because we know the depth of our need and the amazing way that God’s love has more than met our need we respond in love.  Our love for God is a reflection of His love for us.  It can only be expressed by loving others as He does and always will, love us.  We see in all people the image of our loving Father, and love them as if they were He.  The image may be marred but never worse than it is in us.  We are no different.  We have simply realized how much we are loved.  

Growing Children (2:1-3)  We already know the wonders of God’s love so we are to let it saturate our being and as a result it will  radically change the way we live.  This is always a ‘stop/start’ process.  We stop that which damages us and our relationship with God and start that which will help others and grow us spiritually.  We develop an unquenchable thirst to learn more of the One who loves us best and to grow to be more like his Son, our Saviour.  We read and reread His love letter to us.

Dependant Children (2:4-8)  We are reminded that without the help and strength of our Lord we are as helpless as babies.  It is too easy to overestimate our ability and underestimate our total dependence on Him. It is not our ability but our availability he desires.  He longs to use us in wonderful ways as co-workers in the glorious Kingdom He is building but we can only enjoy the privilege of being part of what He is doing when we take the time to discover his plans and then depend on His strength.  We don’t work for God or even with God.  God works through us. 

Chosen Children (2:9-11)  We have the immense privilege of being adopted, chosen children.  God is genuinely fond of us and really wants us as part of His family.  It is God’s initiative, God’s choice and God’s love that brings us into the family.  Our part is always to respond to what He has done, is doing and will do.   He reached out to us, at great cost to Himself, to draw us within the security, peace and joy of his family circle.  He put His arms around us and holds us close and we live life from within His hug always hearing the beat of His loving heart.

Visible Children (2:12-17)  We are reminded that the family likeness must be clearly visible to all.  Whatever people say about us, both good and bad, they must still be able to recognize us as children of our Father.  We love Him as no human father has ever been loved and the love glows within us and shines out of our lives in unmistakable ways.  And people will say to us, ‘You must be God’s child, you have His nature.’  Do they?

Questions

1. If asked, ‘Who are you?’, how would you answer?  To what extent does it depend on who is asking?  If you asked yourself the question how would you answer?

2. What does obedience to God mean to you?  How do you go about it?  What motivates you to obey?  What helps you obey?  What would help you be more obedient?

3. How is gratitude to God evident in your life?   To what extent is your life a mixture of repentance and the joy of salvation?

4. In what ways can we express our love for God?  How do we ensure that we continue to grow as his children?  How do we help others both express their love and grow?

5. How real is your dependence on God in life?  How does it show?   What does ‘It is not our ability but our availability He desires.’ mean in practice?

6.  How do you react to, ‘you are God's chosen and special people’ (1 Pet. 2:9)?  How does it change the way you live?  What is your overall feeling about being a child of God?
Peter: Living for Others

(1 Peter 3:8-22)

Archbishop Temple once said, ‘The Church exists for the benefit of its non-members’.  Christianity is other-centred in every way.  Creation, Christ’s birth, death and resurrection and the lives of Christians are all for the good of others.  We live for others because that is the only way we can love & thank God. 

Be Positive (3:8-13)

Do Good Peter reminds us that a living Christian faith always produces visible fruit and evidence.  People will not listen to the words of the gospel we offer until they can hear the music of the gospel in our words, attitudes and actions.  Unless the reality of our faith shows positively and clearly in our lives then it is a false faith and people do well to reject it.  Only when our faith changes us to the extent that we willingly and happily live for others do we have anything of value to share with them.

Refuse Evil  As well as developing positive characteristics that help others, the gospel will destroy negative characteristics that harm others, and ourselves.  Our unconditional love for others, which is the outworking of God’s unconditional love for us, means that we will say or do nothing that will hurt or demean them in any way.  The physical, emotional and spiritual well-being of all people is very precious to us and has become the major motivation of our life.  We are as Jesus to all we meet.  

Be Constant (3:14-16)

Suffer Our lived love for others will not always be appreciated.  We will at times be rejected and suffer but never as much as Jesus.  We may not choose the suffering but we do choose our reaction.  Like Jesus, we continue to love and live for those who reject or malign us.  We do this not because we are superior, but because we are aware of the pain we cause Jesus and our great and ongoing need of His constant love and forgiveness.  

Share To live for others, as Jesus did, goes beyond refraining from hurting or giving positive and practical love.  It includes being prepared to explain why we act this way.  People desperately need to know that it is our relationship with Jesus that causes us to live for them.  How we do this will differ for each of us but the crucial thing is that we help them, in some way, to reach through us to meet Jesus in a deep and personal way.  This is the most loving thing we can do for anyone.

Be Focused (3:17-22)

Imitate Jesus Ron Sider, in ‘Living like Jesus’, reminds us that the urgent call to imitate Christ saturates the NT.  ‘If the NT is true, then Jesus longs for us to love our neighbours the way he did - daily, persistently, practically.  Jesus modeled servanthood, self-sacrifice, and special concern for the poor and neglected.  Jesus insisted that discipleship was impossible without self-denial.’  To imitate Jesus is to make WWJD the basis of all decisions.  It will always mean putting others first.

Serve Jesus  Imitating Jesus leads naturally into serving Jesus.  We must reject the constant temptation to give God the left-over bits of our lives rather than putting Him at the core of all our decisions.  We can only turn to Him with a clear conscience when we can honestly say that to serve Him is the highlight and greatest joy of our life.  When we “seek God first’ with our time, money, possessions, emotions and abilities.  The question is never what will I give God.  The question is what of all that God has given me dare I keep for myself.  Christ rules the universe.  How fully does He rule in my heart and life and wallet?  Mahatma Gandhi loved Jesus but refused to become a Christian because he said that, ‘Western Christianity in its practical outworking is a negation of Christ’s Christianity.’  

To be Christian is to be revolutionary.  It is to live radically and dangerously for God through others.  It is not safe.  It is costly but it is glorious.  A safe or dull Christian is an impossibility.

Questions

1. To what extent do you agree with Archbishop Temple?  Are there any exceptions?  How as a Church can we do this better?

2.  In what ways do you see verses 8-13 in action in our church?  What is our visible fruit and evidence?  How is it changing?

3. How do we do good and refuse evil without becoming legalistic?   What are the difficulties in living this way?  How do we overcome these difficulties?

4.   Christians in rich countries worry more about the problem of suffering than those in poor countries.  Why is this?  How do you deal with suffering?

5.  How do you react to Ron Sider’s comments?  Is WWJD always possible?  Why or why not?

6. How does Gandhi’s judgement make you feel?  How does Jesus’ life encourage you?  In what way is the Christian life both costly and glorious?

Peter: Living through Pain
(1 Peter 4:1-19)

Where is your home?  Where we are living now is not always our true or permanent home.  So it is for Christians.  Peter reminds us again that this present world is not our home.  We are aliens and as such we will at times suffer but this only makes the reality of our eternal home even more desirable.

The Reality of Suffering (1-6)

We will Suffer  An essential part of our growing to be more like Jesus is that we will suffer as He did.  We should not be surprised by this but in fact welcome it as a sure sign of our Christian growth, providing of course that we are suffering for our faith and not for a faulty presentation of the faith.  Suffering for being superior, obnoxious, patronizing or similar faults is well deserved and brings no joy to us or God.  Peter reminds us of what Jesus himself warned us on a number of occasions (Matt. 5:10-12; John 17:14).  To be Christian is to suffer.

Why we suffer  We are different.  We have found something better.  We are non-conformists, people of eternity who live for Christ.  We have different moral standards; different priorities; and different attitudes.  They don’t know Jesus.  Christian lives are an unspoken criticism of all that is wrong.  We rebuke sin by what we say and do and in doing this we interfere with their life.   Good and evil are always opposed and evil retaliates.  

How to live  (7-11)

Our Christian life  The worse we are treated the more we rely on God in prayer and the more we respond in hospitality and love to all people.  We are reminded of just how temporary this life is and how close eternity is.  We are serious about our faith and live our true identity.  The trivia, glitter and toys of this world lose their attraction in light of the true reality.

Our Christian Service  God gifts us so that we may be a gift to the Church which in turn becomes His gift to all humanity as we interact with our communities.  We all are given gifts so that we all may serve.  Christianity is never a spectator sport.  As we work together using our gifts we allow the Spirit to effectively transform the Church to become like Christ.  These are gifts of service to produce a living, growing, serving unity.   When this occurs the Church is truly the living body of Christ in both name and life, growing as the Spirit works in and through every part and serving together in loving mutual support and ministry.

Responding to Suffering (12-19)

Welcome Suffering. 

· Respond rather than retreat.  We expect it but don’t seek it.  We act as salt and light.

· Rejoice rather than regret.  It is an opportunity to share in His pain, to grow and to witness.

· Release love rather than resent as we pray, care and help. 

· Reign rather than retaliate.  We live as citizens of God’s Kingdom, co-heirs with Jesus.

Vindication is Sure  We stand strong in a long and glorious heritage including Abel, the prophets, the disciples and many others in Christian history.  We share in Jesus’ suffering as part of our relationship with Him.  It authenticates our faith showing we are true to God and ourselves.  It forces us to rely on God, which purifies and grows the Church, making it more effective.  It clarifies our perspective as we see true reality and realise that the Kingdom of Heaven is our true home.  Present suffering reminds us of the glory to come (Rom. 8:17; I Tim. 2:11-13).

We live our Christian lives as a series of paradoxes.  Kierkegaard likened it to someone entering a shopping centre at night and swapping around all the price tags.  Suffering can be a gift from God to allow us to read the true values and live them.

Questions

1. What sort of thoughts do you have of heaven?  How does the reality of judgement and Christ’s coming glory affect your life?

2.  What are the similarities and differences between Christ’s suffering and yours?  How does Christ’s suffering affect you?

3. How much of your suffering and joy is related to your Christian life?  When do you suffer for the wrong reasons?

4. In what way are you a gift to the church and humanity?  How do verses 10, 11 relate to the commands of verses 7-9?

5. When you feel like giving up what keeps you going?  Why, when and how should we rejoice in suffering?  How realistic are the four ways of welcoming suffering given in the notes?

6. If you had to tell new believers what to expect in the Christian life what would you tell them and why?  How has suffering helped you to read and live true values?

There is one unanswerable objection to the Christian faith – Christians.  



Os Guinness

Jesus, save me from your followers.  

T shirt

If we would bring the Turks to Christianity, we must first be Christians.  


Erasmus

Christianity might be a good thing if anyone ever tried it.  



George Bernard Shaw

Every day people are straying away from the church and going back to God.  


Lenny Bruce

I believe in the Holy Catholic Church, and I only regret it does not exist.     Archbishop William Temple

We have succeeded in making Christianity exactly the opposite of what it is in the NT.  
  Kierkegaard

Either these are not the gospels, or we are not Christians.   




Thomas Linacre

