A Wassail to Keep Out the Cold

A Christmas Medley of Folk Poetry and Words from England and Ireland

the Henbury Si .
for the Henbury Singers Oliver Barton 1997
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This can be performed with piano alone. And choir, of course, o pedant. If you're using instruments, some of the piano doubling could
be omitted.

In the voice parts, there a number of extra syllables in the words, rather in the Ye Olde Tea Shoppe vein. Unlike common practice, these
should be neutral sounds (sort of "uh", so that it's roughly "Ye Olduh Tea Shoppuh" instead of "Ye Oldee Tea Shoppee" as many would
have it). In the text, these are indicated by "e", though I may have missed a few.

All hayle to the dayes
‘A pleasant Countrey new Ditty: Merrily shewing how To drive the cold Winter away’ from a broadside in the Pepysian
collection, early 17th century, to the tune of “When Phoebus did rest,” first published in The Dancing Master, 1650.
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The Glory of the West
8 A country dance first published in The Dancing Master in 1650, with the words “Shall I, mother, shall I?” written under it.
Whether he or she did, we'll never know.
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The words were collected by Cecil Sharp from Mrs. Plumb of Armscote, Worcestershire. The melody is “The Star of

County Down.” The story can be traced back to 1200.

King Herod and the Cock
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The Old Gray Cat

Cl.1

A good old English reel. If you're using instruments, the piano could indulge in some more full-bloodied oompahing.

The Old Gray Cat
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The first nowell (for the audience to join in!)

Tune and words from William Sandys” West Country collection “Christmas Carols Ancient and Modern,” 1833.
Harmonization of verses 2 and 3 is by Sir John Stainer (1871). I hope Sir John doesn't mind. I thought that since most
people who sing parts are used to his arrangement, those in the audience would feel at home.
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