Choral Suite

from the opera “Treemonisha”

Scott Joplin

arr. Oliver Barton

We're in a plantation community in the Arkansas woods in 1884. Ned and Monisha found an
abandoned baby under a tree and called her Treemonisha. She is now 18 and goes into the woods to
find leaves to make a wreath. Zodzetrick, an elderly “conjuror” kidnaps her. The villagers frighten the
conjuror away and rescue Treemonisha. She stops the villagers from beating Zodzterick, instead
promoting forgiveness. The villagers are so impressed that they ask Treemonisha to be leader of the
community.

Scott Joplin wrote his grand opera Treemonisha in 1908. Producing and promoting it became his life’s
mission in order to prove himself more than the composer of “vulgar” music, but racism and
indifference meant it was unrecognised in his lifetime. He died unhappy and frustrated in 1917 on
the day that America entered World War L. It wasn't until 1975 that the opera was first produced.

The choral pieces in this suite are mostly dances. In “We will rest awhile”, weary cotton-pickers who
Treemonisha meets on her way back from the forest have a rest from their work. Then Aunt Dinah
blows her horn, telling them that the day's work is over, which they celebrate in a dance. The whole
opera ends with A Real Slow Drag as Treemonisha, now the villagers leader, leads her neighbours in
the dance. “We're goin’ around” comes from Act 1, again a dance performed by a group of
corn-huskers on their way to work.



Suite from “Treemonisha”

1. We will rest awhile
Andante Scott Joplin, arr. OB
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3. A Real Slow Drag
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