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Darlene Henderson

I am a second year sophomore studying Sociology. I hope to become a social worker in the next few years. I am a fifty-two year old African American mother of three young adult children, two boys and one girl. I also have three biological grandchildren and three other children who call me grandma. I have never been married or even engaged.


I have always loved to sing. I remember being in grade school and singing every chance I got. Singing in a choir has been a part of my life for as long as I can remember. I was probably about seven years old when I first started singing in church choirs. As I grew older, I was able to travel with other choir members and sing at various churches. I had the great pleasure of singing at the Chautauqua Institute’s 100th anniversary. I also sang with our youth choir at the Warner Theatre along with the Erie Philharmonic Orchestra about eight or nine years ago. Bruce Morton Wright is no stranger to me because for the past twenty years, the Shiloh Baptist Church Choir has worked with the Erie Chamber Orchestra for the annual Tribute to Dr. Martin Luther King Jr., held at Saint Patrick’s Church.


Being in my music class for the first time was a real joy. I really did not know what to expect of the class, but it was a total surprise to me. I actually thought it would be boring but it was not. Learning about flats and sharps was very interesting. In that moment, I realized that music was very involved and I look forward to further study, even if it is classical music written by dead white men. I like many different types of music. My favorite is contemporary Christian, gospel and hymns. I was also one of the lead singers on one of the two recent albums made by Shiloh Baptist Church.

