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OHIO HISTORICAL SOCI ETY

SINCE 1HR5

RE:

Newbury Cell Tower Site, Munson Township, Geauga County, OH

This letter is in response to your correspondence, received on May 24, 2000, concerning the project noted above. We have also received additional information from residents in the immediate area of the site.

Unfortunately, your submission does not indicate that you have conducted basic site file research for this project site. In fact, your letter requested that as part of an "environmental assessment” NEP A checklist" for the proposed site that 01.1! office should determine whether the "site falls within the boundaries of. historically significant areas". This apparent request for OHPO to perform site file research does not meet the procedural requirements for Section 106 consultation, if that was your intent.

We have reviewed the information you submitted, which included a brief letter, thirteen photos and a USGS map section showing the proposed site location. We also examined the state's historic site files for this area. The location proposed for construction of this communications tower appears to be within an area surveyed in 1980 by a staff person from the Western Reserve Historical Society, as reflected by Ohio Historic Inventory forms in our building inventory files. Several of the buildings shown in the photos you submitted appear to have been recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, either as individually significant properties or as part of a historic district.
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As part of the Section 106 process described in 36 CFR 800, our office is responsible for consulting with federal agencies agency's efforts to establish an Area of Potential Effect for their undertakings, to reach concurrence about the identjfication of historic properties within this area, and to further consult to resolve any effects to affected properties. The current submission does not adequately address any of these issues.

It is our understanding from neighborhood residents that a tower has already been constructed at the site. If the FCC or your client has completed the Section 106 process through direct consultation with the Advisory Council On Historic Preservation, please advise us of the details. If a facility has indeed been constructed at the site without completing the Section 106 process; then it appears that the Advisory Council's opportunity to comment on the project may have been foreclosed, as described in 36 CFR 800.9(b).

Please notify our office as to whether construction of the tower has indeed been initiated. If so, the Advisory Council may review the particular circumstances of this project in order to determine whether the FCC needs to be formally notified.

If you have any questions about this letter or our review of this project, please contact Lisa Adkins, Program Coordinator, at (614) 297-2470. Thank you for your cooperation.

Sincerely,

T~L::> ~

Franco Ruffini

Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

FR/LA:la

cc:

Laura Henley Dean, Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Rose Crellin. FCC

Bob Voss
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