Ms. Charlene Dwin Vaughn

Program Analyst

Advisory Council on Historic Preservation Old Post Office Building

1100 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW, Suite 809 Washington, DC 20004

July 31, 2000

Dear Ms. Vaughn:

My neighbors and I are seeking your assistance regarding a cell phone tower (Site # OH 1200, located at 10770 Mayfield Rd, Munson Twp, OH 44024) constructed by Nextel in our neighborhood on July 13, 2000. This 250' lattice tower was constructed with no notice to the residential homeowners in the area and is now centrally located in an area densely populated with plaque century homes. Fifteen of these properties have been identified by the Ohio Historical Preservation Office as eligible for national historic registry, or, as part of a national historic district. This gross structure sits atop the highest point in the heart of the Fowler's Min area and is directly across the street from the Fowler's Mill Christian Church, which was built in the 1840's and stands at the crossroads of this historic district. The tower is in fun view of Fowler's Min, a working grist mill that was constructed in 1834 by Milo Fowler, a prominent settler of the area who also built many of the local century homes. This min is the centerpiece of the Fowler's Mill historic district and is the proud symbol of our community.

Simply stated, the tower grossly obstructs and adversely affects the picturesque view of the entire historic district.

It is a fact that this tower was constructed with little regard to several major issues that revolve around cell phone tower site selection and approval. Specifically of interest to you and the Advisory Council, is that fact that the tower was apparently constructed with no regard to ACHP Section 106.

Although an Environmental Assessment (EA) was apparently completed by Orin Environmental Group, a Nextel contractor, it was not accurately completed. According to Franco Ruffini, the Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer, he clearly states that the "request for the Ohio Historic Preservation Office to perform site file research, does not meet the procedural requirements for procedural consultation. .." .In addition, Mr .Ruffini expresses his concern that the tower falls into an area that may have been recommended as eligible for the National Register of Historic Places. Lastly; Mr. Ruffini states that "the Advisory Council's opportunity to comment on the project may have been foreclosed, as described in 36 CFR 800.9(b)." We have been told, that the EA, not only references the tower as being sited for a different township, but also that the EA clearly states that the tower is not located in a historic district.

We are proud stewards of American history and work hard to preserve the look of our homes and neighborhood. On behalf of the residents of Fowler's Mill, and all the other historic places across America, we respectfully request you give this matter your prompt attention. We would like the Advisory Council to recommend to the FCC to rule that the tower be relocated to a more appropriate location.

We are enclosing several newspaper articles, photos of the area, the letter from Mr. Ruffmi, and other support documentation to assist in your review.

We appreciate your assistance and careful consideration of this important matter. It is our belief that allowing such blatant disregard for the Ohio Historical Preservation Office as well as flagrant violations of FCC guidelines for site selection could set a dangerous precedent for future violations to other historical areas. Please use the power and influence of your Advisory Council to make a finn recommendation to have this tower removed from this historic area.

Please feel free to contact either of us to discuss this matter in further detail.

Sincerely yours,

~~

